OREGON WOMEN FOR AGRICULTURE
Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture

The Cultivator
Looking Forward….Rooted in Tradition!
What beautiful weather we
had for our 45th annual
meeting hosted by our
Central Oregon chapter in
Madras, Oregon March 5-7.
The meeting kicked off on
Thursday evening with meet
and greet social. There were
many new faces to acquaint
with.
Friday’s business meeting
opened with President Dona
Coon in the chair. Many
areas were covered including
Education, Public Relations,
Promotional Items, Auction
and more. Promotional items
being produced for this year
include chip clips and
fortune cookies with ag facts
inside. These are giveaways
at fairs and events. Hats will
be produced with the OWA
logo and given away as special prizes at events.
The annual convention was
never dull as the morning’s
guest speaker, JoHanna
Symons, Symons Feedlot,
addressed
the
group
educating about her family’s
feedlot operation emphasizing efficiency on their farm
with double cropping and
irrigation upgrades. An important fact that Johanna
shared with us is the prediction from the USDA for 2050,
when the U.S. will need to
produce 710 million more
cattle!
Tours were next on the agenda. Central Oregon Seed was
visited in Madras. We were
surprised to learn that over
50% of hybrid carrot seed is
produced in the area, on as
little as eight farms! Mike
Weber explained the
carrot roots are kept in cold
storage so they "vernalize"
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and then will be planted
this spring & grow to be
seed forcing the process
within one seasonal
growing time.

April 2015
What’s inside:

Our next stop was at
Green’s Feedlot and
Central
Oregon
Livestock Auction. We
learned onsite about
cattle feeding in the lot
and the process involved and then how
livestock are marketed
through
the
local
auction yard.
O n w a r d
w e
caravanned to Country
Vines
hydroponic
tomato
greenhouse
production operated by
Richard
Avila.
How
interesting to find lush and
delicious, pesticide free
tomatoes grown in pots
filled with water and perlite,
no soil! Producing season is
May—October.
You can
find the Avila greenhouse
tomatoes at Whole Foods
and
Haggens and other
specialty markets.
A special highlight of the
trip was getting to the
bottoms of Crooked River
canyon, an 850 foot drop,
where
Opal
Springs
artesian well thrives. Three
wells at Opal Springs near
Culver, Oregon supply the
domestic water supply for
Deschutes Valley Water
District
(approximately
4000 services). Currently,
there is no filtration or
treatment of Opal Springs
or the wells of any kind (nor
is any needed). We found
this fascinating with water
pressure at 108,000 gpm!
“EartH20” bottled spring
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water is also produced from
the Opal Springs source.
After a jam packed tour day,
we had no free time! We
arrived back at the Inn at
Cross Keys hotel, just in
time to ready ourselves for
the annual banquet where
our guest speakers, Kathy
and Becky Jones, Seneca
Sawmill and Oregon Land
Legacy we ready to inform us
of their special website
project in bringing together
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Tribute to Oregon 10
Agriculture

Mark your Calendar

OWA Auction &
Dinner, Albany
April 18th, 4:30pm

AgFest, Oregon State
Fairgrounds, Salem
April 25-26

Oregonians of many stripes.
Their focus is attracting
those who can come to learn
about
how
Oregon’s
economy,
environm ent,
communities and future are
being put at risk. It’s also a
place where people can


AAW Fly-In
Washington, DC
June 7-10

come together to join with
us and build a unified voice
to re-shape this debate.


NW Berry Festival
EcoTrust Building
Portland, July 17

-Reported by
Jana Kittredge, COWA


Ag Timber Twilight
Parade, Island City
June 15, 8pm

President’s Corner
Spring has arrived in Oregon! What fantastic weather!
Mowing the lawn on Valentine’s Day is a treat that doesn’t
happen often. Don’t go setting out tomato plants, yet….
State Convention was terrific in Madras in March. The
Central Oregon Women for Ag are to be commended on a
job well done. The meetings, location, food and tours were
all memorable. I would like to especially thank team leader, Jessica Hanna for pulling all the pieces together. The
hard work showed in the smoothness of the events and
speakers.
Our newly elected officers are: Elisa Chandler – 2nd Vice
President, in charge of membership; Emily Duerst –
Recording Secretary; Jessica Hanna – Corresponding
Secretary. My gratitude goes out to Eunice Goodrich and
Tiffany Marx for their service. Being an officer in a
volunteer organization takes time and commitment and
these ladies have given richly.
I have just returned (suitcase is still by the front door)
from my first AAW Mid Year Conference in Oklahoma City.
This is where all 200 + Policy Statements are updated and
reviewed. What a wild ride to have so many passionate
women gathered together from across the U.S. to put on
paper what they believe about issues that affect all of
agriculture. These policy statements are the foundation of
what AAW stands for, and fights for every day. A new
policy was added concerning the port system:
“AAW supports that the governance of US Ports be in line
with the policies governing railroads and air. The purpose
is to avoid any interruption of commerce and the prompt
and orderly settlement of all disputes. Ports are critical to
US infrastructure and trade.”
Topics from Ag Labor to Water Issues were discussed and
personal stories illustrated the need for particular
statements. Emotionally exhausting yet it felt good to be
standing up for each other as one voice. I can only imagine
the intensity of Fly-In to Washington D.C. in June when
these issues are presented to our Senators and
Representatives and Government Agencies. The revised,
updated statements will be available on the AAW Website
soon.
Auction is coming up quickly, April 18th and we need your
time on Friday to set up, on Saturday to bring appetizers
and then to enjoy the evening with your family and
friends. Bring someone who hasn’t attended before or who
has no direct connection to agriculture. This is where the
money comes that runs our organization for an entire year
and it takes everyone working together to make it look
easy. As you already know, it isn’t easy to pull this event
together, but it is fun and it is a truly worthy cause.
I am off to get the washing machine started and my
suitcase unpacked. Go to your next chapter meeting and
volunteer for Ag Fest or State Fair. If everyone does a little
a whole lot will happen. See you very soon.
~Dona Coon, OWA President
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From the Editor
Agriculture proud! My thoughts during National
Agriculture Week that was recognized March 15-21 this
year. With all of the new communications technology
today, it was a perfect time for those of us in ag to be
recognized and help to tell our stories to family, friends
and the general public in the United States and
beyond!
Your OWA Public Relations/Outreach committee took
on an advertising campaign promoting Oregon
agriculture during Ag Week. Radio commercials aired
in 5 markets ….and Facebook, twitter lit up with all of
our ag facts. Our Public Relations committee bade
farewell and much appreciation to Denise Smith,
Arlene Kovash and Deanna Dyksterhuis. We welcome
to the committee Alyssa Worden, Eastern Oregon
chapter and Josie Miller, Columbia Gorge chapter.
I just returned from a road trip to California picking up
some tractor tires. Travelling I-5 for a long length of
time, I was again disappointed to not see crop ID signs.
There are so many crops and orchards being grown.
Would be great to know exactly what they are. I got to
visit a pear orchard and no question, knew what the
crop was! The continued drought in our western states
will put a damper on agriculture this year. I pray for all
our
farmers and ranchers, that they are able to
produce their much needed crops.
Our March convention was exciting, educational and
fun! Over 40 people attended. My Central Oregon
chapter hosted and we’ve had such positive feedback,
not only from our members, but also from our guests
and tour guides. Thanks to Jessica Hanna, Cindy Duff
and Jackie Nixon for helping put it all together. It was
great to see everyone, new and old members.
Spring is in the air. Enjoy the season and be proud you
are a part of agriculture!
~~Jana Kittredge, Editor
Pictured
our newly
elected
officers.
(l-r) Emily
Duerst,
Debbie
Crocker,
Marie
Bowers,
Tracy
Duerst,
Dona Coon,
Jessica
Hanna
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Around the State
MARION/CLACKAMAS - Election of new officers
President: Kim Zuber
Vice President: Randi Bural
Secretary: Emily Duerst
Treasurer: Amber Pritchard
We encourage everyone to attend and to also remind
everyone of the OWA Auction n Dinner on Saturday,
April 18th at Linn County Fair & Expo Center in
Albany beginning at 4:30 PM. I am also requesting
everyone to bring a pre auction appetizers.

COLUMBIA GORGE—The Columbia Gorge chapter
sprung into spring with new officers! Deanna Sudan –
President, Shilah Olson- Vice-President, Penni DelcoMembership Chair, Josie Miller- Director, Cindy
Brown- Secretary, and Dani Annala- Treasurer.
Our
chapter’s
email
address
is
Columbiagorgeowa@gmail.com
Our chapter is excited to get out in the community
with our local Northwest Cherry Festival running
April 24-26. We will have our promotional booth set
up at the street festival on Saturday and be joined by
the Wasco County Fair and Rodeo Queen Kassidy!
She will be signing autographs and helping to
promote Women for Ag along with the local rodeo.

Tracy and Emily Duerst, and Darlene Bryant attended
the State Convention in Madras and gave us a report. Our first fundraiser of selling OWA polos and hats is
in the process of being made! They will be ready to
Ag in the Classroom book this year is The Beeman. If
hand out in April! If you would like a hat we ordered
you would like to volunteer in a classroom,
some extras to sell so contact our chapter if you’d like
kindergarten –6th grade, please contact Jessica Budge,
to buy one! Thank you to everyone who supported us
AITC Director.
during this event!
American Agri-Women (AAW) is celebrating their 40th
Penni Delco and Deanna Sudan are working of
year and are looking for host during the summer. They
getting a mobile promotional booth put together. Our
will be traveling to each state and will be in Oregon
hope is to have this material available so any of our
August or September.
members can take it to a fair or festival with little to
no prep. We want it to ‘all be in the box’ for easy
th
Syngenta Leadership was held March 29 -April 1.
access and transport!
Emily Duerst and Tracy Duerst attended.
We are hosting the May 15th State Board. Stay tuned
Chamber update: Last meeting was a recap of the Ag for our awesome location and directions!
Celebration Dinner-557 in attendance. The chamber New this week to
has decided House Bill 2005/Senate Bill 454 which
Dufur,
Oregon!
requires paid sick leave is detrimental to businesses.
“Farming
Keeps
State FFA Convention: Tracy gathered volunteers for Oregon Growing” sign
the concession stand and Amber and Darlene took
just went up on the
care of the Ice Cream Social. Darlene’s family donated
Ashbrook’s
family
the ice cream.
farm.
Deanna
Ag Safety Day: Will be on May 19-20 from 8 am to (Ashbrook) Sudan is
2 pm at Elam’s Farm. Wendy will need volunteers and the fourth generation
will present an update at April’s meeting.
farmer to farm this land where the sign is posted.
Santiam and Flav-r-pac labels are wanted! Fran Hen-Deanna Sudan, President, Columbia Gorge
dricks would like to remind EVERYONE to save your
UPC labels on all Santiam or Flav-r-pac labels. You
may send them to Kim Zuber at PO Box 400, SublimiCGWA members
ty, Oregon 97385.
Deanna Sudan
Fran was given some scrapbooks from the past and
and Josie Miller
would like to know where she can store them, and not
in their OWA atat her home. We will revisit this at a later meeting.
tire. Columbia
Gorge chapter
Our next meeting will be April 13th 12 noon to 1 pm at
held the swag
Northwest Farm Credit, Salem. I encourage all of you
order for
to come and see what is going on in our chapter! Hapfundraising.
py Spring!!
Great idea!
- Kimberly Zuber, President, Marion/Clackamas
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Around the State
YAMHILL— Yamhill County has been doing the usual
things that we do this time of year. We are firming up
our budget, getting the applications out/in for our
Community College Scholarship, should be getting our
OSU Scholarship applications in this month, and
planning OWA’s State Fair booth. We are having our
meetings mostly in the evening now because it fits with
everyone’s schedule (fourth Tuesday at Citizens Bank
in McMinnville). Eunice Goodrich and Nancy Thornton
were guests on our local radio station (KLYC in McMinnville) to speak for Ag Day. We had a training at last
month’s meeting for AITC. We have some of our members who participate in our local schools for AITC.
-Susie Kreder, president, YCWA
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
POLK—December 6th, PCWA sold boxes of Christmas
cookies made by members and friends at the Independence Elementary School Craft Fair. Our profit was
modest, but we had a good day visiting with people and
‘shopping’.
Farms Grow Your Food –
Polk
Co
Women
for
Agriculture was the message on the MonmouthIndependence
Chamber
reader board in Monmouth
on Hwy 99 for the last week
of January. Thanks to Jeree Mulkey for winning this
useful door prize and making all the arrangements.
We are currently making a quilt
for the OWA Auction in
April. We continue membership
in the AG First group of Polk
County
and
MonmouthIndependence
Chamber
of
Commerce and continue to
look for ways to effectively
use
these
memberships.
–
Carol Marx, PCWA
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LINN BENTON - We had a
catered
annual
dinner,
February 10th with speaker,
Jim Lindsay, that talked
about the fiction book he
wrote about growing up in
valley area in the 50's and
60's. Officers elected are
Kristi Miller, secretary; Chris
McDowell and Cheryl Ray, Co-Presidents; Lori Boshart,
Treasurer; Dona Coon, Vice-President; Shireen
Malpass, Corresponding Secretary.
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(LINN-BENTON continued) with projects that each club
is working on. Jessica Budge from Ag in the Classroom gave a presentation and discussed current AIC
projects.

L/B will be putting together a Breyer Horse package for
the auction, and providing lots of appetizers on auction
night.
We are currently working on summer projects. Golden
Broom awards for herdsmanship at the Benton County
Fair, and an award for Outstanding Senior 4-H Member
in Linn County. We will be having booths at both the
Linn County and Benton County Fairs in July.
We
are going to be teaming up with Greenback 4-H Club
and sponsoring a Livestock Day at the Safehaven
Humane Society Camp this summer, providing color
books as well as bringing in some animals for display.
Kristi Miller is working on a proposal to update the
original “Have you thanked a Blade of Grass” film that
Charity Bowers was involved in when originally produced. We are looking at updating it with money from
her memorial account.
L/B WFA are sponsoring 2 scholarships – applications
are due April 15, 2015. For more information
contact: Mandi Mack at mackmandi@gmail.com.
-Chris McDowell, LBWA Co-President
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
EASTERN OREGON—
Eastern Oregon OWA hosts their first event!
As Oregon spring break came to an end, the newly
formed Eastern Oregon Women for Agriculture chapter
was hosting their first annual Tractor Driving Safety
Certification Course. This course had previously been
offered to the youth of Morrow and Umatilla County
through the local extension office, but over the years it
had faded away. The Eastern Oregon ladies recognized
this as a very important need in their community so
they took on the challenge to make it happen.
March 27-28 in Lexington, Oregon, ten local teenagers
gathered at the Morrow County Grain Growers
headquarters where they completed their certification.
These students will now be certified for summer
employment with local farms in the area. What a great
event and success for this young chapter’s first event!!
Way to go ladies!
The Eastern Oregon OWA ladies would like to give a
huge thank you to the local sponsors. Thank you to
Northwest Farm Credit Services and Morrow County
Grain Growers, your generosity and support of local
agriculture made this event possible.
-Josie Miller, EOWA
The Cultivator

The Beeman: 2015 AITC Literacy Project Gets Started at Franklin Elementary, Corvallis
This year’s literacy book, is the sweet story about a boy and his grandfather who is a beekeeper. The story teaches
students about the amazing and complex life of bees, how they help pollinate plants, and how honey is collected
by beekeepers for us to eat.
Have you signed up to volunteer at your local elementary school? Bring
The Beeman to students in your community this spring. Visit our website to sign-up
today or call/email Jessica Budge.
~ For more information about the program or to sign up to read to a classroom contact
Jessica Budge,
Executive Director
Jessica.Budge@oregonstate.edu
541-737-8629

Students try on beekeeping equipment with the
help of Carolyn Breece from the OSU Honey Bee
research lab!

Students at Franklin Elementary School in
Corvallis listen to volunteer, Carol Young read as
their teacher looks on.

Here’s a fun project to go
along with this year’s AITC literacy program!
Let’s all support honey bee health by growing 50 million flowers to create forage areas
for bees! Visit www.FeedABee.com to request free seeds to plant on your own or ask
the Feed a Bee partnership to plant seeds on your behalf. Each packet of 200 seeds will
move the Feed a Bee ticker forward just that much further toward 50 million flowers
for forage in 2015.
A good resource is the Pollinator Partnership’s Bee Smart app, which will guide you in
selecting plants for pollinators specific to your area. This is downloadable for the iphone or android devices. Visit www.pollinator.org/guides.htm.
For more information on bee health, please visit FeedABee.Bayer.us.
Free seeds offer – Offer ends 12/31/15 or while supplies last. Limit two packages of
seeds per household. Will ship 2 – 4 weeks from date of request.
For organizations or groups requesting more than one seed packet, please complete
the form at FeedABee.Bayer.us.

Source: www.feedabee.com
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OWA
at Polk
County—Oregon’s Hidden Pearl!
Did you
Know...?

OWA State Board Upcoming Meetings!
The April 10th state board meeting hosted by
Lane Chapter will begin at 8am at the Dari Mart
Headquarters - 125 E. Sixth St., Junction City.
Phone: 541-998-2388
The May 15th meeting will be hosted by Columbia
Gorge chapter and location is to be announced.
Contact President Deanna Sudan for more
information 541.760.0217 or dashbrook3@hotmail.com
The June 19th state board meeting hosted by
Central Oregon will be held at AmeriTitle,
735 SW Sixth Street, Redmond. If coming from
the West on Hwy 126, road becomes Highland Ave,
turn left on 7th Street and then turn right into a
parking lot shared with AmeriTitle & a couple other businesses. Phone: 541-923-1749

Please note the upcoming 2015 State Board meeting
schedule. All meetings will be held on the 3rd Friday of
the month, 9am-noon and locations will be announced.
April 10, 2015 - Lane
May 15, 2015 - Columbia Gorge
June 19, 2015 - Central Oregon
July 17, 2015 - Yamhill
August 21, 2015 - Linn/Benton
September 18, 2015 - Marion/Clackamas
October 16, 2015 - Polk
November 20, 2015 - Yamhill
December 11, 2015 - Capital Press, Salem

In Memoriam
Martha Elizabeth Bronson

1919 - 2015

Martha Elizabeth (Archibald) Bronson passed
away peacefully on March 10, 2015. She was born
on July 17, 1919 in Tangent, OR, daughter of Robert and Martha (Mattie) Archibald. She grew up on
the family farm in Tangent, attending school in
Shedd and Albany High School. After high school
she attended Linfield College two years, transferred to Oregon State University where she completed her degree in
the School of Home Economics. She married her college sweetheart,
Verne D. Bronson on Sept. 13, 1942. He proceeded her in death in
1970. The couple settled in Eugene where Verne was building his
business, Tree Farm Management Services, and Martha was busy
raising their children. In June 1959 they moved to their farm on
Highpass
Road
west
of
Junction
City.
Martha was mother to 13 children. Her son George (Roseanne) proceeded her in death in November 2014. Her surviving children are:
Robert (Lynne) of Harrisburg, Linda (George) of Shoshone ID, Barbara
(Don) of Hillsboro, Willie (Kathy) of Eugene, David of LaGrande,
Martha "Bunny" of Junction City, Richard (Sandy) of Princeton MN,
Joann (Benj) of Eugene, Ken of Sweet Home, Nancy (Mike) of Jollet
MT, Stephen (Christina) of Wallowa, Janet of Tigard. She also has 22
grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren. Two of the
great
grandchildren
proceeded
her
in
death.
Martha was active supporter of her children's activities and a tireless
volunteer for several organizations: Women for Agriculture, Cattle
Women, Women for Timber, Agriculture in the Classroom, & Long Tom
Grange where she was a member for over 50 years. In 2009 she
received special recognition as a recipient of the Diamond Pioneer
Award from OSU Agriculture in the Classroom program. In 1993 she
was honored with the Woman of Distinction Award from
Soroptimist
International
of
Junction
City.
A celebration of her life was held on March 16th at First Christian
Church in Junction City. In lieu of flowers contributions can be made
in her name to Agriculture in The Classroom, 305 Strand Agriculture
Hall,
Oregon
State
University,
Corvallis
OR
97331.
AITC@oregonstatee.edu.
Arrangements entrusted to Murphy-Musgrove Funeral Home. Please
access the obituary and you are invited to sign the guestbook
at musgroves.com
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The Cultivator is published four times a year
as a service to our members,
advertisers and donors.
Editor, Jana Kittredge

CHAPTER MEETING DATES
AND INFORMATION


P.O. Box 149

(every other month: Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec)

Fort Rock, OR 97735

President: Jessica Hanna 541.408.5232

541.576.2236 - hay2ufortrock@yahoo.com

auntjessa@hotmail.com

www.owaonline.org
Newsletter Deadline: Third Friday of
March, June, September and December
*****************




Corresponding Sec.
Jessica Hanna
1907 NE 18th Street
Redmond, OR 97756
541.408.5232
auntjessa@hotmail.com

Second Vice-President
Elisa Chandler
29932 Peckenpaugh
Shedd, OR 97377
541.491.3972
echandler@goodmans.info

Treasurer
Tracy Duerst
14446 Riches Rd, SE
Silverton, OR 97381
503.873-8441
djduerst@aol.com

Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm
541-619-7808



chris@vistaseedpartners.com

Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon @ NW
Farm Credit Services, Salem (N. of Costco). We do
not meet July and August.

President: Kim Zuber
503.949.9621

emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com

First Vice-President
Debbie Crocker
26011 Old River Rd.
Monroe, OR 97456
541.740.5073
dcrocker@99w.us

541.998.8784

Co-President: Chris McDowell

State Officers
Recording Secretary
Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121
Salem, OR 97305
503.932.1326

Lane: Tues after State Board, 10am
President: Gerry Ottosen

Oregon Women for Agriculture
President
Dona Coon
31308 Peoria Rd.
Shedd, OR 97377
541.758.7063
stems@alyrica.net

Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon
@ NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond



zuberfarms@wavecable.com

Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon
@ area restaurants
President: Carol Marx
503.362.6225



camarx@aol.com

Yamhill: 4th Tuesday, 7pm @ 1st Federal Savings
President: Susie Kreder
503.864.2077



bigal@onlinemac.com

Columbia Gorge: 3rd Tuesday, 5:30pm
@ Farm Service Agency, The Dalles
President: Deanna Sudan
541.760.0217 dashbrook3@hotmail.com
*********************

Oregon Women for Agriculture
1969-2015
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in
which the entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in
the production of food, feed, fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora
for profit, which provides a major source of income and capital for
reinvestment.
OWA Goals:



To educate and inform the membership and the public about the
importance of agriculture to the economy and to the environment.



To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual
concerns.



To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.



To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are
heard and dealt with fairly.



To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture.

OWA defines sustainable agriculture as using farm practices and
resources that produce safe, high quality food and other products for

Ad space is available at $75. per business card per year.
Please ask at the places where you do business (or
others) if they would be interested in supporting
Oregon Women for Agriculture by buying an ad for
their business. Please contact the Editor.

**********************
To join OWA, please mail application and dues to the
address below. Dues are $45. per year for membership
in OWA, AAW and your county chapter, or as an atlarge member (where we don’t have county chapters).
See membership form in this issue.

********************

Mail correspondence to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture
630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321
www.owaonline.org
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LBWA Member Liz VanLeeuwen Receives Special Award from Albany Chamber of Commerce
Linn/Benton Women for Agriculture member Liz VanLeeuwen was
honored with a special recognition for her many years of service to the
Albany/Linn County area March 14th, at the Albany Chamber of
Commerce Distinguished Service Award Banquet. She was nominated
by Albany Chamber of Commerce Board Member Stan Boshart, and
was unanimously agreed upon by the Board. Per Stan: “Her intensity
for understanding the facts, and defending Oregon’s citizens against
bad legislation or ideas are un-matched by anyone I’ve known.” This
special recognition has only been given to 3 individuals; the short list
also includes former Senator Frank Morse.
Liz was born November 5, 1925 in Westside, Oregon near Lakeview.
She attended grade school in Westside until 1939 when her family lost
their farm and dairy herd during the Great Depression. Liz and family
then moved to Eastside where she finished her primary education while
helping take care of the younger children in her school. Liz went on to attend Oregon State University in the fall with
the help of Lake County’s Daley Fund college scholarship and her own part time work.
During college while volunteering with friends for local farmers in the area she met her husband, George
VanLeeuwen. They were married in June of 1947. In 1967 with their four children, they moved to their present family
farm in Halsey, OR. There they began with about 130 acres of “quack grass and other weeds” according to Liz. With
high startup costs, she scrambled to find extra work to support her family. She worked as a substitute teacher and
also taught adult education, sewing, and weight control classes.
In 1972 Liz worked hard organizing and directing riverfront owner’s Green Rights Association, which protected property owner’s land that was located along the Willamette Greenway. Tens of thousands of acres were going to be taken
away from farmers. With very intense lobbying, and working sixteen hour days for three months she led the movement
which got the present Greenway zoning legislation to replace proposed state ownership. She also organized what was
called “Operation SWEEP” in September 1971 which stands for: Simply Women for Easing the Emergency in the
Ports. She was instrumental in putting together Linn County Court Appointed Advocates which is known as “CASA.”
This was done in response to deficiencies in the state agencies when dealing with children enmeshed in the legal system. She continues to serve on the Linn Commission for Children and Families.
Liz was retired by term limits from the Oregon Legislature in January of 1999 after she had served out 9 terms: 18
years as a State Representative. She has since been appointed to the 1010 Water Quality Committee mandated by the
Legislature. Noting that she was first elected to the Legislature when she was 54 years old, the 89-year-old VanLeeuwen told audience members at the Awards Banquet: “You’re not too old to step out of your comfort zone and go for it…
And one last question, does this mean I get to retire now?”
Liz was one of the founders of OWA, the original Secretary and Newsletter Editor, and its 3rd President. Thank you Liz.
Your work in our community, our state, and our organization has been extraordinary and we all owe you a great deal
of gratitude.
-Reported by Shelly Boshart-Davis and Christa Towery, LBWA

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2015 Convention Fun!

(l-r):Linda Gallup, COWA; Elisa Chandler, L/B; Cheryl Ray, L/B—Conutry Vines hydroponic greenhouse; Jackie Nixon, COWA—Central OR Livestock Auction; OWA President, Dona Coon - Green’s Feedlot, Madras.
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Social Media plays role in 2015 National Agriculture Week!
National Agriculture Week was March 15-21st. To celebrate, OWA’s Public Relations/Outreach committee used
both radio and Social Media to promote Agriculture’s importance! Specifically for Facebook, 2-3 meme’s were posted each day during the week, using #AgWeek, #StartsWithAg and #ORag. These were all tweeted on Twitter as
well. Thank you to Lane County chapter member Marie Bowers Stagg and Linn-Benton chapter member Shelly
Boshart Davis for posting these daily, and to our new Eastern Oregon chapter member Alyssa Davies for creating
these meme’s! The radio ads reflected celebrating ag week and Oregon’s farmers and ranchers and that almost
everything starts on a farm or ranch stating the 6 F’s of agriculture. The social media challenge highlighted ag
facts about crops grown in Oregon.
OWA’s Ag Week Social Media campaign reached 18,218 people on Facebook the week of March 16-21, and we
acquired 59 new page “likes.” These new likes show people that are interested in hearing more about Agriculture
and may look to OWA for that information. Comments included furthering Agriculture’s importance and even
encouraging people to “like” the OWA Facebook page in order for people to keep up with Agriculture. All in all, a
fantastic promotion with an extremely positive response! These pictures are the “top 3” in popularity for the week.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
More Convention Fun! At Opal
Springs Wellhead; Kathy and Becky
Jones, Oregon Land Legacy with
Marie Bowers and Jana Kittredge.
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Auction Time! Taste Oregon Agriculture
Auction is coming April 18th at the Linn County Fair and Expo Center in Albany. Doors open at 4:30 pm. This is our one
shot at raising money for the state organization. Every chapter receives money for each member who
participates in
planning, set up and helping the night of the auction. The state budget sends back $1,000 to each chapter to assist with
local projects as well as fund state wide projects like Ag in the Classroom, Summer Ag
Institute and Ag Fest. We
make every dollar goes as far as possible.
We need volunteers to help the night of the auction with registration and cashiering. Please contact Debbie Crocker or
Tricia Chastain if you can help. You will be fully trained plus it is fun to see everyone coming and going. No previous
experience required.
For the first time this year we will be raffling a shotgun. For complete details see the flyer below. Start selling now and
the drawing will be held at auction.
Other awesome items are a rafting trip down the McKenzie River with Nicole Younger as the guide. There will be fishing
trips, Bandon Dunes golfing, Blake Shelton Concert tickets, Sunriver holiday retreat, playground sphere, sage rat hunt,
Tim McGraw Concert tickets, Dessert of the Month, Wine Tasting, Pheasant Hunt, NFR tickets, and the list goes on and
on.
If you can’t find your invitation/ticket order form, go to the OWA website (www.owaonline.org) and get those tickets
ordered! We are having the PBR Band to entertain us, great food to eat and a chance to see neighbors and friends. Invite
someone who has never gone before and introduce them to the social event of the year for the agriculture community.
Every member is encouraged to provide an appetizer. Bring it with you or drop it off earlier in the day. We have crab
donated and the 100 dozen oysters will be on the grill but the masses love the homemade goodies that precede the feast.
See you there! -Dona Coon

Oregonians for Food and Shelter
announce new Executive Director
Katie Fast has been hired as OFS
Executive Director. Katie comes with a
wealth of natural resource and political
experience. For the past 11 years,
Katie has worked for the Oregon Farm
Bureau Federation; most recently in
the position of Vice President of Public
Policy. She has been instrumental in
developing and implementing the Farm
Bureau's legislative agendas and strategies.
Katie joins OFS as Executive Director
to continue OFS's advocacy for the use
of modern technology in the production of food and fiber. Said, Fast, "I am
excited to start a new challenge with
Oregonians for Food and Shelter and
look forward to working with their
members and staff team to continue
OFS's strong reputation of advocacy
for the natural resource sectors."
Due to her important position with Oregon Farm Bureau (OFB) during the
legislature, Fast will split time between
the two organizations until the 2015
session adjourns. During this transition period, Katie will manage the daily
activities and functions of OFS, while
lobbying at the Oregon State Capitol
on agricultural issues for OFB.
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OWA Sponsors Volcanoes Baseball during
Tribute to Oregon Agriculture June 26-30, 2015!
OWA is proud to
participate
in
this
year’s
Volcanoes
Baseball event at the
Keizer stadium. The
five days have been
determined
for
the
2015 “A Tribute to Oregon
Agriculture.”
OWA’s
day
to
be
Thanked, Honored and
Recognized for your
o u t s t a n d i n g
contributions
to
Oregon Agriculture is
Sunday, June 28th.
Farmers participating
i n c l u d e :
Jeanne Carver, Molly
McCargar,
Brenda
Frketich,
Amy
Doerfler,
Macey
Wessels,
Kathy
Hadley, Shelly Boshart
and Marie Bowers.
Also, on the 28th, there
will
be
a
very
formal
“Fallen
Farmer”
Ceremony at
home plate for Scott Miller who unfortunately
“Crossed In to the Arms”
of God last October 13th
when he was driving his
tractor and trailer near
St. Paul, and was struck
from
behind
by
a
speeding car.
His
family will be present at
home plate for the Ceremony.

Salem-Keizer Volcanoes Baseball Club is a Class A Affiliate of the 2010-2012-2014 World Series Champion
San Francisco Giants

The 2015 Service to Agriculture Award was nominated and
presented by Carla Yancey, COWA member (pictured left) from
Klamath Falls. Shirley Kerns of Klamath Falls was the recipient
of OWA’s special award this year. Shirley an active
cattlewoman, participates with the Oregon Farm Bureau, owns
a family farm and ranch business. She is an avid volunteer
involved with many community groups promoting agriculture.
Congratulations Shirley!
Volume 46, Issue 2
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OWA Legislative Update
Chair: Marie Bowers Stagg; Members: Josie Miller, Arwen McGilvran, Deanna Dyksterhuis, Shelly Boshart, Amelia
Larned, Arlene Kovash, Helle Ruddenklau
The 2015 legislative state is moving at rapid pace. The committee is engaged on many issues at different levels. We
communicate via email and discuss what positions we should take if any. If you would like to take part by either
participating or listening please email Marie. We need eyes, ears & boots on the ground wherever we can have them!

The OWA Watchlist
There are so MANY bills to keep track of. The committee is doing their best to stay on top of the current bills and
issues. Below are the subjects that OWA membership has shown most interest in and a few* of the bills we are
following.
Ag Education & Ag Research, Sub Chair – Helle Ruddenklau
SB 657 - This provides $16 million additional funding to the Statewides (i.e. OSU extension & research) to try
to bring services back after a slow decline over a number of years. OWA Supports
Animal Welfare, Sub Chair – Tami Kerr
SB 920 - Prohibits administration or other provision of medically important antibiotic to food-producing
animal for nontherapeutic purposes. OWA Opposes
HB 2598 - Prohibits administration or other provision of medically important antibiotic to food-producing
animal for nontherapeutic purposes. OWA Opposes
Biotechnology, Sub Chair – Arwen McGilvra
SB 207 - Authorizes State Department of Agriculture to establish control areas for genetically engineered
plants and other plants to avoid conflicts between growers. OWA Opposes
HB 2674 - Requires State Department of Agriculture to establish control areas for growing commodities that
are genetically engineered agricultural or horticultural plant products. OWA Opposes
HB 2675 - Requires certain merchants to provide State Department of Agriculture with copies of royalty agreements signed by purchasers of propagants of proprietary genetically engineered crops. OWA Opposes
Measure 2-89 - Bans the cultivation of GE Crops in Benton County. OWA Opposes
Infrastructure & Transportation, Sub Chair – Shelly Boshart Davis
HB 3310 - Requires Environmental Quality Commission to adopt by rule standards and programs for on-road
and nonroad diesel engines no later than January 1, 2020. OWA Opposes
Pesticides & Spraying, Sub Chair – Marie Bowers Stagg
SB 613 – Requires private forestland owners to make public notice when they plan on using pesticides or fire
for forest management. OWA Opposes
SB 837 – Requires anyone applying pesticides to post public notices, identification on sprayers, establishes a
list for people with heightened sensitivity to people and requires applicators to check the list. OWA Opposes
HB 2589 - Bans the use of pesticides containing neonicotinoids. OWA Opposes
HB 3123 - Bans the use of aerial application of pesticides. OWA Opposes
HB 3434 – Appropriates money for the Oregon Department of Ag to administer PARC. OWA Supports
HB 3429 - Requires governing board of Pesticide Analytical and Response Center to adopt rules establishing
standardized operating procedures for state agencies represented on governing board to receive and
investigate complaints regarding use of pesticides. OWA Supports
*There are many more bills we are all watching. It is important to note that these bills could be amended, killed or
new ones introduced, all in a matter of short time. I would encourage anyone curious of the status of these bills to
look
them
up
on
OLIS
or
email
the
legislative
committee.
Legislative@owaonline.org
Also please feel free to email us with issues or bills of concern or ones you think we should support! The more
of us engaged on the issues the better!
-Marie Bowers, OWA Legislative Chair
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Keep up with the Oregon Legislature Online
Follow A Bill in OLIS
OLIS or the Oregon Legislative Information System found at olis.leg.state.or.us is a great
source for information on the current and past
Legislative sessions. You can search for information by specific bill number or keyword or
you can browse committee agendas.
The home page lists the current schedule of
events at the Capitol for the day or you can
choose a date to view schedule. If you want to
closely track a bill or committee of interest you can request email updates. In top right corner of a page it will say
"Follow this Bill" or "Follow this Committee", click e-Subscribe Email as seen circled in the image. You will enter
your email address and click submit. You will receive a confirmation message to your email inbox. You can follow
as many bills or committees as you'd like.
-Arwen McGilvra, LBWA

Benton County Ballot Measure attempts to ban the cultivation of GE Crops
Oregon Women for Agriculture OPPOSES Measure 2-89, the irresponsible and extreme farming and research ban that will appear on
Benton County’s May 2015 ballot.
MEASURE 2-89 is portrayed by its promoters as a simple proposal to ban the use of plants or seeds that are “genetically engineered.” But,
MEASURE 2-89 is not what it seems. It’s a complex initiative that would ban many commonly used plants and crops, give human legal
rights to plants, halt scientific research and wreak havoc on Benton County’s economy. It would hurt farmers and agriculture, create more
bureaucracy, increase taxpayer costs and halt valuable and life-saving research from occurring in Benton County.

Oregon Political Tax Credit: Use it or lose it!
During this legislative session, there are many bills being presented that will negatively affect agriculture.
Our agriculture Political Action Committees (PAC’s) are facing a shortage of funds in comparison to other
industry PAC’s. Ag PAC is a coalition of natural resource based organizations who endorse candidates and
measures that support farming and ranching. Oregon Women for Agriculture is a member of Ag-PAC and
has representation on their board. Through our tax system, the State of Oregon gives each tax paying
Oregonian a $50. gift each year to help support a political campaign. But you can’t keep it. Instead, you
must either pay it back in state taxes or donate it to a qualified political campaign or cause. To put it
another way: By donating $50 each year to a political campaign of your choice, you can reduce your taxes or
increase your refund by that same $50 (assuming you pay at least $50 in taxes). Please consider making a
contribution to an Ag related PAC and encourage your friends and family members to do the same. More
information is available on the website at www.oregontaxcredit.com. Please consult your tax advisor for more
details on how to claim this credit.
-Tracy Duerst, OWA Treasurer

Ag-Timber Parade
th

Join us Friday, May 15 in Island City, (La Grande) Oregon for the annual Ag-Timber Parade and fesƟviƟes!
Come honor these two amazing industries that help keep Oregon a viable place to live and raise your family!
This year features family fun games and acƟviƟes prior to the parade. We will have a roping contest, hoop
shoot and other educaƟonal and fun acƟviƟes for the kids. OpƟmist Club will be on hand selling hamburgers
and hot dogs, the Island City Fire Department will be selling pulled pork sandwiches and the Island City Market & Deli will be
open and have their full deli available. Pepsi and Coke will both be there giving away free product as well. AcƟviƟes begin at
6:00 pm in Island City, parade line up at 6:30 pm and the parade at 8:00 pm. For more informaƟon call 541-962-2069
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OWA Member’s Response to Organic vs. Conventional Farming Practices
Just recently an article was published in the Statesman Journal entitled, "Dissecting Organic, what it means, plus
pros, cons." I saw this article and was discouraged at how biased it was. Talk to any farmer, organic or
conventional, and you will see that we all take into account the environment.
For example it’s not an “organic” practice to conserve water, keep soil healthy and reduce pollution, those are
farming practices. And ones that all farmers do for the good of the environment. Sometimes even organic isn’t as
environmentally friendly. The fuel for increased tillage, more fuel for nutrients, even more fuel to get to markets
with a small amount of food all increases their carbon footprint.
Another example is that we both use pesticides. Yes, there are organic pesticides that are used, sometimes at a
higher rate because the efficacy is not as good as synthetic tools.
Some things that we do specific to our farm to improve the environment are crop rotation, choosing disease
resistant varieties, mulching, pheromone traps, erosion control, and the list goes on and on. Treating the land
well doesn't just make us feel good; it pays dividends year after year.
While the urban and rural divide is getting larger in the sense of understanding, physically we have never been
more close neighbors. Thus this issue demands the input of farmers. Just as I would not trust an article about
nursing written by a farmer, this article misses some very key expertise.
In the end reaching for more fruits and veggies than French fries and milkshakes would do more for our health
than any amount of organic versus conventional decision.
I don't mean to be down playing the value of organic agriculture is having in Oregon. It's a viable and growing
market that does well for our state and many of our state's farmers. But let's not try to hurt the conventional
farmers just to increase the market share of organic farmers. There is room for all types of agriculture in this
state, because we have a lot of mouths to feed, and we as consumers have more choices than ever as to what we
feed to our families. Let's try to reach more for fruits and veggies rather than french fries and milkshakes. That in
the end would do more for the health of our families than any amount of organic versus conventional decision.
-Brenda Frketich, Marion/Clackamas
Brenda Frketich is a third generation farmer from St. Paul. You can find her full comments of the article on her blog,
www.nuttygrass.com.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Oregon Women for Agriculture Membership Application
“Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture.”
AAW#_________
March 1, _____ to March ______
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name

First Name

Spouse

Address___________________________________________________________________________ County_______________
Phone____________________ Fax___________________ Email______________________________________________
____ New Member

____ Renewal/Reinstate

____Under 21

Check areas of interest:

Relationship to Ag __________________________

Dues: $45.00 annually

___ Auction Committee

___ Website

(includes AAW membership)

___ Displays, Signs

___ Public Relations/Marketing

___ Education

___ Ways & Means

Check payable and send to:

___ Legislative

___ Convention

___ School or Farm Tours

___ Newsletter

___ Scholarship Committee

___ Other
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OWA Supporters...
stems@alyrica.net

541.936.0074
31308 Peoria Road
Shedd, OR
—————————— Dona Coon ———————————

Custom Designs for Weddings & Events
Growing Field Cut Flowers Since 1983

Linn-Benton Chapter
supports
Greenback 4-H Club
and congratulates
them on
celebrating their 80th
year – the oldest 4-H club west of
the Mississippi – great job!

Farm & R
Ranch I Agribusiness I Equine & Livestock
Commercial Insurance I Personal Insurance

OWA would
like to thank
Van
Dyke’s
Signmakers
for donating
their design
time
for
our
latest
Truck Wrap
advertising campaign.

We appreciate it very much!
Mike Weber, Central Oregon Seed, Madras explains
the “vernal” process of producing carrot seed.

Summer Agriculture Institute, 2015
Session 1: June 21 – 26, 2015 : Corvallis
Session #1 Coordinator Contact: Debbie Crocker, (541) 740-5073
Email: dcrocker@99webstreet.com
Session 2: July 12 – 17, 2015: Union, La Grande
Session #2 Coordinator Contact: Jana Lee Dick, (541)562-5192
Email: jana.dick@oregonstate.edu
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OWA’s Annual Auction and Dinner
Saturday, April 18th
Linn County Expo Center, Albany

APRIL * MAY * JUNE
OWA STATE BOARD MEETINGS

April 10: Lane, DariMart Office, Junction City
May 15: Columbia Gorge, TBA
June 19: Central Oregon, Amerititle, Redmond

Oregon Women for Agriculture

Reminder: Dues are now payable!
Due March 1st each year.
Please pay your annual dues of $45.
Payable to OWA and mail to:
OWA Membership
Oregon Women for Agriculture
630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50

Albany, Oregon 97321

Reminder:
Cultivator Deadline
for all news, reports, photos,
articles, ads, etc. for
July edition is June 26th.
Please send to the Editor.
April 25-26
Saturday
8:30am - 5pm
Sunday
10am - 5pm
Oregon State
Fairgrounds
Salem
Adults $9
Volunteer signup on website
www.owaonline.org

