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Upcoming Events

Coon awarded at ODA Crop Up Dinner

Alice Dettwyler, Arlene Kovash and Helle Ruddenklau

Dona Coon at a Crop Up Dinner in Eugene where she received 
an award for outstanding work in educating people on agricul-
ture from Oregon Dept. of Agriculture. Jessica Jansen nomi-

nated her because of all the education she has spearheaded to 
promote agriculture through OWA, LBWA, SAI, AITC to name a 

few. Congratulations!

October 20th- State Board 
Meeting- Northwest Farm 
Credit, Pendleton, 12 SW 
Nye Ave, Pendleton, OR 
97801, 9am

October 21st- Ag In the 
Classroom(AITC) Fall Festi-
val Dinner, CH2M Hill Alumni 
Center @ OSU, 5pm

November 15-19, 2017- 
AAW’s National Convention, 
Bloomington, Minnesota, 
Embassy Suites

November 17th -Denim & 
Diamonds, 5pm, Oregon 
Convention Center

December 1st- State Board 
Meeting- Capital Press, 
Salem, 9am

Feb 15-17th- OWA State 
Convention, Astoria

April 21st- OWA 
Auction/Dinner, Linn County 
Fairgrounds, 4pm
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President’s Corner

TEXT photos to Jessica Jansen 
for the website! 971-832-2096

President, Debbie Crocker

Oregon Women for Agriculture continues to work together to commu-
nicate the story of today’s agriculture.   Our members not only work 
locally, they outreach throughout the State and nation.  

The Oregon State Fair gave OWA an opportunity to present “What is 
a GMO” on the Explore Oregon stage in Columbia Hall.  Helle Rud-
denklau and I explained what a GMO is and how we as farmers utilize 
them as a tool on our farms. It was a true pleasure to work with Helle, 
not only is she a great presenter, but she has a master’s in plant breed-
ing.

The AAW 2017 National Convention is November 15-17th at Bloom-
ington, Minnesota.  OWA members are encouraged to attend. There is 
still time to register and funding is available. It is a great opportunity 
to meet women from all around the U. S. with similar interests in agri-
culture.

OWA is fortunate to be the host of the 2019 AAW National Conven-
tion. The tentative dates are November 7-9th, 2019.  All members are 
encouraged to be involved with the planning.  Planning meetings will 
be announced.

Yamhill County is busy preparing for the OWA State Convention at 
the Astoria, February 15-17th, 2018.  Mark your calendars, grab a 
friend and plan on attending.  

Planning is underway for the 2018 OWA Auction. This year’s theme 
is “Oregon Agriculture, Good things are growing”.  The date is April 
21, 2018.  If you are interested in helping, please contact Helle. She is 
the new Auction chairman. See you at the Linn County Fairgrounds!

The position of State Vice-President, currently served by Helle Rud-
denklau, will be open when she becomes President at the OWA State 
Convention in February.  If you are interested in serving as OWA 
Vice-President, please let me know.  

I hope all members enjoyed their summer.  Whether it was traveling or 
implementing a safe, bountiful harvest!  It is truly a blessing to work 
with such a great group of women passionate about agriculture.  

OWA is pleased to announce that 
we will be the host of the 2019 
AAW National Convention.  The 
tentative dates are November 
7-9th, 2019.  

Over 100 AAW women from 
around the US will be coming to 
Oregon for the 3 day convention.  

The locations being considered 
are Eugene, Salem or Portland.  
Affordable room rates are a key 
factor in the hotel decision 
making process, plus the easy 
airport accessibility.  AAW helps 
with the hotel selection.  Once the 
location is determined, then 
members can help with arranging 
tours, guest speakers, the hospi-
tality suite, the silent auction, 
meals or numerous other details.  

It is an opportunity for us to 
showcase Oregon Agriculture 
and share the beauty of our State.  
Planning meetings will be 
announced.

Oregon Women for 
Agriculture host of 

the 2019 AAW 
National Convention



October 2017           PG 3

Oregon Women for Agriculture 
State Officers

President
Debbie Crocker

26011 Old River Rd.
Monroe, OR 97456

541.740.5073
dcrocker@99w.us

First Vice-President
Helle Ruddenklau

12500 SW Salt Creek Rd.
Amity, OR 97101

503.932.0558
ruddenkl@viclink.com

Second Vice-President
Mary Hood

3484 NW Scenic Drive, 
Albany, OR  97321

hoodm@columbiabank.com
541.9792199

Recording Secretary
Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121

Salem, OR 97305
503.932.1326

emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com

Corresponding Sec.
Jessica Hanna

1907 NE 18th Street
Redmond, OR 97756

541.408.5232
auntjessa@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Tracy Duerst

14446 Riches Rd, SE
Silverton, OR 97381

503.873-8441
djduerst@aol.com

The Cultivator is published four times a 
year as a service to our members, advertis-

ers and donors.
To submit information or interest in 

advertising contact

Jess Schiller, Editor
jes.schiller@gmail.com • 541.376.5052

PO Box 788 • Pilot Rock, OR 97868

Newsletter Deadline:
Third Friday of March, June, September 

and December

Find us online at owaonline.org
Like OWA on Facebook at
facebook.com/OWA4AG

Follow OWA on Twitter
twitter.com/OWA4AG

Oregon Women for Agriculture • 1969-2017
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which the 

entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the production of food, feed, 
fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for profit, which provides a major source of 

income and capital for reinvestment.

OWA Goals:
• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the importance of agricul-
ture to the economy and to the environment.
• To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.
• To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.
• To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard and dealt with 
fairly.
• To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture. OWA defines sustain-
able agriculture as using farm practices and resources that produce safe, high quality 
food and other products for America and the world resulting in profitable operations that 
improve the land and environment for future generations.

To join OWA, mail application and dues to the address below.
Dues are $45. per year for membership in OWA, AAW and your
county chapter, or as an at large member (where we don’t have

county chapters). See membership form in this issue.

Mail correspondence to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture

630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321

www.owaonline.org

Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon
@ NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond 

Every other month: 
Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec

President: Jessica Hanna 
541.408.5232 • auntjessa@hotmail.com

Lane: First Friday,  8:15 am, 
@ Citizens Bank, Juction City

Every other month October - June
President: Sarah Fay

541.736.2021 • sfay@citizensebank.com

Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm
President: Dona Coon

541.936.0074 stems @alyrica.net

Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon 
@ NW Farm Credit Services, 

Salem (N. of Costco).
No meetings in July and August

President: Mallory Phelan
541.990.9521 mallory@aglink.org

Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon 
@ area restaurants

President: Diann Washburn
503-370-8092 • diann@ofsonline.org

Yamhill: 3rd Tuesday, 7pm 
@ Citizens Bank, McMinnville
No meetings in July-Aug & Dec

President: Susie Kreder
503.864.2077 • bigal@onlinemac.com

Columbia Gorge: 2nd Tuesday, 5:30pm 
@ Casa El Mirador, The Dalles
Jan, March, May, Sept & Dec

President: Cindy Brown
541.993.5291 • Cindy.brown@oregonstate.edu

Eastern Oregon: 2nd Tuesday, 6 pm
locations rotate between Umatilla 

& Morrow counties.
President: Josie Miles

541.705.5799 
Josie.Miller@northwestfcs.com

CHAPTER MEETING DATES AND INFORMATION
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What’s happening around the State
Columbia Gorge
Fall is here and that means the 
Columbia Gorge chapter is back 
to holding meetings after the 
summer harvest break.  Our fall 
meeting was held Tuesday, 
September 12 in The Dalles, with 
5 members and 2 guests present.  
Our chapter’s college scholarship 
winner, Emily Gallegos of Hood 
River, has registered for classes at 
Linn-Benton Community College 
so a check is headed her way.  
Sherman teacher Piper Jones 
attended Summer Ag Institute on 
a scholarship from the chapter, 
and gave a great presentation 
about how much she learned 
during the week.  Our chapter had 
exhibits at the Sherman and 
Gilliam County Fairs. We are 
discussing adding an annual 
fundraiser by doing a steak feed 
at the Dufur Vintage Days each 
August.  Next meeting will be a 
fall social to “bring a friend” and 
invite potential new members to 
check out OWA.  

Cindy Brown, President

Marion-Clackamas
This hot summer was very busy 
for the Marion-Clackamas chap-
ter. We overhauled our Oregon 
Trail Farms guide this year, 
which included building a 
reliable and modern website as 
well as starting a Facebook page 
to promote our participating 
farms. We had 13 farm stands in 
the greater Salem region in our 
guide this year. To learn more you 
can follow us on Facebook 
@OregonTrailFarms or visit 
www.oregontrailfarms.com. 

We were also in charge of plan-
ning the OWA state fair booth. 
We had volunteers every day at 
the booth! The two main interac-
tive activities we had were a 
photobooth prop with Oregon ag 
facts and a big jar full of hazel-
nuts that folks could try to guess 
the correct number to win a $50 
amazon gift card. Our volunteers 
visited with a lot of people, 

talking about Oregon agriculture 
and giving away pencils, post it 
notes, envelope openers, bowl 
scrapers, chip clips and more. 

We've awarded our annual $500 
scholarship to Michaela Kay 
Chapin of Gervais who will be 
attending Oregon State Univer-
sity to study Animal 
Science/Veterinary Medicine. We 
have also sent our sponsorship 
checks to Oregon Ag in the Class-
room and the Salem Chamber of 
Commerce Agri-Business Ban-
quet.

We resumed our regularly sched-
uled meetings in September. We 
are beginning to move our meet-
ings around our counties to vari-
ous locations. Our next meeting 
is Monday, October 9th at 12 
noon at Wilco Headquarters in 
Mt. Angel. Our November 13th 
meeting at 12 noon will be at 
Capital Press in Salem. We will 

MC's VP Randi Bural 
volunteering at the booth.

Columbia Gorge OWA Booth at 
Gilliam County Fair

Columbia Gorge chapter’s SAI 
scholarship winner, Piper Jones, 

with husband Paul
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Around the State Continued...

Continued on page 6

have a chapter social in Decem-
ber.

We will be selling Willamette 
Valley Pie Company pie cards as 
a fundraiser this fall. These pie 
cards never expire and can be 
redeemed for any flavor they 
have in the freezer case at their 
flagship store in Salem. They take 
the ease out of holiday gatherings 
and make great stocking stuffers, 
too! Please contact Mallory at 
marionclackamas@owaonline.or
g to order. 

Mallory Phelan, President

Yamhill County 
We are  busy planning the 2018 
State Convention,  Februrary 
15-17. Plans are coming together 
and it looks like it will be fun and 
educational!  Also we are plan-

ning on our annual gift pack sale 
for November and December.  If 
anyone would like to place orders 
early we will take them.  We will 
start ordering produce soon and 
packing takes place the second 
weekend of November so we will 
need to know soon if anyone 
wants a large number.  We usually 
package 125 gift packs and sell 
out over the holidays.
 
For more information, contact 
Susie Kreder, Yamhil County 
President, 503.864.2077 • 
bigal@onlinemac.com

Susie Kreder, President

 Linn Benton
We are pleased that harvest is 
over and fall has arrived! Our 
members put up two county fair 
booths and volunteered to help 
kids and their parents grind wheat 
and answer questions at the 
Benton County Fair. Thanks to 
Katie Glaser, Lorie Tharp, Kristi 
Miller, Betty Jo Smith, Laurie 
Schrock and Tina Miller. We 
presented “Golden Broom” 
herdsmanship awards to 4-H 
members at Benton County and 
an Outstanding Senior 4-H 
member award at Linn County. A 
new award was given at Linn and 
Benton County Fairs for the 4-H 
member with the highest accu-
mulated points in several areas 
including fiber arts. The award 
was presented in an embellished 
thirty-one bag. Special thanks to 
Lorie Tharp and Katie Glaser for 
making this happen.

Betty Jo Smith is heading the 

committee to complete the OWA 
Commodity Quilt and have it 
ready for our auction item in 
April! Carrie Corrado is working 
on our cowboy/western themed 
Christmas tree project we do for 
Pape in Tangent each year. We 
voted to put together a “Night 
Out” basket for AITC auction. 
We’ve got a great group of ladies 
of all ages and its fun to get 
together and make things happen!

Dona Coon, President

Polk County
Polk County OWA has been busy 
this summer! Here’s what we’ve 
been working on:

At the Polk County Fair – We 
presented our “Explore Opportu-
nities in Agriculture” display 
board with brochures detailing a 
few of the many jobs available in 
agriculture. We also helped 
manage the Passport Program. As 
people entered the fairgrounds, 
we encouraged them to grab a 
passport and walk around the 
grounds to find specific items. 
Once they found nearly every-
thing, they came back to our 
booth to get a prize. It was a fun 
game for parents to do with their 
kids. We had a lot of adults 
participate too. Fair managers 
were pleased with our involve-
ment and asked us to help with 
the project again next year. Our 
group had a great experience.

The 2017 Constitutional Essay is 
ready to go out to Polk, Marion 
and Benton County students, 

 Barbara Sims that won first prize 
for the Pioneer Award at the Linn 
Co. Fair that our chapter spon-
sored and the prize was a "31 

Bag" with an AgDay365 Logo on 
it full of local goodies
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From page 5

OWA Out and About

grades 9-12. This year’s contes-
tants are asked to answer one of 
these three questions: 

1. The constitution provides 
protections from government 
intrusion. When is a police search 
of your locker, backpack, cell 
phone and/or computer constitu-
tional? Do you agree with this 
standard, and why?
2. How does the Constitution 
protect your right to free speech 
as a student? What are some limi-
tations to your right to protest at 
school (time, location, method)? 
Do you agree with these limita-
tions, and why?
3. What right does the Second 
Amendment protect? What 
restrictions has Oregon placed on 
this right? If you enjoy activities 
like hunting, how do these 

Around the State... restrictions affect your right to 
engage in these activities? Do 
you support or oppose these 
restrictions, and why?

Email entries by December 31, 
2017 to Arlene Kovash at 
kovasha@gmail.com Prizes 
awarded will be $250 for first 
place, $100 for second place, and 
$50 for third place. Also, each 
entry will receive a $5 Dutch 
Bros. card and a pocket Constitu-
tion.  A bonus prize of a $10 
Dutch Bros. card will be given if 
you submit a creative meme on 
the Constitution, to be published 
on Facebook or other social 
media. Contest information and 
rules are available on the OWA 
website and on our Facebook 
page www.facebook.com
/PolkCountyWomenforAg

Ideas for later this fall include 
viewing the “Food Evolution” 
movie together to better inform 

Jana Kittredge'scrop ID sign on the route to Fort 
Rock State Park. Hundreds of tourists see it every 

summer on their way to the park.

ourselves and friends about 
GMOs. We are also considering 
helping with Career Connect 
Expo on October 11th at the Polk 
County Fairgrounds. Willamette 
Education Service District is 
organizing the event exposing 
students to career options in Ag 
and natural resources. Their goal 
is to help change the culture of 
college for all. College options 
will also be promoted but they are 
trying to help students think more 
about a career for all, which will 
lead to better planning on their 
part. They are also offering an 
expo in Yamhill County on Octo-
ber 26th. 

Polk County OWA meets on the 
second Monday of each month at 
11:30 AM at the Eola Inn, Rock n 
Rogers Restaurant in west Salem. 
All are welcome to attend.

Have a wonderful fall!
Diann Washburn, President

Deanna Sudan of the Columbia Gorge Chapter and her 
son Leo in the Vintage Dufur Days parade held in 
August. She had crop ID signs on the stroller and 

walked through the parade passing out OWA promo-
tional items wearing matching Holstein shirts! 
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Almost Everything Starts on a Farm or Ranch

OWA's communication tools were 
the landline telephone and the U.S. 
mail.  

And, lots of time and energy as 
volunteers hauling our brochures, 
flyers, notepads, Activity Color 

Courtesy of 
Deanna Dyksterhuis, Historian

Books, etc. with our bulky black display cases to non-farm organizations 
and shopping malls from Eugene to Portland!

Our Crop I.D. signs were hand lettered (green paint) on small pieces of 
white painted plywood. We could only place them on secondary roads.

Our Farm and Agricultural Resource Manual (F.A.R.M.) printed in 1982  
with lesson plans for teachers were used in "Teacher Training Days" at OSU 
(later becoming Summer Agriculture Institute).

Farm tours for area schools were popular with students, parents and teach-
ers. The FARM EXPO"S for Corvallis fourth grades in 1984 required lots of 
volunteers. The concepts developed back then are the basis for what is now 
Ag Fest.

Meet the latest OWA Truck Wrap! Boshart Trucking applied to add a second wrap to their truck fleet – 
this time on their 53-foot dry van trailer, desperately in need of a makeover. Boshart Trucking replaced 
the rear doors and split the wrap cost with the grant from OWA’s Truck Wrap Committee, the truck was 
then wrapped on both the rear and sides with OWA’s signature “Almost Everything Starts on a Farm or 
Ranch” and “#StartsWithAg”. We think it stands out and want to thank all the companies promoting both 
agriculture and Oregon Women for Ag!

BEFORE

AFTER

Promotional Items 
Update
For those of you who have events 
there are OWA promotional items 
in the Turner Storage Unit! 

 • OWA Pencils
 • #AgDay 365 Stickers
 • “Almost Everything 
 Starts on a Farm or
  Ranch” – Stickers
 • Plastic bags 
 – Oregon Grass Seed

On order, and soon to be received:

 • OWA Bowl Scrapers
 • OWA Envelope Openers
 • OWA Bag Clips

Please write down what you take 
and return unused items. Contact 
Dona Coon (541.936.0074) if you 
have questions. 
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Back-to-School Excitement 
September always brings a surge of activity in the 
Agriculture in the Classroom office as teachers and 
students go back-to-school. Seemingly overnight 
orders increase, emails pour in and Get Oregonized 
orders pile up. This September, we are so excited to 
announce the growth of our program in Washington 
County. Through a sponsorship and agreement with 
Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District, we 
are in the process of hiring a full-time positon to 
serve teachers in Oregon’s second most populous 
county. We are very excited to see the impact of this 
position and growth of our program in this impor-
tant area of our state. 
Last month, we kicked off our school year with our 

Willamette Valley Ag Expo is coming 
up on Nov 14-16th in Albany at the 
Linn County Fair Grounds. There is 
a link on our website for volunteers 
to sign-up to work at the OWA booth 
during the event. More info is online 

at: http://wvaexpo.com/

Oregon Ag in the Classroom

annual calendar reception. This event took place at the Oregon State Fair, ten of the 13 winners attended 
the event, as did three of their teachers. The students had the opportunity to share with the audience about 
their artwork and why they created the image that they did. The teachers also had the opportunity to share 
how they used the contest to incorporate agriculture into their curriculum. Let me know if you would like 
a copy of this year’s calendar! 
Get Oregonized history books continue to be distributed across the state as teachers prepare for lessons in 
Oregon history, natural resources and agriculture. Please keep this resource in mind as you interact with 
educators throughout the school year. Many chapters have sponsored placement of these books into class-
rooms. As a reminder, student books cost $25 for single copies, or $20 for quantities over 8. Teacher’s 
Guides are $25 each. We have grant funds available as well that you can also use to stretch your dollars in 
sponsorships or direct the teachers to pursue.  
Finally, we have been busy preparing for our Annual Fall Harvest Dinner and Auction. We will be at the 
CH2M Hill Alumni Center again this year on the Oregon State University Campus on October 21.  Thanks 
to the generosity of dozens of individuals and business we have lots of exciting auction items including: a 
Pendleton blanket, a relaxation package for Allison Inn and Spa, a BBQ, wine tours and more! We are 
looking forward to a great evening of food, socializing and raising funds for our program. Tickets are 
available now online, oregonaitc.org/fall-harvest or by calling our office at 541-737-8629. Registrations 
are due by October 11th. We hope to see you there! 
Jessica Jansen, Executive Director 
Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation
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Helle Ruddenklau, Auction Chair
We will be hosting our 31st annual fundraiser 
“Oregon Agriculture: Good Things Are Growing” 
on Saturday, April 21st, 2018 at the Linn County 
Fairground. We have decided to increase the ticket 
price. It will be $50 ahead of time and $60 at the 
door. The Gold Tables will stay at $1,000. I’m chair 
this year, but need the help of all of you to make it a 
successful year. Debbie Crocker recognized the 
need for a donation chair, so she has stepped into 
that position. She will have capable help from Beth 
Sell and Josie Miles. Debbie will be in charge of the 
west side and working with Josie on the east side.
 
We had our first auction meeting on September 11 at 
Rock-N-Rogers at Farrol’s Restaurant in Rickreall. 
Thank you to all who showed up. We have two posi-
tions still to fill. We need somebody to be in charge 
of the auction hall set up. This is mainly a job for the 
Friday before the auction. This person needs to have 
an overall picture of how the hall should be set up, 
and make sure it gets done. We do have some excel-
lent schematics from last year to help out with that. 
Secondly, we need a person to be in charge of 
publicity for the auction. The more we can get the 
word out, the better our attendance. Finally, it would 
be good to have a person “job shadow” Carrie 
Corrado at Registration. This will be Carrie’s last 
year in charge of this area, so we will need some-
body to take over the following year.

What we need from our members is to start thinking 
about donations. As you go about your daily life, are 
there companies you work with that you could ask 
for a donation from? Some companies decide their 
charitable giving at the end of the year or early in 
the new year, so it’s a good idea to find out about 
that and approach them at the right time. Email 
Debbie at owaauction@gmail.com to see if a com-
pany is already a steady donor, and maybe you can 
approach them this year? Or if they haven’t donated 
in the past, then please go ahead and ask them. I 
sometimes will put a donation form in with a 
personal message when I pay a bill, but generally it 
requires a phone call and sometimes a follow up by 

Auction Report

a personal visit to collect the donation.

Each county is also responsible for an oral auction 
item. This has turned out to be a great way to show 
off your particular part of the state, but there are 
many ways this can be done. Linn-Benton is plan-
ning on donating the quilt they have completed from 
OWA’s original quilt pattern.

Our next meeting is scheduled for January 8th at 
6:30 pm at Rock-n-Rogers at Farrol’s Restaurant in 
Rickreall. Keep an eye out for any email updates, 
and hope to see you there!

From AAW website, for more 
information please visit 
americanagriwomen.com.

In 2017, AAW’s National 
Convention will be in 
Bloomington, Minnesota at 
the Embassy Suites on 
November 15-19, 2017.

2017 AAW National 
Convention 

Register online or send your Registration Form 
with a check to American Agri-Women – 142 Oak 
Circle – Colchester, VT 05446
Early Registration ends October 25, 2017.

If you are a Board of Director member and are 
unable to attend, please submit your Proxy Form to 
secretary@americanagriwomen.org. All affiliate 
and commodity chapters should email their annual 
reports by October 25th.  

OPTIONAL Wednesday Bayer AgVocacy 
Program: Wednesday the night before convention 
we will be doing an AgVocacy train the trainer 
offered by Bayer. Times are tentative 5:30-9:30. 
Registration is limited, so just because you check it 
on your form does not mean you necessarily will 

Continued on page 11
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Helle Ruddenklau
On August 29th, OMSI screened the new documen-
tary “Food Evolution.” The movie discusses the 
future of our food supply and the positive role 
GMOs could play. There are a number of documen-
taries about our food supply, however most of them 
have a decided anti-GMO and anti-commercial ag 
viewpoint. We are all affected by how consumers 
react to these negative portrayals of agriculture, so 
it is nice to have our side presented for a change.
 
I was asked to participate in a panel ahead of the 
showing. It was moderated by the food science 
professor from OSU who runs their sensory lab, 
and she did a very nice job. The other panelists 
were a doctor from OHSU who specializes in infec-
tious diseases and can see the health benefits of 
nutritionally improving staple foods in the develop-
ing world, and Marc Brazeau, who does a lot of 
deep thinking about the best way to feed the planet.
 
The screening was well attended and I was happily 
surprised by the positive vibe in the room. As one 
attendee pointed out as we were leaving “Well, this 
was an OMSI event, so the crowd tends to be pro-
science” which made a lot of sense.
 
I would encourage each of you to say “yes” if you 
are asked to participate in something like this. It 
can be intimidating, but nobody knows agriculture 
better than us. If we don’t speak up the next person 
that is asked may not have something positive to 
say about agriculture. It is always okay to say you 

OWA presents at OMSI screening

don’t know the answer to something, but can find 
out and get back to them. I could think of many 
other people who would be more qualified to sit 
where I was, but I think it went fine, and I’m happy 
I said “yes.”

Panel of participatnts at OMSI’s screening of “Food 
Evolution”

Continued on page 14

Jayson Merkley, 2015 Global Leadership Fellow
In 2015 I was accepted into a fellowship at Cornell 
University that changed my life. I was one of 
twenty-five farmers, journalists, scientists, and ag 
tech advocates from around the globe. Most of us 
were from developing countries where food secu-
rity is an issue for hundreds of millions of people. 
We were brought together by the Alliance for 
Science, which seeks to promote access to scien-
tific innovation as a means of enhancing food 
security, improving environmental sustainability 
and raising the quality of life globally.
 
I was an unlikely candidate for this fellowship. I 

The Alliance for Science Seeks Farmers’ Voices
didn’t have any academic background in science. 
I’d never stepped foot on a farm. And I’d never 
travelled far enough to be a global-scale thinker. 
But it gets worse. 

When I moved to Oregon in 2012 I actually 
opposed some of the technologies that the Alliance 
promotes. I was securely seatbelted to the “anti-
GMO” bandwagon. It wasn’t a conclusion I 
reached through careful research and consider-
ation. It was just an accepted assumption within 
my social group. It seems silly to actually write 
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On OWA’s 
homepage click 
on upper right 

Amazon.com link 

OWA receives a percentage! On average 
4% per item based on your purchase.

www.owaonline.org

have a lot. A light dinner will be provided.  There is 
no cost to participate (and a stipend will be 
provided after convention to those who complete 
the post convention assignment. The stipend will 
help defer an additional hotel night).

OPTIONAL Pre-Convention Thursday Tour: Agri-
culture in the City: Agriculture abounds inMinne-
apolis and St. Paul, as you will see on this tour -a 
sampling of our stops includes: visiting the Dairy 
Test Kitchens of Land O’ Lakes, Inc one of several 
Fortune 500 agricultural companies in the Twin 
Cities. We will also have a stop at the University of 
Minnesota where we will tour and learn more 
about the research, teaching and outreach that 
occurs in agriculture and veterinary medicine 
fields. Watch out for another surprise or two on the 
way to our final destination – the Mill City 
Museum. In what was the heart of the once world-
famous Minneapolis flour milling district along the 
mighty Mississippi River, the Mill City Museum 
boasts interesting exhibits and a unique atmosphere 
where you will enjoy our Thursday welcome to 
Minnesota reception.

Creamy Creations will be serving cheesecake bites 
at the Mills Museum Reception on the Thursday 
Tour.

View the Tour Information – Spouse/Guest Tour 
Information and OPTIONAL Post Tour Informa-
tion. NOTICE The Sunday Tour will not be return-
ing to the hotel until 9pm.

Trade Show: If you are interested in having a trade 
show booth, the cost is $200. Please email Karolyn 
Zurn at govissues@americanagriwomen.org to 
reserve your booth.

Silent Auction and Live Auction Items: Please 
bring your silent auction or live auction items with 
you.  If you are shipping them, please address them 
as follows: Embassy Suites Bloomington, ATTN: 
Guest (Your Name), AAW, November 15-19, 2017, 

2800 American Boulevard West, Bloomington, 
MN 55431.

Convention T-Shirts are available for $15 and Con-
vention Charms are available for $20.Order NOW!  
Extras will not be available at Convention for 
purchase.

The room rates start at $139 per night for a King 
Room or $149 per night for a Double Room. The 
hotel block cut-off date is October 25, 2017! This 
rate is good from November 15-18, 2017 and three 
days before and after (based on hotel availability). 
If you need additional assistance, call 800-
Embassy and reference American Agri-Women or 
AAW. You can also book online at 
www.embassybloomington.com. Enter in dates of 
stay and enter in Group/Convention Code: AAW.

Complimentary airport shuttle to the Minneapolis-
St. Paul Airport.  Please call the hotel at 952-884-
4811 to arrange your shuttle pick up upon arriving 
to the airport.

If you need to ship anything to the hotel, please 
send to Embassy Suites Bloomington, ATTN: 
Guest (Your Name), AAW, November 16-18, 2017, 
2800 American Boulevard West, Bloomington, 
MN 55431
.
Thank you for your interest in American Agri-
Women! If you would like more information please 
feel free to contact us anytime at 
aaw@americanagriwomen.org

...AAW Convention 
From page 9
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Oregon’s farm to school efforts 
are among the strongest in the 
nation, bolstered by local farmers, 
ranchers, fishers, and food 
processors who have worked hard 
to develop strong relationships 
with schools. As part of National 
Farm to School Month in Octo-
ber, the Oregon Department of 
Agriculture is recognizing six 
producers statewide who are 
dedicated to providing nutritious 
food to schools and engaging kids 
as part of the process.

“We have a lot of commitment 
from our school districts to work 
with their local producers and 
vice-versa,” says Amy Gilroy, 
ODA’s Farm to School Program 
manager. “Many producers 
believe deeply in providing 
healthy, local food to those school 
districts as well as connecting on 
the farm with  kids through field 
trips and other activities.”

Oregon has long been a national 
leader in farm to school efforts, 
possessing one of the most well 
funded programs in the country. 
Consistent support from the state 
legislature has created a program 
that provides healthy meals for 
kids while putting money in the 
pockets of Oregon producers.

“Just in the last few years, the 
program has grown from being 
able to serve about 25 school 
districts in the state to about 140 
school districts,” says Gilroy. 
“That is very remarkable.”

Farm to School Month highlights
 local producers

The Farm to School Program 
reaches almost half of the 
500,000 kids in Oregon public 
schools. With kids getting about 
half of their daily calories at 
school these days, farm to school 
is one way to ensure those kids 
are getting a healthy meal.

Oregon has historically been one 
of the states that spends the high-
est percentage of its school meals 
budget on purchasing local foods. 
Sales are increasing. Last year, 
school districts in Oregon spent 
about $14 million on local fruits, 
vegetables, seafood, meats, and 
grains.

Now in its second year, the 
Oregon Department of 
Agriculture’s Farm to School 
Producer Awards pay tribute to 
those who have gone above and 
beyond to strengthen that 
relationship between kids and 
schools with what’s being locally 
produced. 

Last year, Valley Flora welcomed 
to the farm more than 220 local 
students from Port Orford, 
Bandon, and Gold Beach in addi-
tion to providing fresh vegetables 
and potatoes to the breakfast and 
lunch menu.

Rickreall Dairy and its farm tour 
manager, Stacy Foster, is another 
award winner. The dairy provides 
opportunities for kids to bottle 
feed baby calves, see the milking 
parlor in action, and watch as the 
milk leaves the cow and into 

storage or transport. 

Dona Coon of Oak Park Farms in 
Shedd has dedicated more than 30 
years to helping Oregon students 
and teachers learn more about 
agriculture. Visiting hundreds of 
Oregon classrooms and hosting 
kids on the farm for hands-on 
experiences, Coon receives the 
award for exemplifying the 
education component of farm to 
school.

Gordon Key of Key Family Fruit 
Farm in Milton-Freewater is 
meeting the needs of the Hermis-
ton School District. This past 
school year, the district purchased 
more than 36,000 pounds of 
plums, pluots, and apples from 
Key Farms.

Another fruit grower, Thomas 
Orchards of Monument, has been 
supplying Bend LaPine Schools 
for the past 12 years. 

Rancher Will Homer of Fossil is 
another award recipient. For the 
past nine years, Homer and the 
ranchers of Painted Hills Beef 
have been supplying Bend Lapine 
Schools with ground beef and 
hamburger patties.

Oregon’s successful model for 
farm to school is something other 
states continue to look at. The 
formula is simple and worth 
celebrating– give opportunities 
for local producers and healthy 
food options for kids.
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Diann Washburn, OWT Auction Chair
Plans are under way for the 80th Oregon Logging Conference and 27th Annual 
Oregon Women in Timber Auction that benefits the award-winning forest educa-
tion program, Talk About Trees!  The auction gathers together with OLC’s Meet 
& Greet festivities at the Eugene Hilton Hotel & Conference Center on Wednes-
day, February 21st, 2018. Doors open at 4:00 PM with hosted beer, wine and a 
hearty western buffet!

To recieve a copy of Reservation and Donation 
Receipt , please email info@orwit.org or 

jes.schiller@gmail.com
 

Questions?  Contact Diann Washburn 
at 503-831-1593 or email to info@orwit.org
To assure acknowledgement in the auction 

booklet, please respond by 2-1-2018

Over 3 million students and adults have participated in a Talk About Trees presentation since 1991!  Talk 
About Trees is a statewide forest education program focused on increasing student’s knowledge and 
awareness of Oregon’s forests. This on-site, hands-on science unit is offered to pre-school through eighth 
grade students free of charge and is presented by Talk About Trees facilitators.
 
Your support makes a difference!  Proceeds from the auction, grants and the many generous donations 
from individuals and businesses just like you, provide critical support. Your assistance and confidence 
enables Talk About Trees to continue educating Oregonians, young and old, about our renewable forests.  

Please take a moment to consider how you can help keep this program going. Fill out the enclosed 
response form (email info@orwit.org or jes.schiller@gmail.com for a copy).  Your attendance at the 
auction, a direct cash donation or donated auction item will help to continue our success and reach even 
more students this year.  Getaway trips, jewelry, tickets to sporting events, hunting and fishing items are 
always a big hit. All donations are very much appreciated.
 
Oregon Women in Timber and Oregon Logging Conference joined forces as Partners in Education to raise 
funds for the OLC Foundation Scholarship Fund and Talk About Trees program by offering a 2018 com-
memorative lapel pin for $100.  Only 100 pins will be available! The sale of each pin gives an opportunity 
to support future generations and also a chance to win a $500 Meredith Lodging Gift Certificate. Meredith 
Lodging offers a wide selection of vacation rentals in Oregon destination resort areas along the Oregon 
Coast, Sunriver and Central Oregon. The winner does not need to be present to win!    

All donations and purchases are tax deductible.  Oregon Women in Timber is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit orga-
nization.  To assure acknowledgement in the auction booklet we must receive your donation and or reser-
vation by February 1, 2018.    

Thank you for your continued support for forestry education!

Oregon Women in Timber Auction 

Get out there! Contact your local business 
about supporting OWA
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ers are losing everything. Scien-
tists have developed a matoke 
plant that resists wilt, but these 
long-suffering farmers are 
prohibited from growing it. After 
all, it’s a “GMO.” Well-fed 
western-world influencers have 
told their leaders that GMOs are 
bad. There are several other 
biotech applications being evalu-
ated in Ugandan field trials-- 
virus-resistant cassava, insect 
resistant maize, water efficient 
and salt tolerant rice, and biofor-
tified banana to name a few. But 
with current regulations in place 
these crops will not get into farm-
ers hands. They will not be used 
to address food security and 
malnutrition. And they will not 
be able to help farmers afford to 
send their children to school.

During my time at Cornell, the 
Alliance trained a team of inter-
ested Ugandan stakeholders to 
plan a grassroots approach to this 
problem. I really enjoyed getting 
to know these folks. I learned a 
lot from them. They’ve had a 
tremendous impact back home. 
At the time of this writing, news 
outlets in Uganda are reporting 
that their government is poised to 
sign a biosafety law on Tuesday 
October 3rd which would finally 
get the ball rolling on legalizing 
cultivation of genetically modi-
fied crops.

I’m tentatively happy about the 
news, but I know Uganda faces 
more battles in giving farmers 
the choice to use modern biotech 
options. The Uganda team is just 
one of many that have benefitted 
from Alliance for Science train-
ing. The Alliance has helped 
grassroots organizers from Nige-
ria, the Philippines, India, Ghana, 
Mexico, Bangladesh, Venezuela, 

such thoughts on paper, to admit 
that my beliefs were based on 
preserving my sense of belong-
ing to a group rather than any 
objective facts. But a critical 
evaluation of those beliefs 
opened my eyes.

There was a lot I didn’t know. 
There was a lot of context I 
hadn’t considered. I hadn’t 
thought much about what it takes 
to feed seven billion people. 
There’s never been a time in my 
life when grocery store shelves 
haven’t overflowed with healthy 
affordable food. I knew that folks 
in other countries weren’t always 
so lucky, but I hadn’t considered 
how much biotechnology could 
help. 
The narrative I heard was always 
framed around increased pesti-
cide use and profits for reckless 
agrochemical corporations. 
That’s scary stuff from a 
consumer perspective. I still 
believe those are valid concerns. 
I’ve learned, however, that the 
discussion is a lot more nuanced 
than I had been led to believe. 
Eventually I realized that to 
focus on a very narrow set of 
applications puts us at risk of 
throwing out the baby with the 
bathwater.

I hadn’t heard, for example, that 
small-scale farmers in Uganda 
are losing their matoke crop to 
bacterial wilt. The matoke is a 
starchy banana. It’s incredibly 
important in Ugandan culture, 
where it is used as a staple food, 
for thatching roofs, for feeding 
goats, and even for brewing beer. 
The wilt has a devastating 
impact. Many subsistence farm-

and many more, each with a 
unique set of cultural and regula-
tory hurdles to overcome. There 
is synergistic strength in our mas-
sive network of farmers, scien-
tists, and ag advocates. Nothing 
about this fight happens in isola-
tion. Ag tech policy and activism 
in the United States has a mas-
sive impact overseas, on the folks 
who stand to benefit (or suffer) 
the most. This fact hit home 
during a poignant moment 
between myself and Daniel 
Otunge, a senior fellow from 
Kenya. I asked what I could do to 
help Africa’s struggle for access 
to these tools. His suggestion was 
simply to share their stories here 
in Oregon.

Hunger and poverty are multifac-
eted problems. There’s no single 
“silver bullet” solution. GE crops 
obviously won’t fix everything. 
But problem-fixing requires 
tools. And the bigger the toolbox, 
the more efficient we can be. 
That’s why it is an injustice for 
activists from the wealthy west-
ern countries to continue efforts 
aimed at denying tools to farmers 
in the developing world. 

I want to extend a formal invita-
tion to the Oregon ag community 
to join the Alliance for Science. 
You can sign up online at 
AllianceForScience.Cornell.edu. 
On our site you’ll see more infor-
mation about who we are and 
what we do. You’ll see a list of 
our initiatives, such as highlight-
ing stories about women in agri-
culture around the world.

Farmers’ voices are crucial. Let’s 
work together toward a world 
where all farmers have access to 
modern technology, and the free-
dom to make their own choices.

...Farmers’ Voices
From page 10
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storage or transport. 

Dona Coon of Oak Park Farms in 
Shedd has dedicated more than 30 
years to helping Oregon students 
and teachers learn more about 
agriculture. Visiting hundreds of 
Oregon classrooms and hosting 
kids on the farm for hands-on 
experiences, Coon receives the 
award for exemplifying the 
education component of farm to 
school.

Gordon Key of Key Family Fruit 
Farm in Milton-Freewater is 
meeting the needs of the Hermis-
ton School District. This past 
school year, the district purchased 
more than 36,000 pounds of 
plums, pluots, and apples from 
Key Farms.

Another fruit grower, Thomas 
Orchards of Monument, has been 
supplying Bend LaPine Schools 
for the past 12 years. 

Rancher Will Homer of Fossil is 
another award recipient. For the 
past nine years, Homer and the 
ranchers of Painted Hills Beef 
have been supplying Bend Lapine 
Schools with ground beef and 
hamburger patties.

Oregon’s successful model for 
farm to school is something other 
states continue to look at. The 
formula is simple and worth 
celebrating– give opportunities 
for local producers and healthy 
food options for kids.


