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Brenda Frketich, Marion/Clackamas

Marion/Clackamas Chapter Member
Receives Ag Connection Award
Submitted by Shelly Boshart Davis

Every year, the public divide
between the farm and fork grows
larger and bridging that gap only
becomes more difficult. Despite
the growing divide, many organizations, such as OWA and
Oregon Aglink, strive to provide
the resources to connect the
public to agriculture.

Since 2002, with annual awards
beginning in 2007, Oregon
Aglink’s Ag Connection Award
honors an organization, business, or individual to recognize
them for an outstanding job of
connecting the public with agri-

culture at their annual Denim &
Diamonds Award Dinner and
Auction.
This year, Oregon Aglink’s
Board of Directors selected
Brenda Frketich of Kirsch
Family Farms in St. Paul,
Oregon as the 2016 Ag Connection Award recipient. Brenda is a
member
of
the
Marion/Clackamas Chapter.
If you are active on social
media, you may know Brenda as
“@ORfarmer” on Twitter, or the
“NuttyGrass.com” blogger, also
Continued on page 8

President’s Corner

As we welcome in the New Year, let’s take a moment to reflect on the
past. In 2016, OWA members were busy advocating for agriculture
throughout the state. We greatly appreciate the time they spent this
Fall to set up a booth at the Farm Fair in Hermiston, the Cattleman’s
Association Annual Convention in Bend, the Willamette Valley Ag
Show in Albany, Girlfest in Portland, and the Women in Sustainable
Agriculture in Portland. Their outreach is our strength. It is important
for us as farmers and ranchers to take advantage of opportunities to
make conversations and bridge the gap between urban and rural
Oregon.
Tracy, Elisa, Katie, Helle and I enjoyed the road trip to Hermiston.
Nothing better than some good car time to get to know each other
better. Thank you Eastern Oregon chapter for hosting the October
State Board Meeting and spoiling us with great treats. Capital Press
hosted our December State Board meeting, and we thank you for the
use of your facility and the delicious treats. We appreciate our working partnership.
OWA was well represented at the AAW National Convention in
Raleigh, North Carolina. The members who attended were Dona,
Elle, Tracy, Emily D., Jeree, Molly, Arlene, Kristi, Lori, Emily W. and
myself. I believe we all returned to Oregon with a better understanding of agriculture in North Carolina. Mark your calendar for the 2017
AAW National Convention in Minnesota. It is a great opportunity to
meet women from all over the United States that share our passion for
agriculture.
Congratulations to Oregon Aglink’s 2016 Ag Connection of the Year
award winner, OWA member Brenda Frketich. She is truly a strong
voice for Oregon Agriculture.
I encourage everyone to attend the OWA State ConventionCultivating Women Leaders, February 16-18th, 2017 at the Oregon
Garden Resort, Silverton. It is a wonderful occasion to meet members
from all around the state. The Marion/Clackamas chapter has planned
excellent speakers and a great itinerary.
The 30th Annual OWA Auction/Dinner “A Family Affair” at the Linn
County Fairgrounds in Albany is fast approaching. OWA is involved
in many projects that need funding. The auction is our only source of
funding. As a member, you are responsible to collect donations (2 or
more). You can also be involved on a committee. There are a few
open chairs. If you have never attended an auction, buy a dinner
ticket, and mark your calendar for April 15, 2017. It is the best Ag
Party around!!
Continued on page 7
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Get up!
Get out there
with OWA!
How to become involved:

• Attend your local chapter meetings.
• Attend a State Board meeting;
each month a different chapter
hosts the meetings.
• Attend the OWA State Convention, February 16-18th, 2017
• Attend the OWA Auction, April
15, 2017
• Attend the AAW National Convention.
• Collect 2 donations for the
auction.
Use the solicitation Letter to
explain to potential donors how
the funds raised by their
donation will be used. When
they decide to donate, use the
donation form to gather donation
information. Save a copy of the
donation form to take along with
the donation to the Linn County
fairgrounds the Friday before the
auction. Send a copy of the
donation form to Emily Duerst
Emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com.
OWA has only one fund raiser, it
is the annual dinner/auction.
The solicitation letter and donation form are on the OWA website.

TEXT photos to
Jessica Jansen
for the website!
971-832-2096
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The Cultivator is published four times a
year as a service to our members, advertisers and donors.
To submit information or interest in
advertising contact
Jess Schiller, Editor
jes.schiller@gmail.com • 541.376.5052
PO Box 788 • Pilot Rock, OR 97868
Newsletter Deadline:
Third Friday of March, June, September
and December
Find us online at owaonline.org
Like OWA on Facebook at
facebook.com/OWA4AG
Follow OWA on Twitter
twitter.com/OWA4AG

Oregon Women for Agriculture
State Officers
President
Debbie Crocker
26011 Old River Rd.
Monroe, OR 97456
541.740.5073
dcrocker@99w.us

First Vice-President
Helle Ruddenklau
12500 SW Salt Creek Rd.
Amity, OR 97101
503-932-0558
ruddenkl@viclink.com
Second Vice-President
Elisa Chandler
29932 Peckenpaugh
Shedd, OR 97377
541.491.3972
echandler@goodmans.info
Recording Secretary
Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121
Salem, OR 97305
503.932.1326
emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com

Oregon Women for Agriculture • 1969-2016

OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which the
entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the production of food, feed,
fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for profit, which provides a major source of
income and capital for reinvestment.

OWA Goals:

• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the importance of agriculture to the economy and to the environment.
• To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.
• To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.
• To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard and dealt with
fairly.
• To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture. OWA defines sustainable agriculture as using farm practices and resources that produce safe, high quality
food and other products for America and the world resulting in profitable operations that
improve the land and environment for future generations.

CHAPTER MEETING DATES AND INFORMATION
Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon
@ NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond
Every other month:
Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec
President: Jessica Hanna
541.408.5232 • auntjessa@hotmail.com

Lane: First Friday every other month,
October - June, Citizens Bank
Junction City, 8:15am
President: Sarah Halagean
541.736.2021 shalagean@citizensbank.com

Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon
@ area restaurants
President: Carol Marx
503.362.6225 camarx@aol.com

Yamhill: 3rd Tuesday, 7pm
@ Citizens Bank
No meetings in July-Aug & Dec
President: Susie Kreder
503.864.2077 bigal@onlinemac.com

Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm
President: Dona Coon
541.936.0074 stems @alyrica.net

Columbia Gorge: 2nd Tuesday, 5:30pm
@ Farm Service Agency,
The Dalles
President: Deanna Sudan
541.760.0217 • dashbrook3@hotmail.com

Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon
@ NW Farm Credit Services,
Salem (N. of Costco).
No meetings in July and August
President: Mallory Phelan
541.990.9521 mallory@aglink.org

Eastern Oregon: 2nd Tuesday, 6 pm
locations rotate between Umatilla
& Morrow counties.
President: Josie Miles
541.705.5799
Josie.Miller@northwestfcs.com

Corresponding Sec.
Jessica Hanna
1907 NE 18th Street
Redmond, OR 97756
541.408.5232
auntjessa@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Tracy Duerst
14446 Riches Rd, SE
Silverton, OR 97381
503.873-8441
djduerst@aol.com
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Dona Coon, Past President; Jessica Hanna, Corresponding Secretary; Emily
Duerst, Secretary; Tracy Duerst, Treasurer; Debbie Crocker, President; Helle
Ruddenklau, 1st Vice-President; Elisa Chandler, 2nd Vice-President.
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What’s happening around the State
Yamhill County

Yamhill County Women for Ag put together our
annual gift boxes again this year – we’ve done this
more than 40 years! We sell them to raise money to
support our scholarships and grants.

Columbia Gorge

The Columbia Gorge Chapter has had an enjoyable
fall and beginning of winter! In October we had a
business meeting to make plans for 2017 and review
our projects from 2016. We decided to change our
meeting schedule for 2017. Meetings will be held at
Casa El Mirador, a fun Mexican resturant in The
Dalles on the second Tuesday of the month. We will
meet in the months of January, March, May,
September, and November. Join us at 5pm for
dinner with our meeting starting at 5:30pm.

Our gift boxes are made up of product mostly
donated by local farmers such as Kauer Farms –
hazelnuts; Scenery Farms – prunes; McKee Farms –
walnuts; Meduri Farms – dried apples; and Oregon
Cherry Growers – maraschino cherries. With the
help of our local Wilco Stores (Thanks Wilco) in
McMinnville and Newberg we sold out all of our November is when our annual social is held. This
year we gathered at the Historic Balch Hotel in
gift boxes this year.
Dufur, OR to enjoy a night of relaxation and great
The FFA in our area are encouraged to apply for a company! The evening started with drinks by the
$200 grant (we have seven local chapters) for proj- firepit, followed by dinner, door prizes and we made
ects that benefit the entire chapter. Our county 4-H fun essential oil mixes to take home. It was great
can apply for a grant for $500 for projects that having 6 new guests join us for the evening too!
benefit the entire county.
We are excited to share that we have ordered 60
We also have two scholarships: one for $1,000 for more Get Oregonized textbooks to be placed in the
an OSU student in agriculture; and one for $750 for Dry Hollow School 4th grade classrooms. Teachers
any community college student earning a degree and students will no longer have to share textbooks
toward a career in agriculture. We also donate between classrooms!
towards AITC and SAI. We have those that receive No meeting was held in December. Columbia
the scholarships report back to us at a local meeting. Gorge Chapter will be electing new officers in early
The MITCH Charter School in Tualatin bought a 2017!
large quantity this year. The school curriculum is
Deanna Sudan
based on agriculture.
Columbia Gorge OWA President
At our January meeting we will be hearing from
Karla Erovick, Director of Marketing & Events Polk County
with the Chehalem Valley Chamber of Commerce. The New Year brings a new event. Saturday, JanuShe wants to talk about how we can support ag tour- ary 7 is our Annual Meeting from 10 am to 2 pm at
ism. We also will be working towards starting our Loydee Stonebrink's home on Rickreall Road. This
scholarship applications and discussing how we can will be a brainstorming meeting on "What are our
best support AITC and SAI.
goals as a county chapter?, What do we do well as a
chapter?, What new or different things could we
Coming up in April, we are looking forward to do?" Lunch will be provided, as long as Arlene
AgFest! Always looking for volunteers to help out.
knows you're coming at kovasha@gmail.com.
Our meetings are usually held the third or fourth
Tuesday each month. We will be meeting January
17th at 7 pm at Citizens Bank in McMinnville. If
anyone would like to attend or needs further information or directions, please email me.
Thanks Susie Kreder, president
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Polk County Chapter has been busy contacting the
45 public schools in Benton, Marion, and Polk
Counties with information on the 2016 Constitutional Essay Contest. This year we expanded the
Contest to include Marion and Benton counties.
The 2016 question for entrants is, "If the 1787 Constitution were presented today, would it be ratified?
January 2017

Polk County continued
Why, or why not?". Deadline is
December 31 so by the time you
read this we hope to have email
boxes full of entries.
Three members attended AAW
Convention and one member
volunteered at AgExpo. We
donated $200 in support of OR
FFA State Reporter, Zanden
Unger, to attend a two week international leadership conference in
South Africa.

wonderful things Ag in the Classroom supports and our current
members introduced themselves
along with how they are related
to Ag.

We have already gained 4 new
members directly from this event
with several more very excited to
attend our next meeting in February. This was a great way to introduce new women to our organization in a very laid back and
inviting atmosphere, additionally
it served as a thank you to our
We plan to use the "Agriculture members for an amazing year!
Needs You!" display and materials we had at the Polk County Fair Moving forward we are already
at a booth at the Mid-Valley working hard to gather items for
Winter Ag Fest in February. The next year’s auction, planning
display talks about career oppor- several fundraisers, gathering
tunities in agriculture and the schools to attend for the Literacy
shortage of graduates to fill those Project and making new orders
jobs.
for Crop ID signs to put in around
the County.
We were saddened to hear of the
deaths of long time members I want to give a special thank you
Barbara Mulkey, daughter of to all the women of Lane County
Jeree and Paul Mulkey, and Elsie for an amazing 2016….we
Werth.
Condolences to their sprang back into action as an
families, they will be missed.
active chapter, grew to 26 members, showed our support at
Thanks, Carol Marx
auction, participated in Ag in the
Classroom and put up numerous
Crop ID signs within our County.
Lane County
Greetings from Lane County! On
Nov. 3rd we had our First Annual
Lane County Social & Membership Drive at the Amici Restaurant located inside the Holiday
Inn in Springfield. As shown in
the picture below we had a wonderful turnout of current and
prospective
members.
The
evening was spent enjoying good
drinks, great food and excellent
conversation. Debbie Crocker &
Dona Coon gave an overview of
the activities on the State Level
and the numerous benefits and
training OWA can offer, Jessica
Jansen informed us of all the
January 2017

Another thank you to the State
Officers for supporting us as
we’ve grown, guiding me
through this process and being
HUGE cheerleaders for our organization and Lane County.
Sarah Fay,
Lane County President

Marion-Clackamas

We met in November for our
regular monthly chapter meeting
and primarily focused on planning the 2017 OWA Annual Convention. In December, we had a
small Christmas social at Gallon
House in Silverton!
Register for 2017 Convention
early to save money and help us
plan better! Early bird registration is $75 and ends January
25th. After that, it's $90. Also,
please book your room at the
Oregon Garden under the OWA
room block by January 15th!
If anyone is interested, knows
someone or a company that
might be interested in sponsoring
Convention, please have them
contact Mallory Phelan at
mallory@aglink.org

Lane County Chapter members
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hauled everything home. Nice Eastern Oregon
Welcome 2017! We are really
Our November meeting was held work everyone!!
excited about the upcoming year.
at Dona Coon’s home on the 8th.
A group met at 3 pm to assemble Members attended the December Our chapter is turning three this
Christmas tree ornaments for State Board Meeting in Salem year and I am very proud of the
Pape in Tangent. Carrie Corrado and had no regular chapter meet- progress we have made.
came with all the bits and pieces ing.
The tractor driving continues to
for the Farm Animal theme. It
was a good time with laughing The January meeting will be held be a great success in our commuand glue involved. The tree was at the Eichler log cabin on Peoria nity and our membership is growdecorated on Tuesday, November Road Tuesday, January 10. ing slowly.
29. It was really lovely and Dinner will be served and our
Our goals and objectives for the
customers actually brought orna- budget, meeting schedule and
next year include continued
ments to the counter and tried to goals will be discussed. Each
development of name recognipurchase them! Quite a compli- member of the chapter is being
asked to personally donate two tion. We want to focus on comment ladies!
items for the auction and to munity involvement so Eastern
Oregon OWA will be a name that
The regular meeting followed the procure additional items from everyone recognizes.
work party. After eating dinner business’ they work with. Linn
together, our members signed up Benton is also hosting the Janu- The recent Farm Fair booth in
for times to volunteer at the ary State Board Meeting at the Hermiston was a great event that
Willamette Valley Ag Show, Boulder Falls Inn, Lebanon. We generated a lot of interest and got
organized by Jessica Jansen. are planning a winter social for us started in the right direction.
Linn Benton provided a basket Tuesday, February 7 at a location
for the Ag in the Classroom Auc- yet to be determined. We had We hope all of our fellow OWA
tion. The crop identification sign such a good time last year bring- members and families had a wonprogram will be continued to be ing members we hadn’t seen for derful christmas holiday and may
supported by Crop Production some time and potential new this next year be the best one
Services in Tangent and Pat members together.
yet!!
Boren has volunteered to work
with us. We discussed possible Can’t wait to see everyone at the Sincerely Eastern Oregon OWA
President Josie J Miles
nominees for the Oregon Leaven State Convention in Silverton.
Award and reviewed our participation at Girl Fest in Portland.
Girl Fest was attended by more
than 3,000 girls and we were very
busy all day! Elisa Chandler and
her husband, Rick, went up the
day before the event and set up a
beautiful booth. Sujaya Rao
brought displays of insects and
even some live creatures to
attract attention. Debbie Crocker,
Emily Woodcock, Dona Coon
and Michelle Carmony (M/C)
assisted Elisa during the day.
Elisa and Rick dismantled and
Eastern Oregon Chapter’s booth at the 2017 Ag Fair, Hermiston

Linn Benton
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Oregon Ag in the Classroom
Allison Investigates: Does Chocolate Milk Come from
Brown Cows? Selected as 2017 Literacy Book

Allison
Investigates:
Does
Chocolate Milk Come from
Brown Cows? is a fun and engaging story about curious and
inquisitive Allison, who questions that chocolate milk comes
from brown cows. One morning,
she sets off on an investigation to
discover the truth for herself!
Filled with cows, farms and fun,
this book helps readers discover Last spring, with the help of 757
the journey of milk from cows to volunteers, the project reached
21,354 students in 902 classyou!
rooms across the state.
How the Literacy Project Works
AITC provides training to volun- Spring Volunteer Training - AITC
teers who contact local schools staff will be hosting a training
and set up time to visit and read to session for volunteers at this
students in grades K-4. Volun- year’s annual Oregon Women for
All
teers then do a hands-on activity Agriculture Convention.
with student to reinforce the mes- members are invited to attend and
sage of the book and share their learn more about the project. If
personal connection to agricul- you are interested in signing up to
become a volunteer, visit the
ture.
AITC website, send me an email
All the materials are free, com- or call our office. Videos and
pletely prepared for volunteers volunteer instruction information
and each classroom receives a will be posted by mid-February!
copy of the book. There is no cost
to volunteers or teachers. Start to Jessica Jansen,
finish, the program takes 45 min- Executive Director
utes. Reading sessions run from Jessica.Jansen@oregonstate.edu
541-737-8629
March 6 - June 9, 2017.

2017 AAW’s
Mid-Year Meeting
Each year in March/April,
American Agri-Women hosts a
Mid-Year Meeting for those
interested in discussing current
agricultural issues and policies
and voting to create AAW’s Position Statements for that upcoming year, which is the basis for
our AAW Legislative Fly-In in
June of each year.
In 2017, AAW’s Mid-Year Meeting will be at Dallas, Texas on
March 23-25, 2017.
Hotel and Registration Information will be available in January!

...President’s Corner

From page 2
OWA is fortunate to be a well-respected organization with active
members. As a member of OWA you make a difference. It is the little
things you do, like the conversations you make or the facts that you
share on Facebook. I look forward to 2017, is a true pleasure to work
with incredible women to accomplish our mission statement “WorkDebbie Crocker holds award
OWA received at convention for
ing together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture”.
being largest affiliate.
Debbie Crocker, OWA President

January 2017
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OWA members receive awards

Polk County’s Kathy Hadley awarded state award, will compete at nationals

& Ranchers who have excelled in their farm or
ranch and have honed their leadership abilities to
superiority. Participants are involved in production
agriculture with a majority of their income subject
to normal production risks.
Judges evaluate competitor's excellence in management, growth and scope of their enterprise and
self-initiative that have been displayed throughout
the farm or ranch.

At Nationals at the American Farm Bureau Convention in January, the applications will be ranked and
top ten announced. The top ten will then be interSubmitted by Shelly Boshart Davis
viewed, with the top four all awarded prizes ranging
Kathy Hadley, member of Polk county chapter, won from a new pick-up, Case IH tractors, and Stihl merthe YF&R Achievement Award at the Oregon Farm chandise.
Bureau Convention in December.
Good luck Kathy at Nationals, you’re making OWA
The Achievement Award recognizes Young Farmers and all of Oregon Agriculture proud!
Kathy Hadley, Polk chapter

...Ag Connection Award
From page 1

found on Facebook and Instagram. While she is
active promoting agriculture online, she is also
involved in local organizations and at the state capital.
Brenda, a third generation farmer and manager at
Kirsch Family Farms, did not originally plan a life
on the farm. She spent four years in Los Angeles to
receive a business degree from Loyola Marymount
University, initially intending to work off the farm.
However, the longer Brenda stayed in L.A., the
Marie Bowers Stagg, Lane, Kathy Hadley, Polk,
more she missed the small town farm life. Her father
Brenda Frketich, Marion/Clackamas, Shelly Boshart Davis,
suggested that Brenda do an internship on the farm,
Linn/Benton, Macey Wessels, Linn/Benton.
where she was to learn every aspect of the farm and
see if it was a fit for Brenda and her parents to Since then, John Deere and DTN/The Progressive
Farmer named her one of America’s Best Young
manage the farm together.
Farmers and Ranchers in 2013. She also particiIn 2012, she began her blog Nuttygrass, and in pated in a television campaign opposing Measure
2013, she eased into her management position at the 92 in 2014 and Measure 97 in 2016.
farm. Her “agvocating” efforts only grew from
there, and her special background and time in the Additionally, she serves on the state committee of
big city helped to provide an additional outlook the Oregon Farm Bureau’s Young Farmer and
Rancher organization, as a member on the Oregon
from the farmer and “city folk” ag audience.
PG 8
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Clover Commission, a board member on the
Marion County Farm Bureau, and on the Chemeketa Community College Agribusiness Advisory
Board.
On top of the variety of organizations she participates in, she is a mother of two young boys and an
emergency medical technician for the St. Paul
Volunteer Fire Department. It is easy to see that
Brenda easily pours her heart out for agriculture
and was well deserving of this award. Thank you
Brenda for being an outstanding voice for all of
Oregon Agriculture!

Upcoming OWA State
Board Meetings
The Jan 20th meeting is at
Boulder Falls Inn,
505 Mullins Drive,
Lebanon, Oregon 97355.
Feb 16-18 Annual Meeting
and Convention hosted by
Marion-Clackamas
The March meeting is hosted
by Yamhill County,
location TBD.

Looking for source to
recycle bailing twine
in Oregon.
Contact
Deanna Sudan,
Columbia Gorge,
for leads
541-720-0217
January 2017

Brenda Frketich, Marion/Clackamas

Highlights from Newsletter #1
dated November 8, 1969 written
by State Secretary Mrs. Geo.
VanLeeuwen. (This is how each
member signed her name at that
time).
Courtesy of
Deanna Dyksterhuis, Historian

Nine counties had organized: Benton, Clackamas, Crook,
Deschutes, Jefferson, Lane, Linn, Marion and Polk with "Jackson
and Yamhill in the planning stages".
Seed Council donated funds to print 8000 bright green bumper
stickers: "We Support the Agricultural Industry". Several women
were speaking to civic groups, clubs and schools. State Chairman
Mrs. Ralph Holzaphel was featured on TV and radio. Exhibits were
set up at malls, major stores and farm meetings featuring a pamphlet emphasizing the importance of grass to the environment.
"Our main task is to improve the image of ALL agriculture, not
argumentatively but by sincere well-informed communication in
speaking engagements, tours, news media, letters to editors and
influential leaders. Right now, we are concentrating on the importance of the grass seed industry to the liveability of Oregon".
Women for Agriculture made it clear from the beginning they
would work with all farm and agri-business organizations and not
affiliate with any one group. Their major goal was education for
themselves as well as the general public.
PG 9

Auction News
We will host our 30th annual
fundraiser “Oregon Agriculture:
A Family Affair” on Saturday,
April 15, 2017. Last year, over
900 people attended the event,
and the funds raised by dinner
ticket sales, raffle tickets, and
silent and oral auction items are
used to support the many projects
of OWA.
The success of the auction is
because of the members and
volunteers that work together to
make it happen.
Remember, as a member you
collect the donations. Examples
30th Annual fudraiser Save the Date. Image and design dontated by
of successful items are: fishing
Jess Schiller
or hunting trips, wine tastings,
homemade goods, tickets to
sporting events or concerts, art, Collecting Picture Frames for Auction Decor
crafts, gift certificates, etc.
Hello Ladies, I am getting excited and starting to plan this years decorations for the auction. I am wanting to get lots of pictures on the
Please collect donation items tables. In order to do that I will need pictures and frames from you.
early and send a copy of your
donation slip to Emily Duerst I would love to get a range of pictures, old and new. Pictures with
Emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com. equipment or animals in them would be best. More action shots or
pictures that tell a story.
Next Meeting:
January 9th, Monday @ Phoenix We need a mix of frame sizes. Any style 8x10 and smaller. I plan to
Inn, Albany, 6pm. We will be spray paint them all one color to tie them together. I’m willing to
addressing “Save the Dates”. return frames, they will be spray painted. If you want your frames
Food provided.
Everyone is back but not painted, please make note of that. Any leads on cheap
welcome to attend the meetings. frames is apperciated.
It is a great opportunity to get
You can mail the frames and pictures to me at 32541 Denny School
involved.
Rd, Lebanon 97355 or you can email pictures at
katieboshartglaser@gmail.com. If you have frames to donate please
Other Meetings:
let me know. I can pick up frames in the valley area. Or bring/send
February 13th, Monday
them to State Convention, I can collect them there.
@ Phoenix Inn, Albany, 6pm
March 27th, Monday TBD, 6pm.
If you are interested in helping with decorations please text or email
Auction Planning me. With everyones help I know we can make this happen!

Meetings

Jan. 9 and Feb. 13
Phoenix Inn,
Albany, 6 p.m.
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Thanks so much!
Katie Glaser
541-936-0688
katieboshartglaser@gmail.com

Donation form on
page 13
January 2017

Almost Everything Starts on a Farm or Ranch
The OWA Truck Wrap Committee are excited to announce
we now have 9 trucks on the road! OWA’s signature
billboard “Almost Everything Starts on a Farm or Ranch” is
now rolling across Oregon! The goal? Working together to
communicate today’s story of agriculture.
A big THANK YOU given to the companies who value this
project and furthering agriculture education by contributing
funds and allowing the wraps on their trailers:
Mallories Dairy
Crop Production Services
Helena Chemical Co.
Wilco
Wilbur Ellis
Ruddenklau Farms Trucking
Bashaw Land and Seed
Boshart Trucking
These truck/trailers will be hauling hay, grass seed, fertilizer, fuel, merchandise, chemicals and other agricultural
products and will be seen traveling the “highways and
bi-ways” all over Oregon!
A special thank you to the Truck Wrap Committee: Josie
Miller from Eastern Oregon chapter, and Macey Wessels
and Shelly Boshart Davis both from Linn/Benton chapter.

January 2017
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Oregon Agriculture Seminar 2016
I had the opportunity in October
to attend Oregon law firm,
Schwabe,
Williamson
and
Wyatt’s, second annual In the
Field Ag Seminar in Bend, OR.
The event was co-sponsored by
Harvest
Capital
Company,
Canby and Geffen Mesher
accounting firm of Portland.
The theme of the day was Running Your Farm Like a Business.
The aim was to provide ideas and
information about ways attendees can be successful using the
tools and assets they already
have at their disposal.
Presentations by three panels
included lawyers, accountants,
lobbyists, and Oregon farmers,
who could speak from specific
experiences they have encountered
within
the
natural
resources, agriculture and timber
industries.
As an employer, OWA member
and Ag Connection of the Year
recipient and 3rd generation
farmer in St. Paul, OR, Brenda
Frketich, gave a presentation on
how important it is to have agreements in writing, have an
employee handbook and policy
in place for accident prevention,
sick leave and time off.
Melissa Carlgren, Geffen Mesher
CPA, and also an OWA member,
talked about new laws for the self
employed and keeping good
records for filing annual tax
returns,
using
accounting
software, financial reporting and
new developments in business
tax laws and regulations. Other
subjects discussed included
Oregon’s new minimum wage
laws, new 1099 filing penalties
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Royce Ann Simmons, Vice President, Harvest Capital

Panel, (l-r) Brenda Frketich, Amanda Gamblin, Melissa Carlgren

and practices for hiring indepen- their ways of record keeping and
dent contractors, increasing the how important it is to keep vital
value of assets and enhancing records on our farms and ranches.
current farm operations.
The seminar was well rounded
Betsy Earls, Association of with points of interest to business
Oregon Industries shared infor- owners and employers, and using
mation of new labor laws which tools that we already have to
included overtime rules, increase enhance our businesses.
in OSHA fines for penalties and
safety incentives, drug testing I thank OWA member and VP of
policies and Oregon’s mandatory Harvest Capital, Royce Ann Simsick leave law.
mons for inviting me. I took
home a lot of information to
Royce Ann Simmons, VP Harvest update in our farm operation.
Capital, discussed the importance
of financial structure in your busi- It was a well attended event in
ness and working with budgets Central Oregon. Many of us in
and matching and tracking liabili- agriculture on the East side of the
ties and assets on a market based state find difficulty attending
balance
sheet,
importantly, these types of events in the Willalogging events and crop changes. mette Valley due to travel
distance and time involved.
Other farm women presented
-Jana Kittredge, COWA
January 2017

Mid-Valley Winter Ag Fest Returns to the Polk County Fairgrounds
We are excited to report that the
Second Annual
Mid-Valley
Winter Ag Fest will return to the
Polk County Fairgrounds February 25th and 26th, 2017. Last
year the event drew an estimated
5,500 adults and thousands of
children.

The Polk County Historical
Museum will participate in the
event, opening their doors to all
Ag Fest attendees and hosting
special events throughout the
weekend.

Antique Farm Equipment will be
on display from Antique PowerThe family friendly event will land and the NW “G” Railroad
feature a number of Artisan and Club will have an Ag related
Farmer’s Market vendors bringing a wide variety of products.
Polk County Extension will hold
a number of events.

transportation display with
working trains. There will be
free face painting and animal
balloons for the kids.
Adult Admission is $5. Children
under 18 are free. Parking is
free.
For more information
check out mvwagfest.com or
contact:
Deb Thomas at
mvwagfest@gmail.com

The local 4-H Achievers Club is
hosting a Petting Zoo and the
Horse Club will do demonstrations all weekend. There is also
room in the Swine Barn for a
number of either FFA or 4-H
Youth or Farms/Ranches to
show/sell their livestock or
promote their operations.
Local Ag Businesses participate,
interacting with local customers.
The two day event is open to Ag
Organizations to promote their
organizations or to educate
attendees regarding all aspects of
farm life. Many will give seminars or have interactive displays.
Last year the Ag Organizations
attending were very diverse,
including: Polk Women for Agriculture; Farmers Ending Hunger;
Ag Education in the Classroom;
Polk Farm Bureau and the
Chemeketa
Department
of
Viticulture.
January 2017
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2017 Convention Registration
Cultivating Women Leaders
February 16-18th • 2017
Oregon Garden Resort • Silverton
Name

______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number ______________________
Email _______________________________
Do you plan on staying at the Oregon Garden Resort? YES
NO
MAYBE
_____$75 – Early Registration (postmarked by January 25, 2017)
_____$90 – Late Registration (postmarked after January 25, 2017)
_____$40 – Extra Dinner Guest on Friday (Name _________________________ )
Registration includes activities on schedule and
breakfast vouchers (Fri/Sat), lunch (Fri), dinner (Fri) and tour transportation.
No refunds after January 25th, 2017. However, you may find a substitute to take your place.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please make your check payable to Marion-Clackamas Women for Agriculture
and mail it with this form to:
Marion-Clackamas Women for Agriculture
c/o Harvest Capital Company
PO Box 579
Canby, Oregon 97013

Lodging Room rate: $99 + tax
Group ID & Password: AGWOMEN
Oregon Garden Resort
www.oregongardenresort.com
503-874-2500 ext. 0
895 W. Main Street
Silverton, Oregon 97381
Please reserve your room before January 16th, 2017 in order to get in on the OWA room block.
Call the phone number listed above to make a reservation or follow instructions to book online:
1. Go to www.oregongardenresort.com
2. Under “Your Place to Dream” click on the “Group Login” black button
3. Enter the group ID & password: AGWOMEN and click “Login”
4. A new page will open with available rooms in the OWA room block for you to reserve
5. If you require dates extending before or beyond Convention or you have special room
requests, please contact the Oregon Garden Reservation Manager at 503-874-2508.
Questions? Contact Mallory Phelan (Marion-Clackamas Chapter President) at 541-990-9521
or email mallory@aglink.org
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On OWA’s
homepage click
on upper right
Amazon.com link

Get out there! Contact your local business
about supporting OWA

REGISTER NOW

OWA 2017 State Convention
The Oregon Garden Resort

February 16 - 18
hosted by Marion/Clackamas Chapter

OWA receives a percentage! On average
4% per item based on your purchase.

www.owaonline.org

ATTENTION CHAPTER MEMBERS

Please send information updates and news to
Jessica Jansen to be posted on the website
jessicabudge@gmail.com
Want to see your updates faster? Volunteer to
manage your Chapters page!
Contact Arwen McGilvra for information.
the.tech.chef@gmail.com

� � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Oregon Women for Agriculture Membership Application
“Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture.”
March 1, _____ to March ______

AAW#_______

Name______________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name
First Name
Spouse
Address____________________________________________________________________________________
County_______________________________________ Phone_______________________________________
Email_______________________________________________________________________________

____ New Member ____ Renewal/Reinstate ____Under 21 Relationship to Ag _______________________________
Check areas of interest:
___ Auction Committee

___ Displays, Signs

___ Education

___ Legislative

___ School or Farm Tours ___ Scholarship Committee
___ Website

___ Public Relations/Marketing

___ Ways & Means

___ Convention

___ Newsletter

___ Other

January 2017

Dues: $45.00 annually
�includes AAW membership�
Check payable and send to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture
630 Hickory Street NW
Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, OR 97321
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Oregon Women for Agriculture
PO Box 788
Pilot Rock, OR 97868
www.owaonline.org

AAW's National Advocacy
& Education Effort Kicks Off

American Agri-Women is launching AgDay 365 - a
year-long education and advocacy campaign to
show that everyone is part of agriculture. It will
raise awareness about who produces our nation's
abundant food, fiber and energy supply.
The "AgDay 365: Ag Day is Every Day'' campaign
will help raise awareness for and give a theme - a
brand - to many projects that affiliates and AAW are
already doing, along with being the basis for developing new events and efforts associated with the
theme. AAW and our affiliates are already involved
in National Ag Day every year and this project
provides a vehicle to expand out reach. Our plan is
that this will develop into an
ongoing effort that affiliates, our members and other
agricultural organizations
and individuals may join in.

What You Can Do When You Get Back Home
The AgDay 365 committee is developing information about the campaign that you can share via your
affiliate communication outlets. And, as you meet
with your affiliates in the New Year, please keep the
campaign in mind. It can be wrapped into events
you're already planning or can be a catalyst for new
ideas.
Please send in any fact sheets or resources you have
about your state, region or commodity. We'll be
sharing these with consumers throughout the campaign on our social media channels, including on
our consumerfacing Facebook page, Women4Ag.

Oregon AgFest • April 29th & 30th
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