OREGON WOMEN FOR AGRICULTURE
Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture

The Cultivator
OWA at 2012 Oregon State Fair!
Salem,
OR—
Beautiful
weather lasted through this
year’s Oregon State Fair.
The State Fair and their
budget constraints created
some challenges for OWA
this year, but thanks to our
membership
and
their
willingness to continue with
our mission of educating the
public about the importance
of agriculture, we managed
to
work
through
the
challenges.
“Pull a Pencil….Pick a Prize”
gave us the opportunity to
visit with fairgoers, as we
told them about the tubs of
ryegrass seed, hazelnuts,
and wheat, we had on display that held the pencils for
choosing.
Hopefully they
went away learning something new about agriculture
along with the pencil or
other OWA giveaway items.
We
also
featured
the
“Fortune Cookies” with, instead of fortunes, agriculture facts inside. The
Fortune/Ag Fact cookies
were passed out at the
OWA booth. We offered
them as a tasty snack made
with wheat. Sometimes people would read them right
there and it gave us a talking point that was interesting and fun. People really
seemed to enjoy them and
we used quite a few during
the fair.
Willamette
Valley Fruit
Company, Salem, donated
100 gift cards good for
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What’s inside:

Tami Kerr, L/B member shows off OWA’s
state fair booth at Salem Fairgrounds!
“Scone, Muffin, or
Coffee” from their
retail store. THANK
YOU WILLAMETTE
VALLEY FRUIT!
Thank you to everyone for signing
up to work at the
fair this year. Several members actually worked more
than one shift to help out.
Thank you one and all for
giving up
precious time
during a busy time of the
year. I would like to give a
special thank you to
Eunice Goodrich and Tiffany Marx for all of their
help. The online sign up
continues to work great,
thank
you
Arwen
McGilvra!
I hope all of you have a
safe, successful Autumn
season!
-Alice Dettwyler, Chair

OWA State Fair Committee
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Mark your Calendar
 AITC Annual Auction
October 27th
Linn County Expo
Center, Albany

Some of the ag facts that
fairgoers found in their
 Election Day
fortune cookies not only
November 6
included this fact above,
but also
 Wolf Forum
“It takes the hide of 3.8 steers
November 9th, 9am
to make 72 footballs.”
COCC, Prineville
“Pumpkin plants have male
and female flowers.”
“Cotton fibers are used in
money and legal documents
to make stronger paper.”
“The average supermarket
carries 200 fruits and
vegetables.”

 Willamette Valley
Ag Expo
November 13-15
Linn County Expo
Center, Albany
 Oregon Cattleman’s
Assn. Annual Mtg.
December 6 - 8
Riverhouse, Bend

President’s Corner
I love fall. The colors, the post harvest hours, football
season and the political cycle.
Maybe the last one throws you off, but I truly do enjoy
the political cycle. Not necessarily the ads and the
mud slinging that occurs, but it’s because every year
we the people get to choose. Every election counts.
This year is no different. All races matter. All races
matter to farming, ranching and forestry.
The country gets to vote for a president this year.
While the president doesn’t necessarily have the power
to enact laws on his own he does have the ability to
appoint agency heads. These agencies include
Department of Labor, Environmental Protection
Agency and Department of Agriculture just to name a
few. I think we can all agree that this is very
important to our industry.
For the state in Oregon this is an important election
year. We have the opportunity to end the horrendously
unfair death tax by voting yes on Measure 84. We
have the chance to change up a few seats in the
Oregon Senate that would be a positive for Natural
Resources. The same goes for the Oregon House of
Representatives.
I encourage all of you to read and share the AgPAC
endorsements on pages 10-12 in this issue as these
are candidates and campaigns that align with the
overall natural resource industry views. As individuals we must choose candidates who best align with
our personal values. I encourage all to research these
candidates to see if they fit those values.
Also, this summer the United States Department of
Labor slapped Oregon farmers with a fine and held
their perishable crop hostage until the fine was
paid. Their actions were more than questionable and
took a "guilty before proven innocent" position. Farmers, citizens, Oregon's labor commissioner, legislators
and congressman were outraged by this. There was
minimal investigation prior to the fine. The Oregon
farm bureau has been an excellent resource for information and staying on top of the issue. I suggest
checking out their website, http://www.oregonfb.org/
usdol/ , they have compiled with articles and information regarding U.S. Department of Labor's erroneous
actions.
Please write letter's to your congressman
and legislators asking them for their support on this
issue to protect farmers and ranchers from government's over reach. Oregon Women for Agriculture will
continue to follow the issue.
~Marie Bowers, OWA President
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From the Editor
It sure has been a very dry, dry season not only on the
high desert but in Oregon on a whole. I don’t believe
I’ve ever seen it so dry since I’ve lived on the high
desert. Although dry, sunny days prevail, we are getting
very cold nights and mornings here now. I wanted to
share this photo of the primroses Yamhill County
Women for Agriculture so graciously sent home with
me at the conclusion of OWA’s annual convention in
March. I babied them
indoors until the end
of May, I planted them
in my planter in a protected area, and wellah!, the end of July,
they bloomed! Only
250 miles southeast of
McMinnville, amazing
how different the climate is in Fort Rock!
Thank you ladies for
the lovely flowers!
Chores, chores, chores! It seems they’re never ending!
My garden didn’t do as well this year as in the past. It
was very hot and dry. We did find a couple of corn cobs
about 6” in size that had kernels! All the root crops did
well, lettuce and herbs were scrumptious, we had a few
green beans which are very hard to grow here and we
enjoyed the peas that were able to sprout. But, now’s
the time to get ready for the winter season. Prepare
your gardens for winter by pulling up remaining plants,
adding compost to your soil and cover perennial plant
bases with mulch to help retain moisture this winter.
Using the leaves you rake from your yard as compost
recycles them, and helps the environment.
I’m excited about this issue of the Cultivator. It’s election time and has OWA got you covered! Take a peek at
OWA’s involvement with Oregon’s AG-PAC. Find
AG-PAC candidate’s endorsements on pages 10-12.
Also, this election year, OWA has teamed with Oregon
Women in Timber to publish our position on Measure
84 in Oregon’s Voter’s Pamphlet. Measure 84 is an
initiative to end Oregon’s death tax. Find out more on
these issues on page 9 in this issue. And, more
importantly be sure to vote! Ballots are due
November 6th, Election Day!
The Cultivator won’t be published again until January.
I am thinking about changing newsletter production to
quarterly. Publishing in January, April, July, October.
If you do not like this decision, please discuss with
your president or at your chapter meeting, or notify me
directly. You can find contact information on page 7.
Have a safe and happy holiday season. It’s here before
we know it!
~~Jana Kittredge
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Around the State
LINN/BENTON - Hope our new fall season finds you all
well. L/B members raised $140 in a Sisters Coffee
fundraiser in September through Points for Profit and
sold 31 bags of coffee.
On October 5th we had a fun Christmas tree work party
at Betty Jo's house for our fundraiser with Pape
(formerly Fisher Farm and Lawn) to decorate a tree for
their store lobby. The theme is "Made in the USA" - we
are using actual products made in the USA that we can
hang from the tree (or put under the tree) at Tangent’s
Pape store.
Our annual fall social was held at Virginia Kutsch’s on
October 9th to celebrate and welcome our Sigma Alpha
members at OSU. We were introduced to the representatives and new members.
We are participating with the East Linn chapter of Ten
Rivers Food Web on October 24th from 4:00-6:00PM at
the new Medical School in Lebanon for “Food Day—
Celebrate Local Food”. The event is FOOD and
EDUCATION and a variety of tables will be set up for the
public to visit. Activities on schedule include grinding
grain, seed saving demo, apple corer/slicer, hazelnut oil
and bread. Many local farms will be represented,
Mexican cheese samples, cooking demos, gardening,
and nutrition just to name a few. L/B table will offer
“Are You Smarter Than an Oregon 4th Grader” game
and we plan to give away OWA items in a Dairy Farmers
of Oregon bag which will include information about our
organization.
Hope to see you in Denver in November,
-Kristi Miller, President, Linn/Benton
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
CENTRAL OREGON—Our chapter is not as active as
we’d like it to be, but, we do get some things
accomplished during the year. Jana Kittredge was instrumental in getting road signs posted by her county’s
road department. Lake County’s Road Department also
feels the need for alerting motorists
that farm machinery is present on
county roadways and people need a
reminder to share the road. Special
thanks to Rick Dimileu and his crew
for making and posting signs in the
Christmas Valley, Silver Lake and Fort
Rock areas.
Our members volunteered for the
annual Merritt Scholarship BBQ at the
Crook County fair in August. Several of
us also made it over the Cascades to
help out with OWA’s state
fair
booth
in
August.
We
wish
everyone
a
safe
and
happy
holiday
season.
-Jessica Hanna, President, COWA
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MARION/CLACKAMAS - I would like to thank Alice
Dettwyler for chairing the State Fair Booth and all the
many helpers. Your hard work is greatly appreciated.
Farm Guide - With the success of the summer guide,
we have decided to go forward with another issue for
fall to help local farms advertise their pumpkins and
fall activities. We are also deciding to publish another
guide for the Christmas tree season that is set to be
published in November. This is a great fundraiser for
Marion/Clackamas chapter. The Fall Farm Guide was
published in the Statesman Journal the last week in
September.
The M/C women will be hosting a "Harvest Breakfast"
on Sunday, October 28th from 8 am to 12 noon at the
Parish hall at St. Boniface Church, 375 SE Church
St., Sublimity. Menu: Farm fresh eggs, Ham,
Hashbrowns, Fruit, Juice, Milk & Coffee. Adults: $6.,
Child $3. and 3 is Free! Proceeds to benefit Marion
Clackamas Women for Agriculture. Please show your
support for Agriculture by attending our harvest
breakfast! See you all there.
Carolyn Simmons participated in the Chamber of
Commerce Tour. She reported that the tour was excellent. Places the tour visited were Agri-Plas, The Brooks
Steam Up, Egans Gardens, Pratum, EZ Orchards.
Rita Doerfler told us new editions of Get Oregonized
are being redone and will be republished. Dona Coon
will be heading up the project and the new editions,
both student and teacher’s guide should be available,
March 2013. Rita asked if M/C would be willing to
help buy copies of the books for a school. For instance, Robert Frost, Silverton’s middle school needs
60 copies to update their copies of the book. School
budgets are so tight that they cannot afford to buy
them. Victor Point has new copies.
Next meeting will be on Monday, November 12th at
noon in the meeting room at Farm Credit Services,
650 Hawthorne Ave. Suite 210, Salem.
Bring your lunch.
Please be mindful of the farm equipment
traveling on our roadways...Keep our
farmers and their workers safe!
-Kimberly Zuber, President, Marion/
Clackamas

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Around the State
POLK - Salishan is the location for the OWA 2013
convention on March 7-9. Polk County is working on
a line up of speakers and have invited Darin Grimm of
AgChat Foundation and AAW President, Karen Yost.
Plan on joining the fun “Expanding our Horizons.”
In August we purchased a lamb, a pig, and a turkey at
the Youth Livestock Auction at the Polk County Fair
using donations from auction supporters who don’t
want to buy an animal themselves. This year a young
gal contacted us through our Facebook page to ask
our support so we purchased her turkey.
September 29th
we had a booth
at the Independence Hop and
H e r i t a g e
Festival. We put
wheat in a tub
for children to
play in while we
visited
with
adults
about
g r o w i n g ,
harvesting, and the uses of wheat. It was amazing
how many people didn’t know what a wheat kernel
looked like. We sold enough donated fresh produce to
pay for out booth rent, and had a good day. We also
talked to people about voting for Measure 84. Many
thanks to our sponsors, Ag West Supply, Derry Warehouse, Kelly Peters, Jim Gardner Farms, and the Oregon Wheat Growers League.
We worked with Ag In The Classroom to provide 15
Get Oregonized books and a teacher’s guide to a
3rd/4th grade teacher at Sacred Heart School in Salem,
and 2 books and a teacher’s guide to the Ballston
Community School near Rickreall.
“From our Farm to your Table” is the tag line for the
upcoming ad at the Independence Cinema. It has a
picture of a beautiful apple pie to remind everyone
that the bounty on their holiday dinner tables comes
from farmers.
-Carol Marx , President, Polk

Heritage Days, Albany
This was the
5th
Annual
Heritage Day
held at the
F a i r v i e w
Mennonite
Church
in
Albany
on
September
8th. We were
invited
to
bring our antique
fire
truck
out
LBWA member Elisa Chandler and her
husband, Richard at Heritage Days with and join the
fun. Lots of
their Vintage Fire Truck 1921 Model TT.
local families
Photo by Betty Jo Smith, LBWA
came
and
brought vintage farm equipment, cars for a car show
and beautiful quilts to share along with other treasures
to share. There was a tractor pull, plowing being done
by some of the older equipment, a quilting bee and
sewing/cooking demonstrations. Kids had a blast playing in a hay bale maze, going on hayrides, and digging
in a wheat pit!! It was great fun to watch them run and
shout and play all day. Inside the gym there were tables filled with treats made with zucchini that everyone
was able to sample. There were recipes provided for all
of the goodies, so we would be able to enjoy them again
once we got home. Folks could wander through and
see the beautiful quilts, look at displays of family collections (one was of everything strawberry related - that
was fun). Lunch was available, to support the mission
work of the church, and for dessert there was home
made ice cream made with tractor power! Dinner and
music finished up the fun-filled day.
Now about that fire truck...that's another story for
another day...1921 Model TT...owned by our daughter,
restored and maintained by Richard...travels to
competitions in the summer...
-Elisa Chandler, LBWA

Pic tured
ab ov e ,
Sandy Norman and
Kayla are ready to
talk wheat; left is
Polk county member,
Tiffany Marx at the
Independence
Hop
and Heritage Festival. At right, children
enjoy
using
their
imag in atio n s
in
whe at
kernels!
Photos by Carol Marx
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2013 Auction News
Save the Date!
OWA Auction - April 20, 2013
The days are getting shorter so it must be time to start
work on the 2013 OWA Auction! In agriculture we are
always getting ready for the next season so that we
can get the best return. This applies to the auction as
well. Preparation now, saves stress in April!

OREGON’s PUBLIC LANDS DISASTER

(DILEMMA)

Why is it important for us to know that of the 62.0 million
acres of total land area in Oregon, nearly half, 27.2 million
acres, is forested?
And, that over 60% of Oregon’s land is
under government ownership/management?
Because those areas do not pay property taxes! (Oregon 1991
Legislative Research)

The auction is the one major fundraiser OWA has for
the entire year. (no carwashing, no bake sales, no
marathon walking.......) Last year's auction fed over
800 people, raised thousands of dollars to keep our
message in motion and brought together the many
diverse branches of the ag community. It was a
success because many dedicated women (and men)
worked together and that is what it will take this
year too.
If you have been involved, thank you! If you have
never been a part of the auction, now is an excellent
time to start. Whether you have 15 minutes or 5 hours
there is a task you could do.
-Invite friends to the dinner
- Make & deliver appetizers the night of the auction
-Donate an item/service yourself
-Ask companies you do business with for a donation
-Help set up on the Friday before auction
-Help the night of the auction
-Come to an auction meeting
-Join an auction committee
Our first meeting will be Monday, October 15, 2012 at
new Tangent Service Center, 31978 N. Lake Creek
Drive, Tangent @ 6 pm. (This is on Hwy 99E.) There
will be dinner so come and join us. We will honor your
time and get lots done.
The OWA Auction is an amazing creation. Get involved
and work with some fun, dedicated ladies. Friendships
are forged under fire and the rewards benefit agriculture. Call me for more information.
- Auction Chair, Dona Coon (541)936-0074

The privilege of a lifetime
is being who you are.
- Joseph Campbell

According to the 2004 map (above) from U.S. General Services
Administration, 53.1 % of Oregon’s total land area is Federal
Land. Look at the Western third in comparison to the rest of
the nation. The mid and eastern states are able to levy property
taxes on most of the land area within their borders. This is a
great source of revenue for schools, roads, and other services.
In the map of Oregon (above), only the totally white areas are
private, or state and local government owned. When you add
state and local government owned lands to the Federal’s 53.1
%, over 60% of Oregon’s land base pays no property tax!
According to 1991 Legislative research, 62.9% (925,000 acres)
of Linn County is forest land. 62.2% of that is in public ownership. Knowing this, it should be hard for any Oregonian to
agree to Congress or Federal agencies (or even the State) wanting to acquire or manage more of our less than 40 % of privately owned land.
But, currently there are aggressive and
subtle efforts to do just that.
Oregon and California Revested Grantlands

(O&C)

The O&C Act of 1937 set aside approximately 2.4 million acres
of federally-owned forest land in 18 Western Oregon counties,
including Linn, for the economic benefit of those counties.
According to section 1181a of the O&C Act, O&C timberlands
are to be managed for “permanent forest production” with timber to be “sold, cut and removed in conformity with the principal of sustained yield for the purpose of providing a permanent
source of timber supply, protecting watersheds, regulating
stream flow and contributing to the economic stability of local
communities and industries, and providing recreational facilities.” Up until the adoption of the Oregon Forestry Plan, i.e.
northern spotted owl fiasco, sustained yield had worked well
for the 18 O&C counties.
Somehow this agreement with the Feds on managing these 2.4
million O&C acres has eroded, largely due to the Endangered
Species Act (ESA), and the counties are now down to annual
appeals to Congress for a pittance of what should be coming in
annually. As of today, counties are cutting services and at least
two O&C counties are releasing inmates from their jails in order to stay fiscally solvent.
...continues on page 12….
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OWA
at Polk
County—Oregon’s Hidden Pearl!
Did you
Know...?

OWA State Board Upcoming Meetings!
The October 19th state board meeting hosted by
Linn/Benton will be held at Ray’s Marketplace,
N. Albany at 621 NW Hickory Street. From I-5,
take exit 234B merge onto OR-99E S/Pacific Blvd
SE toward Albany; Slight left at Pacific Blvd SE;
take 1st right onto US-20W; take the US-20 ramp
to City Center/Corvallis; turn right at US-20W/S.
Lyon St; continue to follow US-20W; Turn right at
NW North Albany Rd; Take the 1st left onto NW
Hickory Ave. Ray’s will be on right. We will meet in
the back meeting room. Phone: (541)791-1713.
The November 16th state board meeting hosted by
Lane County will be held at Dari Mart’s
Corporate Office in Junction City located at 125
E. Sixth St. at cross street of W. Front. Dari
Mart’s office is across the street from Bi Mart.
From Salem, 99 turns into Ivy and turn left on E.
Sixth. From Eugene, take hwy 99 and turn right
on E. Sixth. Phone: (541) 998-2388.

Please note the upcoming 2012 State Board meeting
schedule. All meetings will be held on the 3rd Friday of
the month, 9am-noon and locations will be announced.
October 19, 2012 - Linn/Benton
November 16, 2012 - Lane
December 14, 2012 - TBD
January 18, 2013—Marion/ Clackamas

Congratulations RANGE Magazine for Receiving the
“Survivor Award”
Fans of “Confessions of Red Meat Survivors” will be happy to
learn RANGE’s special section devoted to some pretty amazing
people received second place for Best Regular Department by
the Nevada Press Association in its recent competition.
Recognition went to writers Suzanne Finney of Ada, Mich., for
her story about Josephine Julian of Kemmerer, Wyo., to Mary
Branscomb of Lamoille, Nev., who wrote about Joe Key, also of
Lamoille, and to Julie Zimmerman of Draper, Utah, who
profiled
Evan
&
Tilley
Zimmerman
of
R O
R a n c h
i n
c e n t r a l
N e v a d a .
“Survivors” features ranchers ages 80-plus who share their trials,
adventures and their love of the land. Often humorous and
touching, the stories are illustrated with precious family photos
and carefully edited to preserve a valuable piece of American
history. One of RANGE’s most popular features, the department
was compiled into a best-selling hardbound book in 2011.

Linn County Bridge Gets a Lift!
Do you know where this is? It’s the Fayetteville Bridge in
Shedd, Oregon, Linn county! The newly renovated bridge will be
able to carry 100,000 pounds! The 288-foot-long bridge had
been closed for several months during reconstruction. Originally
constructed in 1978, its wooden support structure has deteriorated. The bridge on Muddy Creek about 3 miles west of Highway 99E near Shedd is now open for your travelling pleasure.
“This has been huge for our community! Fayetteville Drive is one of our main Agricultural roads connecting
us to many other highways. It has been closed for years to truck traffic and to all traffic the past year. We
have all had to detour this old route and all the traffic got rerouted onto a little old country road that was
too small and not wide enough for combines, etc...We have been lucky no one got in a bad wreck.
With the renovation and update of the Fayetteville Drive bridge, we are all saving fuel, it is a much safer, and
the community is happy to have the bridge open. The Linn County Bridge crew did an amazing job of getting
the work done and finding money to fix the bridge. At one point, they were talking
millions
of
dollars,
new
bridge
and
another
two
years
of
construction/closure.
To say our community is happy, is just not enough........we are thrilled!” - Reported by Shari Falk, LBWA
Photo by Betty Jo Smith, LBWA
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The Cultivator is published five times a year, in

CHAPTER MEETING DATES

alternating months, as a service to
our members, advertisers and donors.
Editor, Jana Kittredge

AND INFORMATION


P.O. Box 149

(every other month: Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec)

Fort Rock, OR 97735

President: Jessica Hanna 541.504.3507

541.576.2236 - hay2ufortrock@yahoo.com
www.owaonline.org

jessica.hanna@farm-credit.com


541.998.8784

March, May, July, September and December



Oregon Women for Agriculture

First Vice-President
Dona Coon
31308 Peoria Rd.
Shedd, OR 97377
541.758.7063
stems@alyrica.net

Recording Secretary
Eunice Goodrich
PO Box 466
Dayton, OR 97114
503.864.3518

Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm
President: Kristi Miller

State Officers
President
Marie Bowers
541.914.0613
mariehbowers@gmail.com

Lane: Tues after State Board, 10am
President: Gerry Ottosen

Newsletter Deadline: Third Friday of
*****************

Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon @
NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond

541.928.7077


Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon @ NW
Farm Credit Services, Salem (N. of Costco). We do
not meet July and August.

President: Kim Zuber
503.949.9621

Second Vice-President
Lauren Olson
650 Idylwood Dr., SE
Salem, OR 97302
503.551.1961
lauren.olson
@countryfinancial.com

Treasurer
Linda Grell
31748 Driver Rd.
Tangent, OR 97389
(H) 541.936.1161
(F) 541.704.9998



glgrell@peak.org



Corresponding Sec.
Arwen McGilvra
1810 Hill Street, SE
Albany, OR 97322
541.791.4568
guangxi2002@gmail.com

millerk@dswebnet.com

zuberfarms@wavecable.com

Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon
@ area restaurants
President: Carol Marx
503.362.6225

camarx@aol.com

Yamhill: 4th Tuesday, 7pm @ 1st Federal Savings
President: Susie Kreder
503.864.2077



bigal@onlinemac.com

Hood River: 2nd Thursday, 6pm
@ Grace Su’s Restaurant
President: Jenny Copper
541.386.2569

Oregon Women for Agriculture
1969-2012
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in
which the entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in
the production of food, feed, fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for
profit, which provides a major source of income and capital for reinvestment.
OWA Goals:



To educate the membership and public about the importance of
agriculture to the economy and to the environment.



To unite all phases of agriculture having mutual concerns.



To improve the image of agriculture.



To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are
heard and dealt with fairly.



To support and encourage research that benefits agriculture.

*********************
Ad space is available at $75. per business card per year.
Please ask at the places where you do business (or
others) if they would be interested in supporting
Oregon Women for Agriculture by buying an ad for
their business. Please contact the Editor.

**********************
To join OWA, please mail application and dues to the
address below. Dues are $45. per year for membership
in OWA, AAW and your county chapter, or as an atlarge member (where we don’t have county chapters).
See membership form in this issue.

********************

Mail correspondence to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture
630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321
www.owaonline.org
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Ag in the Classroom Updates Grown in Oregon Map!
The Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation is very
pleased to announce the Grown in Oregon map has been
updated and reprinted for the third time. The map is free to
classroom teachers and more than 6,000 maps have been
distributed in the last five years to grades K-12 across the
state. The map is used in Farm to Market presentations,
workshops for teachers and will be featured in our new
“Plant a Seed” project.
The Grown in Oregon Map helps students visualize where
things are grown in our state and why. It is a great tool for
teaching regions. It can be used to learn about counties, or
for starting a discussion on nutrition and the abundance of
healthy produce in our state. The map features the leading
and unique commodities grown in the state's seven regions.
It is an excellent tool to bring the story of Oregon's agricultural diversity to the classroom.
The updated map is full-color on both front and back. We added economic information, the leading countries
Oregon products are exported to, and more maps and mapping activities online. The project was sponsored by the
Oregon Beef Council and the CHS Foundation.

Pictured above: State Fair Calendar Reception
The AITC Calendar Reception was held during the Oregon State Fair for the winning students, their families,
and teachers. Eleven students participated and shared their stories about their artwork, why they created the
images they did and their teachers shared how they are using agriculture in their classrooms. Students traveled across the state from Hines, Jacksonville and Grass Valley.
-Tami Kerr, Executive Director, Oregon AITC Foundation, 541-737-8629

Dandelions the Seed of our Tire (Rubber) Future?
Did you know that within a decade, you could be driving on tires made from dandelions.
Researchers at the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center in Wooster, Ohio are working with
industry giants including Bridgestone Corporation and Ford Motor Company to harvest natural rubber from a
relative of those plants home gardeners love to hate. While cultivating the perfect dandelion, the researchers are
also creating fertilizer and weed killers for the crop.
Once they have fine-tuned the plant and method of growing it, farmers from Oregon to New York and up into
Canada could be planting crops of Russian dandelions for rubber!
Source: http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2012/09/from_weeds_to_riches_the_makin.html
The Cultivator

Oregon Death Tax Repeal Makes
November Ballot as Measure 84!
Salem— The Secretary of State’s office announced on
Tuesday, July 31, that the Death Tax Phase-Out Act
which has qualified for the November 2012 ballot, will
be Measure 84.
Over 87,000 valid signatures were needed to get this
measure on the November ballot. 94,081 valid signatures were collected making it official for the ballot. The
End the Oregon Death Tax committee congratulates and
thanks all of the involved including signers, circulators,
endorsers, donors, supporters, volunteers and workers
that helped to get the citizen initiative to Eliminate the
Oregon Estate Tax on the November 2012 ballot!
The Coalition to End the Oregon Death Tax ran one of
the most efficient initiative petition campaigns this
cycle, using more volunteers than any other campaign,
having one of the lowest budgets, and having the
highest validity rate of 81%.
Supporters of the campaign are ready for the next
phase in educating the public on the importance of this
issue. “I am delighted we have a chance to let Oregon
voters know how harmful this tax is to Oregon family
farms,” said Marie Bowers, fifth generation Harrisburg
farmer, OWA President and Chief Petitioner on the initiative. “Now that we have our ballot measure number,
we can immediately crank up our efforts with our grassroots campaign,” said Marie. “We know that voters will
support this measure once they understand that the
death tax is a double tax which harms family farms and
family-owned businesses. Eliminating this tax will create new jobs, and that is very important for Oregon’s
economy.”
Ballot Measure 84 phases out the Oregon estate tax by
reducing the existing tax by 25% in 2013, 50% in 2014,
and 75% in 2015. Then by January 1, 2016, the tax is
zero. Additionally, Measure 84 prohibits any new tax on
any
property
transfer
among
living
family
members.
It phases out the capital gains tax on
property sales within a family on the same schedule as
the phase out of the death tax. This creates two safe
harbors. One prohibits any estate or inheritance tax by
any unit of government in Oregon; the existing tax is
phased out over three years, and then it is prohibited. This allows families to do whatever they want with
their estates.
The second safe harbor is for property transfers among
living family members. Any property transfer within a
family cannot be subjected to any new tax, and the
existing tax (the capital gains tax on property sales)
is phased out.
If Measure 84 passes in November 2012, as of January
1, 2016, Oregon families can do whatever they want to
transfer their property within the family without having
to pay state or local taxes.
Source: http://endoregondeathtax.com/home/
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Oregon Women for Agriculture and
Oregon Women in Timber
Ask You to Vote Yes on Measure 84
for Sustainability
For over 40 years, Oregon Women for Agriculture has
been educating the public about the importance of
agriculture and its effect on the economy, on the
environment and on Oregon’s families.
Oregon
Women in Timber represent the tradition of sustainable, family owned forests. A vote YES on Measure 84
will secure this tradition to future generations.
Our mottos, “Almost Everything Starts On A Farm” and
“Managed Forests Are Forever”, are the basis of our
education programs and overall mission to communicate the story of today’s natural resources. With these
programs, we work with our next generation of farmers,
ranchers & foresters, to maintain sustainable practices
that will allow our sons and daughters to continue our
family farms and forests. The Oregon Death Tax works
against these future generations by splitting apart the
family farms and forests, reducing operating capital,
and costing excessive and unnecessary amounts of
money to prepare for the death of a loved one.
Family farms & forests are typically multigenerational.
The current generation still strives to meet the
founding generation’s vision, to provide high quality
food and fiber for Oregonians. This is met with sustainable practices, determination, limitless sweat equity
and support of family.
Family farms and forests are torn apart by the Oregon
Death Tax, quality Oregon family businesses disappear,
jobs disappear, families are forced to move, and the list
of negatives goes on and on. Voting Yes on Measure 84
will allow family farms and forests to span generations
in Oregon, bringing with them: family values, ethics,
consistent quality in food and fiber, and the “don’t give
up” attitude. We ask that you Vote Yes on Measure 84
a nd
su p p or t
those
w ho
ha ve
i nvested
thei r
lives
in
su stai na bl e
i nd ustri es.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Eleventh Annual Willamette Valley Ag Expo!
Mark your calendars for the Willamette Valley Ag Expo
coming to the Linn Co. Fair and Expo Center November
13, 14 & 15, 2012. There’s three big days to experience
workshops, antique tractors, agricultural booths and
displays for the many faces of farming and ranching.
OWA will again host the front booth welcoming people
from all over the northwest with information about our
organization and of course coffee and cookies. There will
be an opportunity soon for you to sign up to volunteer
at this booth. Here’s a website for you to check out
more: http://www.wvaexpo.com/
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Oregon Women for Agriculture Joins AG-PAC!
AG-PAC is a political Action Committee representing the interests of agriculture, forestry and natural
resource based industries.
The Natural Resource industry of Oregon has been a staple of the Oregon economy since statehood. There
were 59 delegates elected to work on our state constitution, in 1857 and thirty-three of them were farmers.
Over the years, the natural resource industries position was weakened. The cities grew and our state began
writing rules and regulations that were putting our farmers and ranchers out of business. In 1989, six
farmers and ranchers decided to start taking back control of their destiny. AG-PAC was born!
This year Oregon Women for Agriculture joined AG-PAC. AG-PAC is a coalition of natural resource based
groups.
They endorse pro farming, ranching and forestry candidates and measures. We met with
candidates and groups over the last six months and made our endorsements in July. Below and on the
following two pages is the list of endorsed legislators, state officials and measures that will be on the
November ballot.
-Marie Bowers, OWA President

AG-PAC Endorsements - July 20, 2012
Office
Statewide
Secretary of State
Treasurer
Labor Commissioner
Attorney General
Statewide Total

First
Knute
Ted
Bruce
Ellen

Last
Buehler
Wheeler
Starr
Rosenblum

Congressional

CD-2

Greg

Walden

Senate

SD-1
SD-2

Jeff
Herman

Kruse
Baertschiger

SD-5
SD-9
SD-12
SD-14
SD-17
SD-18
SD-21
SD-23
SD-25
SD-27
SD-28
SD-29
SD-30

Scott
Fred
Brian
no endorsement
no endorsement
no endorsement
no endorsement
no endorsement
Scott
Tim
Doug
Bill
Ted

Roberts
Girod
Boquist
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Hansen
Knopp
Whitsett
Hansell
Ferrioli

The Cultivator

...AG-PAC Endorsements continued
House
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HD-1
HD-2
HD-3
HD-4
HD-5
HD-6
HD-7
HD-8
HD-9
HD-10
HD-11
HD-12
HD-13
HD-14
HD-15
HD-16
HD-17
HD-18
HD-19
HD-20
HD-21
HD-22
HD-23
HD-24
HD-25
HD-26
HD-27
HD-28
HD-29
HD-30
HD-31
HD-32
HD-33
HD-34
HD-35
HD-36
HD-37
HD-38
HD-39
HD-40
HD-41
HD-42
HD-43

Wayne
Tim
Wally
Dennis
no endorsement
Sal
Bruce
no endorsement
Caddy
Jerome
Kelly
Joe
no endorsement
Dwight
Andy
no endorsement
Sherrie
Vic
Kevin
Vicki
Brian
Kathy
Jim
Jim
Kim
John
no endorsement
Manuel
Katie
Shawn
no endorsement
no endorsement
no endorsement
Dan
John
no endorsement
Julie
no endorsement
Bill
Steve
no endorsement
no endorsement
no endorsement

Krieger
Freeman
Hicks
Richardson
Esquivel
Hanna
McKeown
Grant
Lovelace
Pishioneri
Coon
Olson
Sprenger
Gilliam
Cameron
Berger
Clem
LeCompte
Thompson
Weidner
Thatcher
Davis
Castaneda
Eyre
Lindsay

Mason
Goodhouse
Parrish
Kennemer
Newgard
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AG-PAC Endorsements continued….
House

Ballot Measures

HD-44
HD-45
HD-46
HD-47
HD-48
HD-49
HD-50
HD-51
HD-52
HD-53
HD-54
HD-55
HD-56
HD-57
HD-58
HD-59
HD-60

no endorsement
no endorsement
no endorsement
Maggie
no endorsement
Matthew
no endorsement
Patrick
Mark
Gene
Jason
Mike
Gail
Greg
Bob
John
Cliff

Nelson
Wand
Sheehan
Johnson
Whisnant
Conger
McLane
Whitsett
Smith
Jenson
Huffman
Bentz

Support phase-out of Oregon Estate Tax

OREGON’s PUBLIC LANDS DISASTER

(DILEMMA) continued from page 5….

More proposed public land acquisition/control
At the February meeting of the Linn Soil & Water Conservation District Board, (Albany Democrat-Herald, February 27, 2012), Jim
Houk, Deputy Project Leader for U.S. Fish & Wildlife’s (USFWL) Willamette Valley National Wildlife Refuge Complex, made a presentation about USFWL’s plan to control more land use with conservation easements or purchases, in the Willamette Valley from above
Portland to south of Eugene. (see map) A current fact is that the bird refuges and WRP (Wetland Reserve Program) projects in our
area attract millions of geese, but the government management regulations for the WRP’s only allow them to plant feed crops on 5%
of the acreage. The refuges and WRP’s are smack-dab in the middle of wheat and grass seed production land. Guess where the
birds go?! Right into the farmer’s fields reducing and sometimes devastating the crop. Isn’t this government “taking”? There seems
to be no money or rule to compensate the farmers for the crop damage.
In the Spring 2012 edition of RANGE magazine wrote a story appeared about USFWL targeting a big section of north/central California
rangeland for a similar conservation easement or purchase area so the federal agency could tell them how to farm, forest and ranch.
Later I learned that there are more than 40 such conservation/purchase areas currently being proposed for acquisition by USFWL. To
begin with I wasn’t too worried because I thought the Federal Government was having problems funding more necessary programs.
Then I received information saying, “The US Senate creates a huge new Land Acquisition Trust Fund by amendment to the Transportation Bill giving billions of dollars to the Federal land agencies with NO appropriations process! “ It would give “the Park Service, Forest
Service, Fish & Wildlife Service and BLM a blank check to take private land. . . . There is no Congressional appropriations process for
this money in the LWCF fund and little or no oversight in spite of our economy facing a huge deficit,” In a recent USDA Forest Service
news release, “Caring for the land and serving the people”, they announce that the “US Forest Service targets $40.6M to purchase, restore lands in 15 states.”
$1,417,500 for Oregon’s Hells Canyon National Recreation Area and Wallowa-Whitman National Forest, and $1.1 million for OR/Wash
Pacific NW streams and multiple national forests.
As if that isn’t enough, even the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) is acquiring more land to compensate for the loss of wildlife and
fish passage supposedly caused by building the water storage dams. At a recent meeting in Salem, K.C. VanNatta from Columbia Co.
commented that 42% of the BPA power bill goes to this mitigation. BPA has apparently agreed to acquire 26,000 acres to compensate
for the damage the dams have supposedly done to wildlife. 10,000 acres have already been purchased. BPA and USFWL have agreed
that BPA will provide the funds (from our electric rates) and F&WL will locate the replacement acreage. My question is, “Why take private exclusive farm use land instead of federal government land of similar quality to that where the dams are located?
...continued on page 14…
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week of September 10, 2012

ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE by Baxter Black, DVM
A COWBOY’S TAKE ON THE ECONOMY
I’ve been trying to apply some cowboy logic to a Stimulus Plan that depends on hiring more government workers
as a solution to unemployment in the private sector. I have many friends who work for the government. The jobs
might not always be as exciting but the job security and benefits are solid gold! My personal economist says the
average federal worker making $81,258 annually has benefits of $41,791, for a total of $123,049.
The basic question is, “How many private sector workers does it take to support one federal worker?”
From 2008-2010, the beginning of the recession, the private sector has lost 7.9 million jobs, more or less, while
590,000 jobs were gained in the public sector. It continues on. Fewer and fewer taxpayers are paying for more
and more government, which is trying to create jobs. But the increasing number of government jobs created just
puts a bigger burden on the fewer and fewer taxpayers. So eventually when the private sector taxpayers can no
longer fund all the government workers, their taxes will be raised to cover the new hires. Sound familiar?
These same private sector taxpayers are also expected to pay for food stamps for 30% of all of us, support the 10%
unemployed, also those on Medicare, government pension plans, unemployment insurance and free government
health care.
Not to mention those entrepreneurs that some say should not take credit for their own success, that they owe it to
the government who built the roads, and rails and buildings and internet. This begs the question, “Where did the
government get the money to build dams and freeways and monuments to politicians in the first place? Your taxes.
When you seek out the source of who really built America; the last man standing will be a person with an idea, a
shovel, and the will to work.
According to my private economist, it takes 17.34 private sector workers making an average of $61,051 wages and
benefits, to pay for one average federal employee.
Here’s some math for you; the Economic Policy Institute (a self-described think-tank) offers this convoluted reasoning: HEADLINE: “ Public Sector Job Losses Causing Slow Economic Recovery.” They state that there should
be 1.1 million more public sector jobs. These new 1.1 million new jobs will, in turn, “…produce collateral economic activity that will create 275,000 more private sector jobs.” Huh?
This is the kind of fuzzy thinking that probably only a Harvard graduate might understand.
“Ask not what your government can do for you, ask what you can do for yourself.” Dallas Horton, philosopher and
self-made man.
-Baxter Black, www.baxterblack.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Oregon Women for Agriculture Membership Application
“Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture.”
AAW#_________
March 1, _____ to March ______
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name

First Name

Spouse

Address___________________________________________________________________________ County_______________
Phone____________________ Fax___________________ Email______________________________________________
____ New Member

____ Renewal/Reinstate

____Under 21

Check areas of interest:
___ Auction Committee

___ Website

___ Displays, Signs

___ Public Relations/Marketing

___ Education

___ Ways & Means

___ Legislative

___ Convention

___ School or Farm Tours

___ Newsletter

___ Scholarship Committee

___ Other
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Relationship to Ag __________________________
Dues: $45.00 annually
(includes AAW membership)
Check payable and send to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture
c/o Lauren Olson
PO Box 3993, Salem, OR 97302
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The OCA: Responding to ranchers in need.
This summer, and still into the fall, Oregon’s wildfire season has been in full force. Wildfires devastated hundreds of
thousands of acres consisting of public and private grazing and ranchlands. Numerous cattle and wildlife were also
tragically lost in these fires. Ranchers have been assessing the impacts of this devastation and are beginning to determine how they are to make it through the winter under these circumstances.
Luckily for the affected ranchers, there have been some key efforts to help in the recovery. The Oregon Cattlemen’s Association (OCA) has created the Fire Victims Relief Fund, a distinct fund within the Oregon Cattlemen’s Stewardship Fund.
This fund is soliciting contributions to provide assistance to fire affected ranchers. Northwest Farm Credit Services recently made a significant contribution of $5,000 to these efforts. These funds will be distributed to those victims of the
wildfires within the ranching community. Donations of hay and transportation, and
partnerships to help ranchers find alternate grazing have all been put in place as
the work continues to not only assess but determine how to help keep ranchers viable during this recovery period.
The Oregon Cattlemen’s Association also helped to spearhead RESTOR, a task force
within the OCA. This task force is dedicated to gathering information on the impacts
of wildfires from livestock communities and producers, providing assistance and
education about options for rehabilitation and restoration, building awareness and
education, and facilitating improvements in current and future wildfire management
and mitigation. In August a grand effort was made by RESTOR when they facilitated the distribution and delivery of 500 tons of donated hay to affected ranchers in
urgent need of feed for their livestock near Jordan Valley and Frenchglen. The task
force consists of representatives of the ranching industry, state agencies, conservation stakeholders and producers who have convened listening sessions across the
fire affected areas. These sessions will culminate in dissemination of information as
plans are made for restoration.
OCA will continue to advocate for the interests of ranchers, their land and their ability to graze their cattle as conversations continue around restoration and wildfire relief efforts. The OCA is the voice of the cattle industry in Oregon and
takes that role seriously. We will continue to keep the needs and interests of ranchers in Oregon at the forefront of the
conversation in wildfire restoration and future management. Highlighting the tangible and intangible impacts on not only
ranchers but also lands and the economy will remain a priority focus over the following months.
For more information contact the OCA office at 503-391-8941 or visit our website at www.orcattle.com.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

OREGON’s PUBLIC LANDS DISASTER

(DILEMMA) continued

from page 12….

And, yes, there are even more projects around the state designed to convert more private property into public lands either by acquisitionor other controls.
What Others have to say:
Barry Bushue, President of Oregon Farm Bureau’s almost 60,000 family’s member Federation, recently wrote to decision makers in
Washington, D.C., “. . . we do have great concerns over the money dedicated to further land acquisitions and are opposed to provisions that provide funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund. These acquisitions don’t only affect an individual family
and operation, but also affect the economy of the county and in turn the state. Removing more land from the tax rolls in already
economically struggling and depressed counties doesn’t make sense. . . . it is extremely frustrating for producers who are told
there is no money to help with years of incurred wildlife damage in part due to previous land acquisitions, but there are dollars to
create new federal land.”
Are there solutions ?
Personally, I think we should thank Mike Dubrasich of Lebanon and the coalition “Give Us Back Our Land” (GUBOL) for bringing
forward a petition to Congress to return the title and jurisdiction of federal lands back to the respective Oregon counties due to the
Federal Government’s failed management in providing sustainable income as promised from these lands. Increased taxes and fees,
in my mind, are not a solution. I know families who have already moved from Oregon because of our steep estate tax (death tax),
and just last month a retired business couple were telling me that they are considering moving to a more tax friendly state.
Conclusion:
Why did I feel compelled to write to you? Because so few people have seen these maps and realize the burden the Western states
bear in comparison to the rest of the nation. Surely our Federal agencies can use land they already claim rather than take more off
the property tax rolls for any new agency projects!!!
-Liz VanLeeuwen, LBWA Member and Oregon State Representative 1981-1999, Halsey; 541-369-2544

OWA Supporters...
stems@alyrica.net

541.936.0074
31308 Peoria Road
Shedd, OR
Visit our farm stand! yummy cider, pumpkins,
gourds, and 30 plus varieties of apples! jerky,
pork, beef, jam, honey, and beautiful handcrafted greeting cards from the McSisters.
Hurry in! We close for the season on Halloween

—————————— Dona Coon ———————————

Custom Designs for Weddings & Events
Growing Field Cut Flowers Since 1983

Help support our
Points for Profit
fundraising. Find
Points for Profit
participating sponsors on OWA website,
go to Linn/Benton chapter page. Save your
receipts from these businesses and give to
any Linn/Benton member. It all adds up!
www.owaonline.org

2994 82nd Ave. NE, Salem

www.wvfco.com

Retail Store open Mon - Sat (503) 362-8857
Harvest Festival October 2nd - 28th (admission fee):
Tuesday – Friday: Noon – 5pm
Saturday: 10am – 6pm Sunday: Noon – 5pm
Closed Mondays
The Meaning of Oktoberfest
Oktoberfest is a 16-day festival that is held each year in Munich, Germany, running from late September to early October. It is one of the
most famous events in Germany and the world's largest fair, with some six million people attending every year, and is an important part of
Bavarian culture. Other cities across the world also hold Oktoberfest celebrations, modeled after the Munich event.
The Munich Oktoberfest, traditionally, takes place during the sixteen days up to and including the first Sunday in October. The festival is
held at the Theresienwiese (field, or meadow, of Therese), often called d'Wiesn for short.
In addition to celebrating with festive beer, visitors also eat huge amounts of traditional hearty fare such as Hendl (chicken), Schweinsbraten (roast pork), Haxn (knuckle of pork), Steckerlfisch (grilled fish on a stick), Würstl (sausages) along with Brezn (Pretzel), Knödeln
(potato or bread dumplings), Kaasspotzn (cheese noodles), Reiberdatschi (potato pancakes), Sauerkraut or Rotkraut (red cabbage) along
with such Bavarian delicacies as Obatzda (a fatty, spiced cheese-butter concoction) and Weisswurst (a white sausage). In the United States,
many communities celebrate Oktoberfest in the German tradition. Originally, Oktoberfest occurred in Munich, on October 18, 1810 for the
commemoration of the marriage of Crown Prince Ludwig (later King Ludwig I) and Princess Therese of Saxe-Hildburghausen. Along with
their marriage celebration, a great horse race was also held during the month of October. Oktoberfest means a strong German lager made
especially for the celebration, sweet and copper colored; an autumn festival that involves merrymaking and drinking beer.
Source: www.galvestonoktoberfest.com/history.html
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Oregon Women for Agriculture
P.O. Box 149
Fort Rock, OR 97735

“Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture!”

Volunteer for the Willamette Valley Ag Expo
November 13th - 15th
Linn County Expo Center, Albany

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER OWA BOARD MEETINGS

Reminder:

October 19: Ray’s Food Place, N. Albany

Cultivator Deadline

November 16: DariMart Corporate Office,
Junction City

for all news, reports, photos,
articles, ads, etc. for
January edition is December 30th.
Please send to the Editor.

American AgriWomen
37th Annual Meeting in Denver!

“Crushing the West
to Seek our Fortune
in Agriculture”
November 7-11, 2012
Denver Renaissance Hotel
Visit
www.americanagriwomen.org for agenda,
registration form and other convention news.
Hosted by: Colorado Agri-Women

If you have an
OWA Website update,
please email anything you
would like posted
or updated to
hay2ufortrock@yahoo.com

www.owaonline.org

