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Crop ID Signs Popping Up around the State!
Crop Identification Signs
Keep Agriculture in the
Conversation!
Before 1984 there were
hand lettered crop ID signs
along Peoria Road that Pat
Coon Roberts had created in
her garage. OWA began
putting
up
crop
identification signs in 1984
along I-5 and highways in
the Willamette Valley.
The signs were donated by
Forest Fiber Products of
Forest Grove and then silkscreened and placed on “tee
posts” donated by Cascade
Steel Rolling Mills, Inc. of
McMinnville. The signs were
menti oned
in
Su nset
Magazine in an article about
Family Travel. There were
seventeen
“project
coordinators” across the
state that farmers could
contact for a free sign.
The Eugene Register Guard
applauded the project in
1986 as “a great, inexpensive and non-controversial
gift to out of state tourists.”
The article went on to state
that there have been many
heated arguments between
married couples as to what
was growing in a particular
field they were passing. The
crop ID signs would help to
save the peace of a family

vacation. The project
was eventually turned
over to the AgriBusiness
Council of Oregon.
That was the beginning.
The
story
continues...today OWA has
ordered,
and
placed
almost 200 crop ID signs
across the state. We have
a Jersey Dairy Cows sign
in Tillamook, Pear, Apple,
Pinot
Grapes,
Merlot
Grapes, Cherries, Wheat
signs along the Columbia
Gorge, Radish Seed,
Peas for Seed, Fescue
in
Yamhill County,
Alfalfa Hay in Klamath
Falls and Fort Rock,
Tall Fescue, Wheat,
R a s p b e r r i e s ,
Blueberries, Corn Silage along the I-5 corridor,
Crimson Clover, Turf
Type
Fescue
in
Multnomah
County,
Sweet Cherries, Nursery
Crops,
Pumpkins,
Hazelnuts,
Perennial
Ryegrass, Cover Crop
can be found in Marion
County, Chinese Radish,
Strawberries,
Flax,
Coriander Seed in Linn
County
and
Annual
Ryegrass, Meadowfoam
in Lane County. This is a
partial listing of the signs
and their locations.
AgriBusiness Council has
worked hard to
place signs as
well. Together we
are making an
impact.
L/B
member
Martha Glaser is
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responsible for keeping track
of the signs and getting them
updated. She has worked
with Bob Spinney of Crop
Production Services in Tangent to keep the program
moving forward. In 1986 the
Oregonian stated that the
signs “provide a gentle but
effective reminder of just how
important agriculture is to
the state, and how varied.”
-Reported by Dona Coon
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November 6-8

President’s Corner

From the Editor

Hello Harvest Time! It must be harvest because there
are not enough hours in the day to get everything done
and everything that needs to be done is urgent. Please
take a moment to look up from the task and see what a
great place we live and work in. I heard a children’s
message on Sunday morning that asked “What is the
opposite of grumpy?” And the answer was thankfulness.
When one little boy was asked what he does when he is
grumpy he told the pastor, “I throw the grumpiness in
the trashcan.” There are days when that trashcan
would need to be a dumpster during harvest. We really
do have much to be thankful for.

Welcome harvest season! We’ve had an early first
cutting of alfalfa on the high desert this year. Yields are
average. Demand seems popular.

The farm safety road signs that OWA has put up across
the state were made personal to us this past week. A
pickup passed a line of our windrowers and drove into
the side of the lead machine as it turned into the field.
The pickup was pretty beat up but no one was seriously
hurt. The windrower was hammered back into shape
and finished the work for the day. It happens in a heartbeat and the story doesn’t always end as well. The radio
ads reminding drivers to be cautious around farm
equipment can save lives and OWA has done an excellent job of putting those together. Thank you.
OWA members will be occupying county and state fair
booths across the state over the summer months. The
GMO issue has become increasingly emotional and passionate in the media and the public is worried. Please
take the time to go to the web links provided in this issue of the Cultivator and read the facts. We are intelligent women who believe in feeding the world with the
best technology possible. Our families eat the same food
as everyone else and we, as OWA members, are the minority that is in a unique position to speak on issues.
Educate yourself on what is really happening. Those
with the loudest voice are not always right and we
should have an answer or at least know where to go to
look for the answer. Facts, and not fear, should be the
tool for making a decision. If you read this information,
and the answers from scientists, you will know the basics and be able to speak to the public’s fear.

As the many of us involved in production agriculture
take the reigns to get the job done, OWA continues to
work towards our goals to communicate the story of
today’s agriculture. Our ag industry gets better and
better as science and technology add more to our
successes in American agriculture. The public is
getting more involved in their local issues and some
decisions that are being made are affecting agriculture.
It’s important to keep up on what’s going on and know
the truth to the many issues that can affect our livelihoods. L/B member Arwen McGilvra shares some information on GMOs in this issue on page 10, and some
websites to find more information. Precision farming
practices and the use of satellite technology are also
becoming more popular, although quite expensive
many farmers are beginning to utilize this new
guidance style of farm management to help cut costs
and produce better yields in the ever challenging
economy and markets.
Your OWA Public Relations team produced new 4x8
Farming Keeps Oregon Growing, and Ranching Keeps
Oregon Growing signs and they have been posted in
different parts of Oregon. The committee also put
together radio ads for alerting motorists to be cautious
of farm machinery on roadways during harvest season.
They air in Eugene, Salem, Bend, McMinnville,
Medford, Pendleton and The Dalles listener markets
this season.
May the summer sunshine bring warmth to your
harvest. Be safe and enjoy the season.
~~Jana Kittredge, Editor
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Volunteer for your county fair, the Oregon Berry
Festival in Portland, the State Fair and make yourself
available to answer questions those around you have
about GMO’s, pesticides, food safety and what is happening on your farm. Session 1 of Summer Ag Institute
just finished in Corvallis and the teachers were so appreciative of the time farmers took to talk to them. We
don’t have to memorize a speech about what we do.
When we talk to anyone about our lives we speak from
our hearts, and that is effective.
This President’s letter is a bit of a ramble and that is
consistent with my mind at harvest time. I wish you a
great harvest, without injuries, and a reminder
to be thankful for all the things that are going right that
we take for granted. Life is good.
~Dona Coon, OWA President
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“People will forget what you said, people will
forget what you did, but people will never
forget how you made them feel.”
- in memory of Maya Angelou
The Cultivator

Around the State
MARION/CLACKAMAS - Our Marion/Clackamas
Chapter will not meet during the Summer
months. We Will resume Monday, September 8th at
12 noon at Farm Credit conference room in Salem.
Our chapter will be busy this summer hosting an
information
booth at Salem
Saturday market. Chapter
members we
need volunteers! Please
contact Janet
Friesen to volunteer contact

JanetFriesen@keybank.com or 503.399.2242
(pictured above l-r: M/C volunteers, Darlene Bryant
and Tracy Duerst)
I would like to
thank Elam Farms
for hosting again
Farm Safety Day!
What a huge success!!
Two
fun
filled
days
of
educating
local
school children about Farm Safety.
Congratulations go out to Darin and Lauren Olson on
the birth of their little boy! What a blessing he is.
Congratulations also goes
out to a real pillar of our
chapter! Carolyn Simmons
turned 90 years young!
Carolyn doesn't miss a
meeting or social, her dedication to OWA is inspiring
to me and our entire
chapter.
Happy
90th
Birthday Carolyn!
(pictured at right)
In closing I must remind
everyone,
please
be
mindful
of
Farm
Equipment on our road ways this summer! Be patient
drivers
when
you
come
upon
equipment
traveling...they are harvesting for YOU!!
Have a safe and Blessed summer harvest.
-Kimberly Zuber, President, MCWA
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COLUMBIA

GORGE—

We are in the prime of
cherry harvest here in
the Columbia Gorge and
wheat harvest is just
around the corner. The
kids are out of school for
the summer and we are
all busy with our summer activities but the
Columbia Gorge chapter has not let all the excitement of
the season slow us down. Our chapter membership is
hovering very close to that 40 member mark and we are
really starting to get our name out into the community.
The Morrow County social in April was a great success
and we continue to make new contacts with Eastern Oregon women who have a passion for agriculture on almost a
daily basis. There were 9 women that attended the first
social but word of mouth got our message out and I am
sure another social for the area will be in our future plans.
In March we became
members of The Dalles Chamber of Commerce, a
membership that gives us
a wonderful relationship with the local
community and the
opportunity
to
promote agriculture
and
recruit
new
members. As new
members we were given an opportunity for a “Ribbon
Cutting” (photo above) ceremony to celebrate our membership and also our revitalized chapter status. The festivities
were held at Sandoz Farm, a family farm owned and
operated by OWA member Mary Leighton. Those who
could attend gathered for a photo op in the Cherry
Orchard where we could show off one of our Sweet Cherry
Crop ID signs (photo at top.) Afterwards we had our June
meeting in the historical Mill Creek School house on the
Sandoz property. At this meeting we voted to become
sponsors of the revitalized farmers market in The Dalles.
The farmers market has been reformed and is not only
presenting wonderful produce and products to the public
but they are also trying to offer agricultural based
education to those who attend. We felt that this was a
wonderful opportunity for our group and something that
aligns well with our mission statement.
If all of this great stuff was not enough, we are also busy
working with Cycle Oregon for the big annual event in
September. They will be coming through The Dalles twice!!
Our hope is to have a crop ID sign in nearly every field
they pass. Between serving lunch, writing educational
articles about ag in our area and helping put together a
Q&A team for the history or the Columbia Gorge region
CGWA are determined to be a highlighted feature of this
year’s festivities. Our monthly meetings are the second
Tuesday
of
each
month
at
5:30pm.

-Josie Miller, President, CGWA
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Around the State
POLK— Polk County Women for Ag PCWA is in charge
of the OWA booth at the State Fair this year. We’re
planning a pet theme, From Farm to Furry Friends, Who
Feeds Your Pets, and focus on agriculture products that
are used in the food and supplies you use to care for
your pet. Everyone loves their pets, and loves to talk
about them.
The best item we can have in the Fair booth is you! A
friendly face sharing a few words about ag does wonders
for the image of our industry. Every volunteer gets entry
into the fair. The sign-up sheet is online, so you can
secure a time slot that is most convenient for you. Just
go to owaonline.org, scroll down to the bottom click on
the Oregon State Fair logo and the sign up sheet will
open.
We’ve received several entries for the Constitutional
Essay Contest. The deadline was July 4 and winners will
be announced in September.
PCWA will once again sponsor a pool for the Polk County Fair Youth Livestock Auction. Individuals and businesses can support the hardworking youngsters by donating into the pool and we bid and purchase animals at
the Auction.
-Carol Marx, President, Polk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

OWA at AgFest!
Yamhill County, lead by Eunice Goodrich, coordinated
the booth. We had radish seeds for the children to plant
and seed packets for them
to take home that had
been
donated
by
Territorial
Seed
Company. It was fun to
watch the kids dig in the
soil to fill their compostable pot, carefully count in
three radish seeds and
then pat the soil over the
top of the seed. Eunice had even thought ahead and
provided
newspaper
sleeves to put around
the planted pots so the
parents didn't have to
worry about the soil &
seed falling out! We had
a chance ot talk to the
children about what
seeds need to grow and
there was OWA information to share with the
adults.
-Reported
by
Elisa
Chandler
Photos by Tiffany Marx
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LINN/BENTON - Linn Benton members are preparing for a busy summer. Our May meeting was held
at the home of Betty Jo Smith. We had a report on
Crop ID signs, and a few new requests. Our Christmas fundraiser will be the Christmas trees at Pape’
in Tangent and Harrisburg. Theme this year will be
“Red and White” – members were encouraged to
start working on ornaments throughout the summer. Our members attended FFA awards banquets
in 5 different school districts and contributed $100
to each chapter in May. We finished our May meeting by making 17 cookie baskets for the Auction
Oyster cookers and delivered them the next day.
Our June 17 meeting was held at Dona Coon’s
workshop. Our scholarship committee reported that
6 people had been awarded scholarships this year –
a total of $3500. Winners have been notified and
will be attending a meeting in the near future to tell
the membership about themselves and their college
plans. We had an anonymous donor add $500 to
the scholarships to bring our total to $3500 – thank
you! After the short meeting, Dona treated the
membership to a lesson in making a floral arrangement or a succulent wreath. Each member made
one to take home.
We won’t be meeting in July this year, but will have
a booth at both the Linn County Fair and Benton
County Fair. We will also be making a donation to
the Linn County 4-H program at the Fair auction
and presenting an award to the outstanding Sr. 4-H
member. We will be sponsoring the “Golden Broom”
herdsmanship awards for the Benton County 4-H
youth.
In August we are hosting the State Board meeting on
the 15th, volunteering for the State Fair booth, and
having a meeting with a guest speaker.
Have a great summer!
-Chris McDowell, Co-President, Linn/Benton
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
YAMHILL— YCWA member Eunice Goodrich headed
up OWA’s AgFest booth once again this year in April.
(pictured left) Thank you Eunice! The Ag in the
Classroom project was presented by three of our
members at various schools. Crop ID signs have
been posted along 99W, and two of our members
hosted teachers for the Summer Ag Institute. We
were able to present certificates to our two scholarship winners at their high school awards banquets.
We are now taking a break for the summer. We do
not meet again until September.
- Helle Ruddenklau, YCWA
The Cultivator

Exciting Times for Ag in the Classroom
Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation
(AITC) has enjoyed a bountiful spring, highlighted by
the largest literacy project yet and the most entries in
our annual calendar contest to date. This involvement
could not have been reached without the tireless effort
from volunteers participating in the Literacy Project
and working to engage students and teachers in their
local communities.
Many of our key volunteers are OWA members. In our
Literacy Project, OWA volunteering chapters included
Central Oregon, Linn-Benton, Marion-Clackamas,
Polk, and Yamhill. Thank you for your help making
the annual Literacy Project a success, we couldn’t
have done it without you!
Pictured right: L/B member, Kristi Miller at CloTogether, the seventh annual project was able to reach ver Ridge Elem in Albany
over 18,000 students with the message of agriculture, on their Ag Day, June
the largest number yet!
Volunteers had the 17th. They had all 9
opportunity to share their personal connection to classes rotate through ag
agriculture, read this year’s book The Tree Farmer and related stations for 30
participate in an activity with the students that minute sessions. They
reinforced the books message. We could not be more had sheep shearing, a
excited about the continued impact of this project.
spinning wheel, build a
wooden planter for flowAlso this spring, we collected entries and selected the ers (which L/B donated
winning artwork for AITC’s 2014-2015 School-Year money for the flowers),
Calendar. The calendar will be published this summer Dairy Princesses, s
and released to the public at the State Fair, Sunday, awmill, blacksmith, Ag in
August 24 at 1:30 pm in the Americraft Center, during the Classroom, and
a public reception for the 13 calendar winners. The many more.
AITC Calendar Contest is open to public, private and
home school students in kindergarten through sixth
grade. This year, we had 1,548 students enter artwork
from 29 counties throughout the state. We are very
excited about the results and can’t wait to share the
calendar with OWA members in August and
September.
Mark your calendars to join us on Saturday, October
18 for our Annual Fall Harvest Dinner! We will be
returning to the CH2M Hill Alumni Center on the OSU
Campus in Corvallis. We have some great early
auction items and would love to see you there!
In closing, I would like to thank the Oregon Women for
Agriculture for your continued support of AITC.
During my first couple of months in this position, I
have been humbled and am greatly appreciative to the
volunteers from OWA and for the organization’s
continued sponsorship of our program. Together we
really can make a difference and help tell the story of
agriculture to students and their teachers across the
state.
- Jessica Budge, AITC Executive Director

Pictured left: Dr. Dan Arp,
Dean of the College of
Agricultural Sciences at
Oregon State volunteered to
r e ad
to
a
C o r v a l l is
classroom. The college continued as a sponsor of the
AITC project which reached
over 18,000 students this
year.

Pictured below left: COWA
member, Jana Kittredge directed North Lake FFA Chapter
students to help along with
AITC activities at North Lake
School on May Day. Grades K-3
were visited. The FFA chapter
also held a farm animal
showcase where
students were led after
the reading presentation. Students brought
ducks, sheep, cattle,
pigs and chickens. It
was a fun-filled day for
all.

Oregon Women in Timber
invite you to attend our
annual meeting on
September 27th at the
Oregon Garden, Silverton.
Contact Diann Washburn at
diann@washburnservices.com for more information.

541-737-6829; jessica.budge@oregonstate.edu
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OWA
at Polk
County—Oregon’s Hidden Pearl!
Did you
Know...?

OWA State Board Upcoming Meetings!
The July 18th state board meeting hosted by the
Lane Chapter will begin at 8am at the Dari Mart
Headquarters - 125 E. Sixth St., Junction City.
Phone: 541-998-2388
The August 15th meeting will be hosted by
Linn/Benton will begin at 8am at Willamette
Community Bank, 333 Lyon St. SE, Albany.

Phone: 541-926-9000
The September 19th state board meeting hosted
by Marion/Clackamas location to be announced.
Contact President Kim Zuber, find contact
information on page 7.

If you have an OWA Website
update, please email anything you
would like posted or updated to
the. tech.chef@gmail.com
www.owaonline.org

Please note the upcoming 2014 State Board meeting
schedule. All meetings will be held on the 3rd Friday of
the month, 9am-noon and locations will be announced.
July 18, 2014 - Lane; this meeting begins at 8am at
Dari Mart headquarters, Junction City
August 15, 2014 - Linn/Benton; this meeting begins at
8am, Willamette Community Bank, Albany
September 19, 2014 - Marion/Clackamas
October 17, 2014 - Polk
November 15, 2014 - Yamhill
December 2014 - TBD by President

OWA Seeks Volunteers for Summer Events July 18-19

Did you know animal
agriculture represents more
than 1.69 billion jobs across
the U.S.? The industry
contributed $333 billion to
the U.S. economy in 2011.
The animal industry represents creatures of
all kinds from dogs and cats to wildlife and
Source: FFA New Horizons
more!
Irritated from Solicitor Calls?
Join the National
“Do-Not-Call” Registry
established by the Federal
Communications Commission
and the Federal Trade
Commission. To register,
call 1-888-382-1222
You must call from the phone number
you wish to register. You may also
register by Internet at www.donotcall.gov
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Ecotrust
Event
Space
Portland,
Oregon

There will be a variety of
vendors with booths of berry
products, berry themed food,
cooking demonstrations,
a
children’s booth with berry
themed crafts and a Gala Berry
Dinner prepared by one of
Portland’s finest chefs. The
festival showcases everything
berry!

Oregon State Fair is
August 22—September 1st
and we need volunteers to
work in the OWA booth.
Our sign up sheet is
waiting for you to fill it in.
Pick your date and time
and put your name on it,
we would love to have 3
volunteers for each shift!
Thank you!
To sign up for either of
these events visit our
website:
www.owaonline.org
Scroll down to the bottom
of home page, Click on
logo of event.

The Cultivator

The Cultivator is published four times a year
as a service to our members,
advertisers and donors.
Editor, Jana Kittredge
P.O. Box 149
Fort Rock, OR 97735
541.576.2236 - hay2ufortrock@yahoo.com
www.owaonline.org
Newsletter Deadline: Third Friday of
March, June, September and December
*****************
Oregon Women for Agriculture
State Officers

CHAPTER MEETING DATES
AND INFORMATION
Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon
@ NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond
(every other month: Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec)

President: Jessica Hanna 541.504.3507
jessica.hanna@farm-credit.com
Lane: Tues after State Board, 10am
President: Gerry Ottosen

541.998.8784

Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm
President: Kristi Miller
541.928.7077

millerk@dswebnet.com

Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon @ NW
President
Dona Coon
31308 Peoria Rd.
Shedd, OR 97377
541.758.7063
stems@alyrica.net

Recording Secretary
Eunice Goodrich
PO Box 466
Dayton, OR 97114
503.864.3518

First Vice-President
Debbie Crocker
26011 Old River Rd.
Monroe, OR 97456377
541.847.5257
dcrocker@99webstreet.com
Second Vice-President
Tiffany Marx

PO BOX 163
Rickreall, OR 97371
503.779.3884

Corresponding Sec.
Elisa Chandler
29932 Peckenpaugh Rd.
Shedd, OR 97377
541.491.3972
echandler@goodmans.info

Treasurer
Tracy Duerst
14446 Riches Rd, SE
Silverton, OR 97381
503.873-8441
djduerst@aol.com

Oregon Women for Agriculture
1969-2014
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in
which the entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in
the production of food, feed, fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora
for profit, which provides a major source of income and capital for
reinvestment.
OWA Goals:
To educate and inform the membership and the public about the
importance of agriculture to the economy and to the environment.
To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual
concerns.
To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.
To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are
heard and dealt with fairly.
To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture.
OWA defines sustainable agriculture as using farm practices and
resources that produce safe, high quality food and other products for
America and the world’ resulting in profitable operations that improve
the land and environment for future generations.

Farm Credit Services, Salem (N. of Costco).
We do not meet July and August.

President: Kim Zuber
503.949.9621

zuberfarms@wavecable.com

Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon
@ area restaurants
President: Carol Marx
503.362.6225

camarx@aol.com

Yamhill: 4th Tuesday @ Citizen’s Bank, 7pm
We do not meet in June, July or August.

President: Susie Kreder
503.864.2077

bigal@onlinemac.com

Columbia Gorge: 3rd Tuesday, 5:30pm
@ NW Farm Credit Services, The Dalles
Contact: Josie Miller 541.298.3400 ext. 3408
josie.miller@northwestfcs.com
*********************
Ad space is available at $75. per business card per year.
Please ask at the places where you do business (or
others) if they would be interested in supporting
Oregon Women for Agriculture by buying an ad for
their business. Please contact the Editor.

**********************
To join OWA, please mail application and dues to the
address below. Dues are $45. per year for membership
in OWA, AAW and your county chapter, or as an atlarge member (where we don’t have county chapters).
See membership form in this issue.

********************

Mail correspondence to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture
630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321
www.owaonline.org
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OWA’s Annual Fundraiser Auction: Success!

OWA’s
Annual
Fundraiser
Auction was
held April
19th at the
Linn County
Fair and Expo
Center in Albany. The
event hosted
over 1,000

Celebrate Oregon Agriculture
with ODA and KATU-TV!
At OWA’s February State Convention and annual
meeting held at the Oregon Garden, members voted
on and approved to partner with Oregon Department
of Agriculture for a “Celebrate Oregon Agriculture!”
campaign. The objectives were to increase the
awareness of regionally produced agricultural
products and the economic importance of agriculture
in the state of Oregon.

OWA hopes to accomplish this by motivating the
public to Celebrate Oregon Agriculture during National Farm to School Month in October, with a custom
promotion on Portland’s KATU-TV channel 2 and KAguests and raised more than $110,000.
TU.com. The promotional dates for the campaign will
be October 6th-10th. Each day during the campaign,
Mary Hozapfel, the first president of the OWA (1969), gave AM Northwest, a morning magazine style
locally
the invocation. Dr. Kim Kutsch provided the music with his produced television show in Portland, will
feature
PBR Band and the 100 dozen grilled oysters were cona different spokesperson that represents a different
sumed within the first hour of the doors opening. Mac
part of Oregon’s agriculture via video “vignettes” for
Stewart served as the auctioneer and OWA member Hantelevision. An OWA spokesperson will be featured in a
nah Brause as the Mistress of Ceremonies. Items ranging
3-5 minute segment on AM
Northwest that week
from a blue heeler puppy to Sage Rat Hunts in Central Ore- to tell their story of agriculture. This will air somegon were some of the highlights of the live auction. The
time during the week of October
6-10. The exact
food was good and the company was even better.
date is to be determined.
OWA has seven affiliates across the state. The mission
statement of
KATU will also produce a thity-second television
the organizacommercial that will highlight Oregon Women for
tion is: WorkAgriculture
and
be
featured
within
KATU
ing Together
programming. In addition, ODA will extend the reach
to Communiand visibility of Celebrate Oregon Agriculture ‘Farm
cate the Story
to School Month’ special through engaging public
of Today’s Agrelations, online articles and social media. Shelly
riculture. ProBoshart Davis was asked to be the spokesperson for
jects include
the live segment, and to be the liaison between OWA
bus and radio
and ODA/KATU-TV. Dona Coon, Marie Bowers Stagg
ads in metropolitan areas of the state, Crop Identification
and Jana Kittredge are also on the committee. The
Signs along roadways, providing volunteer support for
spokespeople for the “vignettes” will be Jessica HanOSU’s Summer Agriculture Institute, Oregon Agriculture in na (specialty seeds), Ellie Coon (grass seed), Crystal
the Classroom Foundation, The Northwest Berry Festival in Nelson (cranberries), Tiffany Marx (wheat) and Marie
Portland, OSU Honors Scholarship, County and State
Bowers Stagg (meadowfoam). We invite you to “like”
Fairs. The organization is also participating in the
Celebrate Oregon Agriculture on Facebook, and follow
Celebrate Oregon Agriculture campaign in partnership with @CelebrateORAg on Twitter. We will also be posting
the Oregon Department of Agriculture and KATU TV.
updates on our own Oregon Women for Ag Facebook
page. Stay tuned!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Photo left: Linn/Benton members
put together “cookie trays” as a
thank-you for the meat cookers
at our auction.
Photo right: Sigma Alpha
volunteers at the OWA auction
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OWA Looking Back: Deanna Dyksterhuis
The summer of 1969, Jerry and I were growing green bush beans and sweet corn
on our row crop farm near Halsey, OR. When we realized the non-farm public
had little or no understanding of why grass seed was being grown and the
benefits of field burning, we realized we all needed to work together in telling our
story.
In 1973, I joined the Linn-Benton Chapter. In 1975 I was appointed OWA Public
Relations chairman. We developed a tri-fold membership brochure, four
brochures highlighting the importance of Oregon agriculture and flyers
repeating those messages.
In November 1977, Linn-Benton elected me President. We created a number of
18”x22” display panels titled: “Almost Everything Starts on a Farm” that were
hauled to every mall exhibit, county and state fair we could find. We distributed thousands of our OWA brochures and
educational materials including our Activity/Colorbook “What Happened to Old MacDonald’s Farm”, our quilt and the
notepads with farm facts.
In 1980, Ruby Ringsdorf, President of AAW (American Agri-Women) appointed me Ag Chemical Chairman. Our
committee presented a resolution to EPA asking the “public participation programs” funding booklets on toxic chemicals
(their words) and organizing citizen action groups be eliminated. In 1981 EPA did cut funds for non-farm groups.
In 1983, AAW presented me with their Leaven Award. Our greatest strengths were networking with other farm groups,
the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA), Oregon State University (OSU) and representing agriculture during
legislative sessions. In 1979 with the help of ODA and The Northwest Food Processors Association we defeated a Food
Policy Project designed to legislate and mandate our farming practices “to restructure society”.
1981, 1982 and 1983 as 2nd VP and 1stVP of OWA, I chaired the luncheons during OSU Ag Conference Days. We
emphasized the importance and benefits of using chemicals safely and wisely in “Will There Be Enough” and “Safe at the
Plate”.
In 1983 Dr. Rod Fielder presented the textbook Get Oregonized (using agriculture, water and forestry to teach 4th-5th
graders Oregon history and geography) to Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC). As AITC textbook chairman
(networking with Farm Bureau, Wheat League, and other commodity groups), we took the book successfully through the
OR textbook commission process (1985) and raised funds to print and sell the book to a third of the elementary schools
in Oregon. This is one of the projects I am most proud of.
Many of the concepts and ideas for AITC, Summer Ag Institute and Ag Fest were tested on the county levels with our
1981 Linn-Benton Farm and Agricultural Resource Manual (F.A.R.M.) with lesson plans; our successful Linn-Benton
Farm Expo’s for Corvallis schools (1984-94), OWA’s Teacher In-Service Days and a 3 hr. credit course for
teachers at OSU.
In 1986 I was elected President of OWA. We needed to find a way to raise money to help fund programs and continue
printing our educational materials, membership brochures, bumper stickers, notepads, fair handouts,
Activity/Colorbook, Ag Day table tents, etc. Gwen Mulkey suggested we have a special dinner to thank our spouses for
all their support and try a silent auction. Why not an oral auction too? Jerry and I chaired the first three 1987-89 and
again in 2000-2002. The first year 325 attended bidding on 271 items earning OWA $10,000.
In 1991 OWA met with representatives from Oregon farm groups at the request of the ODA to discuss a proposed Ag
Practices Act. After several meetings with OWA opposing this effort from the beginning, this proposed legislation was
killed in committee.
In 1992 I was appointed chairman of News Team. We created radio ads; a property rights TV ad; a lawn sign: “Healthy
Land & Natural Sights Begin with Secure Property Rights” and a “Cat’s Tale” booklet (with the help of OWA’s Education
committee) emphasizing all the by-products from farming, ranching, logging, fishing and mining. We updated our stand
on issues using AAW’s Position Papers as a guide and provided the educational messages for FARM TREK in conjunction
with BARN TOURS at the 1997 Oregon State Fair.
What I have enjoyed the most about OWA are the courageous, visionary women who were willing to network with other
groups and tackle controversial issues seeking the truth.

-Deanna Dyksterhuis
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Questions About GMOs?
What is a GMO? GMO is an abbreviation for Genetically Modified Organisms. A GMO is a plant developed through
a process in which a copy of a desired gene or section of genetic material from one plant or organism is placed in
another plant. The only GMOs commercially available in the U.S. are these eight crops: soybeans, corn (field and
sweet), papaya, canola, cotton, alfalfa, sugar beets and summer squash.
Are big companies forcing farmers to grow GMOs?
For this question, we reached out to Brian Scott, an Indiana farmer who grows corn and soybeans, to talk about
his experience purchasing seed for his farm. He explains that "none of the seed companies force farmers like me to
buy any particular product…I can buy any seed from any vendor I choose from one year to the next."
In another response, Brian goes on to say that "each farmer should have the freedom to farm how he or she
chooses." Link : http://gmoanswers.com/ask/gmos-are-not-healthy-and-we-dont-want-them-our-food-canyou-find-something-else
Jillian Etress, a high school agriculture teacher and family farmer from South Alabama, also offers her perspective
in this post, where she explains that on her farm, they “choose to use or not use GMOs based on the needs of our
farm.”
We couldn't agree more. GMO Answers respects farmers' right to choose seeds based on what is best for their
farms, market demand and local growing environments. In fact, it is one of our five core principles—available on
this link: http://gmoanswers.com/about
Are GMOs causing an increase in allergies?
Lisa Katic, RD, shared her perspective on this question and explains that “No commercially available crops contain
allergens that have been created by genetically engineering a seed/plant. And the rigorous testing process ensures
that will never happen.”
In another post, Lisa goes on to say, “food allergies are mainly caused by eight major foods (milk, eggs, peanuts,
tree nuts, soy, wheat, fish and shellfish) and account for about 90 percent of reported food allergies in the United
States. First, it is important to note that only one of these eight major allergens listed above is a potential product
of biotechnology, and that is soy. Of the remaining seven allergens listed, none is commercially available in
genetically modified varieties.”
It is important to remember that if a person is allergic to a non-GM plant, he or she will also be allergic to the
plant’s GMO counterpart. But GMOs do not introduce any new allergens. In fact, researchers, academics and
companies are working on new GMOs that have the potential to help people in this area—for example, peanuts with very low allergen levels that have the potential to eliminate life-threatening allergies to peanuts.
Additionally, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration explains, “Evaluating the safety of food from a genetically
engineered plant is a comprehensive process that includes several steps. Generally, the developer identifies the
distinguishing attributes of new genetic traits and assesses whether any new material that a person consumed in
food made from the genetically engineered plants could be toxic or allergenic.”
Do GMOs cause cancer?
This is an extremely important question. Numerous questions similar to this and related topics have been
submitted to GMO Answers, including questions about reports claiming that glyphosate causes breast cancer and
about a Séralini study (now retracted) claiming GMOs caused cancer in rats, among others.
We know that consumers have concerns, so we reached out to Dr. Kevin Folta, University of Florida interim
chairman and associate professor, Horticultural Sciences Department, for an answer. "The short answer is no,
there is absolutely zero reputable evidence that GMO foods cause cancer," he writes.
You can read Kevin Folta’s full response to the question, “Do GMOs cause cancer?” on this Link : http://
gmoanswers.com/ask/do-gmos-cause-cancer-submitted-part-gmo-answers-top-consumer-questions-survey
Additionally, the health and safety of GMOs have been validated by many independent scientists and organizations around the world. For example, there are over 1,080 studies about the health and safety of GMOs, and a
decade of GMO research, funded by the European Union, that finds that GMOs pose no
greater
risk
than
their
conventional
counterparts
can
be
found
here:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/biosociety/pdf/a_decade_of_eu-funded_gmo_research.pdf In addition to Dr.
Folta’s response, this study reviews seven cohort studies and 14 case studies and finds that there is “no consistent
pattern of positive associations indicating a causal relationship between total cancer (in adults or children) or any site-specific cancer and
exposure to glyphosate.”
Find out more on this website:
http://gmoanswers.com/studies/top-10-consumer-questions-about-gmos-answered
-Submitted by Arwen McGilvra, Linn/Benton
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Borlaug Connection to Oregon
By Arwen McGilvra

National Ag Day March 25, 2014 coincided with the celebration of Dr. Norman Borlaug's (1914-2009)
100th Birthday. Online this celebration was known as #Borlaug100. Offline this included
the
Borlaug
Summit
on
Wheat
for
Food
Security
in
Obregon
Mexico.
"Through applied breeding work with Mexican farmers and scientists, Dr. Borlaug, who passed away in
September 2009, developed wheat varieties and farming practices that were adopted throughout the developing world last century, saving hundreds of millions from starvation and contributing to decades of historically low food prices. Borlaug received the 1970 Nobel Peace Prize for those achievements, and is one of only six
people to have won the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the Congressional Gold Medal, and the Nobel Peace
Prize." via borlaug100.org
Oregon Women for Agriculture (OWA) has a history with Dr. Borlaug as can be seen in the letter (included)
from November 1973. Oregon Women for Agriculture helped bring Dr. Borlaug to Oregon in 1977, "Belonging
to organizations interested in better public relations between agriculture and the general public- Oregon
Women for Agriculture, Oregon Farm Bureau and American Agri-Women- the small group was granted an
opportunity to personally meet with Dr. Borlaug and Dr. Anderson, as well as the OSU CIMMYT team." The
Times July 14, 1977.
The article goes on to say what was as true in 1977 as it is today, "As a pioneer in the race to feed a hungry
world, Dr. Borlaug expressed some of his concerns over attacks from environmentalists, who lack the
knowledge and background, to be placing restrictions on agriculture. Education is necessary he said, and
called for better scientific education of teachers."
Previously in April 1974 OWA and Oregon State University (OSU) faculty Dr. Warren Kronstad helped organize a trip of members, legislators, extension personal and wheat commission representatives (more than 50
people total from Oregon and Washington) to the CIMMYT station in Obregon Mexico for a tour during their
annual field days. The transcript of a radio news broadcast of the visit reports "One of the most impressive
things to me was the absolute spirit of dedication and team work unconsciously displayed by these highly
educated plant breeders; and the meticulous, methodical, tedious record keeping system that is essential to
such a large scale experimental program to develop high yielding, more protein content and greater disease
resistance in these grains." Liz VanLeeuwen on the KWIL Mid-Valley Farm Report May 3, 1974.
Again in 1980 OWA was there when Dr. Borlaug was the speaker for the OSU Ag Honors Dinner. Notes taken that night on the back of the program talk about how the total yield in 1970 would have taken double the
land if we had still been using 1940's technology.
The Corvallis Gazette Times quoted Dr. Borlaug, "We have lost contact with the masses in the last 40 years,'
he said,'There is nothing that compares with the importance of agriculture and food production."
"Without a political and technological commitment to agriculture, the world will go hungry." Corvallis
Gazzette Times March 25, 1980 (Dr. Borlaug's 66th birthday.) This is the message that National Agriculture
Day is still working to tell people.
Authors Note: This bit of our history might have been forgotten if it were
not for those like my Grandmother, L/B member and OWA Past
President, Liz VanLeeuwen, who kept the letters, photos, articles, and
other pieces of interest. I rescued them from the file in her basement and
am working on making sure they are digitally saved. Our history is important, save it because you never know when it will come around again.
Photo: Borlaug.jpg - 1977 Dr. Borlaug (left) admiring a gift of
freshly-picked Oregon raspberries, presented by Ms. Eunice Endicott of Eugene (in the foreground, right); in the middle is Liz
VanLeeuwen OWA president 1973-1975.
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ODA issues new pesticide restrictions to protect pollinatorsJune 26, 2014—(Salem) The Oregon Department of Agriculture is taking additional steps
to protect bees and other pollinators from exposure to specific pesticide products following multiple incidents of bee deaths this summer. In adopting a temporary rule, ODA is
prohibiting the use of pesticide products containing the active ingredients dinotefuran
and
imidacloprid
on
Linden
trees
or
other
species
of
Tilia.
The rule applies to all users, including professional applicators and homeowners.
“Although we took significant steps last year to restrict the use of these pesticide
products, we’ve seen more cases involving bumblebees attracted to blooming linden trees
and pesticide applications,” says ODA Director Katy Coba. “In order to protect
our pollinators, we feel it’s important to adopt additional restrictions.”
Last year, based on high profile incidents of bee deaths, ODA adopted a required label statement on pesticide
products containing imidacloprid and dinotefuran prohibiting the application of these products on linden
trees and other Tilia species. For 2014, newly-labeled products distributed into Oregon are required to state
the restriction. Products with pre-2014 labels are still in commerce and, prior to the temporary rule, could be
used when plants were not in bloom. Two recent incidents of large bee deaths– one in Eugene, the other in
Beaverton– involved the use of imidacloprid products with an older label, which alerts the user that the product
is “highly toxic to bees exposed to direct treatment or residues.” To address confusion or misunderstanding
caused by having two different label statements, ODA is simply prohibiting the application of any product
containing imidacloprid or dinotefuran on linden, basswood, and other trees of Tilia species.
Failure to comply with the new rule could result in license suspension or revocation as well as imposition
of a civil penalty.
The temporary rule, which goes into effect immediately, will be enforced for 180 days and will protect
pollinators while allowing ODA to complete its investigation of recent bee death incidents as well as determine
any future regulatory actions.
ODA is contacting all pesticide license holders in Oregon regarding the new rule and will continue to provide
outreach and education on pollinator protection. Additional information can be found on the ODA website
at <http://www.oregon.gov/ODA/PEST/Pages/Pollinator.aspx>.
Contact: Bruce Pokarney, (503) 986-4559
____________________________________________________

Cherry Pickin’

from Fox News

Cherries help ease arthritis
pain. Adding cherries to your diet
can greatly decrease the intense
pain associated with arthritis and gout.
Cherries help fight cancer.
Cherries distinctive deep red pigment comes from
flavonoids; powerful antioxidants that help fight
free radicals in the body.
Cherries help you sleep. To induce restful sleep
try having tart cherry juice before bed.
Central Oregon chapter member, Denise Smith attended
the Oregon Cattlewoman’s quarterly meeting in Pendleton
June 26-28 and shared OWA’s “Ranching Keeps Oregon
Growing” sign. It was well received and many comments
were expressed. Denise is working on placing two of the
4x8 signs along I-84. Pictured is Oregon Cattlewomen VP
Katherine Jackson, standing, seated Peggy Biagi and Tracy Hill. Also attending were other cattle women from
around Oregon and Washington.
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Cherries and blood pressure. An excellent
source of potassium, which helps to lower blood
pressure by getting rid of the excess sodium in our
body.
Cherries help keep you trim . A cup of cherries
is less than 100 calories and packs in 3 grams of
fiber, which will keep you feeling full longer.
The Cultivator

Oregon Women for Agriculture
Request for Travel Assistance
OWA provides funds to help leaders and members participate in activities that further OWA’s goals. To apply, please fill out
this application as completely as possible and return to the OWA board of directors prior to attendance.
Name:___________________________________Chapter:________________________
Address:_______________________________ Phone:________________________
Departure Date:________________________ Return Date:___________________
Event:______________________________ Location:____________________________
Sponsored/Offered By:__________________________________
Financial Assistance Requested*: (estimated costs)
Registration, tuition, etc.:

__________

Lodging:

__________

Transportation:

__________

Misc. (itemize):

__________

TOTAL:

__________

*The OWA Board will determine amount received. Recipient will provide OWA treasurer with appropriate receipts for assis-

tance; reimbursements will be for actual costs incurred. Any mileage will be based on current IRS guidelines. Applicant is responsible for making all travel arrangements.

Please support your request by describing: Why you wish to attend, what you will learn and how it will help OWA by your
attendance, etc.
Have you attended this event before? _____ If yes, when? ________
I understand that by accepting travel assistance from OWA that I will attend the event and bring knowledge and reports back to
OWA.

__________________________________________
Applicants signature
___________________________________________
Title (if applicable)
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2014 Summer Ag Institute, Corvallis
The teachers attending Summer Ag Institute (SAI) in June at Corvallis
saw the whole land preparation, growing and harvesting of a crop of
turnip seed, visited Mid-Valley Farms, Tangent. Mid-Valley Farms Dennis
and Martha Glaser, their sons and crew gave a one hour presentation
with a live demonstration of every process and the equipment used to
produce their crop. SAI Board Member Liz VanLeeuwen describes it “as
one of the most fantastic presentations SAI has ever presented to the
K-12 teachers who participate in the annual one-week summer session.”
This does not give an adequate description. We all need to thank the Glasers for the planning it took and the execution of most memorable demonstrations of the complete cycle of production agriculture. Yes, one of the crew took a video, hopefully that will be edited and copied. Debbie Crocker
and Greg Thompson also took photos.
It was so good, I had to tell you about it!

-Liz VanLeeuwen, Linn/Benton

Photos: Thanks to perfect timing, the SAI session 1 teachers enjoy a live harvest, soil preparation and
planting demonstration in the turnip seed field at Mid Valley Farms. The teachers learned how
important each step is to successful sustainability of the land and farm. Group photo: Radish field at
Mid Valley Farms, Tangent.
-Debbie Crocker, SAI Session 1 Coordinator

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Oregon Women for Agriculture Membership Application
“Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture.”
AAW#_________
March 1, _____ to March ______
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name

First Name

Spouse

Address___________________________________________________________________________ County_______________
Phone____________________ Fax___________________ Email______________________________________________
____ New Member

____ Renewal/Reinstate

____Under 21

Check areas of interest:

Relationship to Ag __________________________

Dues: $45.00 annually

___ Auction Committee

___ Website

___ Displays, Signs

___ Public Relations/Marketing

(includes AAW membership)

___ Education

___ Ways & Means

Check payable and send to:

___ Legislative

___ Convention

___ School or Farm Tours

___ Newsletter

___ Scholarship Committee

___ Other

Oregon Women for Agriculture
630 Hickory Street NW
Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, OR 97321
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OWA Supporters...
stems@alyrica.net

541.936.0074
31308 Peoria Road
Shedd, OR
Fresh fruits
and vegetables
available now!
Linn Benton
Chapter please
volunteer for
our county
fair booths!
Linn County Fair July 16-19

—————————— Dona Coon ———————————

Custom Designs for Weddings & Events
Growing Field Cut Flowers Since 1983

Farm & Ranch I Agribusiness I Equine & Livestock
Commercial Insurance I Personal Insurance

serving Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming

Benton County Fair July 30—August 2

WANTED: Your Santiam (canned) and
Flav-R-Pac (frozen) NORPAC UPC labels,
a M/C fundraiser. Phone M/C
member, Fran for information
@ 503-749-2858.

Several of our OWA members made the trek over the
mountains to the June State Board meeting
hosted by Central Oregon!
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Oregon Women for Agriculture
P.O. Box 149
Fort Rock, OR 97735

“Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture!”

Volunteer for the Oregon State Fair!
August 22 - September 1st, Salem
See page 6 for details

JULY * AUGUST * SEPTEMBER
OWA STATE BOARD MEETINGS

July 18th: Lane, DariMart, Junction City
August 15th: Linn/Benton, Albany
September 19th: Marion/Clackamas, TBD

AMAZON.COM link on OWA website:

On OWA’s homepage click on
upper right Amazon.com link to
buy stuff from Amazon.com
OWA receives a percentage!
(average 4%per item
based on your purchase)

www.owaonline.org

Reminder:
Cultivator Deadline
for all news, reports, photos,
articles, ads, etc. for
October edition is September 30th.
Please send to the Editor.
July 18-19

Portland’s
Natural Capital Center

EcoTrust Building
at NW 10th & Johnson
Portland’s Pearl District
Find schedule and
information at
oregonberryfestival.com

