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Mark your Calendar!


OWIT Auction
Eugene Hilton
February 24



OWA Annual Convention
Imperial Lodge, Maupin
February 25-27



OWA Annual Auction!
Get donations collected.
Linn County Expo Center
April 16

Ten OWA Delegates attend AAW 2015
Annual Meeting in Portland, Maine
Oregon Women for Agriculture were well represented at American
Agriwomen’s 40th annual meeting and convention in Portland, Maine,
November 5-7, 2015. Ten members attended; pictured left to right: Alice
Dettwyler, MC; Lorrie Tharp, LB; Tracy Duerst, MC; Gail Dettwyler, MC;
Jana Kittredge, CO; Sara Hasson, Polk; Tiffany Marx, Polk; Kristi Miller,
LB; and Arlene Kovash, Polk. It was such a good time getting together with
my local Oregon Women for Agriculture as well as ag women from across
the country. Officer elections were held and awards were presented.
While Maine is known as the Pine Tree State and is the number one
producer of wild blueberries in the world, much of their soil in southern and
central areas are lake and ocean bottom soils which are free of stones and
excellent for farming. Maine farmers grow potatoes in this rich soil. Top
agriculture products are potatoes, dairy products, aquaculture, blueberries
and chicken eggs. Maine is also number one in ‘brown’ egg production. They
supply all of New England. Moxie is Maine’s official drink, ‘root beer.’ We all
had a taste!
We had absolutely gorgeous and unseasonable warm weather in Maine for
the time of year. We enjoyed several speakers from Maine Department of
Ag, Wreaths Across America, Marge Kilkelly from Sen. Angus King’s office,
and of course everything lobster! The Maine AgriWomen were wonderful
hostesses. Our tours included a visit to Pineland Farms. Pineland first
opened in 1908 as the Maine School for the Feeble Minded, an institution
intended to house patients with mental illness and epilepsy. In 1996, the
campus had approximately 1600 acres and 28 buildings. Much of the area
was used for farming purposes, and to satisfy needs of the employees and
residents. In 2000, the farm was purchased by the Portland, Maine-based
- continued on page 4
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President’s Corner
Happy New Year! We are moving into 2016 with an
energy that is the envy of many organizations. We have a
purpose (bless those politicians who keep us focused on
our survival), new members with fresh ideas and an
industry that is worth protecting. OWA members are a
great group of women with skills and a positive outlook.
We are making a difference. Thank you!
The Tasmania Women in Agriculture will be here in July
for 5 to 6 days and we need a few more host families.
Don’t be afraid to raise your hand if you live outside of
the Willamette Valley. These ladies are interested in
agriculture all across Oregon. The diversity of our state
needs to be shown off. Give me a call and I will get you on
the list to match up with a participant from Down Under.
These kinds of exchanges usually lead to a group going
the other direction and wouldn’t that be a fun trip!?
Women involved in agriculture always have things to talk
about no matter where they are from. Hopefully we can
get a group activity organized to meet the whole
entourage before they move on.
Auction is coming up and we need everyone to collect
donations, personally donate and volunteer time and
energy. We have moved mountains with OWA projects
but those projects require funding. All the funding comes
from auction. It is a circle that works really well…as long
as the process keeps going. Get involved now and then all
you will need to do is buy your dinner tickets and know
you did your part. Send in a donation slip ASAP. We need
you. Donations are due April 5.
Convention is fast approaching too and I hope you are
planning on joining us. The Columbia Gorge Chapter has
been working to make this convention special and these
women know how to have a good time! We will be setting
goals for the coming year, reviewing and voting on our
budget, electing officers and enjoying time together. It is
always good therapy to talk to women who understand
your unique lifestyle and issues. Also, being a statewide
organization, we don’t live close to each other. Take
advantage of this opportunity.
Our windmills are working overtime to drain the tiling in
the hazelnut orchards. Hope you are staying dry and
warm wherever you are. Farming/Ranching is never
boring. Thank you for hanging in there and being part of
the solution to issues facing all of us. You are
appreciated!
-Dona Coon, OWA President
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In 2016, AAW’s Mid-Year
Meeting will be held in Witchita,
Kansas at the Hyatt Regency
March 9-13, 2016.
Deadline to register March 1, 2016.
www.americanagriwomen.org
Mid-year is for those interested in discussing current
agricultural issues and policies and voting to create AAW’s
Position Statements for that upcoming year, which is the
basis for our AAW Legislative Fly-In in June of each year.
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From the Editor
What a world we live in! We have our freedom. And,
what a small world it is…a family friend and neighbor
who is a student at Oregon State University is
participating in the New Zealand study abroad
program through OSU’s College of Agricultural
Sciences. He has just arrived in Methven, NZ to spend
his winter term learning about grain farming and
production. I put my ‘ag’ feelers out to find out who
might have connections for our neighbor, Andrew over
there. Low and behold, the Ruddenklau family is from
that area and Tracy Duerst is traveling with her family
in marketing efforts in that area as well at this time. My
local friends will be looking out for our student and I
thank them for this. Find out more about the ag study
abroad program on page 5 in this issue.
With each new year brings reflection and time to move
forward. Our high tech world of communication makes
it ever so easy to be in touch, research at our finger tips
and the ability to voice our concerns and opinions with
the push of a button in many circumstances. We have a
lot of issues and concerns on our plates in 2016. OWA
legislative chair, Marie Bowers reminds us to keep
informed and make our voices heard on task. Find out
what’s on schedule for this new legislative year on page 12.

Radio ads were aired statewide on Oregon Public
Broadcasting in December with subjects, organic vs
conventional farming; GMO biotechnology; and, use of
hydroelectric power via our natural resources with our
dams.
As we move into a new year for OWA, I want to thank
Dona Coon for her service as our President for the past
two years. This new year also brings election time for
OWA at our annual meeting and convention to be held
in Maupin, OR February 25-27 at the Imperial River
Lodge. Be sure to sign up, it’s a great time to gather
with fellow members and share in our passion, find out
what your state organization is up to and be able to
voice your opinion and vote. Find agenda and
registration on pages 10-11.
Speaking of gathering with other ag women, I had the
tremendous opportunity to travel across the U.S. to
visit Maine and attend the 2015 AAW convention
celebrating 40 years of AAW success. We learned all
about Maine agriculture, talked about current issues
facing american agriculture, networked with
fascinating women and the roles they play in daily
agricultural lives. It was truly a rewarding experience
for me bringing home much inspiration to continue to
advocate for agriculture and to be proud of being an
American farm woman. I shared my hotel room with
first time attendee Kristine Ranger from Michigan. I
thank OWA for travel assistance for me to attend my
first national AAW convention away from my home
state of Oregon! I encourage our members to get out
and be involved at the national level as well.
I wish everyone a beautiful new year and all the best in
your successes for 2016!
~Jana Kittredge, Editor
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Around the State
LINN/BENTON - Linn Benton Women for Ag started off
Fall with an Ice Cream Social with Sigma Alpha at the home of
Virginia Kutsch.
Sigma Alpha had several members in
attendance. It was reported that they have voted to accept 11
new members, which puts their numbers near 45 current
members. They also let us know that they are sponsoring a
Bingo night in February that will benefit AITC, and will have a
group helping with OWA auction in April.

We raised $130 in a Pampered Chef fundraiser in October
(Thru Points for Profit) Members are participating in
collecting receipts for Points for Profit again this year. We
have won several thousand dollars over the last few years
to help fund our projects. This year we supported the
following projects to name a few: $500 for the Benton
County Rodeo Queen, $200 to Roseburg High School FFA
fund for the UCC Memorial project, $100 to Scio FFA
auction, and approximately $1000 to fund a set of “Get
Oregonized” books for Pioneer School in Lebanon
(pictured above).
The Charity Bowers memorial money was spent on having
The Oregon Historical Society update the “Have You
Thanked a Blade of Grass Today” to a digital video file.
It is available for viewing at
https://youtube.com/watch?v=IJkhezmC1Ak .
Several members were involved in the OWA booths at the
Willamette Valley Ag Expo in November as well as
members attending the AAW Convention in Portland,
Maine. In December we don’t hold a formal meeting, but
members decorated the outdoor/fishing/hunting themed
tree for Pape in Tangent and Harrisburg as one of our
fundraisers. We also provided color/activities books for
the SafeHaven Humane Society to use during their
Christmas Break programs (camps) that they held for local
children.
January will bring an election of new officers, planning of
our annual meeting, which will be different from past years
in that this year we are promoting new membership with a
casual night out with door prizes etc and a focus being on
bringing people that might be interested in joining our
group. January also means time to prep for the auction,
work on the scholarship for this spring, Ag Fest, OWA
convention….. Lots to do.

-Chris McDowell, Co-President, LBWA
Pictured below LB member, Kristi Miller participates in
decision
making at
2015 AAW
Convention
while AAW
President
Sue
McCrum
chairs the
floor.
Photo: Jana
Kittredge
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COLUMBIA GORGE - It’s that time of year again… to
start thinking about the OWA State Convention! The
Columbia Gorge Chapter is so excited to host the 2016
Convention at Imperial River Company Lodge in Maupin!
The past several months have been spent brainstorming,
planning and giggling over our ideas of how to make this
year a success! We hope you will plan to join us for a
weekend away with some of the best gals in Oregon! In
this issue you will find the registration and schedule for
the State Convention. Be sure to get your registration in
before the early bird deadline and save on the price!
In November we held our annual social at Cousin’s
Country Inn, in The Dalles. We were fortunate to have
three guests that evening to relax and share dinner with
us, while we updated them on our local OWA chapter.
Due to conflict of schedules we had to move our
December meeting to a local Mexican restaurant. The rest
of the ladies didn’t seem to mind that our meeting also
included chips and salsa, a nice little treat!
New to 2016: The Columbia Gorge Chapter will be
changing their monthly meeting to the second Tuesday of
the month (rather than the third). The location is still the
same, Farm Service Agency in The Dalles, OR at 5:30pm.
See you all at Convention!
-Deanna Sudan, President, CGWA
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CENTRAL OREGON - We handled the OWA booth at
the Oregon Cattleman’s Association annual convention at
the Riverhouse
Conference Center in
Bend, December 3-4.
The event was well
attended and we had
lots of interest and
potentially a couple of
new members. It was
really good exposure
for OWA & glad we
were able to be there.
Pictured, Jessica Hanna and Marlo Dill - COWA
During our November meeting we made a few monetary
donations to support AITC, SAI & a couple local food
banks and we discussed some fundraiser ideas and
encouraged everyone to plan to attend the OWA State
Convention in Maupin, February 25-27. It’s in our
backyard and we hope our members are able to attend
and get caught up on what’s happening with OWA and
learn about the Imperial Stock Ranch in Shaniko. Hope
to see you there!
-Jessica Hanna, President, COWA
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YAMHILL - Yamhill County Women for Agriculture had

a very successful gift pack sale! We especially want to
thank the McMinnville, Newberg, and Cornelius Wilco
stores as well as the Newberg Chamber of Commerce for
doing such a great job of selling our gift packs. We might
be a small group but we are mighty! Our next meeting
will be Tuesday, January 26th at Citizens Bank in
McMinnville at 7 pm.
We wish everyone a safe and prosperous New Year.
-Susie Kreder, President,YCWA
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
MARION/CLACKAMAS - The Marion Clackamas

Women for Ag members helped with the Willamette
Valley Ag Expo in November at the Linn County Fair and
Expo Center. Members Emily Duerst, Tracy Duerst, Alice
Dettwyler, and Gail Dettwyler attended the AAW
Convention in Maine. A fundraiser to sell pie cards to the
Willamette Valley Pie Company, led by Lory Roth, was
very successful raising $500 for our chapter with 100
cards sold. We gathered for a holiday social at
Gamberetti’s in Salem in December in lieu of our regular
meeting. It was well attended by current and potential
members and everyone went home with a door prize. We
will be planning a breakfast fundraiser to be held at the
Sublimity Fire Department early Spring, a date has not
yet been set. Meetings resume in January on the 2nd
Monday of the month at noon at Northwest Farm Credit
in Salem.
-Randi Bural, MCWA Vice President

POLK - Polk Co helped spread the word and sell tickets
to the Dallas FFA Alumni Scholarship Fundraiser
Dinner and Auction the end of September. Attendance
was very good as was the dinner, and the auction of
scrumptious desserts raised over $8,000. for
scholarships for graduating FFA members. PCWA
received a nice stipend for our efforts.
The 2015 PCWA Constitutional Essay Contest deadline
was December 31 and we look forward to announcing
winners in the next Cultivator.
Three Polk members attended the AAW Convention in
Maine in November. There they accepted a $300. grant
from the AAW Foundation which will support the 2016
Constitutional Essay Contest. Plans are to purchase
advertising and expand the Contest to include high
school students in Marion and Benton counties.
The first Mid-Valley Winter AgFest will be February 27
& 28 at the Polk Co. Fairgrounds and we plan to have a
booth featuring wheat. We've had good discussions at
other events when we had a tub of wheat with toys for
kids (and adults) and handouts with wheat facts and
myths. A number of local agriculture groups will be
participating in this exciting new event. Come check it
out and say hello. Admission is $5. but it is free for
children under 18, so put it on your new calendar.
We didn't meet in December. Members are talking to
Polk Co. ag businesses to get donations for the OWA
Auction. Our next meeting is Saturday, January 9th,
10am at Jeree Mulkey's home to work on our quilt for
the Auction. Everyone is welcome to come help, bring a
sack lunch.
-Carol Marx, President, PCWA
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Pictured above: MC women at their holiday
social ; Pictured below: 2015 AAW Convention
attendees at the Doubletree Hotel, Portland,
Maine, concluding the 40th anniversary
Drive Across America adventure!
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AAW convention continued from page 1:
Libra Foundation, who heavily renovated the property,
adding businesses, and recreational trails and areas.
Today, 5000 acres are maintained and welcomes
visitors to enjoy its farm, diverse business campus and
educational and recreational venue encouraging
visitors to explore the farm which includes a working
dairy, creamery, herb and tomato greenhouse with
year round production, and country store. We enjoyed
a lobster banquet at the Pineland event center. Other
places on our tour were Linda Bean’s lobster
warehouse, First Defense cattle vaccine laboratory,
Breakaway Vineyard and LL Bean flagship store.
Lobsters are nocturnal and season is from July - Dec 1.
Although Maine’s adjoining state, New Hampshire is
known as the Granite State, granite from Bath, Maine
along the southern coast, in which we travelled,
provided much of the granite that built the
monuments in Washington DC!
OWA was recognized at the Saturday evening banquet
as having the most members! We are so proud of
Oregon Women for Agriculture and our ongoing
efforts together. It was a terrific time visiting New
England, I can go on and on, but have limited space!
-Jana Kittredge
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Oregon Ag in the Classroom 2016
Before We Eat:
From Farm to
Table Selected as
2016 Literacy Book
Milk doesn't just
appear in your
refrigerator, or apples
on your kitchen
counter. Before we
eat, many people must
work very hard
planting grain,
catching fish, tending
animals, and filling
crates.
The 2016 Literacy Project book, Before We Eat: From
Farm to Table, is a beautifully illustrated book
depicting what must happen before food reaches our
table. This book provides an excellent overview of the
diversity and complexity of agriculture!
How the Literacy Project Works
AITC provides training to volunteers who contact local
schools and set up time to visit and read to students in
grades K-4. Volunteers then do a hands-on activity
with student to reinforce the message of the book and
share their personal connection to agriculture.
All the materials are free, completely prepared for
volunteers and each classroom receives a copy of the
book. There is no cost to volunteers or teachers. Start
to finish, the program takes 45 minutes. Reading
sessions run from March 7 - June 10, 2015.
Last spring, with the help of 725 volunteers, the
project reached 20,077 students in 889
classrooms across the state.
Spring Volunteer Training - AITC staff will be host
a training session for volunteers at this year’s annual
Oregon Women for Agriculture Convention.
All
members are invited to attend and learn more about
the project. If you are interested in signing up to
become a volunteer, visit the AITC website, send me an
email or call our office. Videos and volunteer
instruction information will be posted by midFebruary!
-Jessica Jansen, Executive Director
Jessica.Jansen@oregonstate.edu
541-737-8629
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OSU Exchange Program:
studying abroad!
One of the amazing opportunities which college
students enjoy is the ability to participate in exchange
programs. The College of Ag Sciences at Oregon State
University has a program set up whereby third year
students from OSU can attend Lincoln University in
New Zealand. The students pay tuition to OSU but
attend Lincoln University for a year. The credits
earned transfer straight back and become OSU
credits. Lincoln university is one of two world class
agriculture universities in New Zealand. It is on the
South Island within the major cropping area of the
country. The majority of New Zealand is pasture
based agriculture, but there are also areas of mixed
cropping.
I participated in the program in 1989. I finished fall
term at OSU and after New Year traveled to New
Zealand. We had contacts in New Zealand, so I was
able to go down early and work on a mixed cropping
farm over harvest before school started. This is where
I met my husband, Bruce! He grew up in that area
and was working on a neighboring farm. School
started at the end of February and the school year
finished in early November. We were three students
from Oregon, and several from California. I found the
classes very practical and inter-related. We had
individual classes focused on crops, animals and soils
but we were made to understand how they all fitted
together in the overall picture. The classes were
challenging and heavy on essay writing. The second
term there was a field trip to the North Island where
we explored the agriculture of that area.
During vacation time I would get together with other
students and explore New Zealand. There is amazing
scenery and world class hiking trails where you can
walk from hut to hut for several days. The people are
really friendly too. Overall an amazing experience,
which I wish more students would look into and
participate in.
The application deadline for the program is April 1.
You must submit an application online. After you
submit the online application and required materials,
you will be contacted for a personal interview. You
can find the application on the OSU website: http://
agsci.oregonstate.edu/academics/study-abroad/newzealand-study-abroad-program
For more information about the Lincoln University
program contact College of Agricultural Sciences,
Academic Programs Office at Oregon State
University, (541) 737-2211
-Helle Ruddenklau, Yamhill
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Spotlighting Shelly Boshart Davis Moving
in Ag Business!
OWA Linn/Benton Member appointed President to US
Forage & Export Council
Shelly Boshart Davis of BOSSCO Trading, LLC, has been appointed President of
the US Forage Export Council (USFEC). The USFEC represents the forage export
industry, which accounts for over $1.3 billion in US exports annually and
represents more cargo containers shipped per year than any other agricultural
product.
The USFEC is under the umbrella of the greater National Hay
Association, founded in 1895. The national office is located in Tennessee.
Representing 90% of the US forage export market, its 33 members work together
to combat global issues that affect forage exports including testing protocols,
government regulations – both home and abroad, transportation issues, and any other industry related
concerns.
John Szczepanski, Executive Director of the USFEC, is looking forward to a productive year with Davis at the
helm, saying, “American forage is in new markets that we didn’t even think about ten years ago when USFEC
was formed, and we’re dealing with new problems we haven’t experienced before. Shelly’s bringing a new
perspective and energy to the role of president, and it couldn’t come at a better time.”
Davis recognizes some key challenges that she looks forward to working on. “The market in China continues
to be problematic due to stringent regulations that exporters face,” said Davis. “There is also still difficulty
shipping out of west coast ports and keeping our congress aware of these issues affecting exports is crucial.”
She also recognizes The US Forage Export Council (USFEC) is under the umbrella of the greater National Hay
Association, founded in 1895. The national office is located in Tennessee. Representing 90% of the US forage
export market, its 33 members work together to combat global issues that affect forage exports including
testing protocols, government regulations – both home and abroad, transportation issues, and any other
industry related concerns.
Davis went on to comment, “a new president is elected every year, and after three years on the officer board, I
was honored to be selected to lead the group through 2016. Some of my main focuses will be working with
Congress on the transportation and port issues, as well as establishing uniform chemical residue thresholds in
different countries. Currently, alfalfa being exported into China is a problem and we are working together with
the USDA on this issue. I’m excited for both the challenges and opportunities that lay ahead of me.”
Davis is a graduate of Santiam Christian School and Oregon State University. She is the VP of International
Sales for BOSSCO Trading, LLC, a straw baling and exporting business. The 2015 Monsanto/American AgriWomen Farm Mom of the Year, she is married with three daughters and serves on the board for the United
Way of Linn County and Albany Chamber of Commerce Governmental Affairs Committee. She is a member of
Oregon Women for Agriculture, Oregon Farm Bureau, National Hay association, and Agricultural
Transportation Coalition.
-submitted news release

Oregon agricultural production is the second-largest eco-nomic driver in the state, with a direct
economic impact of 10% of the state’s total sales and 7% of its value-added activity. Nearly 12% of
all jobs in Oregon are connected to farming and ranching, and about 97% of those farms and
ranches are family owned and operated. Many have been in the same family for at least 100 years.
Source: Oregon Farm Bureau
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Oregon Agriculture A - Z! OWA
2016 Auction
Planning is underway for April 16, 2016 OWA
Auction, “Oregon Agriculture A to Z”. Look
for your “Save the Date” in the mail around the
middle of January. Special thanks to Jes Schiller
from the Columbia Gorge Chapter tor designing
the “Save the Dates” and invitations!
Deadline for donations March 23.



·
If you are interested in helping with the
Auction, become the Procurement Chair!Contact
Debbie(dcrocker@99w.us) for more information.
·
Next MeetingMonday, January 11, 6pm at the Crop Production
Services Meeting room (32092 Hwy 34, Tangent,
OR 97389). We will be addressing the “Save the
Dates” mailings. Food provided. Everyone is
welcome to attend the meetings, it is a great
opportunity to get involved.
·
Other Meetings:
Monday, February 8, 2016, 6pm, Phoenix Inn,
Albany, OR

    

Country Style Auction ’n’ Dinner

  

A few highlights:
·
All members- Collect donation items early
and send a copy of your donation slip to Emily
Duerst (Emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com)
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For questions or more information contact Auction
Chair, Debbie Crocker 541.740.5073
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Monday, March 28, 2016, 6pm
Martha Glaser’s House
31915 Seven Mile Lane Tangent, OR
97389
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The Cultivator is published four times a year as a
service to our members, advertisers and donors.

CHAPTER MEETING DATES AND INFORMATION

• Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon
@ NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond
(every other month: Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec)
President: Jessica Hanna
541.408.5232 auntjessa@hotmail.com

Editor, Jana Kittredge
P.O. Box 149, Fort Rock, OR 97735
541.576.2236 - hay2ufortrock@yahoo.com
www.owaonline.org
Newsletter Deadline: Third Friday of March, June,
September and December
*****************
Oregon Women for Agriculture State Oﬃcers
President
Dona Coon
31308 Peoria Rd.
Shedd, OR 97377
541.758.7063
stems@alyrica.net
First Vice-President
Debbie Crocker
26011 Old River Rd.
Monroe, OR 97456
541.740.5073
dcrocker@99w.us
Second
Vice-President
Elisa Chandler
29932 Peckenpaugh
Shedd, OR 97377
541.491.3972
echandler@goodmans.info

Recording Secretary
Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121
Salem, OR 97305
503.932.1326
emily.duerst
@northwestfcs.com
Corresponding Sec.
Jessica Hanna
1907 NE 18th Street
Redmond, OR 97756
541.408.5232
auntjessa@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Tracy Duerst
14446 Riches Rd, SE
Silverton, OR 97381
503.873-8441
djduerst@aol.com

Oregon Women for Agriculture
1969-2016
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which
the entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the
production of food, feed, fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for
profit, which provides a major source of income and capital for
reinvestment.
OWA Goals:
*To educate and inform the membership and the public about the
importance of agriculture to the economy and to the environment.
* To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.
*To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.
*To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard
and dealt with fairly.
*To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture.
OWA defines sustainable agriculture as using farm practices and
resources that produce safe, high quality food and other products for
America and the world’ resulting in profitable operations that improve
the land and environment for future generations.
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• Lane: First Friday every other month, October
- June, Citizens Bank, Junction City, 8:15am
President: Sarah Halagean (we do not meet in summer)
541.736.2021
shalagean@citizensbank.com
• Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm
Co-President: Chris McDowell
541.619.7808 chris@vistaseedpartners.com
• Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon @ NW
Farm Credit Services, Salem (N. of Costco).
(we do not meet July and August)
President: Kim Zuber
503.949.9621 zuberfarms@wavecable.com
• Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon @ area restaurants
President: Carol Marx
503.362.6225
camarx@aol.com
• Yamhill: 4th Tuesday, 7pm @ Citizens Bank
(we do not meet July-Aug & Dec)
President: Susie Kreder
503.864.2077
bigal@onlinemac.com
• Columbia Gorge: 2nd Tuesday, 5:30pm
@ Farm Service Agency, The Dalles
President: Deanna Sudan
541.760.0217
dashbrook3@hotmail.com
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Ad space is available at $75. per business card per year.
Please ask at the places where you do business (or others) if they
would be interested in supporting Oregon Women for Agriculture
by buying an ad for their business. Please contact the Editor.
To join OWA, mail application and dues to the address
below. Dues are $45. per year for membership in OWA, AAW and
your county chapter, or as an at large member (where we don’t
have county chapters). See membership form in this issue.

Mail correspondence to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture
630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321
www.owaonline.org
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Did you know?…..
The January 15th meeting will be hosted
by Marion/Clackamas will be held at the
Capital Press, 1400 Broadway St NE
Salem, OR 97301; Phone:(503) 364-4431
The February regular meeting will be held
during the 2016 state convention hosted by
Columbia Gorge chapter at Imperial River
Lodge, Maupin February 25-27. More
information on page 10 & 11 in this issue.

“Talk About Trees”
Auction Event
Wednesday - February 24th
Eugene Hilton Hotel
25th Annual Auction to benefit
the award winning forest
education program, Talk About
Trees! The Auction will be part of the Meet & Greet
festivities at and doors open at 4:00 PM, where the
fun begins. Enjoy hosted beer & wine while viewing
the amazing silent and live auction items offered at
the event. Tickets include a hearty buffet
and a relaxed atmosphere to start the bidding for
forestry education!

Please note the upcoming 2016 State
Board meeting schedule. All meetings will
be held on the 3rd Friday of the month,
9am-noon and locations will be
announced.
January 15, 2016 - Marion/Clackamas
Capital Press, Salem
February 25-27, 2016 hosted by Columbia
Gorge at OWA State Convention, Maupin

Other 2016 meeting hosting chapters
and locations to be announced!

Oregon’s MINIMUM WAGE
remains unchanged for 2016
$9.25 an hour!

Tickets: $55. each or buy a table!
Seeking auction donations!
Contact Diann Washburn at 503-831-1593
Oregon Women in Timber
PO Box 760, Dallas OR 97338
Oregon Women in Timber is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit
organization. Federal Tax ID # 93-0712362
Tickets must be purchased by February 1st
Thank you for your support!
“Managed Forests Are Forever”
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“Get Her Boots On”
Convention Schedule
February 25-27, 2016
Imperial River Company Lodge
Maupin, OR
Thursday, Evening February 25:
5-9pm Check into Imperial Lodge
6-9pm Hospitality Bar, snacks, social time (fun activity: Paint Night! Bring a paint shirt!)
(For those traveling, the restaurant will stay open so you can order food on your own if you wish.)
Friday, February 26:
7-8am Continental breakfast included with room stay
8:30-9:15am Welcome, OWA Business agenda, budget, etc.
9:15- 9:30am Break
9:30-10:30 Guest Speaker: Sandy Macnab, OSU Extension Agent for Wasco and Sherman Co.
11:00am Lunch
11:45am Load vehicles to carpool to ranch
12pm SHARP Leave for Imperial Stock Ranch, in Shaniko, DRESS WARM!
12:30-4pm Tour of Imperial Stock Ranch with Jeanne & Dan Carver
***Please note tours may be altered due to weather conditions. Tours will be inside
buildings and out in the field so please wear boots, warm cloths, gloves, hats, long
johns, etc. We will have the opportunity to browse the gift shop as well so keep that in
mind!
Mid afternoon break- snacks, coffee, etc.
4pm Leave ranch, head back to the lodge
4:30-6pm free time
6pm Dinner
7pm Presentation with guest speaker Jeanne Carver, Imperial Stock Ranch
Saturday, February 27:
7-8am Continental breakfast included with room stay
8:30 Board meeting: conducted by President Dona Coon
10:30-10:45 Break- snacks, coffee, etc.
10:45 Continue with agenda
Adjourn

The Cultivator - January 2016
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Oregon Women for Agriculture
2016 State Convention Registration
“Get Her Boots On”
February 25-27, 2016 - Imperial River Lodge - Maupin, Oregon
Name: _______________________________________________
Chapter: ______________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________
Email :_______________________________________________
Early Registration: postmarked by 2/8/2016

#_____@ $70 = _____

Late Registration: postmarked after 2/8/2016

# _____@ $90 = _____

Thursday Only:

# _____@ $20 = _____

Friday Only:

# _____ @ $55 = _____

Saturday Only:

#_____ @ $15 = ______
Total Due:

$_______

Sorry we are not including spouses/men this year for the Friday night dinner due to
space. Please get ready for a girls only slumber party!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------Mail form and check to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture – Columbia Gorge Chapter
P.O. Box 1049
The Dalles, OR 97058
No refunds after February 8, 2016 (You may find a substitute to attend in your place.)
Lodging:
Imperial River Company Lodge (http://deschutesriver.com)
800-395-3903 or 541-395-2404
Address: 304 Bakeoven Rd.
Maupin, Oregon 97037
***Very Important!!! Please call to reserve your room, although the website allows you to book online,
the lodge is reserved for OWA only so you will need to specify that you are part of OWA.
*** Also, please understand that the lodge has limited rooms available and we are asking that you find at
least one roommate for the convention! There is multi-bed rooms so call for details of winter rates and
Please find a friend!
Winter Room rates: River view $105 + tax

Non-River view $73+ tax

If you have any questions call Deanna Sudan, Columbia Gorge chapter President, 541-760-0217
or email: Columbiagorgeowa@gmail.com

The Cultivator - January 2016

11

OWA Legislative Committee Update
Chair: Marie Bowers Stagg
Members: Josie Miller, Arwen McGilvra, Deanna Dyksterhuis, Shelly Boshart Davis, Tami Kerr, Amelia Larned,
Arlene Kovash, Helle Ruddenklau
The state legislature and the November 2016 ballot will offer many challenges for agriculture. This is not the year
to sit idly by or say, “I am too busy, I am glad someone else does that.” We HAVE to HAVE all hands on deck.
February Legislative session
On February 1st the Oregon legislature will convene for a 35-day session. The leadership in the legislature wants
to handle some issues, specifically minimum wage, “in house” rather than see it on the 2016 ballot.
OWA opposed raising the minimum wage in the 2015 legislative session. We will continue to oppose it in the
February session. Currently, there are petitioners gathering signatures to get a measure on the 2016 ballot that
would raise the minimum wage to $15/hour.
Official position:
“Oregon Women for Agriculture is opposed to a minimum wage that is inconsistent with the federal
minimum wage. Oregon Agriculture would not be competitive with the rest of the nation or the global
market. Oregon agriculture could be priced out of the market and in turn risk losing current and
potential customers.”
Other Legislation to watch:
• Cap & Trade/emission standards
• Corporate Tax Increase
Elections
Individually, OWA does not endorse candidates. However, we are part of the natural resource coalition AgPAC.
This enables us to have a say in which candidates will align with the values of the natural resource community.
In 2016, Oregonians will be voting on Governor, Secretary of State, and Treasurer. A handful of state senators
and the House of Representatives are up for election. Please let the OWA Legislative Committee know which
candidates are support of Oregon Natural Resources and deserve AgPAC’s support. Any input is valuable to take
back to AgPAC.
Important Dates in 2016
January 22nd -- Dunn Carney Ag Summit
February 1st – Legislative Session Begins
May 17th – Primary Election
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2016 Ag Summit to Examine New Employment Regulations; Water Issues
New paid sick-leave regulations and their implications for agricultural employers are among the hot topics to be
discussed at Dunn Carney’s 2016 Ag Summit, a signature educational event for Oregon’s agricultural community.
The half-day summit, featuring industry leaders from around the region as well as members of the
Dunn Carney Ag Team, will be held January 22, 7:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., at the Salem Convention Center. Water
reallocation and quality issues, basic administrative rules and application procedures for cannabis growers and
retailers, and alternative dispute resolution options for growers are also among the topics to be discussed.
The summit provides farmers, ranchers, processors and retailers with an overview of regulatory developments,
legal issues, and best practices in the agriculture industry. The event is cosponsored by Oregon’s major
agricultural groups. This is the first time the eight-year-old conference has been held in Oregon’s capitol city.
Dunn Carney’s Water Summit, the Ag Summit’s Eastern Oregon sister-event, will be held March 11 at Hamley
Steakhouse in Pendleton. Tom Byler, director of the Oregon Water Resources Department, will again be a
featured speaker.
Dunn Carney’s Ag Team assists clients with most issues affecting agribusiness, including property, business,
employment, land use, water and other natural resource matters.
For more information contact Dunn Carney, LLP at 503.224.6440
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Ballot Initiative Signatures Needed!
OWA supports the end of Oregon's Estate Tax, for 2016 known as Protect Family
PROTECT FAMILY GIVING FROM TAXES
The People of the State of Oregon enact the following new Section to be added to Article IX of
the Oregon Constitution:
1. No tax shall be imposed on any gift of property from one family member to another member
of the same family, no matter whether the gift is made during life, upon death, or after death.
2. “Family member” or “member of the same family” means a relationship by blood, marriage,
domestic partnership, adoption, or by other laws recognizing family relationships, between a
giver and a recipient, within the third degree of relationship between the giver and the
recipient. This includes, by example, but is not limited to, relationships within the range of
spouses, domestic partners, great grandparents, grandparents, parents, children,
grandchildren, great grandchildren, great uncles, great aunts, uncles, aunts, nephews, nieces,
great nephews, great nieces, siblings, and cousins.
3. This Section protects family gifts from gift taxes, income taxes, inheritance taxes, estate
taxes, and any other form of state or local taxation.
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Winter 2016 FFA Events

Our next Oregon FFA Foundation event will be at the Northwest Agricultural Show January
26-28 at Portland Expo Center. Oregon FFA will have a booth with the State Officers
educating the public on FFA. We have three programs taking place during this time. We
will have vendors host our bingo game in which all attendees will be able to complete a
bingo game by going to participating vendors and getting a stamp. Attendees will then be
entered to win a big screen TV. The 25 participating vendors will be entered to win an iPad.
On Tuesday night of FFA day, January 26, we will also be hosting a FFA Reception open
to all those who attend the Northwest Agricultural Show. This will start at 6:00 pm in the
Tasting Room, between Halls D & E. There has been beer and wine donated by the Tasting
Room vendors as well as light food. Oregon FFA will be hosting a silent auction with several great items like a stay at
Eagle Crest, 4 Disney tickets, wine from Ken Wright Cellars, gift cards, chocolate, and more. Go to our Facebook page
for a detailed list of silent auction items, https://www.facebook.com/events/1501620536808995/.
Mark your calendar for February 20th, 2016. Oregon State University plays University of Oregon in Men's
Basketball and FFA will receive a donation on all tickets sold on behalf of FFA. The Saturday game starts at 7:00 pm
but come early for a private FFA tour of Matthew Knight Areana. We will also be taking a group photo on the court
after the game. Tickets are $16.50 and must be purchased through Matt Stern at 541-346-8452.
The State Officers will be busy on Winter Tour during the entire month of February. The team will be traveling to
local businesses and industry members who support FFA and are involved in agriculture. The State Officers are
excited to meet these Oregon Agriculturalists and learn more about their state.
Come March we will again be having our annual FFA Sponsor Dinner. This year it will be located at the Oldfield
Animal Teaching Facility on the Oregon State University Campus in Corvallis. It will be held on March 18, 2016.
There will be more details to follow.
-from Oregon FFA news

- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Oregon Women for Agriculture Membership Application
“Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture.”
AAW#_________
March 1, _____ to March ______
Name______________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name
First Name
Spouse
Address___________________________________________________________________________
County________________________________ Phone_____________________________________
Email_______________________________________________________________________________
____ New Member ____ Renewal/Reinstate ____Under 21

Relationship to Ag _____________________

Check areas of interest:
___ Auction Committee

___ Displays, Signs

___ Education

___ Legislative

___ School or Farm Tours

___ Scholarship Committee

___ Website

___ Public Relations/Marketing

___ Ways & Means

___ Convention

___ Newsletter

___ Other

The Cultivator - January 2016

Dues: $45.00 annually
(includes AAW membership)
Check payable and send to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture
630 Hickory Street NW
Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, OR 97321
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OWA Supporters…

Linn Benton Chapter
thanks our
Linn/Benton member,
Dona Coon for her
service as President of
OWA and a job well
done from 2014-2016!
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White-faced ibis enjoy the grass on the Chewaucan
Valley, Paisley, Oregon cattle pastures. Historic
water rights held by Oregon families are being
threatened by special-interest groups intent on
protecting migratory birds. The situation is
profiled in the Winter issue of RANGE magazine,
which recently received a third consecutive
Freedom of the Press award.
PHOTO CREDIT: ©Larry Turner/RANGE

courtesy CJ Hadly, Range Magazine
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Oregon Women for Agriculture
PO Box 149
Fort Rock, OR 97735
www.owaonline.org

OWA’s Annual State Convention

February 25-27, 2016
Imperial River Lodge, Maupin
Agenda and Registration information, pages 10-11
JANUARY * FEBRUARY * MARCH
OWA STATE BOARD MEETINGS

January 15: Capital Press, Salem
February 25-27: Imperial Lodge, Maupin
March 18: TBA

AMAZON.COM link on OWA website:
On OWA’s homepage click on upper
right Amazon.com link to buy stuff
from Amazon.com OWA receives a
percentage! (average 4% per item
based on your purchase)
www.owaonline.org
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Reminder!
Cultivator Deadline
for all news, reports, photos,
articles, ads, etc. for
April edition is March 30th.
Please send to the Editor.
Mark your calendar!
2016 AgFest
April 23 & 24
Oregon State
Fairgrounds
Salem
www.oragfest.com
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