OREGON WOMEN FOR AGRICULTURE
Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture

The Cultivator
Revitalized Hood River Chapter
now Columbia Gorge Women for Agriculture Chapter!
When Sigma Alpha member
Josie Miller was transferred
to Northwest Farm Credit
Services in The Dalles she
learned that in recent years
OWA’s Hood River chapter
had not been very active.
She came to the executive
board for help revitalizing
the chapter. On November
7th corresponding secretary
Arwen McGilvra traveled to
The Dalles to meet with a
group of a dozen interested
women.
"We got six new memberships that night. There was
a lot of interest in a Gorge
chapter, particularly with
the crop ID signs and Oregon Ag in the Classroom."
says McGilvra. "We've also
had some question about
women on the Washington
side of the river. Since there
is not currently a Washington
State
chapter
of
American Agri-Women we
invite those women to join
OWA to promote agriculture
in the whole gorge area."
All Columbia Gorge area
women
involved
with
agriculture, farming or food
systems are invited to join
the former Hood River
chapter, now meeting in
The Dalles as the Columbia
Gorge chapter.
“As a group, we focus on
agricultural education and
awareness in our local
communities and throughout the state,” Miller said.

“Some projects we are a
part of that people may
recognize are crop identification signs and our partnership with Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom’s
literacy project. We also
stay in tune with agricultural
legislation, policy
and
technological
improvements. One of our
upcoming projects is the
Women Food and Farm
Conference being put on
by
Washington
state
extension services.” (from
h
t
t
p
:
/
/
www.thedalleschronicle.co
m/news/2013/dec/13/
local-oregon-womenagriculture-start-/)
The Gorge chapter held
their first formal meeting
on December 17th, and
collected
seven
more
memberships. Thanks to
the hard work of Miller the
chapter looks in good
shape to take off. Miller
has encouraged the group
to plan to attend OWA’s
annual
convention
in
February and learn more
about
the
state
organization.
The chapter is still in it’s
organizing stages. Officer
elections will be held at
their January meeting.
Meetings are held the 3rd
Tuesday of each month at
5:30pm at the Farm Credit
Services
Office
located at 3591 Klindt
Drive, Suite 110 in The
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Dalles. Their next chapter
meeting will be held on
Tuesday, January 21st.
What’s inside:
Officers will be elected at
this time. We are looking for
volunteers interested in
serving
as
President, President’s
2
Vice President, Secretary, Corner
Board of Directors and
From the 2nd VP 2
Membership chair.
“I am not new to OWA just
to The Dalles area. I started
my
OWA
involvement
through my sorority at OSU
in 2010 with Linn/Benton
and then once I graduated I
was part of the Marion/
Clackamas chapter until I
relocated to The Dalles for
work. I am very excited to
get this chapter up and running again and truly believe
we have already made great
progress. The interest we
have generated is fantastic
and we have already made
our first order for Crop ID
signs for the area,” Miller
expressed.
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Mark your Calendar
 OWA Auction
Meeting, Farm Credit
Services Office
Salem, January 13th

For more information on  AgChat Foundation
Columbia Gorge Women for
Training, Portland
Agriculture, call Josie Miller at
January 30 & 31
541-298-3400 ext. 3408.
The Columbia Gorge chapter is  OWA State Convention, Oregon Garden
set to host OWA’s May 16th
state board meeting. Location
February 20 - 22
to be announced.
 AAW Mid-Year
Minneapolis, MN
Welcome Columbia Gorge
April 3 - 6
chapter, and Hood River

members!
-Reported by
Arwen McGilvra
OWA Corresponding
Secretary

 Syngenta Leadership
at its Best
Minneapolis, MN
April 6-10

President’s Corner
The last two years have seemed to fly by.
Oregon Women for Agriculture, I have been honored to
be your president. I hope I have not disappointed in
any way.
During my tenure a few of my goals for OWA were to
become more legislative active, increase our public
exposure and interact more with those outside our
organization. I think we went above and beyond to
achieve those things. We joined AgPAC, endorsed ballot measures and wrote voter pamphlet statements. We
engaged folks at a health fair, did more radio interviews
and partnered with other agriculture organizations.
Thank you to everyone for helped Oregon Women for
Agriculture accomplish these things. It is not possible
without the support of our membership, because as
our mission statement says, “Working Together to
Communicate the Story of Today’s Agriculture!”
There are still many things to accomplish as an
organization internally and externally. But with time,
the goals will be met and new ones will be set. I have
no doubt they we will continue to accomplish great
things for Oregon Agriculture.
In the April 2012 Cultivator I wrote:
“Oregon Women for Ag plays a vital role in
communicating the story of today’s agriculture.
Oregon has a diverse audience to reach, there
is no doubt about that, however, OWA has a
diverse membership. This gives us the ability
work in all aspects of those audiences whether
we reach them through education, public
relations and/or legislation. There’s a place for
every OWA member. “
This still rings very true.
Oregon Women for Agriculture is a unique and
fantastic organization. My growth in leadership and as
a person can be directly tied to OWA. The friendships I
have made and will continue to make are ones that I
would not trade for anything. It is a special sisterhood.
Again, thank you for allowing me to serve as your
president the last two years. It was a true privilege. I
am looking forward to taking a slightly lesser roll in
OWA and continuing to promote agriculture!
I hope to see you all at our State Convention hosted by my
Linn/Benton chapter in February at the Oregon Garden!

~Marie Bowers, OWA President
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From the Editor
Here we are in another year and it’s 2014! The time
passes, seasons change, years go by. Oregon Women
for Agriculture is approaching their 45th anniversary
year! Organized in the summer of 1969, our
organization still thrives! Without the great women who
spend countless hours of volunteer time, we would not
be the organization we are known as today.
Congratulations OWA! Keep up the good work!
~~Jana Kittredge, Editor
Editor’s Note: The newsletter is so jam packed this
issue, I am cutting my column to make room for our 2nd
Vice-President’s “Team Work” essay…..
Team Work!
Last night I was up trying to find the perfect quote to
describe how I feel. I spent a good hour or more trying
to find one that was eloquent, concise, and relayed my
feelings in the best way possible. But nothing I found
would quite do. One was too blunt, one had the wrong
sentiment, no single one was just right.
I wanted to talk about teamwork, camaraderie,
friendship, leadership, trust and passion. I wanted to
say that I think we need to look inside ourselves and
find those things.
Then it came to me. There isn’t just one quote that
would be able to say what I wanted to say. I needed to
make up my own.
“Build teamwork with kindness.
Feel the camaraderie of a common bond.
Remember friendship.
Leadership should be strong, fair, and serve the members.

Trust in each other.
And remember that we all have the passion of our
shared goals.”
We can’t quantify it, we can’t measure it. These ideals,
these things that are intangible, are of utmost
importance to our well-being as people and as members
of Oregon Women for Agriculture.
Let us remember these things as we come into the New
Year. Let’s make these goals to achieve and to strive
for. We personally will benefit from it and so will our
organization.
“A leader takes people where they want to go. A great
leader takes people where they don't necessarily want
to go, but ought to be.” ― Rosalynn Carter
“Imagine a place where everyone chooses to bring
energy, passion, and a positive attitude every day.”
― Stephen C. Lundin
“Surround yourself with great people; delegate authority;
get out of the way.” ― Ronald Reagan
-Tiffany Marx, OWA 2nd Vice-President
The Cultivator

Around the State
LINN/BENTON - My fingers have finally thawed out
enough to type a report. Our November meeting was a
fun field trip set up by Betty Jo Smith to tour the Peoria Garden poinsettias. They have eight undercover
buildings as large as football fields full of every color/
kind of poinsettia you can think of. Our tour was led by
Ben Verhooeven, the owner’s son, giving advice on
growing them, how the business has grown over the
years and he showed some of the ways to take care of
so many plants with the flip of a switch or the crank of
a handle. We then drove to Betty Jo’s and enjoyed a
wonderful dinner and conducted a regular meeting.
Thanks again to BJ.
After
making
Christmas
tree
decorations
in
October, again at
BJ’s, we decorated
two trees at Pape
in Tangent and
Harrisburg for our
annual fundraiser
on December 5th.
Our theme this
year was “Grown
in Oregon”.
We have collected
and
counted
receipts for 2013
for our fundraiser
with Points for
Profit and will find
out how we did
this year at the
January
Awards
Banquet.

of Sue Kalina and our
be Tuesday, February
Lebanon. Our speaker
year old/young woman
tion to agriculture.

Our January 14th
meeting will be
held at the home
LB Annual Dinner meeting will
11th at Kings’ Coffeehouse in
will be Betty Orr a spunky 95
that has an interesting connec-

Be sure to get your registration for OWA State
Convention in early to take advantage of the drawing
for a special prize…it’s really cool. We have fun
informative meetings planned that I think you’ll be glad
you came. See the registration form in this issue. Hope
to see many of you there.
-Kristi Miller, President, Linn/Benton
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MARION/CLACKAMAS M/C hosted a Harvest
Breakfast on Sunday, October 18th at St. Boniface
Parish hall in Sublimity. We thank all who donated to
our breakfast, all who worked at the breakfast and
especially to those who attended. We appreciate all the
support!
Our chapter congratulates our member, Fran Hendricks for receiving the AAW Leaven award. She was
awarded at our November dinner meeting. Her entire
family was there to her surprise as well as the biggest
surprise to receive the Leaven Award from
Alice
Detwyller. She was such a stinker about not wanting
to go to this special dinner meeting that I had to tell
her, her dear friend Darlene was getting a
special award tonight, then finally at the last minute she
said, "Ok, I better go!"
I was delighted and so very nervous because I had to
tell her a little white lie!! All in all she was very
thankful for the award but did not feel worthy! That is
my aunt Fran for you, she is more the worthy of this
precious award. God Bless you Fran for all your hard
work you do for Oregon Women for Agriculture!
Our monthly meeting for January will be on Monday,
January 13th at 12 noon at Farm Credit in Salem.
-Kimberly Zuber, President, Marion/Clackamas
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Oregon’s Minimum Wage increases
January 1, 2014 to
$9.10 per hour!

Linn/Benton Women for Agriculture
Chapter is now accepting applications
for the 2014 Linn Benton Women for
Agriculture scholarships.
We are providing two scholarships this year.
1) Scholarship is open to agricultural majors (both
men and women).
2)

Scholarship is open to children/grandchildren of
OWA members with any major.

Contact Crystal Nelson with questions or for an
application. Email: LoveCrystalLynn@yahoo.com
or phone: 541-760-0946
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Around the State
POLK— Can you write the Declaration of Independence
in your own words? That is what the 2014 Polk County
Women for Agriculture Constitutional Essay Contest
asks students to do. We’re hoping to encourage early
entries so are offering $25 to the first 10 entries. After
the July 4 deadline all the entries will be judged with
prizes of first place $150, second place $100, and third
$75. The contest is open to Polk County high school
and home schooled equivalent students so please help
us get the word out.
Monday, December 9, Polk and Marion County Chapters
had a joint social in Salem for members and guests.
Canned food and cash donations were collected for the
Marion/Polk Food Share.
The morning
of December
14 we met at
T i f f a n y
M a r x ’ s
h o m e .
Members
b r o u g h t
cookies they
had made or
bought
to
share
and
exchange.
A r l e n e
shared supplies and knowledge to help each of us make
a paper holiday banner that said, “BELIEVE”. Everyone
enjoyed chatting, snacking, and making a fun craft.
(Pictured: Front: Bryn Marx, Emmy Domes, Carol Marx,
Jeree Mulkey. Back: Tiffany Marx, Stacy, and Ashley
In January we’ll return to meeting the second Monday of
the month.
-Carol Marx, President, Polk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

New Life for Old Trees!
As many of you know, the Linn-Benton Chapter has
been decorating a Christmas tree at Fisher Implements (now Papé Machinery) since 1989. A new
theme is explored every year and handmade ornaments are created to supplement the ornaments we
are able to buy. This year’s theme was an echo of the
original tree created in 1989: “Bountiful Beauty” (aka
“Stuff made from Stuff Grown in the Valley”). It featured beautiful hydrangeas, dried roses and garlands
made from hazelnuts and walnuts among the numerous ornaments. We had help from the Sigma Alpha
chapter at OSU with the creation of the ornaments
and there were many LB volunteers (and friends) on
decorating day – which makes putting up two trees in
one morning a pretty easy endeavor!
So…what happens to all of these fabulous decorations
once they have been used for two years? They start
out at the Tangent store, then are displayed the next
year in Harrisburg…we used to then take them to
McMinnville, but they have decided to hang on to the
“Nuts and Bolts” tree, so that takes one step out of the
process! The Linn-Benton chapter voted to “pass
along” the decorations to groups that decorate trees
for charitable auctions, so there is continued good
coming from the trees. We have donated to groups
decorating trees for the Boys and Girls Club,
Brownsville Community Foundation and South Albany
High School to name a few. We already have a request
for decorations to be used for a “Beach” themed tree
for next year…which means the decorations for that
tree will have benefited the community for (5) years…
three at the different Fisher locations, plus two more
auction trees!
I am honored to be a part of this project, and very
pleased that our members were willing to donate the
decorations to other organizations so they could
continue to help the community…instead of just
sitting in boxes somewhere.
My thanks to: The Sigma Alpha Chapter, the LinnBenton Chapter members and specifically – Virginia,
Linda, Kristi, Shireen, Pam, Becky, Sue, Dona,
Jeanne, Cheryl, Millie and Betty Jo! (See picture at left
of our tree and volunteer crew.)
We would also like to thank Papé Machinery for letting
us continue this tradition.
-Elisa Chandler
L/B Christmas Tree Chair
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The Tree Farmer Selected as
AITC 2014 Literacy Book
The Tree Farmer
is a beautifully
illustrated story
of a boy and his
grandfather,
a
tree farmer. The
book
takes
readers
on
a
magical journey
through
the
forest, discovering the gifts of
trees and our
responsibility to
care for them,
generation
to
generation.
How the Literacy Project Works
AITC provides training to volunteers who contact
local schools and set up time to visit and read to
students in grades K-4. Volunteers then do a hands
-on activity with student to reinforce the message
of the book and share their personal
connection to agriculture.
All the materials are free, completely prepared for
volunteers and each classroom receives a copy of
the book. There is no cost to volunteers or teachers.
Start to finish, the program takes 45 minutes.
Reading sessions run from March 10 - May 31,
2014.
Last spring, 17,004 students from thirty counties
participated in the AITC Literacy Project with the
help of 600 outstanding volunteers. Second grade
teacher Laurie Aguirre of Keizer said, “Your well
trained, enthusiastic volunteers provided a rich
in-class experience. My kids LOVED the presentation! I hope we can have you again next year.”
Spring Volunteer Training - AITC staff will be
hosting a training session for volunteers at this
year’s annual Oregon Women for Agriculture Convention as the Oregon Garden Resort. All members
are invited to attend and learn more about the project. If you are interested in signing up to become a
volunteer,
visit
the
AITC
website
at
http://aitc.oregonstat.edu.
Contact: Tami Kerr, AITC Executive Director

Thank You OWA!
On a personal note, I want to thank all Oregon Women for Agriculture members for your support the last
14 years. I have accepted a position with the Oregon
Dairy Farmers Association and will be their Executive
Director, starting February 1. Your
friendship
and encouragement have meant a lot to me and I’m
really proud of the partnership we have built through
the years. AITC has developed a lot of great classroom
resources and it’s wonderful to have more teachers
requesting literacy presentations and
program
materials each year.
Your participation and support has made
significant impact on the program, thank you!

a

-Tami Kerr

OSU 2013 Diamond Pioneer Recipients Announced
OSU's Diamond Pioneer Agricultural Achievement
Registry recognition luncheon was held October 2nd.
Here's the list of all the 2013 recipients.
been long time supporters of OWA!

Many have

Betty
Brose,
Corvallis;
Joe
Casale,
Aurora;
H. Rodger Danielson, Corvallis;
Marion Fletcher,
Tillamook; John
Fruetel, Albany;
Robert Hockett,
Woodborn;
Lee
Kasebery, Wasco;
Grant
Mead,
Dufur;
Verne
M o b l e y ,
Cloverdale; Patricia Patterson, Noti; Sandra Powell, Corvallis; Neal Reiling, Wilsonville; John Shearer, Sr., The Dalles; Ralph
Smiley, Hood River; Fred Stormshak, Corvallis, and
Elmer and Geraldine Stoller, Independence.
In picture above Stella Coakley, Associate Dean for the

College of Agricultural Sciences presents Betty Brose
of Corvallis with award. Betty Brose is a previous
member of OWA.
-photo courtesy of OSU Diamond Pioneer Committee

541-737-6829; tami.kerr@oregonstate.edu
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OWA
at Polk
County—Oregon’s Hidden Pearl!
Did you
Know...?

OWA State Board Upcoming Meetings!
The January 17th state board meeting hosted by
Marion/Clackamas will be held at Farm Credit
Services office which is located at
650
Hawthorne Ave SE, Suite 130, Salem. Take Exit
#253, Detroit off of I-5. The office is located just
north of Costco. We will meet upstairs in the
boardroom. Call (503)949-2621 for further
information.

Please note the upcoming 2014 State Board meeting
schedule. All meetings will be held on the 3rd Friday of
the month, 9am-noon and locations will be announced.
January 17, 2014—Marion/ Clackamas
February 20-22, 2014— State Convention
hosted by Linn/Benton @ Oregon
Garden Resort, Silverton. Plan to attend!

The February meeting will be held the 20-22. The
annual meeting will be held at the Oregon Garden
in Silverton. See pages 8 & 9 for details and
registration.

March 21, 2014 - Polk

The March 21st meeting will be hosted by Polk
County. Location is yet to be determined. Contact
President Carol Marx at (503)362-6225 for more
information.

July 18, 2014 - Lane; this meeting begins at 8am

April 11, 2014 - Yamhill
May 16, 2014 - Linn/Benton
June 20, 2014 - Central Oregon
August 16, 2014 - Linn/Benton; this meeting
begins at 8am
September 19, 2014 - Marion/Clackamas

Oregon Women for Agriculture

Dues are now payable!
Due March 1st each year.
Please pay your annual dues of
$45.
Payable to OWA and mail to:
OWA Membership
Oregon Women for Agriculture

630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50

Albany, Oregon 97321
OWA Volunteer Call!!!
•

We need a volunteer familiar with
computer program Microsoft
Access to help us manage our
membership database. Contact
Tiffany at cabr1713@gmail.com
or Tracy djduerst@aol.com for
more details.

•

We also need a volunteer, living
near Albany, to help us manage
our mailbox. Contact Arwen at
the.tech.chef@gmail.com
for details.

October 17, 2014 - Polk
November 15, 2014 - Yamhill
December 2014 - TBD by President

OWA Annual
Convention
Scholarships
Available for
Registration
Attendance
OWA Annual convention will be held February
20—22nd! It’s a time of year for us to learn, lead,
and have a little fun! This year I am offering a
scholarship to each chapter to send one new
member or one member who hasn’t been to
convention before. The scholarship is for
registration only. Please submit a one page, double spaced letter describing how teamwork can
be used effectively to grow our goals and what
you can see yourself doing in our organization
this year. Submit to me at cabr1713@gmail.com.
Put “CONVENTION SCHOLARSHIP” in the subject line. Deadline is February 1st!
– Tiffany Marx, OWA 2nd Vice-President

We appreciate your help!
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The Cultivator is published four times a year
as a service to our members,
advertisers and donors.
Editor, Jana Kittredge

CHAPTER MEETING DATES
AND INFORMATION
•

P.O. Box 149

(every other month: Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec)

Fort Rock, OR 97735

President: Jessica Hanna 541.504.3507

541.576.2236 - hay2ufortrock@yahoo.com

jessica.hanna@farm-credit.com

www.owaonline.org
Newsletter Deadline: Third Friday of
March, June, September and December
*****************

•
•

•

Second Vice-President
Tiffany Marx

PO BOX 163
Rickreall, OR 97371
503.779.3884
cabr1713@gmail.com

Treasurer
Tracy Duerst
14446 Riches Rd, SE
Silverton, OR 97381
503.873-8441
djduerst@aol.com

Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm
541.928.7077

Recording Secretary
Eunice Goodrich
PO Box 466
Dayton, OR 97114
503.864.3518
Corresponding Sec.
Arwen McGilvra
1810 Hill Street, SE
Albany, OR 97322
541.791.4568
guangxi2002@gmail.com

541.998.8784

President: Kristi Miller

State Officers

First Vice-President
Dona Coon
31308 Peoria Rd.
Shedd, OR 97377
541.758.7063
stems@alyrica.net

Lane: Tues after State Board, 10am
President: Gerry Ottosen

Oregon Women for Agriculture

President
Marie Bowers
541.914.0613
mariehbowers@gmail.com

Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon
@ NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond

millerk@dswebnet.com

Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon @ NW
Farm Credit Services, Salem (N. of Costco). We do
not meet July and August.
President: Kim Zuber
503.949.9621

•

zuberfarms@wavecable.com

Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon
@ area restaurants
President: Carol Marx
503.362.6225

•

camarx@aol.com

Yamhill: 4th Tuesday, 7pm

@

1st Federal Savings

President: Susie Kreder
503.864.2077
•

bigal@onlinemac.com

Columbia Gorge: 3rd Tuesday, 5:30pm
@ NW Farm Credit Services, The Dalles
Contact: Josie Miller 541.298.3400 ext. 3408
josie.miller@northwestfcs.com

Oregon Women for Agriculture

*********************

1969-2014
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in
which the entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in
the production of food, feed, fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora
for profit, which provides a major source of income and capital for
reinvestment.
OWA Goals:

•

To educate and inform the membership and the public about the
importance of agriculture to the economy and to the environment.

•

To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual
concerns.

•

To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.

•

To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are
heard and dealt with fairly.

•

To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture.

OWA defines sustainable agriculture as using farm practices and
resources that produce safe, high quality food and other products for
America and the world’ resulting in profitable operations that improve
the land and environment for future generations.

Ad space is available at $75. per business card per year.
Please ask at the places where you do business (or
others) if they would be interested in supporting
Oregon Women for Agriculture by buying an ad for
their business. Please contact the Editor.

**********************
To join OWA, please mail application and dues to the
address below. Dues are $45. per year for membership
in OWA, AAW and your county chapter, or as an atlarge member (where we don’t have county chapters).
See membership form in this issue.

********************

Mail correspondence to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture
630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321
www.owaonline.org
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Oregon Women for Agriculture – 2014 State Convention Agenda “OWA: Moving Forward Together”
Thursday, February 20

6 – 8 pm

Hospitality Suite – Social Mixer
Dinner on your own
Oregon Garden Resort restaurant is open from 5-9 pm

Friday, February 21

7:30 – 8:30 am

Registration

7:30 – 8:30 am

Breakfast

8:30 – 9 am

Welcome - budget, bylaws, nominations presented

9 – 10:30 am

Allison Clarke, Inspire.Define.Change.

10:30 – 10:45 am

BREAK

10:45 – 11:30 am

Stephanie Page, Oregon Dept. of Agriculture

11:30-11:45

Mini Yoga Session

11:45 – 12 pm

Updates – 5 minutes each
Summer Ag Institute, Debbie Crocker
Newspapers in Education, Hannah Brause
Ag in the Classroom Foundation, Darcy Kirk

Noon – 1 pm

Lunch – sit with someone new!

1:15 – 1:45 pm

Energy Trust Program, Ulrike Mengelberg

1:45 – 2:15 pm

Talk About Trees, Joan Mason Ruud

2:30 – 5:30 pm

Free Time - options include:
Touring the Oregon Garden
Shopping in downtown Silverton
Walking Tour of Silverton/Mural Tour

6 – 6:30 pm

Social Time (No host bar)

6:30 – 8 pm

Dinner and Entertainment by Divine
Service to Agriculture Award

8 – 10 pm

Hospitality Suite will be open

7:30 – 8:30 am

Registration

7:30 – 8:30 am

Breakfast

8:30 – 12 pm

OWA Meeting
Budget
Bylaws
Nomination of Officers

10:30 – 10:45 am

BREAK

Saturday, February 22
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Oregon Women for Agriculture – 2014 State ConvenƟon RegistraƟon
“OWA: Moving Forward Together”
February 20-22, 2014 - Oregon Garden Resort, Silverton
Name: ______________________________________ Chapter: __________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Email: ______________________________________ Phone: ___________________________
Spouse / Guest: ________________________________________________________________
EARLY REGISTRATION, received by 2/5/14*
#_____ @ $95 =
Includes all meals, breaks, materials and hospitality room

$_____

LATE REGISTRATION, received a er 2/5/14

#_____ @ $110 =

$_____

Dinner on Friday Evening (for spouses and friends)

#_____ @ $35 =

$_____

Total $_____
Special oﬀer for new members and members that have not previously aƩended an OWA State ConvenƟon –
FREE REGISTRATION for one member per chapter. Must be approved and submiƩed by the Chapter President.
At Large members interested in this opportunity should contact Marie Bowers, OWA President.
Ques on for social mixer on Thursday evening – share something about yourself that no one knows. For example:
I was a synchronized swimmer in high school; I won a spelling bee in the 2nd grade; I have seven brothers and sisters;
my middle name is Olive. Prizes will be awarded!
My unknown fact: ______________________________________________________________________________
Mail form with check(s) payable to Linn-Benton Women for Agriculture. Send to KrisƟ Miller at 34166 Goltra Road SE,
Albany, OR 97322. No refunds aŌer 2/10/14.
——————————————— ——————————————————————————————————————
Hotel Accommoda ons: Oregon Garden Resort. Call 800-966-6490 for reservaƟons and menƟon Oregon Women for
Agriculture to secure the convenƟon price of $99 per night for two people, plus tax. Prices are good for Thursday and
Friday evenings, February 20 and 21. Deadline for the $99 rate is 1/21/14!
Direc ons: The Oregon Garden Resort is located at 895 West Main Street, Silverton, Oregon, 97381. From I-5
travelling North, Take exit 258 for State 99E N toward Pacific Hwy E; Turn right onto Portland Rd NE/State 99E N;
Turn right onto Hazel Green Rd NE; Turn right onto Howell Prairie Rd NE; Take the 1st leŌ onto OR-213 N/Silverton Rd
NE; Turn right onto Paradise Alley Rd NE; Turn leŌ onto W Main St; Turn right then slight leŌ, Oregon Garden is on the
right.
Ques ons: call KrisƟ Miller at (541) 928-7077 or email: millerk@dswebnet.com.
*Everyone who has paid their registraƟon by 2/5/14 will be entered into a drawing for a special giŌ, to be selected on
Saturday, following the business meeƟng. Must be present to win.
Volume 45, Issue 1
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Oregon Agriculture: Just Add Water! 2014 Auction Theme
This is the theme of the 2014 OWA Fundraiser Auction that will be held Saturday, April 19th at the Linn County
Fair and Expo Center in Albany. This one fundraiser supports our organization’s programs for the entire year.
The money raised will promote agriculture through radio spots and bus billboards in urban areas, provide crop
identification signs, assist with Summer Ag Institute, provide for volunteers and materials to Oregon Ag in the
Classroom, outfit a booth at the Oregon State Fair, provide sponsorship of Ag Fest and many other educational
projects! Your donations make these projects possible. We had 1000 people attend last year. Your time and talent
is what makes this auction so successful. Be a part of this event by donating items, your time and attending.
Think about inviting your non-ag friends. It is always a fun evening. Prices have remained at $35/person.
We belong to this group of women because we believe in agriculture and want to educate the general public about
where their food comes from. Please put that belief into action by personally donating one or more items that you
would love to see at any auction. Make it a quest to put together a collection of something you would love to have
and would bid on yourself. Make a quilted wall hanging, bake a cake from your grandmother's recipe and write a
note telling bidders why it is so special, plant a tin dishpan with pansies and add a concrete frog, ask your
hairdresser for some extra shampoo/hairspray/mousse as a donation when you go for your next appointment,
create a garden trellis from apple tree prunings (then make one for yourself), put together a group of the prettiest
jars of fruit you canned this fall, repurpose a lovely gift you get for Christmas that just doesn't quite fit your life,
buy a gift certificate, donate a weekend at a mountain retreat, extra air miles, fishing trip (complete with lunch
and bait), horse trail ride, dinner in your home for 4 people, ............ You know what you love to bid on so that is
what we are looking for for this auction.
We set up on Friday, April 18th and it is a bit of a party so come and help! It is also a great way to preview the
good stuff. There will be pizza and music and heat in the building!
A donation form is included on the next page (page 11). Please begin collecting your donations. Contact donation
chairman, Chris McDowell at cmcdowell@pickseed.com or 503-510-1838 if you have any questions.
-Dona Coon, 2014 Auction Chair

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From OWA’s 2nd Vice-President, Membership Chair~
These last few months I have been lucky enough to be able to go to some fantastic meetings and see OWA
members from around the state. The Oregon Seed League held their annual convention in Salem at the
Convention Center where we heard from many speakers, notably Katy Coba from Oregon Department of
Agriculture. There were many OWA members in attendance!
Northwest Farm Credit Services held educational classes throughout the
state, one of which was in Redmond. It focused on basic financials and
some of it was taught by one our members, Andrea Kraemer from the Salem
office of NWFCS. SAIF had one of its agricultural safety seminars in Salem
at Eola Viticulture Center, which taught about subjects like sleepy and distracted driving, Hazard Communication standards, and their new Strengthen
and Lengthen campaign. All of these were a great time to get some new information, but also a good opportunity to connect with current members of
OWA and to talk to a few new faces about our organization. Next time you
are at a meeting or training, take the time to talk to the OWA members you
recognize and use it for a photo opportunity. We would all like to know
what you are up to in the “off” season! Please send me your reports to my
l-r: Lauren Olson, M/C; Emmy
email at cabr1713@gmail.com
– Tiffany Marx, 2nd VP

2014 Annual Meeting Officer Nominations and Elections
President, First Vice –President
and Corresponding Secretary.
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Domes, Polk; Tiffany Marx, Polk
at SAIF Agricultural Safety
Seminar, December 2013.

Country Style Auction ‘n’ Dinner
Donation Form
Saturday, April 19, 2014 * Auction begins at 4:30pm
Linn County Fair and Expo * Albany, Oregon
Please use separate form for each different item. DEADLINE FOR FORMS IS MARCH 23rd.

OWA Rep: ___________________________ County: _________________ Phone: _________________
DONOR ______________________________________________

Item and Description
Value $__________

Mailing Address ________________________________________

This is a: (please circle)
Gift Certificate

City__________________________________________________

Physical Item
Cash Donation

State _____________ Zip _______________________________

If gift certificate, is it provided by
OWA or Donor?

Phone ________________________________________________
Contact Person & Phone__________________________________
Please send one copy of form to:
OREGON WOMEN FOR AGRICULTURE
PO Box 103
Shedd, OR 97377
Phone 503-510-1838
Fax 541-928-1599

Description:
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Receipt will be mailed. OWA Tax #23-7069261
THANK YOU!

Size: ___________ if applicable.

OWA Rep: please mail or fax a copy;
keep a copy to attach to item for auction drop-off, if applicable.
Volume 45, Issue 1
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Summer Ag Institute Celebrating 25 Years!

...cont’d. AAW 2013 LEAVEN Award!

As the New Year approaches, it is a good time to reflect
on the past and look forward to the future. 2014 is the
25th Anniversary of SAI. The Oregon Women for Agriculture has been one of the driving forces that maintains
the quality and success of the program. Thank you to
all the members that contribute time and support to
SAI. Looking forward to working with you for many
years to come.
-Debbie Crocker, SAI Corvallis Coordinator

candidates. Leaven another word for yeast, is a
s m a l l
element
that
can
interact
and influence everyt h i n g
around it.
It permeates
and
raises the
elements
Pictured l-r: Past AAW
with which it is mixed.
President, Alice Dettwiler
Leaven multiplies its
awards Fran Hendricks
effectiveness for good.
with AAW’s LEAVEN
L—Loyalty:
to
the award; with Fran’s husmission of agri-women band and MC President,
Kim Zuber
This woman has been
an OWA member for more than 20 years and has
worked on the county and at the state level. Her
sweet smile always goes along with her calm statement of facts when answering
questions from
the public.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

American Agri-Women Award Top Honor to
Oregon Woman at 38th Annual Convention
I wish each of you could have been with us at the
annual AAW convention in Niagara Falls, NY. The Past
Presidents of AAW were the host this year, working with
New York Agri-Women and the Canadian Agri-Women.
Twelve OWA members attended. Marion/Clackamas
WFA was represented by: Gail & Bob Dettwyler, Tracy &
Doug Duerst, Emily Duerst, and Alice & Sam Dettwyler.
It was a full 4 days of renewing friendships, making new
friends and conducting the business of AAW, with a
little fun thrown in.
Next year’s convention will be hosted by Ohio
Agri-Women and will be November 6-8, 2014 at Hueston
Woods State Park Lodge – College Corner, Ohio which is
near Dayton, OH. We are encouraged to reserve rooms
early to get a lakeside room and after the cutoff they will
fill any unreserved rooms from a waiting list. (There is a
parents weekend at a local college which will fill all
available rooms in the area)
Also mark your calendars for November 2015, when the
convention will be hosted by Maine Agri-Women.
Each year AAW gives a Leaven award to women
nominated by their affiliate and chosen by the Leaven
Award committee.
The word LEAVEN is used as a means to evaluate the

E—Enthusiasm:
and energy to
organization.
agriculture draw

She generously donates her time
many of the activities of our
Her enthusiasm for life and
people to her.

A—Anticipatory: thinking and planning
not react to crisis only. She sets plans
produce positive outcomes from an
encouraged participation to help connect
agriculture.

ahead; does
in motion to
event and
the public to

V—Valiant: has courage; overcomes any natural
timidity. Her love of family and farm is an inspiration
to younger members. She is a member that will speak
up if she disagrees with something. She is always
gracious in her comments, but she has the courage to
speak her mind and to question a direction the organization might consider taking.
E—Effectiveness: ability to produce intended effects.
She is the type of member every organization wants.
N—Nurturing: encourages and helps develop talents
and skills of others. She keeps her eyes and ears
open to those around her. She is a “behind the leader” type of personality. Her natural warmth, willingness to share her time and her heartfelt compassion
for agriculture are genuine.
Congratulations to American Agri-Women’s 2013
Leaven Award winner from Oregon Women for
Agriculture, our very own Fran Hendricks!
-Alice Dettwyler, M/C and AAW Past President
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"Suggested changes for OWA bylaws, to be voted on at annual meeting"

FINANCES
1. The sources of revenue of this Corporation shall include membership dues,
contributions, grants, gifts, devises, bequests, and any other income.

Deleted:

2. Annual dues are due and payable by March 1st.
A. The dues shall be distributed to county chapters, Oregon Women for Agriculture
(the parent Corporation), and to American Agri-Women.
B. County or state organizations other than Oregon Women for Agriculture chapters,
shall pay membership dues in the amount of hundred dollars per year. They shall

Deleted: twenty-five

be entitled to one vote at the annual membership meeting.
3. All receipts of the Corporation shall be received by the treasurer and shall be deposited
by her in a bank of her choice.

Deleted: <#>Other state organizations shall
pay membership dues in the amount of fifty
dollars per year, and shall be entitled to one
vote at the annual membership meeting.¶

4. Corporation checks shall be drawn and signed by any one designated officer.
5. A qualified third party financial reviewer of the books and records of the Corporation shall
be selected by and accountable to the officers. A financial report shall be presented in
full to the board of directors upon completion. Each officer shall receive a copy and
additional copies shall be available for members.

Deleted: Auditors
Deleted: An auditor’s
Deleted: members at each annual meeting

6. This being a nonprofit Corporation, no part of the assets or earnings of this organization
shall inure to the benefit of any of its officers, members, or any private person, except
that the Corporation may pay reasonable compensation for services rendered to or for
the Corporation in furtherance of one or more of the purposes.
7. The Corporation will not be liable for any bills incurred by member chapters, other
organizations, or out-of-state sister organizations unless prior approval has been granted
by the State Board of Directors.
8. The fiscal year of this Corporation shall begin on the first day of March each year and
end on the last day of February each year.
9. Should the Corporation discontinue, any monies left in the treasury after payment of all
bills, and any other assets, shall be given to support and encourage research that will
benefit agriculture.
Oregon Women for Agriculture 2013
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Marion/Clackamas Member Attends AAW National Convention
I thank Oregon Women for Agriculture for your generous donation of travel funds to allow me to attend the AAW
Convention in Niagara Falls, New York last November. I was grateful to have this experience and the support of
our great organization to attend this event.
There were many great speakers at this event, the most inspirational speaker for me was Mitzi Perdue. Perdue
spoke about three keys to being successful, Redefining Failure, Communication, and Networking. Tami Forero, CEO
of Forte Events gave a presentation about delegating and building a business that you enjoy. A town hall meeting
was also held where we learned about what other state affiliates were doing. The Illinois ladies have been hosting
an agriculture career fair in their state for high school and college age women. They have had very good support
from local Ag businesses and are now starting to get returning women that went through the career fair to talk
about their current roles in agriculture.
We were able to travel to Canada for a day, where there were also many great speakers. They spoke about getting
the next generation interested and educated in agriculture and also the challenges and benefits of recruiting women in agriculture.
We then went on the post-convention tour where there were some memorable and comical moments. The large
tour bus got stuck in the driveway of the wrong farm that we were supposed to be touring. A smaller bus then had
to shuttle people back and forth to the apple orchard down the road that we were supposed to visit. The bus
mishap actually turned out to be a good thing for many as the farm where it happened was a renovated antique
shop; so many people took advantage and were able to shop and get coffee while waiting for the new bus to arrive.
We then had lunch at Becker Farms, a family run agri-tourism farm. They served us a 100 mile radius lunch
where all of the food served was grown within 100 miles of the farm. They paired wine and beer with each plate.
This was by far the best meal I had on the trip. I also found out that the Becker Family had traveled to Oregon for
a convention and had met with Bauman’s, EZ Orchards, and Willamette Valley Fruit to get agri-tourism ideas. My
family is related to both Bauman’s and EZ Orchards (Zielinski’s), so this was very interesting to hear about.
Overall, I had a great time attending this convention and was able to meet many inspiring women (and men)
involved in agriculture. It was amazing to me to find how many people didn’t know how grass seed was grown, so I
was able to tell the story of our farm and educate others on the different crops that are grown in Oregon.
I thank OWA again for sponsoring my attendance for this AAW convention. I hope to be able to attend many more
and be able to network and educate others on Oregon Agriculture.
-Emily Duerst, Marion/Clackamas Member
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Oregon Women for Agriculture Membership Application
“Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture.”
AAW#_________
March 1, _____ to March ______
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name

First Name

Spouse

Address___________________________________________________________________________County_______________
Phone____________________ Fax___________________ Email______________________________________________
____ New Member

____ Renewal/Reinstate

____Under 21

Check areas of interest:

Relationship to Ag __________________________

Dues: $45.00 annually

___ Auction Committee

___ Website

___ Displays, Signs

___ Public Relations/Marketing

(includes AAW membership)

___ Education

___ Ways & Means

Check payable and send to:

___ Legislative

___ Convention

___ School or Farm Tours

___ Newsletter

___ Scholarship Committee

___ Other

Oregon Women for Agriculture
630 Hickory Street NW
Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, OR 97321
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The Cultivator

OWA Supporters...
stems@alyrica.net

541.936.0074
31308 Peoria Road
Shedd, OR

We look forward to
seeing you in 2014!
Linn Benton Chapter
would like to

congratulate
Tami Kerr for
receiving 2013
“Educator of the Year”
from Linn County Farm Bureau

—————————— Dona Coon ———————————

Custom Designs for Weddings & Events
Growing Field Cut Flowers Since 1983

Save the Date!
Oregon
Women for Agriculture
Annual Dinner and Auc on
Saturday, April 19th at
Linn County Expo Center!

AGCHAT FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES LATEST KEYNOTE SPEAKER
FOR 2014 NORTHWEST REGIONAL AGVOCACY CONFERENCE
The AgChat Foundation has announced the addition of closing keynote speaker and radio
personality KayDee Gilkey to the 2014 Northwest Regional Agvocacy Conference scheduled
for January 30-31, 2014 at the Crowne Plaza in downtown Portland, Oregon.
After several years of work with the Washington Cattlemen’s Association and then the Idaho
Cattle Association, Gilkey worked for Northwest Farm Credit Services in marketing and
public relations. Now an agricultural radio reporter for The Ag Information Network, Gilkey
reports on Open Range, Market Line and Northwest Farm and Ranch Report. Her reports
are broadcasted throughout Idaho, Oregon and Washington.
Gilkey will join Oregon native Greg Satrum who will be the opening keynote speaker. Gilkey, Satrum and other
speakers will share their experiences and expertise about utilizing social media to tell the story of agriculture. New
to this conference, attendees will be provided an opportunity to connected with key food influencers and will be
educated about the food system through consumers’ eyes.
Tickets for the event are $100. for farmers and ranchers and $150. for non-farmers/ranchers.
AgChat Foundation is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 building connected communities of agvocates and assisting them as
they tell their stories. For more information about the organization or conference, including registration and hotel
accommodations, please visit http://www.AgChat.org/Portland
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Oregon Women for Agriculture
P.O. Box 149
Fort Rock, OR 97735

“Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture!”

Register Now! (see pages 8 & 9)
OWA’s Annual Convention, February 20—22nd
Oregon Garden Resort, Silverton

Reminder:

JANUARY * FEBRUARY * MARCH
OWA STATE BOARD MEETINGS

Cultivator Deadline

January 17: NW Farm Credit Services, Salem
February 20-22: Annual Convention, Oregon
Garden Resort, Silverton
March 21: Polk, TBA

for all news, reports, photos,
articles, ads, etc. for
April edition is March 30th.
Please send to the Editor.

Pictured left: Marie
Bowers leads the
state
board
meeting in Sisters
hosted by Central
Oregon Women for
Agriculture in June
of
2010.
OWA
thanks
outgoing
President Marie for
her years of service
t o
o u r
organization.

Syngenta
Leadership At
Its Best will be held
April 6-10 in
Minneapolis, MN.
This is a great leadership development
experience. Consider applying if you
haven't a ended in the past.
Applica ons are on the AAW website
www.americanagriwomen.org
Applica ons are due February 28.

