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Dona Coon presenting LEAVEN award to Shireen Malpass
This year’s recipient of the degree and an athletic letter as an
Oregon Leaven Award has not OSU cheerleader. She continued
been bashful of voicing her opin- to show her strong spirit by
ion of the importance of agricul- teaching middle school P.E. for
ture! Her roots run deep with her over 30 years and stood up in the
family being pioneers to the state teacher’s room to oppose opinand working on her family farm ions not based on fact about
farming. She was outnumbered
as she grew up.
but not discouraged and she has
In her senior year she was the never backed down when she
only cheerleader for the basket- went to bat for the industry/life
ball season. (The rest of the squad she loved.
had been removed for underage
drinking.) She kept doing what Her passion for the rights of
she believed in even though she ranching put her on a flat bed
was alone. She went on to gradu- trailer in front of the Capitol in
Continued on page 7
ate from OSU with a teaching

President’s Corner President, Debbie Crocker OWA members
After a long Oregon winter, spring is a welcome sight. Mother
Nature creates everyday challenges for ranchers and farmers. Oregon
Women for Agriculture is fortunate to have members from around the
state that are willing to tackle their challenges and help their neighbors. Many are busy advocating for agriculture during the legislative
session or volunteering with Ag in the Classroom and the many other
activities OWA is involved with.

opportunities

How you can become more
involved:
• Attend your local chapter meetings.
• Attend a State Board meeting;
each month a different chapter
Marion-Clackamas hosted the OWA State Convention, “Cultivating hosts the meetings.
Women Leader”. They lined up an excellent list of women leaders for • Attend the OWA State Convenguest speakers. For example, Doris Mold, the President of American tion, The 2018 Convention will
Agri-Women. She shared the current information about AAW and be hosted by Yamhill County
• Attend the AAW National Conhow we can become more involved. Thank you ladies for your hard
vention, Mid-Year or Fly-in.
work on planning a wonderful convention. It is always good to meet
• Attend the OWA Auction, April
the new members and reconnect with many members you only see
15, 2017
once a year.
• Volunteer to help at the auction
• Collect 2 donations for the
The March State Board meeting was held at the Oregon State Capitol auction.
Building. We met early to pass out our OWA packets to Representa- The solicitation letter and donatives (Thanks Marie & Elizabeth for putting them together). It was a tion form are on the OWA webgood opportunity for us to meet with our legislators and share our site.
position on current legislative issues.
Use the solicitation letter to
explain to potential donors how
Emily Duerst, Arlene Kovash and I attended the AAW Mid-Year in the funds raised by their donation
Dallas, TX. We took part in reviewing the AAW policies and prepar- will be used. When they decide
ing the white papers for AAW Fly-in in June. There was a great group to donate, use the donation form
of women working together, and we even had free time to enjoy a to gather donation information.
Save a copy of the donation form
dinner out with an AAW Executive board member.
to take along with the donation to
Many members are helping out with the AITC literacy project, “Alli- the Linn County fairgrounds the
son Investigates: Does Chocolate Milk come from Brown Cows?” If Friday before the auction. Send a
copy of the donation form to
you are interested in volunteering, please check out oregonaitc.org.
Spring is in the air and OWA is planning for the auction, “Oregon Emily Duerst
Agriculture a Family Affair”. Tickets are on sale and auction items Emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com
are being collected. Many members are doing their job to make the
auction a success. I hope to see everyone on April 15 at the Linn The annual dinner/auction is the
only fundraiser for OWA.
County Fairgrounds.
The next State Board meeting is April 21st and is hosted by Polk
County. Mark your calendars for Ag Fest April 29-30th in Salem.
Take advantage of the opportunity to attend the AAW Fly-in June
3-6th, in Washington DC and connect with our US representatives.
Enjoy your Spring!!
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TEXT photos to
Jessica Jansen
for the website!
971-832-2096
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The Cultivator is published four times a
year as a service to our members, advertisers and donors.
To submit information or interest in
advertising contact
Jess Schiller, Editor
jes.schiller@gmail.com • 541.376.5052
PO Box 788 • Pilot Rock, OR 97868
Newsletter Deadline:
Third Friday of March, June, September
and December
Find us online at owaonline.org
Like OWA on Facebook at
facebook.com/OWA4AG
Follow OWA on Twitter
twitter.com/OWA4AG

Oregon Women for Agriculture
State Officers
President
Debbie Crocker
26011 Old River Rd.
Monroe, OR 97456
541.740.5073
dcrocker@99w.us

First Vice-President
Helle Ruddenklau
12500 SW Salt Creek Rd.
Amity, OR 97101
503-932-0558
ruddenkl@viclink.com
Second Vice-President
Mary Hood
3484 NW Scenic Drive,
Albany, OR 97321
hoodm@columbiabank.com
541-979-2199
Recording Secretary
Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121
Salem, OR 97305
503.932.1326
emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com
Corresponding Sec.
Jessica Hanna
1907 NE 18th Street
Redmond, OR 97756
541.408.5232
auntjessa@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Tracy Duerst
14446 Riches Rd, SE
Silverton, OR 97381
503.873-8441
djduerst@aol.com
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Oregon Women for Agriculture • 1969-2017

OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which the
entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the production of food, feed,
fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for profit, which provides a major source of
income and capital for reinvestment.

OWA Goals:

• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the importance of agriculture to the economy and to the environment.
• To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.
• To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.
• To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard and dealt with
fairly.
• To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture. OWA defines sustainable agriculture as using farm practices and resources that produce safe, high quality
food and other products for America and the world resulting in profitable operations that
improve the land and environment for future generations.

CHAPTER MEETING DATES AND INFORMATION
Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon
@ NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond
Every other month:
Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec
President: Jessica Hanna
541.408.5232 • auntjessa@hotmail.com

Lane: First Friday, 8:15 am,
@ Citizens Bank, Juction City
Every other month October - June
President: Sarah Fay
541.736.2021 • shalagean@citizensbank.com

Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon
@ area restaurants
President: Diann Washburn
503-370-8092 • diann@ofsonline.org

Yamhill: 3rd Tuesday, 7pm
@ Citizens Bank, McMinnville
No meetings in July-Aug & Dec
President: Susie Kreder
503.864.2077 • bigal@onlinemac.com

Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm
President: Dona Coon
541.936.0074 stems @alyrica.net

Columbia Gorge: 2nd Tuesday, 5:30pm
@ Casa El Mirador, The Dalles
Jan, March, May, Sept & Dec
President: Cindy Brown
541.993.5291 • Cindy.brown@oregonstate.edu

Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon
@ NW Farm Credit Services,
Salem (N. of Costco).
No meetings in July and August
President: Mallory Phelan
541.990.9521 mallory@aglink.org

Eastern Oregon: 2nd Tuesday, 6 pm
locations rotate between Umatilla
& Morrow counties.
President: Josie Miles
541.705.5799
Josie.Miller@northwestfcs.com

To join OWA, mail application and dues to the address below.
Dues are $45. per year for membership in OWA, AAW and your
county chapter, or as an at large member (where we don’t have
county chapters). See membership form in this issue.

Mail correspondence to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture
630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321
www.owaonline.org
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What’s happening around the State
Polk County
The Polk County ladies provided an
Ag table at the Mid-Valley Winter
AgFest, held at the Polk County
Fairgrounds in Rickreall February
25th & 26th. It was a success. Thank
you to our membership for their time
at the event and to Deb Thomas for
her hard work and efforts organizing
the event. We look forward to
participating again next year.
The winner of the Constitutional
Essay Contest was our only entry,
Sarah Kenyon of Salem. Disappointing for our members as we had
expanded the contest into Benton
and Marion County. We plan to
update our approach and explore
using social media to engage with
students. We are also considering
changing the contest to a presentation format instead of an essay.
Arlene Kovash will report on the
project at the AAW Midyear meeting.
We welcome new members, Susan
Morrill and Abby Fitts! Mary
Beuthin with Benton county OWA
also joined us for our March meeting
and plans to stop by when she can.
We have a brand new slate of
officers. They are as follows: Diann
Washburn, President, Deb Thomas
Vice President, Mallory Lucas,
Secretary, Lindsey Myers, Corresponding Secretary and Tiffany
Marx, Treasurer. Our next few meetings will focus on what direction the
group wants to go and outreach to
potential Polk county members. Our
next meeting will be on Monday,
April 10th at 11:30 AM at the Eola
Inn, Rock n Rogers Restaurant in
Salem. We meet on the second
Monday of each month. Join us!

Eastern Oregon
Well spring has finally decided to
show up and after the long winter we
had everyone seems quite excited for
some sunshine and warmer weather.
Tractors are running, cattle are
moving and our ladies are busy out
doing what we do best, supporting
Oregon Agriculture.
We just wrapped up the third annual
Tractor Safety Driving course and
we are proud to say there are now 4
more certified young tractor operators in our area. A huge thanks to
Willow Creek Diner for supplying
cinnamon rolls, Morrow County
Grain Growers for their continued
support by providing us a location
and some amazing machinery for the
practical’s, our instructor Daniel
Bolen for returning to lead our class
and of course to all of our amazing
OWA ladies and their families that
make this possible. This is a project
that is very near and dear to our
chapter’s heart as it is the driving
force for how our chapter got started.
We have already started planning
ways to continue to improve this
event and hope to attract more
students in the future.
I hope you have all had a chance to
check out the facebook page for the
Eastern Oregon Chapter of Oregon
Women for Ag. Bethany Woodall
and Amelia Haguewood do a wonderful job of keeping the page
updated with fun ag facts and great
local farm images. If you have not
liked the page yet please stop by and
let the ladies know how much you
appreciate their hard work.

Crop ID sign season is also starting
up and we are excited to get all the
new signs up in our area for the
Diann Washburn, Polk Co. President public to enjoy. Watch for more
exciting pictures to come on the
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Facebook page and hopefully on
the website.
The next focus is on the upcoming
auction. We have been working to
put together another wonderful
“Eastern Oregon Bounty” auction
basket to represent the amazing
diversified agriculture that we
enjoy in our region. We look
forward to seeing everyone at the
auction and hope that you are all
enjoying the spring season.
Josie J Miles
E. OWA President
Columbia Gorge
Babies abound in the leadership of
our Columbia Gorge chapter!
Founded and first President Josie
Miles started the trend with her
little guy Joe over a year ago. Treasurer Dani Annala had son Aatto on
her due date, Valentine’s Day 2017.
And switching from President to
VP/Membership Chair, Deanna
Sudan is due the first part of June.
As new President and age 54, if this
happens to me, it will be a very
Biblical “Sarah” moment, indeed!
Five chapter members attended
Convention, learning lots and
enjoying being around so many
great gals who love Oregon agriculture. In February and March, the
chapter donated almost 60 “Get
Oregonized” textbooks and teacher
guides to the 3rd and 4th grades at
Sherman County School, and have
a homeschooling family interested
in the materials as well. New crop
ID signs have been ordered and will
be placed by chapter members,
including titles like “Winter
Wheat”, “Dryland Wheat”, and
“Wheat Storage”.
The chapter has solicited donations
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Around the State Continued...

for the annual auction, including a
wonderful basket of a winery tour
and goodies from Phelps Vineyard
in Hood River for the oral auction; a
Dufur basket of local products; and
the chapter decided to spend funds
purchasing a variety of locally
crafted items as well.

We will be a financial sponsor for
the annual “Bull Tour” sponsored
by the North Central Livestock
Association (NCLA), which will be
touring livestock operations in south
Wasco County on Friday, April 7.
Several of our chapter members are
also involved with the NCLA so we
small town volunteers wear many
hats!
Our chapter will be sponsoring a
local teacher to attend the Summer
Ag Institute, and are also direction
applicants to our Wasco and Sherman Soil & Water Conservation
Districts who award educational
grants as well. We will also sponsor
a college scholarship for local
graduating seniors or current college
students, with a preference for a
student pursuing a major in agricultural studies, with a 3.0 GPA or
higher, and female. Last year’s
scholarship winner never claimed
her funds, so we may be able to
award several scholarships this year.
New leadership for our chapter:
President Cindy Brown of OSU
Sherman
County
Extension;
VP/Membership Deanna Sudan,
local farmer;
Secretary Susan
Brown, local farmer; Treasurer Dani
Annala of NW Farm Credit
Services.
We look forward to
hosting the state meeting in May,
and have enjoyed having new members join our chapter.
Cindy Brown, Columbia Gorge
President
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Linn Benton Chapter Report
Happy Spring! Linn Benton members gathered at the Adair Officer’s
Club and had a fun social on Tuesday, February 7th. The evening
included door prizes, social bingo,
distribution of baskets to fill for
auction, great food and short
presentations about what there is to
do in our organization. There were
43 members and guests in attendance. Cherie Taylor, 2016 SAI
Graduate and lead instructor at the
Urban Farm Program in Corvallis
was our speaker.
State Convention, hosted by
Marion Clackamas, was awesome
and we had 14 members attend and
enjoy the Oregon Gardens. The
tours and the speakers were excellent! Thank you!
Our March meeting was hosted by
Mary Hood at her North Albany
home. Mary’s whole family worked
together to make us feel welcome
and very well fed! Our chapter
donation for the auction will be a
Seafood Dinner for 10 to be delivered to the buyer’s home and a
separate item of Scentsy Products.
Individual members submitted their
donation forms as well.
The chapter is finishing an OWA
Commodity Quilt that was discovered mostly done. The final eight
quilt blocks were distributed and
will be gathered back at the May
meeting to be assembled. Arlene
Kovash was a key person in the
original quilt project!
The chapter voted to participate in
both our county fairs, support a
letter of support in the Benton
County Voter’s Pamphlet for funding of Benton County Extension.
We also voted to give money to

assist Cailey Fraser, an agriculture
major at OSU, in her quest to
become Miss Oregon.
Members, Laurie Schrock and Dona
Coon, put together a lunch at the
Shedd Fire Hall for the Urban Farm
Students during their tour of Boston
Mill and Oak Park Farm Windmills.
LB donated supplies for the
students to prepare soups and
process their vegetables from their
school garden.
Shireen Malpass was presented
with her LEAVEN award at our
March meeting as she was unable to
attend the state convention.
Congratulations Shireen! You are
very dear to us.
Scholarship Applications were
distributed and discussed. Shelly
Boshart Davis is chair and has
updated the information on our
website. These are due April 15th.
Sigma Alpha reported on their
Professional Women in Agriculture
Symposium that they hosted at the
Memorial Union on April 3rd. Their
fundraiser Spaghetti Feed to
promote AITC will be held May
20th.
Points for Profit held their awards
event on March 21st and Linn
Benton was awarded second place
which equates to $2,000 to use for
educational projects during 2017.
Woo Hoo! A big thank you goes to
Kristi Miller and Chris McDowell
who wade through all those receipts
each month.
Our April meeting will be held at
Sue Kalina’s home and we will see
you at Auction!!
Dona Coon, Linn-Benton President

Continued on page 6
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Oregon Ag in the Classroom

Allison Investigates: Does Chocolate Milk Come from Brown Cows?
Now is the time to volunteer!
activity help students understand
how milk and dairy products fit
into a healthy diet, exploring the
five food groups and examples of
each.

The book this year, Allison Investigates: Does Chocolate Milk
Come from Brown Cows?, is a
fun and engaging story about
curious and inquisitive Allison,
who questions that chocolate
milk comes from brown cows.
One morning, she sets off on an
investigation to discover the truth
for herself! Filled with cows,
farms and fun, this book helps
readers discover the journey of
milk from cows to you! The

The time is now to participate in
the project! Bring this year’s
book to students in your community this spring by reaching your
local schools or fulfilling one of
our requests for volunteers. Visit
our website oregonaitc.org
/programs/literacy-project/)
to
sign-up or contact Jessica Jansen.
~ For more information about the
program or to sign up to read to a
classroom contact Jessica Jansen,
Executive
Director,
Jessica.Jansen@oregonstate.edu ;
541-737-8629

Sigma Alpha volunteer, Cailey
Frasier, leads a Dallas elementary
school classroom in this year’s
activity.

Around the State Continued...
From page 5

Yamhill County
Fields here in the valley are like
walking on a sponge full of glue! At
least the birds have started singing.
The grass is getting green but its not
dry enough to put any fertilizer on.
Same goes for the lawn that just
keeps growing with no hope of
mowing until maybe after Easter. I
know, complaining can’t help.
Yamhill County Women for Ag have
started seeing interest in our community college scholarship. A few
high school councilors have called
me to inquire. We try to have a
decision made by the time graduation gets here so we can award it
during senior night.
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We are looking forward to the OWA
Auction next month and are busy
collecting donations.
Some of us have been busy at the
Capitol voicing our opinions about
a number of different concerns.
Susie Kreder, Yamhill Co. President
Marion-Clackamas
Marion-Clackamas members are all
excited to see glimpses of sunshine
after an extremely wet winter.
Thank you to everyone who came
to OWA Convention! We loved
seeing everyone, sharing a little bit
of MC ag and hosting this year.

We're very excited for the 30th
Annual OWA Auction on April 15th!
Up and coming this spring: We will
be electing new officers in April.
We are still seeking applications for
our scholarship and the deadline is
May 1, 2017. We are excited for
Oregon Ag in the Classroom's
Literacy project this spring as well as
Oregon Ag Fest at the end of this
month. Lots of ag education opportunities!
Mallory Phelan, M/C President
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...Leaven Award Recipient
From page 1
Salem singing at the top of her
lungs – “Don’t fence me in!” She
was there to support Oregon
ranchers on the issue of fencing
off streams. Some of the horse
and riders in the group actually
went up the marble steps! Farmers and ranchers know how to
protest!
She has served as Linn Benton
Corresponding Secretary for over
20 years and been an OWA
member for over 30 years. At the
annual auction she had served
faithfully. She collected donations, spoke as Mistress of
Ceremonies, acted as a hostess,
set our decorations and served as
Cleanup Chair. Whatever the task
set before her she works for the
good of the organization.

Letter to the Editor:
The language in Ballot Measure 21-177 banning all aerial spraying in
Lincoln County is misleading.
These "corporations" are families (some large; many small) who have
been responsibly managing their farms and timberland for generations.
The class of pesticides used on small woodlands, farms and timber
have been researched and tested extensively for over 50 years with
solid data proving they are safe (not harmful) when applied as
directed. These pesticides are formulated only for specific brush
control and insects that damage trees. There is a required buffer area
of 60' or more around all creeks, rivers and water sources. These pesticides do not contaminate the soil.
In eliminating dense brush, the sun can reach the forest floor vastly
improving wildlife habitat. These pesticides are applied only on
timber acreage, which do NOT include urban neighborhoods, recreational areas, neighbors who do not want their timber sprayed or
waterways.
This ballot measure authorizes "any person" to take "direct action" for
enforcement. This "action" is defined as "self-government". This is
not true. This is criminal activity outside the law. The proponents also
demand immunity from "a civil or criminal action". In other words
they cannot be punished for causing physical harm or property
damage.

She loves everything to do with
agriculture and that begins with
her family. She has great pride in
her husband and her step- Vote NO on Ballot Measure 21-177.
children. Her nephew continues
to farm the land and her letters to Sincerely, Deanna Dyksterhuis,
the editor of the local paper
encourage others to look at the
good things happening on family forward to manning the State Fair
Booth each year.
farms.
Cheerleading is in her DNA as
she applauds FFA chapters while
presenting awards, attends Linn
Benton meetings, National AAW
Conventions, Points for Profit
meetings and encourages Sigma
Alpha members to reach for their
dreams in agriculture. She has so
much energy she actually looks
April 2017

LEAVEN AWARD – L stands for
Loyalty to the organization –
check! E for enthusiasm – check!
A for anticipatory – check! V for
Valiant – check, check! E for
Effectiveness – check! N for Nurturing - definitely check! The
2017 OWA Leaven Award
Winner is Shireen Malpass.

May 19th State
Board meeting
will be at
NW Farm Credit
Services in
The Dalles.
Hosted by
Columbia Gorge
Chapter!
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AAW Mid-Year Meeting was Informative and Interesting
Arlene Kovash, Polk County
OWA President Debbie Crocker,
secretary Emily Duerst, and I
attended this year's American
Agri-Women (AAW) Mid-Year
meeting in Dallas, Texas, in
March. Mid-Year is the meeting
at which AAW discusses and
determines this year's positions
on all issues affecting agriculture.

the wildfires in Texas, Kansas,
Oklahoma and Colorado, so the
exec team held a fundraiser for
relief efforts in the four states.
This included a silent auction of a
quilt, and a FarmHer gift certificate, followed by passing a hat.
There was also an anonymous
matching donation of up to
$1000. Through these efforts
AAW raised $2439.

The conference included AAW's
executive committee meeting,
Foundation board meeting and
the AAW board of director's
meeting on Thursday, and then
on Friday, after the official opening, updates on various issues
were presented. Most of the rest
of Friday was then taken up with
committees working on position
statements in four areas: ag business,
commodities,
natural
resources, and education. Each
attendee joined the committee of
her choice.

Saturday morning began with a
presentation about H-2A visas
given by Genesis Salmon whose
business is "H-2A Complete II,
Inc." Her father was an immigrant and started a sheep shearing
business using migrant labor.

Merlynn Verstuyft and Becky
Wiley of Pecan Grove Farms,
both of Texas, then gave an
impromptu presentation about
the Border Patrol. Becky’s
husband is a border control
agent. She indicated that the
issue is not so much catching the
AAW member from Oklahoma illegals, but what happens to
told about the devastation from them after they are transferred to

other agencies. Many times it
becomes a catch and release.
The position statements revised
by the four committees were then
presented to the whole group and
a lively discussion followed, so
much so that the meeting went
over the scheduled ending time.
The 274 positions were finalized
by mid-afternoon, though, in
time for members to go to the
Dallas Farmer’s Market for an
Ag Day 365 event.
AAW's positions will be printed
in booklet form for anyone who
wants a copy, plus it will be
printed in the next AAW newsletter, and is available as a PDF
document
from
me
at
kovasha@gmail.com.
I personally find Mid-Year the
most interesting meeting of the
year and encourage all members
to attend. Members can apply for
travel funds, so consider going to
this three-day event in 2018.

2017 Oregon Women for Agriculture Annual Convention
Mallory Phelan, Marion-Clackamas

The 2017 Oregon Women for
Agriculture Annual Convention
was held February 16-18 at the
Oregon Garden Resort. The
theme was Cultivating Women
Leaders. More than 60 OWA
members from around the state
attended with all chapters represented with the exceptions of
Eastern and Central Oregon. The
Marion-Clackamas
Chapter
hosted convention and lined up a
variety of speakers and two tours
to nearby farms in Marion
County.

Topics included: legal landscape
in ag, women in leadership,
getting involved on social media,
including AAW's AgDay365
campaign, Q&A with ODA, as
well as inspiration on cultivating
ourselves and each other as
women leaders.

Highlights included a tour of
Abiqua Acres, a fully automated
family dairy in Silverton, a tour
of Northwest Transplants, a
diversified seedling operation in
Molalla, and a interaction with
American Agri-Women President
Doris Mold of Minnesota who
Attendees listened, learned and recognized all past National
interacted with several speakers. LEAVEN Award winners. To
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wrap up Saturday morning, the
2017-18 State Officers were
elected.
The Marion-Clackamas Chapter
would like to thank all of the
sponsors who made convention
possible including Platinum
(Capital Press, JB Instant Lawn,
Northwest Farm Credit Services,
Wilco), Gold (Aldrich, DeLaval,
Mike Gamroth, Northwest Navigator,
Northwest
Dairy
Association/Dairgold,
Roth's)
and Silver (Ag West Supply,
Harvest Capital Company, Ioka
Farms, Scales Northwest).
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Ag-Timber parade
fun for the whole
family
2017 Ag-Timber Parade is just
around the corner. The event,
sponsored by Oregon Women in
Timber, will be Friday, May 19th
in Island City.
Activities will begin at 6 p.m.
with line up following at 6:30 on
“D” Street. The parade kicks off
at 8 p.m.
There will be free Pepsi & Coke
products. La Grande Optimist
Club will be selling hamburgers
& hot dogs, the Island City Fire
Dept. will be selling pulled pork
sandwiches & the Island City
Market and Deli will be open for
business!
Awards given for best Agriculture, Timber, Commercial &
Grand Marshal’s Choice
If you would like to participate in
the
parade,
please
email
tiffanysherman@bc.com or call
541-962-2069.
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Courtesy of
Deanna Dyksterhuis, Historian

We had no money. Oregon Seed
Council was generous in helping OWA communicate the
importance of the grass seed
growers' effective management
tool of field burning after
harvest for higher yields and elimination of weed seeds and grass
diseases.
The first fund raiser were bouquets of dried grasses, wheat and
flowers the members sold at the State Fair. Soon after realizing this
was time consuming and limited, OWA created created straw
plaques (some large, still in a shoe store in Corvallis) and smaller
ones framed.
In the 1970's, OWA sold sheepskins and each county chapter had
projects to raise funds including gift baskets, stationery, quilt
patterns and note cards, etc. The bandana project (assorted colors,
farm scenes with the slogan: "Farmers, America's Strength") was
the next statewide effort.
In 1987, OWA held a "Country Style Dinner n' Auction" at the Polk
County Fairgrounds in Rickreall, which has been a success from
the beginning. A special thank you to all OWA members and families, who continue to volunteer, solicit donations, chair committees, bring appetizers and encourage everyone they do business
with to attend. The amount of money raised makes it possible to
fund all of OWA's efforts in "communicating the story of today's
agriculture".
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4:30 • Silent Auction
6:15 • Dinner
7:45 • Live Auction
Last year, over 1,000
people attended the event
and helped raise money to
support our mission
for the year.
Last day to purchase tickects for $45 is April 7th,
then the price increases to
$50, tickets can be purchased at the door. Ticket
order forms are avaliable at
owasonline.org/auction/

NOT TO LATE TO
DONATE AN
AUCTION ITEM
Email completed
donation forms to
Emily Duerst
emily.duerst
@northwestfcs.com
PG 10

April 2017

Great turnout for public hearing on HB 2859

Courtsey of Shelly Davis from her blog
DaughterofaTrucker.com
Today (March 2, 2017), over 100 farmers, ranchers and
foresters showed up at the Oregon State Capitol for a
public hearing for House Bill 2859. Irony would have it
that we just finished the wettest month in record in February and then today, March 1st, was beautiful and sunny.
Guaranteed had it been rainy, we would have had twice
that many at the hearing.
Brenda Frketich did a great write up about the bill earlier
this week if you want to learn more about it:
nuttygrass.com. Or you could find it on OLIS. With the
sharing by many people on Social Media and with Oregon
Farm Bureau doing a great job gathering grassroots, the
natural resource community showed up!
Why? Honestly it’s simple: our way of life and livelihood
was being threatened.
After over 30 farmers, foresters and ranchers testified to
the Revenue Committee what this bill would do to their
operation, Chair Barnhart literally said, “In other words,
you win.” Because of the overwhelmingly response from
the natural resource community, the committee understood the ramifications. It was the first time I had ever
heard a round of applause in a committee hearing! It was
fantastic!
Farmers, ranchers and foresters: great job, way to show
up and make your voice and your story heard!
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Email Marie@BashawSeed.com if you want to be on the update list.

OWA SUPPORTS funding for
Agricultural Education – SB 239,
HB 2382
One of OWA’s primary goals is
educating our membership and the
public about the importance of
agriculture to human survival and
well being, to the economy and to
the environment.

Research is necessary for the
continued efficient, economic and
environmental
operation
of
agriculture

OWA SUPPORTS Oregon’s Right
to Farm Statute and OPPOSES any
attempts to “gut” it -- SB 499
Right to Farm protects farmers and
ranchers from complaints and legal
OWA SUPPORTS funding for action by neighbors who are
Oregon State Extension – SB 805 irritated with noise, dust, smoke,
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odor, etc. which are an integral part
of producing food and fiber.
OWA OPPOSES repeal of Seed
Preemption statute – HB 2469
OWA supports the seed preemption statute that says that ALL
regulation of agricultural seeds can
only be done at the state or federal
level.
Continued on page 13
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Summer Ag Institute:

Teaching teachers about agriculture

Oregon agriculture is an ideal subject for teachers to
incorporate in their classrooms. Not only is agriculture rooted in Oregon’s history, culture, and
economy, but it also offers innumerable ways to
explain lessons in science, math, and social studies.
But if educators have no experience with ag, how
can they learn about it? Enter the Summer Ag Institute.
A project of the Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation
for Education, SAI is an award-winning, weeklong, three-credit, graduate-level class through
Oregon State University that educates K-12 teachers with little or no background in agriculture.

Group picture at Mid Valley Farms with Ryan Glaser
and family, after watching farming demonstration.

“I’ve just been so blown away by this community of
farmers. Just the intelligence, the wisdom, the work
ethic, the care for the land was so evident everyIts goal is to help educators use agriculture as a where we visited,” said a teacher who attended SAI.
context for teaching core subjects like science,
math, social studies, and English. Current, factual, Since its first summer in 1989, SAI has enrolled
and scientific information about agriculture is almost 900 Oregon teachers with the goal of helppresented, and participants are provided with ing to promote the importance of agriculture to
educational materials to help them incorporate what society.
they’ve learned into their lesson plans.
There are two sessions of Summer Ag Institute.
Through SAI, teachers are given first-hand experi- Session West, based in the Willamette Valley, is set
ences in agriculture. The week includes field trips to for June 25-30. Session East, based in eastern
farms and ranches, tours of processing plants, and Oregon, is July 16-21. Enrollment cost for a
hands-on labs taught by OSU professors. A high- graduate-level, three-credit session, including
light is an overnight stay on a working farm where meals, accommodation, and transportation, is an
the teacher has an opportunity to spend time with a incredible deal at $600.
farm family.
To learn more about SAI, email Debbie Crocker @
sai.1.westoregon@gmail.com about Session West
or Kim McKrague @ sai.2.east@gmail.com about
Session East.

Teachers enjoying golf cart ride at Diamond Woods
Golf Course.
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Oregon Women for Agriculture supports SAI.
OWA and its members have been great supporters
of SAI. Many members help recruit teachers to
attend. This year your help is greatly needed. If
you know of a teacher that would benefit from SAI,
please contact either session. You can also help by
being a host family. For one night you share your
home and story about your operation. If you have
done so in the past, we will be contacting you soon.
April 2017
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From page 11

OWA OPPOSES the regulation of
Dairy Air, no matter the farm size
– SB197
Agriculture should not be required
to implement practices which have
not been proven and which are not
economically feasible.
OWA OPPOSES the regulation of
Diesel Engines – SB 1008
Agriculture should not be required
to implement practices which have
not been proven and which are not
economically feasible.

2017 Legislative Areas
of Concern
OWA is concerned about the
proposed legislation around aerial
spraying* – SB 892, SB 954
OWA supports flexibility and
choices by individuals as opposed
to regulatory command and
control in making management
decisions.
*It’s important to note that in 2015
bipartisan legislation was passed
to address issues surrounding
aerial spraying. The legislature
would wise to monitor the most
recent 2015 regulations and monitor it’s effectiveness before enacting new laws.
OWA is concerned about the repeal
of the Forest Practices Act – HB
3226
This bill encompasses every
reason already expressed above on
why we oppose things. We must
choose policy on facts & sustainability not on emotion.
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OWA Social Media Policy

President shall be an immediate admin of all accounts; executive committee should clear all other admins or appoint social media chair who
monitors other admins closely. Web admin shall have access to social
media accounts to keep website & social media account in sync.
Facebook
Suggested 3-5 posts weekly, acceptable posts:
• Promotion of all OWA events, from meetings to auction
• Shares from other organizations we support
• Ag in the Classroom, Summer Ag Institute, AgFest, Oregonians for
Food & Shelter, Pacific Legal, American AgriWomen, Oregon AgriBusiness Council, etc.
• Any political posts must align with position statements. If nature is
highly contentious, post must reference our position statement somewhere in post.
• If content is unclear on whether it is acceptable to post or not then it
must be cleared by the president and/or another executive officer
Twitter
As often as possible, acceptable posts:
• Facebook posts immediately go to twitter.
• A designated live tweeter at OWA events from OWA account
• Statement on twitter account that says Retweets do not mean endorsement
• Acceptable retweets include ag related posts using #ORag as hashtag,
ag related posts from members & supporters, political retweets should
match out position statements
YouTube
• Content designed specifically for OWA, i.e. Celebrate Oregon Ag
• Content developed by OWA executive and/or Board of Directors
• All other content must be approved by OWA executive board
• Content likes are not an endorsement
Pinterest
As often as possible and optimum would be 15 pins a week. The goal is
to promote members’ pins, organizations with similar goals as ours, all
Oregon farms, all Oregon grown products and anything that would be a
common interest to our audience as related to food, farm & fiber.
Acceptable posts:
• Pin does not necessarily mean endorsement
• Content shall be relatively neutral in nature
• Recipes, farm fashion, agritourism, Oregon farms, Oregon products,
farm/country home decorating, non-profit fundraising ideas
• Pin members blog posts
• Education on various farm issues
• Re-pins from organizations we support or who support us
• Pin or re-pin other member’s ag related content
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Oregon FFA State
Convention through
the eyes of an FFA Member
Kyndall Davis, Gracie Krahn, and Amy Krahn

Santiam Christian FFA Members Kyndall Davis &
Gracie Krahn, both Freshmen at Santiam Christian
Schools, had the opportunity to participate in the
2017 Oregon FFA State Convention last weekend in
Redmond. The theme this year, Don’t Back Down,
encouraged FFA Members and guests to stand firm
in what they believe in and to never give up. Each
session had its own “mini-theme” to build inspiration and motivation among Oregon FFA Members.
Here are a few of their most memorable moments:
Stand Your Ground - Always stand firm in what you
believe in and don’t allow others to take your passion
away.
Spirit - Stay passionate about the things in your life
that you love.
Permission to Live - Drive fast & take chances....you
only get one life to live so don’t let one single
moment pass you by. Live life with NO REGRETS!
Be Fearless - Be fearless in the pursuit that sets your
soul on fire.
Rise Up - Live life with a purpose. There’s a plan for
you.
Stand Out - Work hard, be humble, and stay kind.
Build Your Community - Surround yourself with
people that have the same passion as you. Be with

Gracie Krahn and Kyndall Davis

those who build you up not tear you down.
FFA Advisor, Amy Krahn, said members participated in a variety of leadership workshops, sat on
proficiency committees, and competed in several
career development events throughout the weekend. The convention was both motivational and
fun for all who attended.
#ORFFADontBackDown

On behalf of the Talk About Trees forest education
program and Oregon Women in Timber, we thank
you for your donation to our recent annual auction,
held Wednesday, February 22, 2017 at the Eugene
Hilton Hotel & Conference Center. The event was
a great success! We brought in close to $90,000
which is dedicated to Talk About Trees, our statewide forest education program for pre-kindergarten through 8th grade students.
Since 1991, we have reached more than 3 Million Students! The
auction clearly plays an important role in Oregon Women in
Timber’s ability to keep Talk About Trees Growing!
We look forward to seeing you all again next year and hope that
you had a great time at our event. Thank you again!
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Looking for
source to recycle
bailing twine
in Oregon.
Contact
Deanna Sudan,
Columbia Gorge,
for leads
541-760-0217.
April 2017

Gary & Karen Wilde
541.454.2995
18048 Middle Rock Creek Ln • Arlington, OR 97812
1/4

On OWA’s
homepage click
on upper right
Amazon.com link

OWA receives a percentage! On average
4% per item based on your purchase.

www.owaonline.org

Upcoming
State
Board
Meetings
All starting
@ 9 am
April 21st Polk
Co. Ext. Office
289 E Ellendale
Ave, Ste 301,
Dallas
May 19th
Columbia Gorge
Location TBD
June 16th
Central Oregon
Location TBD
July 21st
Lane County
Location TBD

Marion/
Clackamas
scholarship
deadline is
May 1st,
2017!
April 2017
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Oregon Women for Agriculture
PO Box 788
Pilot Rock, OR 97868
www.owaonline.org

Oregon AgFest • April 29th & 30th
PG 16
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