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OWA’s 2016 
Annual Auction 

Brings Funds 
for more Truck 

Wraps on 
Oregon 

Roadways!

OWA has expanded 
t h e i r a g r i c u l t u r a l 
awareness projects to 
include vehicle based 
media!  
O W A ’ s s i g n a t u r e 
b i l l b o a r d “ A l m o s t 
Everything Starts on a 
Farm or Ranch” is now 
available as a “truck 
wrap” for semi tankers, 
van box trailers and 
grain trailers traveling 
major highways and interstates. According to public purpose statistics about 
1 trillion people travel the American interstate annually and in America 72% 
of consumers know nothing about where their food comes from. 
Members of the OWA Truck Wrap Committee are helping connect the 
transportation and agricultural industries with American consumers 
through a visual and mobile educational display. These members are Macey 
Wessels and Shelly Boshart Davis from Linn/Benton chapter, and Josie 
Miller from Eastern Oregon chapter. Each truck wrap includes the OWA 
logo, website, Facebook and Twitter icons. The social media ties allow 
consumers to use #StartsWithAg to connect on social media and in turn 
promote agricultural awareness. 

The OWA Auction held in April brought in $3,187 specifically for this 
project. We’re excited to announce we are able to fund SIX new wraps on 
trucks/trailers throughout the state! Those new “moving billboards” will be 
seen soon on company trucks for Mallories Dairy, Crop Production Services, 
Helena Chemical Co., Wilco, and Wilbur Ellis. Each of these companies are 
also contributing to the cost of this project as well as volunteering their time 
to get measured and work with Van Dyke Signmakers in Tangent to get the 
wrap applied. We also want to thank Van Dyke Signmakers as they have 
been partners with us on this project beginning with our first truck, even 
donating design time. We appreciate these companies valuing this project 
and furthering agricultural education. 

- continued on page 5
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From the Editor                      
Happy Summer and harvest season, OWA friends! 
Agriculture is in the lives of all! I recently had my city 
childhood girlfriends come visit me. We had a terrific 
and educating time touring our ranch. Unfortunately, 
on their way home, they got a flat tire. The first person 
who stopped to help them was a representative from 
the USDA! They thought that was funny, after coming 
from rural America and ag land! It’s always fun to 
share with our urban friends all about our world and 
what we do! 

I always appreciate hearing from our members and 
collecting news and information for The Cultivator. 
With the ever advancing technological age of 
communications, we can receive and send messages in 
the click of a button. I encourage all of you who have 
the capability to sign up to receive the OWA Cultivator 
newsletter electronically. Please let OWA’s 2nd Vice-
President, Elisa Chandler know if you would like to be 
taken off of the US Postal Service Mailing List. If we 
have your current email address, you will receive The 
Cultivator via email prior to the print and mailing 
process being completed as it is a cumbersome process.                                          

OWA Treasurer and M/C member, Tracy Duerst shares 
her American AgriWomen Fly In to Washington DC 
experience on pages 13-14. What a terrific opportunity 
to make our voices heard! And, on page 16, you will 
find Oregon Farm Bureau’s Rural Road Safety 
brochure. Feel free to share this information with your 
communities. You can also download the brochure for 
print on the OFB website: oregonfb.org. There’s a  link 
to the brochure on the rotating panel.  

At this time, I want to let everyone know that I will be 
resigning from the Editorship of The Cultivator at the 
end of this year. The last Cultivator I will publish is the 
Autumn (October) edition. Please contact OWA 
President, Debbie Crocker if you are interested in 
becoming Editor and producing the quarterly 
newsletter. It’s been great fun and a wonderful 
opportunity for me. I published my first Cultivator in 
April of 2006. Gwen Mulkey was OWA President at the 
time and she asked me if I would like to take on the 
responsibility. Although OWA is all-volunteer, this 
position is paid. You can contact myself or Debbie 
Crocker for more details. 

Summer and harvest seasons also bring on our county 
fair season. It’s always a joy to participate in or visit 
your county fair. Take some pictures of your 
interaction at your fair. I’d love to publish them in the 
Cultivator. I wish everyone a bountiful, safe harvest and 
a divine summer season!         
                                               ~Jana Kittredge, Editor 

President’s Corner 
Summer and harvest are a busy time of year for everyone, 
especially ranchers and farmers.  OWA is also busy, 
gearing up for the Tasmania Women visit, the Oregon 
State Fair,  continuing the add more crop ID signs and 
supporting both sessions of SAI.  Fortunately, we had a 
successful auction to support all of our important 
projects. 

The Tasmania Women arrive on July 12th, it will be 
exciting to share the diversity of Oregon Agriculture with 
them.  Thank you Dona Coon for coordinating this trip, it 
is not easy communicating with our visitors from across 
the world and organizing an awesome itinerary.  

The Oregon State Fair is August 26- September 1, 2016.  
The OWA booth is an opportunity for members to 
educate the general public about Oregon Agriculture and 
the activities of OWA.  I enjoy working a shift, getting a 
coupon for a free ice cream at the Oregon Dairy Women’s 
red barn and walking around the fair taking in all the 
exhibits.  There will be a signup sheet available on the 
website owaonline.org.  Grab a buddy and enjoy some 
time at the Oregon State Fair.  

When you are out and about traveling this summer, enjoy 
the many crop ID signs that our members from all over 
the state have taken the time to post along Oregon 
highways and byways.  Many travelers have shared with 
me that they appreciate knowing what crops they are 
driving by, I know I do. 

Both sessions of SAI will host a full class.  The Corvallis 
session will be wrapped up by the time newsletter is 
printed and session 2 will start up July 10th.  It is always 
rewarding to send a group of teachers home with a better 
understanding of Oregon Agriculture and how they can 
incorporate it into their curriculum. 

The 2016 OWA Annual Auction/Dinner” Oregon 
Agriculture A to Z “on April 16th was a great fund raising 
event for OWA, not only was it well attended, we raised 
enough funds to support all of our projects. Thank you, to 
all the members that worked together to make it happen. 

I almost forgot to mention attending my first AAW Fly In 
in Washington DC, with my daughter, Emily Woodcock, 
Tracy Duerst, Emily Duerst and Arlene Kovash.  It was a 
well-organized and informative itinerary.  If you can fit it 
into your busy schedule next June, I would highly 
recommend it. 

Enjoy your summer and harvest! 

  -Debbie Crocker, OWA President    
  

   

http://oregonfb.org/
http://oregonfb.org/
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Around the State 
LINN/BENTON - Chapter members have been busy with 
volunteering at auction, Ag Fest and reading to classrooms 
for the AITC literacy project. Several members hosted 
teachers who were attending Session 1, OSU Summer Ag 
Institute. This is always a worthwhile activity and has 
benefits for the teacher and the farm family. Lots of 
questions are asked that you really have to think about 
before putting your answer into words. It’s a great program 
that we support financially as a chapter. 

The scholarship committee presented two checks totaling 
$1,200 to two university students who had graduated high 
school from Linn or Benton high schools and are majoring in 
agriculture related subjects. Two additional scholarships of 
$250 each were awarded to children or grandchildren of a 
Linn Benton member, who are attending college in any area. 
The scholarship funds are generated by interest from a 
designated account. This account was formed from 
donations and memorials. Sheri Falk is the retiring 
committee chair and we thank her for her time and effort. 

FFA donations were made to each of the chapters within the 
counties and were presented at the FFA Chapter award 
banquets by our members. 

LBWA will be providing seven herdsmanship award barn 
brooms for the Benton County Fair and a 4-H scholarship for 
the Linn County Fair. Sue Kalina will make the scholarship 
presentation. The chapter will assemble an unmanned booth 
for both fairs and will host one day of the children’s activity 
booth at Benton County. A wheat display from seed, tray of 
growing wheat, harvested wheat and wheat grinding was the 
activity.  Sigma Alpha members, Cassidy Davis and Sydnee 
Stoller, put together ag fact boards to be used for the fair 
displays 

Carrie Corrado is chair of the Pape' Christmas Tree 
Decoration Committee. And, the Points for Profit program is 
a fundraiser we have done for many years and appreciate 
their support. Chris McDowell and Kristi Miller continue to 
faithfully tally the collected receipts for that program every 
month. 

AAW Fly-In was attended by mother and daughter team, 
Debbie Crocker and Emily Woodcock in Washington DC. 

We are looking forward to hosting ten of the Tasmanian 
visitors in July.   

Betty Jo Smith hosted our May meeting and cookie boxes 
were assembled and delivered to the gentlemen who grilled 
the oysters at auction. Their time and effort is very much 
appreciated. Chris McDowell hosted our June meeting with 
Katy Glaser chairing. There will be no meeting in July. Pam 
Toews will host the August 9th meeting. 

-Dona Coon, President, LBWA 

COLUMBIA GORGE -  This spring the Columbia Gorge 
Chapter read to 17 classrooms throughout our region as 
part of AITC! A HUGE thank you to Cindy Brown, Sarah 
Rucker, Danni Annala, and Lacy Underhill for going into 
the classrooms and teaching our local kids! The month of 
April held our region’s local Bull Tour, put together by the 
North Central Livestock Association, we supported this 
event both financially and with goodies for their welcome 
bags. This was a great opportunity to promote our local 
level of agriculture and show our support.   In May we 
awarded a $250 scholarship to a graduating senior from 
Hood River High school. This was the first scholarship 
that we have given out and we are exited to present more 
in the future to students pursuing agricultural studies. 
Thank you to all the ladies that traveled to the May State 
Board meeting we hosted who travelled to The Dalles. It 
was great to have 14 ladies in attendance! The Columbia 
Gorge Chapter will be taking a break from meetings  
June- August, as summer time and harvest season keeps 
us all very busy! Have a great harvest! 
  

-Deanna Sudan, President, CGWA 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Wheat:  Field to Fork 

Two days after a successful Ag in the Classroom reading 
Before We Eat:  Farm to Table to seven classes at 
Sherman Elementary in Grass Valley, volunteer Cindy 
Brown from the Columbia Gorge chapter of OWA met 
with all the youth again.  This time, it was at a field day 
sponsored by the Sherman County Soil & Water 
Conservation District, held at Cottonwood Canyon State 
Park on the John Day River.  She had a station called 
“Wheat:  Field to Fork”, which continued the AITC theme 
of how food gets to your plate.   

Each class had the opportunity to again discuss how 
wheat is planted, grown, harvested, sent to the 
processors, ground into flour, and made into food 
products.  After washing their hands, each child then was 
given a ziplock bag with biscuit mix in it, and added water 
to make dough.  Everyone mixed their dough by “mushing 
and smushing” their bags, then took the dough from the 
bag and shaped into a flat biscuit.  Volunteers had 18 cast 
iron skillets on the ground with hot coals under them, 
ready for the kids to cook their biscuits.  Everyone had a 
great time learning how to cook outdoors on the skillets, 
and many comments were heard such as “Cooking is 
FUN!”  “These biscuits are GREAT!” “I love cooking!”.  
The whole lesson was a great reinforcement for the AITC 
activity two days prior.  (see photo on page 15) 

-submitted by Cindy Brown 
Columbia Gorge chapter member, OWA 
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YAMHILL - Yamhill County Women for Agriculture 
members, Susie Kreder and Helle Ruddenklau hosted  
SAI teachers on their farms.   

H e l l e 
r e p o r t s , 
“ t h e 
t e a c h e r s 
v i s i t i n g 
their farm 
were both 
f r o m 
Portland, 
b u t v e r y 

e n g a g e d 
and interested in what we were doing. We have hosted 
a teacher every single year since we started farming in 
1992. This year they got to ride in the windrower while 
they were here. We also hosted 7th and 8th grade from 
Yamhill/Carlton Middle School for the Adopt a Farmer 
program. They got in a soil pit and had a presentation 
from our beekeeper.” (again, pictures on FB). 

Helle also said OWA is supporting the Outdoor School 
for All initiative which will be on the ballot in 
November 2016. It takes a maximum of 22 million 
(4%) annually of Oregon lottery proceeds and funnels 
the funds into an outdoor school program 
administered by OSU which will also develop the 
curriculum. It will be so all 5th or 6th grade students in 
Oregon can attend a full week of Outdoor School. 

Our farm hosted one teacher for SAI.   She was from 
Forest Grove middle school and was great to have on 
the farm.   We were right in the middle of blackberry 
harvest so she got an eye and earful. I think she 
understands that farmers are more than what you see 
on TV and in the movies.   We were scheduled for our 
Global GAP audit a day after her visit so I was showing 
her all the paperwork involved.   We also got her out in 
the field for some work time on a picker! After a food 
safety training of course.     We really enjoy hosting the 
teachers but unfortunately because of harvest we could 
not attend the SAI dinner.   

We have a community college scholarship yet to be 
named and are waiting on qualified candidates.  
We are looking forward to hosting the Tasmanian 
visitors next week.  

-Susie Kreder, President, YCWA 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MARION/CLACKAMAS - Marion-Clackamas Women 
for Ag hosted a June Social for all members. It was in 
lieu of a June meeting and was well attended. A big 
thank you to Doerfler Farms for letting us gather on 
your farm! We will not have membership meetings in 
July and August. Regular meetings will start back up in 
the fall, on the second Monday of each month in 
Salem.                  continued…. 

Marion/Clackamas continued….The Marion-
Clackamas Farm Guide has been printed and is out 
now. Our scholarship committee is currently working on 
selecting a winner from three applications from young 
adults in Silverton. 
Some of our members have hosted teachers as part of 
Summer Ag Institute and are enjoying sharing their ag 
story and way of life! 
Our chapter hosts the 2017 OWA annual convention. If 
you are interested in helping out with the convention, 
please contact Mallory Phelan (mallory@aglink.org). We 
will have a meeting in August to organize and plan some 
things for the upcoming convention. 
We look forward to seeing our members again Monday, 
September 12th at noon at Northwest Farm Credit 
Services in Salem. We wish everyone a safe and 
productive harvest! 

-Mallory Phelan, MCWA President 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

POLK - Polk County Women for Agriculture met          
June 11 at Rock N Rogers at Eola.  Arlene Kovash 
reported on the AAW Fly-In to Washington DC and the 
presentation of the AAW Champion of Agriculture 
Award to Rep. Greg Walden.                                                   

We considered two questions for the 2016 Constitutional 
Essay Contest.   1. "If the 1787 Constitution were 
presented today, would it be ratified? Why or why not?" 
2.  "What issues are the same now as in 1787? What issues 
are different?"   We will vote at our July 11 meeting 
between these or we are open to other suggestions.  Could 
you answer them? 

We will again have a pool for businesses and individuals 
to donate into for purchases at the Polk County Fair 
Youth Livestock Auction in August.  
Did you know that Agriculture has a $30.8 
Billion  economic impact in Oregon including 168,416 
jobs?   Forestry's impact is $16.7 Billion and 81,212 jobs. 
Add in Fisheries at $956.5 Million with 6,795 jobs and 
you have natural resource industries in Oregon totaling 
$48.5 Billion economic impact and 256,423 jobs.  These 
s t a t i s t i c s a r e f r o m a s t u d y p u b l i s h e d F e b 
2016,  commissioned by NW Farm Credit Services, and 
conducted by OSU Extension Service Rural Studies 
Program and the University of Idaho Extension Service.  
Agriculture Needs You is the theme of the display we 
will have in the Ag First area of the Polk Co. Fair where 
we will focus on jobs in Agriculture and the difficulty 
companies have in finding qualified employees.  The 
statistics above and lists of diverse careers  in 
the  disciplines of  Ag Technology, Science, and 
Marketing/Finance will be on display and included in a 
brochure.  An exciting message to share.  

-Carol Marx, President, PCWA 

mailto:mallory@aglink.org
mailto:mallory@aglink.org
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Oregon Ag in the Classroom Wraps up 
another successful year! 
As another school year 
comes to a close, it’s a 
wonderful time to 
reflect on the past 
n ine months , our 
busiest time of the 
year. This year, we 
h a v e e n j o y e d t h e 
largest numbers our 
program has seen, 
increased volunteers 
and an increase in the 
d e m a n d f o r o u r 
materials.  
This spring marked 
the ninth year of our 
annual literacy project. 
Many of our key volunteers are Oregon Women for 
Agriculture members. Members from all OWA 
volunteered in classrooms throughout the state. Thank 
you for your help making the annual Literacy Project a 
success, we couldn’t have done it without you!  

T o g e t h e r , 
t h e n i n t h 
a n n u a l 
project was 
able to reach 
over 21,000 
s t u d e n t s 
w i t h t h e 
message of  
agriculture, 
the largest 
number yet!  
Volunteers 
h a d t h e 

opportunity to share their personal connection to 
agriculture, read this year’s book Before We Eat: From 
Farm to Table and participate in an activity with the 
students that reinforced the book’s message about 
careers in agriculture. Pictured is Columbia Gorge 
chapter member, Cindy Brown. We are very excited 
about the continued interest and enthusiasm with this 
project and were very pleased to work with volunteers 
both new and returning!  We look forward to 
announcing the official numbers in early July.  
Also this spring, we collected entries and selected the 
winning artwork for our 2016-2017 School-Year 
Calendar. The calendar will be published this summer 
and released to the public at the State Fair, Sunday, 
August 28 at 1:30 pm in the Americraft Center, during 
a public reception for the 13 calendar winners. The 
AITC Calendar Contest is open to public, private and 
home school students in kindergarten through sixth 
grade. This year, we had 1,574 students enter artwork  

OWA Truck Wrap continued from page 1… 

The OWA Truck Wrap Committee looked at 
applications and took considerations to matching 
funds, “space” on the trailers, and routes the truck 
drives normally. These trucks will be hauling hay, 
grass seed, fertilizer, fuel, merchandise, chemicals 
and other agricultural products and will be seen 
traveling the “highways and bi-ways” all over Oregon!  
These new 6 trucks will join the 3 current trucks 
already broadcasting the message that “Almost 
Everything Starts on a Farm or Ranch.” Thank you 
also to our current trucks that are part of this project: 
Boshart Trucking,Ruddenklau Farms Trucking, and 
Bashaw Land and Seed. 
If you have a truck in mind that would be a good fit 
for this project, please contact the committee at 
OWAtruckwrap@gmail.com.  

-Shelly Boshart Davis  
OWA Truck Wrap Committee 

from 31 counties throughout the state. We are very 
excited about the results and can’t wait to share the 
calendar with OWA members in August and 
September.  
Finally, mark your calendars to join us on Saturday, 
October 22 for our Annual Fall Harvest Dinner! We 
will be returning to the CH2M Hill Alumni Center on 
the OSU Campus in Corvallis. We have some great 
early auction items and would love to see you there!  
Thank you Oregon Women for Agriculture members, 
for your continued support of Oregon Agriculture in 
the Classroom. Together we really can make a 
difference and help tell the story of agriculture to 
students and their teachers across the state.  
Together for agriculture,  

-Jessica Jansen  
Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom  

Executive Director 
Jessica.Jansen@oregonstate.edu  

541-737-8629 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:OWAtruckwrap@gmail.com
mailto:Jessica.Jansen@oregonstate.edu
mailto:OWAtruckwrap@gmail.com
mailto:Jessica.Jansen@oregonstate.edu
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Almost Everything 
Starts

on a Farm 
or Ranch

630 NW Hickory St. 
Suite 120; PMB 50 
Albany, OR 97321

(503) 243-FARM (3276)
www.owaonline.org

TO EDUCATE • TO PROMOTE • TO UNITE

VISIT O
UR 

WEBSITE A
ND 

BECOME A  

MEMBER TODAY!

New Advertising Opportunity 
for OWA! 

OWA’s Public Relations committee is proud to 
announce our new print ad that will be published 
in the third annual Growing Oregon magazine! 
We are excited to bring our image to the general 
public throughout Oregon. Growing Oregon is 
published and distributed by the Oregon 
Department of Agriculture. This is the third 
annual Growing Oregon print and digital content 
marketing program. This program is designed to 
educate key consumers and influencers about the 
importance of agriculture to the economy and our 
daily lives. 
Through our ad commitment with Growing 
Oregon, OWA will be visible and share the story 
of Oregon agriculture with distribution including 
legislators, business leaders, consumers, 
educators and more, who all play an integral role 
in shaping the industry, but are often several 
generations removed from the farm. 
This important communications program, 
published in print, online and on digital devices, 
reaches consumers wherever they go and is the 
premier outreach tool for the Oregon Department 
of Agriculture in connecting with state decision-
makers.

The group picture below represents 
the happy faces of 2016 Summer 
Agriculture Institute(SAI) session 1 in 
Corvallis hosting 24 teachers.  At the 
time I am writing this we are mid-
week into the session.  The teachers 
will be arriving this morning after an 

overnight stay with a host family.  Many of the host 
families are OWA members:  Dona Coon, Helle 
Ruddenkau, Susie Kreder, Tracy Duerst, Flip Anderson, 
Leslie Lewis, Lisa Goracke, Marie Bowers-Stagg, Nancy 
Crocker, Tina Millerand Liz Brooks.  It is wonderful to 
have so many members willing to share their home and 
stories with our teachers.  They always appreciate your 
hospitality and being able to ride on farm equipment, 
pick berries or move irrigation.  There has even been 
discussions among the teachers about working on the 
farms for the summers. 

I am always looking to add more families to the host 
family list.  Let me know if you are interested, Debbie 
Crocker-(541)740-5073 or dcrocker@99w.us. 

-Debbie Crocker, Session 1 Coordinator

Linn/Benton chapter reports at their June 14 meeting 
a scholarship award was given to Marcel Ortiz a
Senior at LaGrande majoring in Crop & Soil Science. 
She is from Scio and has been a tutor for chemistry, 

Past President of the Ag 
Club and helped develop 
the demonstration garden 
for her school. Marcel will 
be working at Beta Seed in 
Tangent this summer. 

-Kristi Miller
LBWA Secretary 

mailto:dcrocker@99w.us
https://t.e2ma.net/click/oytsv/oa7m5t/s16j1f
https://t.e2ma.net/click/oytsv/oa7m5t/s16j1f
mailto:dcrocker@99w.us
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Oregon Agriculture A - Z!  OWA 2016 Auction in Review 
The 2016 OWA Annual Auction/Dinner, “Oregon Agriculture A to Z” was another great success.  It is wonderful to 
host a celebration of Oregon Agriculture that brings together over 900 people from all around the state.  When all is 
said we earned enough funds to support all the OWA projects, plus over $3,100 for the “fund a need” -Truck Wraps. 

To have only one fundraiser that makes enough to support OWA goals to promote and educate the public about 
Oregon Agriculture is a credit to all the volunteers.  Thanks to everyone that worked together to make it happen. 

As an OWA member, you are responsible for collecting donations and volunteering to help with the auction.  Think 
about a few items that you can collect from businesses in your area, homemade items are a big hit, fishing or hunting 
trips.  If you have any questions about how you can help out, please contact Debbie Crocker, (541)740-5073 or 
dcrocker@99w.us.   Photos by Josie Miller, EOWA 

-Auction Chair, Debbie Crocker

mailto:dcrocker@99w.us
mailto:dcrocker@99w.us
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CHAPTER MEETING DATES AND INFORMATION 

•  Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon                           
@ NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond                                          
(every other month: Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec) 
President:  Jessica Hanna                                       
541.408.5232     auntjessa@hotmail.com

•  Lane: First Friday every other month, October 
- June,  Citizens Bank, Junction City, 8:15am    
President:  Sarah Halagean  (we do not meet in summer)                                    
541.736.2021      shalagean@citizensbank.com

•  Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm                             
President:  Dona Coon                                                     
541.936.0074          stems @alyrica.net

• Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon @ NW 
Farm Credit Services, Salem (N. of Costco).      
(we do not meet July and August)                           
President:  Mallory Phelan                                                          
541.990.9521         mallory@aglink.org 

•  Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon @ area restaurants    
President:  Carol Marx                                     
503.362.6225       camarx@aol.com 

•  Yamhill: 4th Tuesday, 7pm @ Citizens Bank           
(we do not meet July-Aug & Dec)                                                                  
President:  Susie Kreder                                       
503.864.2077       bigal@onlinemac.com

•  Columbia Gorge: 2nd Tuesday, 5:30pm                       
@ Farm Service Agency, The Dalles                                   
President:  Deanna Sudan                                          
541.760.0217         dashbrook3@hotmail.com

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *                                                                      
Ad space is available at $75. per business card per year. 

Please ask at the places where you do business (or others) if they 
would be interested in supporting Oregon Women for Agriculture 
by buying an ad for their business. Please contact the Editor. 

         To join OWA, mail application and dues to the address 
below. Dues are $45. per year for membership in OWA, AAW and 

your county chapter, or as an at large member (where we don’t 
have county chapters). See membership form in this issue.                                  

Mail correspondence to:                                                                                         
Oregon Women for Agriculture                                                                                           

630 Hickory Street,  NW Suite 120; PMB 50                                                           
Albany, Oregon   97321                                                                       

www.owaonline.org

The Cultivator is published four times a year as a 
service to our members, advertisers and donors. 

Editor, Jana Kittredge                                                                                   
P.O. Box 149, Fort Rock, OR  97735                                                       

541.576.2236 - hay2ufortrock@yahoo.com  
www.owaonline.org

Newsletter Deadline: Third Friday of March, June, 
September and December  

*****************                                                                      
Oregon Women for Agriculture State Officers 

Oregon Women for Agriculture                          
1969-2016 

OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which 
the entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the 
production of food, feed, fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for 
profit, which provides a major source of income and capital for 
reinvestment.                                                                                      

OWA Goals:                                                               
*To educate and inform the membership and the public about the 
importance of agriculture to the economy and to the environment.           
* To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.  
*To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.                                     
*To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard 
and dealt with fairly.                                                                                     
*To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture.

OWA defines sustainable agriculture as using farm practices and 
resources that produce safe, high quality food and other products for 
America and the world’ resulting in profitable operations that improve 
the land and environment for future generations.

President                       
Debbie Crocker                 
26011 Old River Rd.  
Monroe, OR 97456 
541.740.5073 
dcrocker@99w.us 

First Vice-President 
Helle Ruddenklau                 
12500 SW Salt Creek Rd.  
Amity, OR 97101 
503-932-0558 
ruddenkl@viclink.com 

Second                                      
Vice-President                     
Elisa Chandler                     
29932 Peckenpaugh          
Shedd, OR 97377          
541.491.3972 
echandler@goodmans.info 

Recording Secretary 
Emily Duerst                          
PO Box 9121                 
Salem, OR 97305 
503.932.1326       
emily.duerst   
@northwestfcs.com 

Corresponding Sec. 
Jessica Hanna                 
1907 NE 18th Street 
Redmond, OR  97756 
541.408.5232 
auntjessa@hotmail.com 

Treasurer                   
Tracy Duerst                 
14446 Riches Rd, SE                        
Silverton, OR 97381 
503.873-8441 
djduerst@aol.com     

mailto:auntjessa@hotmail.com
mailto:djduerst@aol.com
mailto:dashbrook3@hotmail.com
http://www.owaonline.org
mailto:auntjessa@hotmail.com
mailto:djduerst@aol.com
mailto:dashbrook3@hotmail.com
http://www.owaonline.org
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The July 15th meeting hosted by Lane 
County chapter will be held at Dari Mart 
Corporate Offices, 125 E. 6th Ave., 
Junction City; 8:00am  

The August 19th meeting hosted by Linn/
Benton chapter will be held at Boshart 
Trucking Office, Tangent; 9:00am 

The September 16th meeting hosted by 
Marion/Clackamas chapter and will be held 
at NW Farm Credit Services, board room 
located at  650 Hawthorne Ave SE # 210, 
Salem, OR 97301; 8:00am 

Please note the upcoming 2016 State Board 
meeting schedule. All meetings will be held on 
the 3rd Friday of the month, 9am-noon unless 
noted and locations will be announced.        
*Please note summer meeting start 
times.

July 15, 2016 - Lane, Dari Mart Corporate 
Offices, Note time: 8am  

August 19, 2016 - Linn/Benton, Boshart 
Trucking Office, Tangent;  9am 

September 16, 2016 - Marion/Clackamas, 
Northwest Farm Credit Services, Salem; 8am 

October 21 - Eastern Oregon 

November - No 
Meeting, AAW 
Convention        

 in 
Raleigh, NC 

December 2 - 
Budget/Working meeting, Capital Press, 
Salem 

Learn more about our nation’s Constitution! 
Constitutional Discussion with 
historical performers representing  
President James and Dolly Madison, 
September 23 & 24 in Rickreall.  

If interested inquire to                 
WINREP  
PO Box 190  
Rickreall, OR   97371;  
or email WINREPfndn@aol.com 
 Attn: Constitutional Discussion Sept 2016.

OWA Membership News…. 
Reminder: Dues are now payable. If you have 
not yet renewed your dues, please get up to 
date. $45. annually. Find membership 
application on page 17. OWA 2nd Vice 
President (Membership Chair), Elisa Chandler 
will be working on the Directory in July.  If you 
have anything to update for her, please let her 
know.   Also, to help save OWA funds consider 
receiving your Cultivator newsletter via email 
and cancel your mailed copy. Let Elisa know 
and she will take you off of the US                        
Mail list. Contact Elisa at 541.491.3972 or via 
email: echandler@goodmans.info 

Brown Agrees to  
1st Gubernatorial Debate   

Democratic Governor Kate Brown and 
Republican Bud Pierce will meet for their 
stand on issues and policies facing rural 

areas during public debate on September 
24th, seven weeks before Election Day.  

mailto:WINREPfndn@aol.com
mailto:WINREPfndn@aol.com
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Launching our New Partnership with Caterpillar 
 
American Agri-Women (AAW) is pleased to announce our new partnership with Caterpillar, the world's leading 
manufacturer of equipment for construction, agriculture, mining and other industries. 
   
As part of the partnership, we are launching our "News for You" series in which Caterpillar experts will share 
their knowledge with AAW members on such topics as: 
 ▪ Using construction equipment in the agriculture industry 
 ▪ Improving efficiency through better management of equipment 
 ▪ Training seminars on safety and the culture of safety for your operations 
 ▪ Your ideas! Send them to communications@americanagriwomen.org 
 
The series will be archived on AAW's website and we encourage you to forward this email to your family and 
friends. Thank you to Caterpillar for your support of AAW and your many contributions to agriculture! 
 
Utilizing Construction Equipment for Farm Work 
By Caterpillar Expert Ben Rice  

Almost every farm is likely to have an all-terrain vehicle, a truck and a tractor, but you might be surprised that 
many farmers are utilizing construction equipment as well. Take a closer look at modern day farms and you’ll find 
that equipment is diversifying. Tractors are being replaced by machines traditionally used on construction sites 
that can perform a dozen different jobs to save time and costs. Trends show that farmers in the U.S. rely on skid 
steer and compact track loaders, while the telehandler is popular across Europe. 
 
Small, nimble machines that can be accompanied by a variety of attachments, skid steer loaders and compact 
track loaders have become a staple in today’s farming operations. It’s true that large-scale cattle operations and 
dairy farms have been using this equipment for years, but some family farms are still catching up. 
 
Learn more, including four questions to ask when evaluating the safety features of a new skid steer. Visit  
http://208.74.204.235/t5/BLOG-On-The-Level/Utilizing-Construction-Machines-for-Farm-Work/ba-p/70767 

Show us how you are using construction equipment in your operation. Send us a photo! Email to 
communications@americanagriwomen.org 
 
Tool Box Talks (Handy one-page reference guides): 
 ▪ Take the lead in building a safety culture on your operation.  
  http://www.agnewscenter.com/userfiles/3_file/Building%20A%20Safety%20Culture.pdf 
 ▪ Summer is here! Make sure you are prepared to avoid heat exhaustion.  
  http://www.agnewscenter.com/userfiles/3_file/Heat%20Exhaustion%20or%20Stroke.pdf 
 
Learn more about Cat® machines for the agriculture industry.  
 
“CAT, CATERPILLAR, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Yellow,” the “Power Edge” trade dress as well as 
corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without 
permission.” and “©2016 Caterpillar All Rights Reserved.”  

Questions about how AAW is partnering with Caterpillar to benefit agriculture? Email 
pastpresident@americanagriwomen.org.   
  

http://www.agnewscenter.com/trk/process.cfm?track=4028&tc=3&codex=542703
mailto:communications@americanagriwomen.org,community@americanagriwomen.org,pastpresident@americanagriwomen.org,editor@agpr.com?subject=Ideas%20for%20future%20AAW%20e-news%20briefs%20sponsored%20by%20Caterpillar...&body=Please%20list%20as%20many%20ideas%20or%20comments%20here%20as%20you%20wish...
http://www.agnewscenter.com/trk/process.cfm?track=3998&tc=3&codex=542703
mailto:communications@americanagriwomen.org,community@americanagriwomen.org,pastpresident@americanagriwomen.org,editor@agpr.com?subject=Ideas%20for%20future%20AAW%20e-news%20briefs%20sponsored%20by%20Caterpillar...&body=Please%20list%20as%20many%20ideas%20or%20comments%20here%20as%20you%20wish...
http://www.agnewscenter.com/trk/process.cfm?track=4000&tc=3&codex=542703
mailto:pastpresident@americanagriwomen.org,community@americanagriwomen.org,editor@agpr.com?subject=Questions%20about%20partnering%20with%20AAW%20from%20the%20CAT%20farm%20safety%20e-news%20brief...
http://www.agnewscenter.com/trk/process.cfm?track=4028&tc=3&codex=542703
mailto:communications@americanagriwomen.org,community@americanagriwomen.org,pastpresident@americanagriwomen.org,editor@agpr.com?subject=Ideas%20for%20future%20AAW%20e-news%20briefs%20sponsored%20by%20Caterpillar...&body=Please%20list%20as%20many%20ideas%20or%20comments%20here%20as%20you%20wish...
http://www.agnewscenter.com/trk/process.cfm?track=3998&tc=3&codex=542703
mailto:communications@americanagriwomen.org,community@americanagriwomen.org,pastpresident@americanagriwomen.org,editor@agpr.com?subject=Ideas%20for%20future%20AAW%20e-news%20briefs%20sponsored%20by%20Caterpillar...&body=Please%20list%20as%20many%20ideas%20or%20comments%20here%20as%20you%20wish...
http://www.agnewscenter.com/trk/process.cfm?track=4000&tc=3&codex=542703
mailto:pastpresident@americanagriwomen.org,community@americanagriwomen.org,editor@agpr.com?subject=Questions%20about%20partnering%20with%20AAW%20from%20the%20CAT%20farm%20safety%20e-news%20brief...
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Oregon Congressman 
Greg Walden Receives   
AAW Champion of 
Agriculture Award! 
Washington DC, June 13, 2016--The 
American Agri-Women (AAW) “Champion 
of Agriculture” award was awarded to Rep. 
Greg Walden of Oregon’s 2nd district at the 
AAW Legislative Fly-In last week at their 
Congressional reception. This award 
recognizes members of Congress who have 
displayed exemplary courage in presenting 
and supporting legislation that promotes 
American agriculture, rural American 
l i fes ty les , and the Uni ted States 
Constitution.   The “Champion of 
Agriculture” award is a bi-partisan award open to both houses and both parties.  
Rep. Walden was nominated by Oregon Women for Agriculture.  He has served as representative since 1999.  
Rep. Walden’s district is the largest in the state and among the ten largest districts in the nation. In 2015, the 
whole nation became more familiar with his district’s agriculture and rural communities thanks to port 
issues, forest fires, the sage grouse listing, the Hammond family arrests, the Owyhee Monument proposal and 
the Malheur County occupation.  
Rep Walden has often been referred to as an advocate for agriculture but with these issues on the table he 
truly has been able to prove it this past year. For a sample of his thoughts and passion for his district watch 
this video of his 24 minute address to the US House January 5th 2015 in response to events in Malheur 
county. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bx4ocLdWE90 
In their nomination of Walden, Eastern Oregon Women for Agriculture President Josie Miller said, "Many of 
these issues are ongoing and many battles are just starting to be fought but we are lucky to have Rep. Walden 
in our corner.” AAW Secretary and OWA member Arlene Kovash added, “Whenever Oregon ag has spoken 
out for help, Walden has been there. Greg grew up on an orchard in The Dalles so he knows first-hand what it 
means to be in agriculture and it is obvious that ag has a special place in his heart.” 
In photo above: OWA President Debbie Crocker of Monroe, OWA Secretary Emily Duerst of Salem, member 
Emily Woodcock, AAW President Doris Mold, Rep. Greg Walden, OWA Treasurer Tracy Duerst, and AAW 
Secretary Arlene Kovash. 
Polk County nominated Congressman Walden, and EOWA member Josie Miller sent the application in.  
                    -Arlene Kovash 

Left: Linn/Benton member Betty Jo Smith with Cindy Stucky (l-r). Betty 
Jo spoke at the local Garden Club Meeting on the history of valley grass 
seed, turf, forage types of grasses, Meadowfoam, clover and  wheat 
varieties. 
Right: A 
rainy day 
didn’t stop 
Eastern 
Oregon 
Women 
for Ag to 
be in the 
Ag and 
Timber 
parade in 
La  
Grande, 
May 20th. 
Members pictured l-r Sheila Miller, Maria Conner, Amelia Haguewood

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bx4ocLdWE90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bx4ocLdWE90
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Tasmania Women in Agriculture 

Almost 20 years ago a delegation of women from Tasmania came to Oregon and was hosted by OWA. We have 
that opportunity again in 2016. The 18 member tour will arrive at PDX on Tuesday, July 12 and will be greeted by 
their host families. They will spend time touring OSU Research Facilities and getting to know their new Oregon 
families and the Willamette Valley. The group emphasized that they wanted to be with farmers as much as 
possible and OWA never gets tired of talking about agriculture! A meet and greet potluck dinner will be Sunday, 
July 17 at 6 pm at Oak Park Farms, 31308 Peoria Road, Shedd. 

The agricultural backgrounds of the participants ranges from dairy, horses, berries, cropping, cattle, sheep, pigs, 
row crops, forestry, tree fruit, and cultivation of opium poppies. They are used to diversified crops!  

The group will leave bright and early on Monday, July 18 for Pendleton on a brand new yellow school bus! Our 
driver will be retired principal, Wilbur Starr, a long time supporter of Oregon agriculture. The group will be 
stopping at Multnomah Falls, Hood River and the S.A.G.E. Center in Boardman before arriving in Pendleton. A 
saddle making demonstration at Hamley’s Western Store will follow. The group will then be meeting with Eastern 
Oregon Women for Agriculture for dinner. Wednesday the group will tour the Oregon Trail Interpretive Center in 
Baker City and conclude their journey with OWA in Boise. The Tasmanian group has connections in Idaho they 
will be staying with and then continue on to spend a week in Canada before returning home. Fun! 

Special thanks to those willing to host during summer harvest:  

Vicki & Eric Bowers, Harrisburg; Sue & Phil Coleman, St. Paul; Susie & Tim Kreder, Dayton; Martha & Dennis 
Glaser, Tangent; Nicole & Cody Younger, Shedd; Debbie & Colin Crocker, Monroe; Pam & Neil Lucht, Mollala; 
Tracy & Doug Duerst, Silverton; Flip & John Anderson, Albany; Shelbie & Hans Coon, Shedd; Helle & Bruce 
Ruddenklau, Amity 

Stay tuned to a possible OWA tour of Tasmania/Australia/New Zealand.       -Dona Coon, LBWA President 
_______________________________________________________________________

Oregon’s Minimum Wage Changes in Effect! 
The new minimum wage law has gone into effect! Oregon’s current $9.25-an-hour minimum wage, will begin 
increasing progressively each July depending on where hourly wage workers live and work. 
The new state’s minimum wage was signed into law by Oregon’s Governor Kate Brown in March. The changing wages 
will be phased in over the next six years, and different parts of the state will have different wages each year. By July, 
2022, Portland metro area minimum-wage workers will earn $14.75-an-hour.               -from The Oregonian 

                         -Source: BOLI
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OWA First Person: AAW Fly In 2016 
I just returned from Washington DC and the annual AAW Fly-In.  This year, we had five OWA members 
attend including Debbie Crocker, Emily Woodcock, Emily Duerst, Arlene Kovash and myself.  There were 57 
attendees from 37 states, including 11 legacy kid members.  We arrived in DC in time for the pre Fly-In tour of 
Arlington National Cemetery, The WWII, Lincoln and Korean War memorials.  We also stopped in front of 
the White House for a photo opportunity along with hundreds of other people as June is a busy time of year 
in DC.   The highlight of the day was observing the Changing of the Guard at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier.    In the afternoon, we attended the orientation and white paper review to learn about the issues we 
would be discussing with our Oregon lawmakers.   Our guest speakers were Kristi Boswell and Ryan Yates 
from the American Farm Bureau.  Our white papers included the following 2016 AAW position statements:  
Clean Water Act (WOTUS), Clean Power Plan, Endangered Species Act, Land Use, E-Verify, Agriculture 
Labor (H-2A/H2B), and Tax Simplification.  If you would like a copy of the white papers on these subjects, 
please contact me.  

On Monday we boarded our comfortable tour bus for the EPA building to listen to agency officials discuss 
some of the issues facing agriculture.  We were told that the Ag community is key to protecting our waters in 
the US.  We were also told that the EPA is working together with Agriculture to bring people together and get 
them talking about the issues, which is how to get results.  They are working to create online modules for 
animal ag operations for EPA inspectors to help them understand the industry.  They are also urging their 
pesticide inspectors to study and obtain their pesticide applicators license so they can also have a better 
understanding of how the regulations affect the farmers.  They believe in building a relationship between 
agriculture and their agency and to tell the public that ag is important.  The risk mitigation/assessment is the 
largest program in the pesticide division.  A lot of people are working to ensure pesticides are safe and that 
acceptance is driven by science and risk assessment.  Our speaker encouraged us to contact her if we have any 
issues; I can provide her contact information if anyone would like it.     

Following our meetings at the EPA we boarded our bus and headed over to the American Council of Life 
Insurers building for our lunch symposium, “Rippling Effects of Aquifer Depletion”.  Our keynote speakers 
were Jeanette Lombardo, President of California Women for Agriculture and Joe Raeder and Mark Limbaugh 
from the Ferguson Group.  We learned about water, our most important and limited public natural resource, 
and the challenges we have in the western states, especially in California.  The current trends in water supply 
are a growing demand and shrinking supply of water, who defines “waste of water”, environmental uses of 
water, markets and pricing, creating new water sources, and predicting the future.    State and Federal policies 
will focus on improving water supply through planning, management, conservation and environmental 
practices.   Following the symposium, we headed to the New Zealand embassy where we learned about 
agriculture in New Zealand.   

Tuesday we traveled to the Senate Russell building for a Congressional roundtable discussion.  We heard 
from representatives from Illinois Rep. Rodney Davis’ office.  A provision of the last Farm Bill was a 
requirement for EPA to set up an Agricultural Advisory Committee.  Although the law has passed, this 
provision has not been implemented.  We were encouraged to tell our lawmakers to put pressure on the EPA 
to set up this committee.  It’s important for Agriculture to have a seat at the table.  We were told that the EPA 
should not be regulating spills that can be cleaned up by a cat, in reference to milk spills.  It sounds silly, but 
apparently it’s a problem.  Senator John Hoeven from North Dakota, an Agriculture committee member, said 
they are looking for feedback on ideas for the 2018 Farm Bill.  Agriculture committee member, Senator Amy 
Klobuchar from Minnesota, spoke about increased funding for transportation, high speed rural broadband 
service and a better monitoring system for prescription drug addictions. There is a big drug problem in rural 
America.     She said activist groups are gaining momentum and have a lot of money.  We have to tell our story 
and engage in good conversations and better communications.  After the roundtable, we headed to the 
basement of the Russell building for lunch and were greeted by protestors chanting loudly about raising the 
minimum wage to $15.  Security guards gave them a few minutes, then rounded them up and escorted them 
out of the building.   

After lunch we had a busy afternoon with appointments at several of our Oregon lawmaker’s offices.  We 
brought packets for each office that included The Owyhee Canyon statement, a flash drive with our Celebrate 
Oregon Agriculture Videos, an OWA membership brochure, OWA pens and notepads, Growing Oregon 
magazine, Oregon Seed Council magazine, the AAW position white papers and an invitation to the AAW 

continued on page 14…
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AAW Fly in continued…. 
continued from page 14… 

legislative reception that evening.  We met with Megan Debates from DeFazio’s office, Adrian Anderson from 
Bonamici’s office, Chris Huckleberry from Schrader’s office and Kirby Garrett from Walden’s office.   We had a 
great meeting at all the offices talking about our farms and some of the issues facing Oregon Agriculture.   Most 
seemed to understand the issues, but it was good to have them hear from us.  That evening we attended the AAW 
legislative reception in which AAW honored our own Greg Walden for his service to agriculture with the 
Champion of Agriculture award. 

On Wednesday we met with USDA officials to learn about current issues.  Our host again this year was Kathryn 
Hill, long time USDA employee in charge of Constituent Affairs.  She welcomed us to contact her if we have 
questions and she will direct us to the person who can help.   We heard from Alexi Taylor, the Deputy Under 
Secretary of the Farm and Foreign Services Agency.  She talked about the importance of TPP and that 66% of the 
world’s middle class will live in Asia by 2030.  The US should be involved in setting international policies.  Future 
trade with Cuba will focus on building relationships and agriculture is a way to build a collaborative relationship 
with the country. Cuba currently imports 80% of their food so there is a big opportunity for the USA due to its 
location.   Val Dolcini, Administrator of the FSA, gave us an overview of FSA programs.  He said that everyone 
should come to DC and experience the legislative process.  The NASS surveys are important for farmers to 
complete as they provide the data necessary to develop programs for agriculture.  He said that we as a nation 
have decided it’s important to have a strong safety net for agriculture and he wants to ensure open access to all 
programs.  USDA and FSA help to reconnect agriculture with the government.  We also heard from Hubert 
Hamer, the Administrator of NASS and he also stressed the importance of the agriculture surveys.  This 
information provides the statistics to manage the USDA programs and helps provide efficiencies within the 
programs.  They are not used to set policy, influence, favor any groups or regulate.  It’s illegal for employees to 
disclose any information, with penalties of jail time if information is disclosed. Allen Rowley from the US Forest 
service spoke about how a well-managed forest has diversity in species, size and openness.  He also spoke about 
the history and grazing of the Federal lands.  Following our USDA briefing we were invited to the USDA cafeteria 
for a delicious buffet lunch.  Our guest speakers after lunch were Dr. Barbara Glenn who is the CEO of the 
National Association of State Departments of Agriculture, and her assistant Megan McDonald.   This year NASDA 
is celebrating their 100th anniversary.  This organization works to bring all states together to create sound 
agriculture policy and has partnerships with many organizations.  They commended AAW for what our members 
do to advocate for Agriculture and said our members are well respected for being a united voice in DC.  Dr. Glenn 
praised our own Katy Coba for the work she has done for Oregon Agriculture.  We also heard from Craig 
Regelbrugge, Sr. Vice President- Industry Advocacy and Research from the AmericanHort on immigration issues.  
He also praised AAW for our member’s clarity and passion for agriculture.  He said some days may appear bleak 
but reminded us to not be daunted by the task, we have to tell our story and we need leadership.  He said politics 
are upside down now but he is hoping things will stabilize until we can get reform, which won’t happen until after 
the election.  He is working to try to get some short term solutions for the H2A program.  Although the program 
has doubled from 2011-2016, he is still hearing of labor shortages from coast to coast.  He encouraged us to find 
opportunities to influence the presidential candidates by getting ag policies in front of the candidates and 
advocate for balanced solutions.  This concluded the AAW Fly-In event, however we had a scheduled 
appointment with Ron Wyden in the afternoon.  He was not available when we arrived so we met with his 
Legislative Aide, Malcolm McGreary along with a Knauss Sea Grant Fellow, Katherine Tsantiris.   

On Thursday we had our meeting with Jeff Merkley’s office during their scheduled “Good Morning Oregon” event 
that they hold for Oregonians to meet face to face with the Senator and his staff.   We only had a few minutes with 
the Senator, however we did have the opportunity to talk about Oregon agriculture with several of his staff 
members.  Emily with Timothy Brown, an ACS/AAAS Congressional Science and Engineering Fellow in 
Merkley’s office and got acquainted by sharing their personal combine stories.   I also spoke with Merkley’s 
Correspondence Director and learned that it’s important for us to send lots of emails on issues that are effecting 
our industry.  After this meeting, we were given a tour of the Capital building by one of Merkley’s interns.  

The AAW event continues to be a good opportunity for AAW and OWA members to learn more about the policies 
that affect agriculture and it helps to network with women across the USA and learn about agriculture in their 
state.  Our members are well respected and encouraged to communicate with lawmakers.   If you are on 
Facebook, check out the photos of the event at #AAWflyin16.   I hope that all our members will have an 
opportunity to attend in the future.  For those who are unable to attend, you can still make an impact.  OWA has 
a diverse membership and everyone has something to contribute, even if you chose to be an inactive member.  
Find your passion, stay connected with agriculture and tell your story! 

-Tracy Duerst, OWA Treasurer
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OWA Summer Hats for Sale! 
The Columbia Gorge Chapter is once again 
selling Oregon Women for Agriculture hats as 
our chapter’s fundraiser. Get ready for 
summer and support our wonderful 
organization! The black short billed hat has a 
feminine look to it and is great for women 
that are out on the farm or in the garden this 
summer! The brown mesh back cap will look 
great on that special man in your life! I 
personally love both! I wear my black one 
when I’m out and about and my brown cap is 
my farm hat! 

Please give me a call or mail me this form 
to get your hat just in time for harvest! 

Thank you for supporting the Columbia 
Gorge Chapter OWA! 

Deanna Sudan, 
Columba Gorge Chapter President             
83822 Dufur Valley Rd.  
Dufur, OR 97021  
541-760-0217 Dashbrook3@hotmail.com 

Name: _____________________________

Address:  __________________________ 

 _________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________

Email: _____________________________ 

Black Short Billed Hat 

               One Size                                       

    Quantity ____  

    One Size  

        Price $15.00 each  

        Total: ___________ 

Brown Mesh Cap 

One Size 

Quantity ____ 

Price $15.00  each  

Total: __________ 

Total Amount Due: __________ 

Please make checks payable to:                                    
Columbia Gorge OWA 

If you would like to add $5 to cover shipping we 
would greatly appreciate it! ☺ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Oregon Farm Bureau invites the public to submit photos for its  
2017 Oregon’s Bounty calendar.    
                            
Horizontal-format, high-resolution images – both close-ups and panoramic views -- are needed of all types of 
agriculture in all seasons. Subject ideas include the farmers markets, close-ups of ag products or crops in the field, 
planting and harvesting of crops, panoramic scenes of farmland, people enjoying agriculture or ag products, farm 
animals, portraits of farmers/ranchers, county fairs, on-farm festivals, and farming scenes from all seasons. 
  
Photographers with images selected for month pages in Oregon’s Bounty will receive a photo credit in the 2017 
calendar and copies of the calendar. The deadline for entries is September 15, 2016. 
 
Photo specifications and contest rules are attached, and are also available at www.oregonfb.org/calendar. 
Photographers do not need to be Farm Bureau members to participate and there is no limit to the number of photos 
that can be submitted. 
 
The state’s largest general farm organization, Oregon Farm Bureau is a grassroots, nonpartisan, nonprofit 
organization representing the interests of the state's family farmers and ranchers in the public and policymaking 
arenas. The calendar is sent to 60,000 Farm Bureau members around the state and hundreds more are distributed 
throughout the year.  
For more information or to see the 2016 Oregon’s Bounty calendar, visit www.oregonfb.org/calendar. Project 
contact is Anne Marie Moss, OFB Communications Director, at annemarie@oregonfb.org, 503.399.1701. 

http://www.oregonfb.org/calendar
http://www.oregonfb.org/calendar
http://www.oregonfb.org/calendar
http://www.oregonfb.org/calendar
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IN THE NEWS… 
Senate agreement on GMO labeling bill has passed out of the Senate on a 63-30 vote. 

The Senate passage of the bill is a huge step, the bill still needs approval from the House. The House passed a 
voluntary labeling bill that would have preempted state laws, like Vermont's, back in July of 2015 but that bill 
failed to pass the Senate in March when it was brought to the floor for a vote. We are hopeful that the House 
will pass the Senate compromise even though it varies significantly from the House version passed in July of 
last year. The compromise will now go straight to the House floor for approval sometime next week, so it is 
urgent that members of Congress hear from you. 

You can send a note of support to your member of Congress. The compromise bill would require GMO food 
disclosure, but  that disclosure would be provided through digital codes, web addresses or other means 
instead of language appearing directly on the label. And most importantly, the bill would preempt states from 
enacting GMO labeling measures of their own.  

While we continue to believe that GMO labeling is uneccessary, the compromise bill offers a national solution 
that will prevent state by state labeling laws without requiring labeling in a way that would stigmatize GMO 
foods.           -from Oregonians for Food & Shelter 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Livestock auction groups support Malheur County families 
opposing Owyhee Canyonlands monument 

VALE, ORE. – Livestock sale yards in Oregon and Idaho have donated $17,300 to support the campaign to 
oppose a national monument in the Owyhee Canyonlands. 

The Producers Livestock Marketing Association donated $11,600 raised through cattle auctions in June in 
Vale. The co-op donated 33 percent of its commission collected during the auction. Treasure Valley Livestock 
donated another $5,700. 

“Our business is to support the ranchers who work the land and cattle that call the Owyhee Canyonlands 
home,” said Jason Johnson, branch manager for the Producers Livestock Marketing Association. “We’re 
happy to support the Owyhee Basin Stewardship Coalition because ranching supports the economy and 
people of Eastern Oregon.”. 

Malheur County is Oregon’s No. 1 cattle producing county, driving $134 million in annual sales. The auction 
donations support the Owyhee Basin Stewardship Coalition that represents Malheur County families who 
oppose a national monument in the Owyhee Canyonlands. Special interest groups, led by Portland’s Keen 
Footwear, are lobbying the president to declare 2.5 million acres near the Oregon-Idaho-Nevada border as a 
monument. 

“We deeply appreciate the support and donations provided by the Producers and Treasure Valley,” said Steve 
Russell, chairman of the Owyhee Basin Stewardship Coalition. “We’ll put the funds to good use promoting the 
work our families have done to care for these lands for generations.” 

Producers has extended it’s fundraising campaign through July 13. To support the Owyhee coalition, call 
Producers at 541-473-3136 or donate online -  http://www.ourlandourvoice.com/donate.php 

The Owyhee Basin Stewardship Coalition opposes a monument designation through executive order within 
Malheur County. The coalition gives families, recreationalists, businesses and everyone who loves the 
Owyhee Canyonlands the voice they deserve. Supporters can join the Owyhee Basin Stewardship Coalition 
and donate to the campaign at OurLandOurVoice.com. 
  

http://ourlandourvoice.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=adf159afec7e5d9a4efd6c1eb&id=0dbfebcdb4&e=3ca5768479
http://ourlandourvoice.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=adf159afec7e5d9a4efd6c1eb&id=0dbfebcdb4&e=3ca5768479
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OWA is well represented at Syngenta: 
Leadership at it’s Best! 
Power Pose! I enjoyed my Syngenta experience for so many reasons. I 
met other people interested in ag from all over the country. Field trips 
were interesting and the food was great. Speakers gave us a wealth of 
information and we learned tips to give powerful presentations to 
keep our audience involved and interested. One of the most 
interesting things I learned was the differences in communication 
styles using the “DISC” model and I understand myself and others a bit more. Attendees took an online test for the 
Dimensions of Behavior through a company Rewired-R-Us Consulting LLC. Through discussion and guided 
activities we learned about ourselves and others and some of the reasons we act and say what we do. We also 
learned how to be more patient, accepting, flexible, and listen to others. 

DISC stands for the four different types of behavior that most people fall into or a combination of 2 or more. 
 Dominance (Focused on Problem-Solving: Get it Done, Fast, Interested in Results, Likes to be Decisive and can see 
the Big Picture), Influence (Focused on People: Have Fun, Makes Fast Friends, Interested in Audience, is Flexible, 
Impulsive and can see the Big Picture), Steadiness: Focused on Pace, Harmonize, Slow, Interested in Friends and 
Close Relationships, Considers Changes, and Detail-oriented), and Conscientiousness: (Focused on Procedures: 
Wants to Do it Right, Slow Paced, Task and Process is Priority, Deliberate and Detail-oriented)I dreaded knowing 
we would be video taped, but we were given techniques and tips and learned interview skills and we practiced what 
we learned. Leadership training was well worth attending. I just wish I had had this opportunity earlier in my 
career. I’m so glad there is an organization like Syngenta to help national Ag organizations improve their leadership 
and communication skills.                                                                                                                                                          
Pictured above: OWA attendees, Mallorie Phelan (MC), Jessica Jansen (L/B), Kristi Miller,(L/B)                                          
                                                    -Kristi Miller, LBWA Secretary 

- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Oregon Women for Agriculture Membership Application                                                                    

“Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture.”

AAW#_________

  March 1, _____ to March ______ 

Name______________________________________________________________________________________                  
Last Name         First Name Spouse 

Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
County________________________________ Phone_____________________________________ 
Email_______________________________________________________________________________

____ New Member ____ Renewal/Reinstate ____Under 21    Relationship to Ag  _____________________

Check areas of interest: 

___ Auction Committee       ___ Displays, Signs

___ Education                       ___ Legislative

___ School or Farm Tours    ___ Scholarship Committee

___ Website        ___ Public Relations/Marketing 

___ Ways & Means               ___ Convention     

___ Newsletter                      ___ Other

Dues: $45.00 annually 

(includes AAW membership)

Check payable and send to: 

Oregon Women for Agriculture       
630 Hickory Street NW                               
Suite 120; PMB 50                                
Albany, OR 97321
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OWA Supporters…
Linn Benton Chapter 

Welcomes the Tasmania 
Women in Agriculture 

Delegation! 
Arriving in Oregon July 12th 

OWA participates in Sherman and 
Umatilla Counties this spring. Pictured 
left and above: Wheat to Fork event; 
OWA banner sponsorship at Pendleton 
Cattlebarons rodeo!
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Save the Date! 
OWA               

2017 State 
Convention 

February             
16 - 18, hosted   

by  Marion/Clackmas Chapter

Oregon Women for Agriculture 
PO Box 149
Fort Rock, OR  97735
www.owaonline.org

JULY * AUGUST * SEPTEMBER  
OWA STATE BOARD MEETINGS  

July 15:  Dari Mart Office, Junction City, 8am   

August 19:  Boshart Trucking, Tangent, 9am   

September 16: Farm Credit Services, Salem, 8am 

Reminder!                          
Cultivator Deadline                                   
for all news, reports, photos, 
articles, ads, etc. for 
Autumn edition is September 
23rd. Please send to the Editor.

     Oregon State Fair!   
August 26 - September 1 

          State Fairgrounds, Salem  
      Sign Up Now to Volunteer!

AMAZON.COM link on OWA website: 
On OWA’s homepage click on upper 
right Amazon.com link to buy stuff 
from Amazon.com OWA receives a 
percentage! (average 4% per item 

based on your purchase) 
www.owaonline.org

http://www.owaonline.org
http://www.owaonline.org
http://www.owaonline.org
http://www.owaonline.org



