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Working together to
communicate today’s story
of agriculture

Oregon Farm Bureau Annual
Meeting, Salem, December 6

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program is
supported by Oregon Farm Bureau. The
Sesquicentennial Award program began in
2008 in honor of Oregon’s 150th birthday.
Sesquicentennial awards recognize Oregon
families who have continuously farmed portions
of their original family acreage for 150 years or
more. Thirty eight families were recognized with
sesquicentennial awards this year including Smith Bros. Farm LLC founded
in Linn County in 1853 by John & Sara McCoy. Applicants are Floyd & Betty
Jo Smith. John & Sara McCoy came to Oregon in 1845 on the Ben Holliday
wagon train. Brother William McCoy Jr. and brother in law Dr. Washington
Maley and wife Margaret McCoy Maley accompanied them on this journey.
The donation land claim of John and Sara was officially recorded on an 1853
DLC map. The daughter of Dr. Maley, Irene, niece of John & Sara, married a
Robert L. Smith. They became owners of the north half about 305 acres of
the McCoy DLC in 1890. The original acreage was 640 and there are 180 in
use today. The early crops were wheat, sheep, dairy, hogs, chickens, corn,
oats and barely. Today the farm raises wheat, clover, meadow foam, fescue
and other grasses. The applicant Floyd Smith is the great grandson of Irene
& Robert Smith. Irene Maley Smith is the niece of founders. Superior kudos
and many congratulations to Floyd and Betty Jo Smith (Linn/Benton
chapter long time member) for succeeding with the family farm operation
for 150 years years, and counting!
-from OFB news
Diamond Pioneer Award is OSU College
of Agricultural Sciences recognition of
people whose lifetime contributions to
agriculture, natural resources, and the
people of Oregon and/or Oregon State
University have been significant. This
includes individuals who have pioneered in
some area of Oregon's agriculture and
natural resources, or have made innovative
changes or performed public service that
has helped make Oregon a better place to
live. Oregon Women for Agriculture is
proud to announce that our Linn/Benton
chapter member and past state president, Deanna Dyksterhuis, is one of this
year’s recipients. Although Deanna was not a founding member of OWA
even though she and her husband, Jerry, were surrounded by grass seed
farmers. They grew bush beans, sweet corn and wheat for a winter cover
crop on their Peoria farm (Halsey, OR). Liz VanLeeuwen kept insisting
continued on page 11…
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President’s Corner

Oregon Women for Agriculture enjoyed a busy summer, harvesting
new relationships and cultivating for the future. The Tasmanian
Women visited and shared their passion for agriculture with OWA.
Our members were busy advocating for agriculture by attending
State and local County Fairs and serving on coalitions. OWA is
proud of our members being recognized for their strong
commitment to agriculture. Planning is underway for the 2017
Auction. The 30th Anniversary theme is: Oregon Agriculture, A
Family Affair.
The Tasmania Women arrived on July 12th. I was fortunate to have
Shirley and Libby shared our home for 6 nights, it was a great
opportunity to learn about life in Tasmania. They truly understand
where their food comes from and have limited avenues to sell their
products. Some of the Tasmanians attended the OWA State meeting
hosted by Lane County in Junction City, they were impressed with
the amount of activities and outreach of OWA. They were also
fascinated with our yellow school buses. Dona did a fantastic job of
organizing and leading the yellow school bus ride (Wilbur was the
best bus driver) from Albany to Boise. It was a great way to enjoy
the diversity of Oregon agriculture and the beauty of our state.
The OWA booth at the Oregon State Fair was located in the Creative
Living Building, we were fortunate to share the space with AITC,
making the booth open and inviting. It was good to educate the
general public with the facts of Oregon Agriculture. Thank you to all
who volunteered! And, a big thanks to all the chapters that were
involved with their local county fairs. It is a great way to educate the
general public. Congratulations to the Columbia Gorge Chapter for
winning a blue ribbon at the Gilliam County Fair!
OWA is fortunate to have fantastic founding members like Betty Jo
Smith and Deanna Dyksterhuis, their long term commitment to
advocating for agriculture is greatly appreciated by all. Betty Jo
Smith’s Family was recognized by Oregon Century Farm and Ranch
Program at the Oregon State fair as a Sequential Farm. Deanna
Dyksterhuis, will be honored by the OSU College of Agricultural
Sciences at the Diamond Pioneer Luncheon October 4th and be
inducted into the Diamond Pioneer Registry.
OWA Vice President, Helle Ruddenklau is also busy advocating, she
continues to serve on the steering committee for the Outdoor School
Coalition. Thank you for taking the time to assure that the Outdoor
School will educate the students in the wise use of natural resources
and the importance of agriculture to Oregon’s economy. Helle will
also be a presenter at the Oregon Women in Sustainable Agriculture,
serving on a panel sharing her commercial farming sustainable
practices. Go Helle!
After attending the AgPac meeting I have a greater appreciation the
process they have for endorsing candidates. The election is coming
up, make sure you register to vote and cast your ballot, it does make
a difference. We need to keep supporting the Citizens against the
Owyhee National Monument- Our Land. Our Voice. No monument
without a vote of Congress.
The AAW National Convention in Raleigh, NC, Nov 16-19th. OWA
has 7 members that plan on attending, if you are interested in
attending, there is still time to register. It is my first time attending,
I look forward to visiting with other women that share our passion
for agriculture.
Marion County is busy preparing for the OWA State Convention at
the Oregon Gardens, February 16-18th. Mark your calendars, grab a
friend and plan on attending. It is a great way to connect with all
the members of OWA.
April 15, 2017 is the 30th anniversary of the OWA Annual Auction.
The theme is Oregon Agriculture, A Family Affair. Get involved
and help organize the celebration. Start gathering; your family
pictures to share on Facebook and donations for the auction. Plan
on attending and bring the neighbors.

From the Editor
The autumn season brings change…..”To everything
there is a season and a time for every purpose under
heaven.” - The Byrds, Turn, Turn, Turn written by Pete
Seeger. I love that song and passage. I learned to play it
on my guitar when I was ten years old. This change
brings time for me to bid farewell as Editor of The
Cultivator. I have truly enjoyed this job for a decade. I
want to thank all our Presidents and Past Presidents,
both at the state and county levels during this time in
helping me with all the news and reports of our great
organization. I also thank the many officers and
members who have contributed to the publication. All
of the women whom I have worked with and met
through OWA have influenced me.
This last issue brings happiness in the many memories
I have developed in being involved at this level with
OWA. It also brings a little sadness that it is my last
issue. I will continue to be involved with the Public
Relations committee and volunteer in any capacity that
I can with OWA projects. I live very remotely. With the
advent of the internet, I have been able to put together
the newsletter. I have been able to be in touch at the
press of a button. I have been able to research, find
history, communicate, find old friends and family and
view the world in a window. I thank all of you for your
gratitude and the many notes of support of my role
with The Cultivator. I appreciate it very much.
I met and was encouraged by Deanna Dyksterhuis in
1991 when I became involved with OWA through my
husband’s late aunt and one of OWA’s founding
members, Margaret Miller (L/B). Deanna asked me if I
would be interested in serving on Oregon’s Agri Business Council which was headquartered in
Portland. Having left the television business in
Portland in 1989, I was excited and honored to be
considered to become a member of the agribusiness
board. I served on the ABC board for 2 years. I was
new to agriculture having married into the business.
Since that time, I have always looked up to and
respected Deanna in the highest manner. She has been
an inspiration to me. I am so happy to know she was
recently honored with the Diamond Pioneer Award
from Oregon State University. Great job, Deanna! You
will always be remembered as an exceptional advocate,
or in today’s terms, agvocate, of Oregon agriculture. I
know the many women in our great organization will
continue to carry on your legacy.
OWA is still seeking a new editor for The Cultivator.
Find job description on page 13. It truly is a rewarding
experience. Give it a shot!
Onward we march into the future….Lots of changes
have occurred! Good changes! We have developed two
new chapters and revitalized another! We continue our
great work in communicating today’s story of
agriculture. I wish everyone a joyous and healthy
holiday season.
Here’s to a great year and future ahead!

~Jana Kittredge, Editor

President’s report continued on page 4…
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Around the State
LINN/BENTON -Summer was fast and furious!! Linn

Benton assembled displays for Linn County Fair and
Benton County Fair. Member volunteers helped kids and
their parents/grandparents grind wheat into flour at the
Benton County Fair for an hour each day. Items using
Oregon soft white wheat were featured as well as
membership in OWA and how to become involved. LB
filled 22 spots at the 2016 OWA State Fair booth in Salem.
In August we hosted the State Board Meeting at Boshart
Trucking. Special thanks to Lori & Stan Boshart for use of
their facility and Katie Glaser for providing the
refreshments of bacon maple bars! It was a good space and
the meeting went well.
Linn Benton member, Deanna Dyksterhuis,
was
nominated by Betty Jo Smith and Betty Brose for the
Diamond Pioneer Award from OSU. Deanna will be
accepting the award in October . We are proud of Deanna
and all she has done for Oregon agriculture and Women
for Ag.
Our chapter meeting in August was held at Vista Seed
Partners in Shedd. We had a 13 in attendance and enjoyed
meeting Stephanie Wallace, a scholarship winner and
granddaughter of MaryLou Neher. Stephanie is attending
George Fox University and will be working with Robyn
Galloway, Linn County Extension in promoting Ag in the
Classroom.
A report of the treasures found in our storage unit in
Halsey was made. Our members have always been
amazing. The appliqué displays that were created and
preserved are being analyzed for how to best use them
again. The unit was cleared out, organized and new
shelving was approved. A roll of stickers, “Almost
Everything Starts on a Farm,” was found and used at
state fair as give aways. Also found were a box of license
plate frames, burlap bags with OWA logo and lots of
Christmas tree theme decorations. We will be repurposing
these items.
Our September meeting was held a Mary Hood’s in North
Albany. She gave us a tour of her transformed 1940s barn
that houses her and her great family. Her husband
prepared skewers of chicken and vegetables for our dinner
and her children served and cleared. It was a beautiful
evening to be outside and a memorable location.
Upcoming Willamette Valley Ag Expo was discussed and
AAW Convention travel to North Carolina in November.
LB will be represented by at least six members.

COLUMBIA GORGE The Columbia Gorge Chapter
took the summer off from
holding meetings, but we
still represented OWA at the
Gilliam Co. fair with our
promotional board. The
theme for our board was
"Almost Everything Starts
on a Farm or Ranch." With
the title, "Stirup Some Fun
Fact", fair-goers could see
pictures of Oregon grown
commodities linked to a map
of Oregon Ag to see where different crops are grown! The
Columbia Gorge chapter was awarded a blue ribbon for
our booth!
Other great news from our chapter is that we've ordered
19 Get Oregonized textbooks to distribute into our
community! We are very excited to present these to the
classroom of the Lutheran School in The Dalles and a
homeschooling family!
Coming up next will be our business meeting on October
11th at NW Farm Credit Services in The Dalles, 5:30. On
November 8th we are excited to host our annual social
event at the Balch Hotel in Dufur. In the past, this has
been a great time for us to relax, enjoy each others
company and invite new potential members to OWA.
-Deanna Sudan, President, CGWA
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Above: Linn/Benton chapter toured member,
Mary Hood's house which was remodeled 1940's
barn; below: OWA state fair booth.
-Kristi Miller, L/B

We enjoyed our annual Ice Cream Social for Sigma Alpha
on October 11th at Katie Glaser’s home. This is always a fun
evening. We will wrap up our year with decorating a farm
animal themed Christmas Tree at Pape in Tangent and
another one at the Pape store in Harrisburg.
Enjoy your autumn!!! -Dona Coon, President, LBWA
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LANE - Greetings from Lane
County! We have had a great
harvest season this year in
our part of Oregon, including
the growing of some new
crops. We have been
highlighting local crops on
our chapter’s Facebook page
to reach out to our
community, this year we have
seen a lot of interest and
questions for Clary Sage
being grown around Lane
county. We are excited to
continue to bridge the gap
between the people of Lane
County and our farmers.

POLK - "Agriculture Needs You!" was the theme of the
PCWA display at the Polk Co Fair August 11-13.
The
display and brochure highlighted opportunities in Ag
Technology, Science, and Marketing/Finance careers and
the lack of qualified people to fill them. People entered
the Fair through the AgFirst tent where our table, and
displays of other local ag groups, were located so it was
great exposure.
Many thanks to Mallory Lucas and
Danielle Meyersick for leading this effort, and to Deb
Thomas and Diann Washburn for taking care of supplies.
A Big Thank You to Wilbur-Ellis for printing the
brochures, and to OSU and Linn-Benton Community
College for providing brochures of their ag programs. We
plan on using this display again, and would be happy
to loan it out.

Our chapter had a blast volunteering with Ag in the
classroom, visiting local schools and doing last year’s
literacy project with them. Pictured above are our
volunteers for AITC @ Laurel Elementary in Junction
City, Angie Gibson, Loretta Pearce and Sarah Halagean.

We are looking forward to doing it again this school
year with even more schools that have reached out to
us with interest in this program. We are planning a
membership social this fall to reach out to our
community and strengthen our chapter, more
information regarding that will be posted on our page
once a date and place is set. Our meetings are the first
Friday of the month October-June, starting October
7th at 8:15 am at Citizens Bank in Junction City.
-Amber Myers, LCWA Secretary
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
MARION/CLACKAMAS - Marion-Clackamas Women

for Ag Marion-Clackamas Chapter met in September
and October after two months off for harvest.
We have been primarily working on planning
convention and seeking sponsorships for it. We have
many wonderful ladies who are working on making it a
fantastic time and hope to see as many of you there as
possible. Register early and book your room at the
Oregon Garden Resort! Our next meeting is Monday,
November 14th at 12pm at Northwest Farm Credit
Services in Salem.
-Mallory Phelan, MCWA President
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
President’s report continued from page 2…
Thank you to Lane, Linn-Benton and Marion Chapters for
hosting the State meetings. Looking forward to the October
meeting in Hermiston hosted by Eastern Oregon.

I am very fortunate to be involved with so many women
doing so many great things for ranching and farming.
Together we can educate, promote and unite Oregon
Agriculture. I look forward to working with you to continue

the success of Oregon Women for Agriculture.
Enjoy the lovely season of fall in Oregon!
-Debbie Crocker, OWA President
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Also at the Fair we purchased a lamb at the Youth
Livestock Auction through donations to our pool. For
the 13th year we sponsored the Junior Chef Contest in
memory of Wilma McKee with prizes of $20., $30., and
$50 for kids who enter 6 specific exhibits. We also
sponsored awards for Educational Displays and
Horticulture Exhibit. Aren't Thank You notes from the
kids the Best!
Members will be attending the Dallas FFA Alumni
Scholarship Fundraiser October 8, to donate and bid on
desserts, and enjoy a tri-tip dinner at Eola HIlls Winery.
"If the 1787 Constitution were presented today, would it
be ratified? Why or Why not?" is the question for the
2016 Constitutional Essay Contest. This year we are
expanding beyond Polk County to include Marion and
Benton County High School students and will use the
$300 AAW grant we received to get the word out. Essays
are to be emailed to Arlene Kovash at
kovasha@gmail.com, not more than 500 words, the
deadline isn't until December 31, 2016, and complete
information will be on the Polk Co page of the OWA
website. Or just contact Arlene or myself. So please help
spread the word to students in grades 9-12 in Benton,
Marion, and Polk Counties.
-Carol Marx, President, PCWA
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Oregon Ag in the Classroom shares
Back-to-School Excitement
I’ve always loved back-to-school. Growing up, I
remember the great feeling of a fresh start, new school
supplies and the excitement of being reunited with
friends after a summer apart. I am fortunate to have
that same back-to-school excitement now just in a
different way. Seemingly overnight orders increase,
emails pour in and Get Oregonized books begin flying
out the door. The rise in excitement and interest is
invigorating!
The official kick-off to our school year is the
completion of our annual calendar and corresponding
reception to honor the winning students. This event
took place at the Oregon State Fair in late August. Ten
of the 13 winners attended the event, as did four of
their teachers. The students had the opportunity to
share with the audience about their artwork and why
they created the image that they did. The teachers also
had the opportunity to share how they used the contest
to incorporate agriculture into their curriculum. Let
me know if you would like a copy of this year’s
calendar!
Get Oregonized history books continue to surge out of
the office as teachers prepare for lessons in Oregon
history, natural resources and agriculture. Please keep
this resource in mind as you interact with educators
throughout the school year. Many chapters have
sponsored placement of these books into classrooms.
Most recently, the Columbia Gorge Chapter has
worked to get the books in 3 new classrooms in their
communities. As a reminder, student books cost $25
for single copies, or $20 for quantities over 8.
Teacher’s Guides are $25 each. We have grant funds
available as well that you can also use to stretch your
dollars in sponsorships or direct the teachers to
pursue.
We have also been busy with our first-ever Eastern
Oregon Agriculture Field Day that took place on
October 5th. This event brings together 4th grade
students from Morrow County to learn about all
aspects of Oregon Agriculture. We are excited about
the opportunity to excite and inspire these students
with hands-on learning!
Finally, we have been busy preparing for our Annual
Fall Harvest Dinner and Auction. We will be at the
CH2M Hill Alumni Center again this year on the
Oregon State University Campus on October 22.
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Thanks to the generosity of dozens of individuals and
businesses we have lots of exciting auction items
including: a Pendleton blanket, iPad mini, framed
artwork, Newport Getaway, wine tours and more! We
are looking forward to a great evening of food,
socializing and raising funds for our program. Tickets
are available now online, oregonaitc.org/fall-harvest
or by calling our office at 541-737-8629. Registrations
are businesses, we have lots of exciting auction items
including: a Pendleton blanket, iPad mini, framed
artwork, Newport Getaway, wine tours and more! We
are looking forward to a great evening of food,
socializing and raising funds for our program. Tickets
are available now online, oregonaitc.org/fall-harvest
or by calling our office at 541-737-8629. We hope to
see you there!
Together for agriculture,
-Jessica Jansen
Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom
Executive Director
Jessica.Jansen@oregonstate.edu
541-737-8629
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
YAMHILL COUNTY - Our chapter has awarded our
$750 community college scholarship to Traci Huber of
Dayton. She is aiming for a career in agricultural
advertising
or
communications, and
is starting that
path at Chemeketa
Community College.
We don't meet during
the summer, but we
hosted teachers
participating in the
Summer Ag Institute
as well as some of the
group from Tasmania
(pictured above). We met
again in September, and
are working on our gift
packs. We will have the
same ingredients as the
last few years: Dried
apples, prunes, walnuts
and hazelnuts as well as a
jar of maraschino
cherries. If you would like
to buy a box for $25 please
contact Helle Ruddenklau at 503-932-0558. Finally, it is
with sadness that we note the passing of our long term
treasurer, Dolores Ziedrich. Dolores was a tireless
participant in many of our activities and we will miss her.
-Helle Ruddenklau, Co-President, YCWA
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Name
______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number ______________________
Email _______________________________
Do you plan on staying at the Oregon Garden Resort? YES
NO
MAYBE
_____$75 – Early Registration (postmarked by January 25, 2017)
_____$90 – Late Registration (postmarked after January 25, 2017)
_____$40 – Extra Dinner Guest on Friday (Name _________________________ )
Registration includes activities on schedule and
breakfast vouchers (Fri/Sat), lunch (Fri), dinner (Fri) and tour transportation.
No refunds after January 25th, 2017. However, you may find a substitute to take your place.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please make your check payable to Marion-Clackamas Women for Agriculture
and mail it with this form to:
Marion-Clackamas Women for Agriculture
c/o Harvest Capital Company
PO Box 579
Canby, Oregon 97013

Lodging Room rate: $99 + tax
Group ID & Password: AGWOMEN
Oregon Garden Resort
www.oregongardenresort.com
503-874-2500 ext. 0
895 W. Main Street
Silverton, Oregon 97381
Please reserve your room before January 16th, 2017 in order to get in on the OWA room block.
Call the phone number listed above to make a reservation or follow instructions to book online:
1. Go to www.oregongardenresort.com
2. Under “Your Place to Dream” click on the “Group Login” black button
3. Enter the group ID & password: AGWOMEN and click “Login”
4. A new page will open with available rooms in the OWA room block for you to reserve
5. If you require dates extending before or beyond Convention or you have special room
requests, please contact the Oregon Garden Reservation Manager at 503-874-2508.
Questions? Contact Mallory Phelan (Marion-Clackamas Chapter President) at 541-990-9521
or email mallory@aglink.org
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IN THE NEWS!
What is going on with Hanjin? Update.
Container shipping is in poor health currently. Since the financial recession in 2008, and the West Coast port
slowdown of 2014-2015, it has been a waiting game to see what would happen. Unfortunately, Hanjin Shipping of
South Korea was the first to lay victim to the declining industry. The sustainability of container shipping has
dramatically declined for Trans Pacific routings since 2012, hurting all shipping companies. On August 31, 2016,
Hanjin Shipping Company applied for receivership, allowing few court management options to proceed to make
creditors satisfied: liquidation with no possibility of revival, management handover to a company led by a legal
manager in charge of disposing assets, or begin legal management and rescheduling debt – allowing a possibility of
revival.
While Hanjin’s management teams were making decisions in regards to creditors over the past months, shipping
continued as though nothing was wrong. Import/export companies continued to make bookings with Hanjin Shipping
up until the end of August with the intentions of a normal shipping timeline and goods arriving on time. If Hanjin did
not go into receivership, nearly all of their containers would have been unloaded at their respective ports. When
Hanjin announced receivership, 89 of Hanjin’s 97 container ships became stuck at 50 ports worldwide with over $14
billion of goods stranded on ships. As of late September, all Trans-Pacific ships will unload in Busan, South Korea
– whether they were destined for that port or not. However, they require approval by the Korean government to come
to port. These ships contain around 24 crew members, (and in a few cases, tourists who choose to travel via container
ship), which await in open water. For example, the Hanjin Vienna was to arrive at the port of Kwangyang, South
Korea on September 22; however, creditors in Vancouver, Canada arrested it. As a result, the ship is waiting for
bankruptcy protection before it can leave. According to the ship tracking on Hanjin’s website, the Vienna’s contents
and crew may sit in Canadian waters until November.
What does this mean for agriculture? It means we have one less shipline, less containers, and more competition from
the other shiplines. Exporters can expect container costs to increase, with the first GRI (General Rate Increase) going
into effect on October 1. As for the ships stranded at sea? Containers of agriculture products will waste away,
especially those with high spoiling potential, resulting in a loss of profit for both agriculture importers and exporters.
As for Hanjin? It is highly likely that they will liquidate, as they need $549 million to cover all unpaid costs, including
payments for fuel and port operators. They have until December 23rd of this year to come up with a plan.
Unfortunately, it seems like “its always something” when it comes to international shipping.
Written by Alexis Cain and Shelly Boshart Davis

In the Field with Crop ID signs!

l-r: Kittredge Ranch II Alfalfa Crop ID on field near Fort Rock State Park, photo by Jana
Kittredge; Industiral Hemp Crop ID at Country Pride Seed: Country Pride Hemp, Leo
Mulkey Inc., Mulkey Warehouse - submitted by OWA Polk County member
Molly Mulkey, Monmouth
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The Cultivator is published four times a year as a
service to our members, advertisers and donors.
Editor, Jana Kittredge
P.O. Box 149, Fort Rock, OR 97735
541.576.2236 - hay2ufortrock@yahoo.com
www.owaonline.org
Newsletter Deadline: Third Friday of March, June,
September and December
*****************
Oregon Women for Agriculture State Oﬃcers
President
Debbie Crocker
26011 Old River Rd.
Monroe, OR 97456
541.740.5073
dcrocker@99w.us
First Vice-President
Helle Ruddenklau
12500 SW Salt Creek Rd.
Amity, OR 97101
503-932-0558
ruddenkl@viclink.com
Second
Vice-President
Elisa Chandler
29932 Peckenpaugh
Shedd, OR 97377
541.491.3972
echandler@goodmans.info

Recording Secretary
Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121
Salem, OR 97305
503.932.1326
emily.duerst
@northwestfcs.com
Corresponding Sec.
Jessica Hanna
1907 NE 18th Street
Redmond, OR 97756
541.408.5232
auntjessa@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Tracy Duerst
14446 Riches Rd, SE
Silverton, OR 97381
503.873-8441
djduerst@aol.com

Oregon Women for Agriculture
1969-2016
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which
the entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the
production of food, feed, fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for
profit, which provides a major source of income and capital for
reinvestment.
OWA Goals:
*To educate and inform the membership and the public about the
importance of agriculture to the economy and to the environment.
* To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.
*To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.
*To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard
and dealt with fairly.
*To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture.
OWA defines sustainable agriculture as using farm practices and
resources that produce safe, high quality food and other products for
America and the world’ resulting in profitable operations that improve
the land and environment for future generations.
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CHAPTER MEETING DATES AND INFORMATION

• Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon
@ NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond
(every other month: Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec)
President: Jessica Hanna
541.408.5232 auntjessa@hotmail.com
• Lane: First Friday every other month, October
- June, Citizens Bank, Junction City, 8:15am
President: Sarah Halagean (we do not meet in summer)
541.736.2021
shalagean@citizensbank.com
• Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm
President: Dona Coon
541.936.0074
stems @alyrica.net
• Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon @ NW
Farm Credit Services, Salem (N. of Costco).
(we do not meet July and August)
President: Mallory Phelan
541.990.9521
mallory@aglink.org
• Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon @ area restaurants
President: Carol Marx
503.362.6225
camarx@aol.com
• Yamhill: 4th Tuesday, 7pm @ Citizens Bank
(we do not meet July-Aug & Dec)
President: Susie Kreder
503.864.2077
bigal@onlinemac.com
• Columbia Gorge: 2nd Tuesday, 5:30pm
@ Farm Service Agency, The Dalles
President: Deanna Sudan
541.760.0217
dashbrook3@hotmail.com
• Eastern Oregon: 2nd Tuesday, 6 pm
locations rotate between Umatilla & Morrow counties.
President: Josie Miles
541.705.5799
Josie.Miller@northwestcs.com
*************************************
To join OWA, mail application and dues to the address below.
Dues are $45. per year for membership in OWA, AAW and your
county chapter, or as an at large member (where we don’t have
county chapters). See membership form in this issue.

Mail correspondence to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture
630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321
www.owaonline.org
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Did you know?
The October 21st meeting hosted by
Eastern Oregon chapter will be held at RDO
Equipment, 78200 OR-207, Hermiston,
OR 97838 Phone: (541) 567-8327
The December meeting will be held on
December 9th at the Capital Press, 1400
Broadway St NE, Salem, OR 97301
Phone: (503) 364-4431
The January 20, 2017 meeting will be
hosted by Linn/Benton chapter and
location is to be determined.

Please note the upcoming 2016 State Board
meeting schedule. All meetings will be held on
the 3rd Friday of the month, 9am-noon unless
noted and locations will be announced.

October 21 - Eastern Oregon @ RDO
Equipment Offices, Hermiston, 9am
November - No Meeting, AAW Convention
in Raleigh, NC
December 9 - Budget/Working meeting,
Capital Press,
Salem
January 20, 2017
hosted by Linn/
Benton, TBD

Oregon Women in Timber
invites you to the 79 th
Annual Oregon Logging
Conference and Oregon
Women in Timber’s 26th
Annual Auction to benefit
the award winning forest
education program, Talk
About Trees! The Auction
will be part of the Meet &
Greet festivities at the
Eugene Hilton Hotel &
Conference Center on
Wednesday, February 22nd, 2017. The doors will
open at 4:00 PM, where the fun begins. Enjoy hosted
beer & wine and a hearty buffet while viewing the
amazing silent and live items offered.

Oregon Women in Timber & the Oregon Logging
Conference continue to work together to raise funds for
the OLC Scholarship Fund and Talk About Trees by
selling a 2017 commemorative lapel pin for $100. The
sale of each pin gives you an opportunity to support
future generations and also a chance to win a Mystery
Money Jar filled with at least $500. The winner does not
need to be present to win. Remember – all donations
and purchases are tax deductible. Oregon Women in
Timber is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization.
To assure acknowledgement in our auction booklet we
must receive your donation and or reservation by
February 1, 2017.
For more information contact
Diann Washburn
Oregon Women in Timber, Auction Chair
diann@washburnservices.com or 503-831-1593
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Turkey for the Holidays!

• Ben Franklin in a letter to
his daughter, proposed the
turkey as the official
United States bird.
The
turkey industry employs
•
20,000 to 25,000 persons in
the United States.
• Turkey hens are usually sold as whole
birds. Toms are processed into turkey
sausage, turkey franks, tenderloins,
cutlets and deli meats.
• The wild turkey is native to northern
Mexico and the eastern United States.
• It takes 75-80 pounds of feed to raise a
30 pound tom turkey.
• Turkeys are related to pheasants
• Turkey eggs hatch in 28 days.
• The Native Americans hunted wild turkey
for its sweet, juicy meat as early as
1000 A.D.
-from University of Illinois Extension
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In the News!
Director Coba reflects on her ODA career
Katy Coba ends nearly 14 years as director on October 1
September 28, 2016… The longest serving director in the history of the Oregon Department of Agriculture is moving
on after this week, but takes with her good memories and proud accomplishments over a 13 and a half year tenure.
Katy Coba will assume her new role in October as Oregon’s Chief Operating Officer and Director of the Department of
Administrative Services, pending Senate confirmation. In a recent interview, Coba reflected on her ODA career:
What has your time at ODA meant to you?
So many thoughts run through my mind very, very fast that it’s hard to encapsulate what this has meant for me. But I
haven’t been shy in telling people that I think this is the best job in state government– certainly for someone who
comes from an agriculture family. My brother and I are the fifth generation on our family ranch. This job has been
really special. I’ve had a chance to represent and promote Oregon agriculture, and help it deal with some challenging
issues. It’s been an incredible opportunity and certainly the highlight of my career.
When you started at ODA in 1989, did it ever occur to you that someday you would be not only
the director, but the longest serving director in the agency’s history?
Absolutely not! I was so young back then. Really, 1989 was very early in my career. I graduated from Whitman College
in 1984, so I was not quite five years into my career. I had no idea what I wanted to be when I grew up. But obviously
coming to the agency and coming from a farm family, I can distinctly remember thinking I knew something about
agriculture. Then when I got here, I realized how little I knew about agriculture because of the diversity of the industry
and me coming from just one sector. I was just taking advantage of opportunities that came my way. Then when I was
offered the job as director, I didn’t think it would go 13 and a half years. I feel very proud of ODA and very proud of the
work I’ve done as director of this agency.
When you first came to ODA, what was the agency like and how did it compare to today?
Many of the core programs that we have now we had back then. If my memory serves me correct, the general public
was not quite as interested in ODA as they are now. I think there is a lot more overall interest in agriculture. Our
agency did not work as much cross-program wise as it does now. That has been part of the evolution of the department
and also part of my leadership style– to really encourage cross-program collaboration. Another change is that
agriculture industry issues are more complex than they were back in 1989. So as an agency, we need to think
differently about how we come together and work on those issues.
What are some of your proudest accomplishments?
There is no question– and it’s been this way from the beginning– the area I love most is promoting Oregon agriculture.
That includes talking to Oregonians about what Oregon agriculture is, what its economic impact is, what its
environmental impact is, and the fact that it’s such a part of our fabric, our culture, and our way of life– unlike most
other industries in Oregon. Agriculture is just different. Being able to talk about that and show it to Oregonians who
don’t know agriculture has been very rewarding. I’m also proud of the market development work– everything from
local, regional, domestic, to international. Anytime we can see our producers and processors have success, that’s what
we are all about. Being able to wave that flag and be the proud director of the agency representing Oregon agriculture
encompasses my proudest moments.
In your new position, do you see yourself still playing a role in Oregon agriculture?
Yes, I do. When I was visiting with the governor, I told the governor, that if I take the job, I’m still going to be a
shameless advocate for agriculture, for Oregon’s natural resource industries, and for rural Oregon. She said, ‘I
hope so.’ So I think I can bring that voice to the governor’s office and as I interact with other state agencies within state
government about how the state collectively delivers its services. Is there a new and different way we can connect with
Oregonians? I think I can take the lessons I’ve learned at ODA and use those as examples. I will use everything I’ve
learned here as I interact with the governor, her staff, and with legislators.
What advice do you have for your successor?
Love agriculture, it’s pretty special. I say I have two passions in my career– one is agriculture and one is public service.
So have a passion about agriculture. It’s really special and incredibly diverse. Embrace that diversity and embrace what
agriculture means to Oregon. You’ve got a great agency with great staff. Help them be the best that they can be and
they can help you. It’s a great job. You are lucky. Congratulations. Oh, and keep a sense of humor, because sometimes
you need it.
Do you have parting words for the industry?
Yes. Keep doing the great things you do. Don’t be afraid to share that with Oregonians. Farmers are a pretty private
bunch. It’s a minority that really likes to talk about what they do, how they do it, and why they do it. But I think in this
day and age, we need more of that. Our farmers, ranchers, and fishermen in Oregon do great things. In whatever way is
comfortable for you, tell the story, tell how much you love your job day in and day out, even though there are those few
times when it can be challenging. It’s a special person who is a farmer, rancher, or fisherman. Don’t be afraid to share
that specialness with the rest of Oregonians.
For more information, contact Bruce Pokarney at (503) 986-4559
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Autumn Season is Pumpkin Seed
Harvest Season!

Have you ever wondered how pumpkin seeds are harvested? It
is quite a process and Corvallis based Autumn Seed Company
is the grower’s choice.
Unlike most pumpkin seeds you purchase, Autumn Seed
Company seeds are entirely USA grown. From their
headquarters in Corvallis, Oregon, they harvest over 4 million
pounds of pumpkin seeds every year. Their unique variety
seeds, which are considered the sweetest and best-tasting seeds
on the market, Oregon’s Willamette Valley provides the best
conditions for producing high quality and great-tasting pumpkin seeds.
Each spring, farmers across the Willamette Valley are contracted to begin the planting process. Once the seeds
are planted, the company works alongside the farmers. Throughout the summer and into the fall, the pumpkin
plants are cultivated and irrigated with care to guarantee that every plant is ready for harvest in the fall. By
September, they strive to ensure that all pumpkins are harvested in a timely manner.
“Harvesting pumpkin seeds is Autumn Seed Company’s specialty. The machinery used in harvesting the pumpkin
seeds is specially designed and produced from within Autumn Seed’s own fabrication shop. These machines are
used to harvest and separate the pumpkin seeds from the pumpkin meat, and from there the seeds are taken back
to our facility to undergo a process of washing, drying, and cleaning. Our specialized process of extracting seeds
leaves behind all unwanted pieces of the pumpkin plant and enables us to deliver bulk quantities of pure seed.
From the beginning to the end of the harvesting process no chemicals are used to process our seed. Only water is
used, as we are committed to preserving the natural flavor and nutrients contained within each seed.
At the end of this process, raw pumpkin seeds are shipped to our various customers in the United States and
Canada who then proceed to roast and salt the seeds to be sold in stores. We don’t do any roasting in our facility,
but sell them as raw seeds in bulk quantities. Customers may choose between our highly coveted snow white
pumpkin seeds, and our incredibly delicious pepitas that grow without a shell.
The golden delicious pumpkin seed is Autumn Seed’s own variety. It is a hubbard squash that typically has very
high seed yields. The Willamette Valley seems to be the best place to grow edible pumpkin seeds. The hot
summers and cool falls seem to give the seed a much sweeter flavor than any other seeds on the market.
We sell our seeds only in bulk quantities, and a minimum order is usually about 10,000 lbs. Our packages include
50 lb bags (2,000 lbs per pallet) or 1,200 lb super-sacks. Everything is FOB our facility.
Our customers will attest to the many useful purposes that they find for pumpkin seeds. Much of our seed is
eventually sold as snack food, but other is made into pumpkin seed oil, powder, or butter and later sold to
restaurants and stores. In addition to this, some organic pumpkin seeds are even used in pet food. Being high in
protein and other nutrients, pumpkin seeds have health benefits for animals and humans alike!”
OWA President, Debbie Crocker and her family grow pumpkins for seed for local company Autumn Seed. They
plant the seed and grow the crop, Autumn Seed harvests it. “It is a good rotation crop with low input costs. They
are a great company to grow for, nice people and they pay timely. The price for the pumpkin seed is good.”

Debbie said.

-From www.autumnseed.com.

continued from page 1…
OWA needed all farmers so finally joined in 1973. (She was right!) The first project Deanna worked on were
the crop identification signs in Linn-Benton chapter headed by Pat Coon. Deanna was elected to the OWA
Board of Directors in 1974 and appointed Public Relations Chair in 1976. The public relations committee’s
first project were the pamphlets communicating the Importance of Oregon Agriculture and Farm Exports...
etc. Deanna was temporary Chair of Agriculture in the Classroom when Oregon first organized the program;
and as textbook chair several years later leading the effort to have Get Oregonized approved through the
textbook selection process. This success is the one Deanna says she is most proud of. The Farm Expo's LinnBenton county chapter organized in 1984, eventually became the state wide Ag Fest which reaches thousands
of school children today.
Deanna’s says her focus on communicating the story of Oregon agriculture was from the perspective of a non
farmer. So when she married Jerry and volunteered in OWA, “I realized what a huge challenge we faced. And
we still do! The challenges, projects and accomplishments are a result of working with a wonderfully
dedicated, intelligent group of women. Am so proud of OWA and wish everyone continued success,”
Deanna said.
Congratulations Deanna! Deanna is so very well deserving of this very special recognition in the state of
Oregon! OWA is so very proud of her!
-Jana Kittredge
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Highlights of Tasmanian Women in Agriculture Visit

Making it on time all the way through LA Airport,
despite our delay, dropping our exhausted selves
into the hearts and homes of our Oregon host
families and ready to share their lives. Individual
impressions of this time are as varried as Oregon
farming, but unanimously treasured and
appreciated.
A busy day with Melissa Fery, learning about Small
Farm Extension in Oregon, organic vegetable
production at Gathering Together Farm (delicious
lunch!), tasting colorful freeze dried veggies and
investigating methane energy production at
Stahlbush Island Farm.
Potluck supper at Dona Coon’s home with OWA
members and host families, Glenda’s thank you
talk focussing on hazelnut growing.
Our amazing yellow school bus journey through
the unique landscape of the Coulomb Gorge with
Wilbur, the world’s most wonderful bus driver.
Cowboy saddles and history at Hamley and Co.,
reliving the experiences of early settlers along the
Oregon Trail at the Interpretive Center. Meeting
Idaho hosts and experiencing their passion for reconnecting townspeople with food production.
Two days of exploring Treasure Valley with Janie
Burns and bus driver, Dona which included
irrigation system that transforms into a food
basket, experiencing the hospitality of the Wilsey
family and their love for their land, learning about
pasture grasses that raise superb cattle in a
desert landscape. Investigating organic seed
growing at Crookham Seed Company.
Learning from U of Idaho about irrigation
efficiency, growing grapes and fruit, food
technology and use of equipment in developing
recipes.
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While in Idaho, we also enjoyed Snake River Stampede's
wonderful horsemanship and patriotic cowboys, and
exploring Boise Farmer’s Market and Boise town.
Our 3 stage flight from Boise to Saskatoon, gave us a
bird’s eye view of the flood formed landscapes we had
travelled over the ground, and Saskatchewan’s
patchwork quilt landscape and prairie pothole country.
We got insights into truck transport at our hotel in
Saskatoon, exploring the town, checking out the end of
summer sales, and catching up at Tim Horton’s.
We visited Wanuskewin Heritage Park - learning about
first nation’s hunting technology, medicinal plants and
watching traditional tanning of moose hide with bone
implement. We shared the lives of two extended families
on ranches at Meadow and Loon Lake and learned about
holistic farming. Their emphasis on healthy family,
improved land and profit rather than production, have left
us all with a great deal to think about, and many keen to
apply some of their techniques at home.
Finally, chuck wagon racing at Frog Lake, Alberta and
learning how to gamble with quarters from Lois and friends!
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OWA Seeks Editor for Cultivator Newsletter
OWA Newsletter Editor Job Description
The role of OWA editor can be that of a public relations officer. The editor makes sure OWA, and even
the public, is informed of the service of OWA members. The editor works alongside President, chapter
Presidents, OWA secretary, OWA Membership Director and members to be an informed officer and to
use the correct and necessary information for the newsletter.
Develop and publish a Quarterly newsletter (January - Winter; April - Spring; July - Summer; October Autumn). Excellent grammar and spelling, professional writing skills; able to use some type of desktop
publishing program; work with state board members, chapter presidents, OWA members, ag related
professionals for information. Collect and edit articles and information for newsletter; and write articles
as needed. Design newsletter layout. Follow OWA policies. Meet print or email blast deadlines.Work
closely with OWA 2nd VP for mailing lists, postal and email. Communicate via email is the best way to
obtain information for easy transfer to desktop publishing. Work with deadlines. Some background in
news reporting, writing, photography.
Provide but not limited to the following information:
1. Important dates
2. Upcoming events
3. Officer information
4. Meeting schedules
5. Service project dates and information
6. Review of completed projects
7. Committee updates
8. President’s message
9. Major Emphasis ag related information
10. State Project Information
11. Reminders
12. Dues updates and reminders
How to make a newsletter worth reading:
• Create a catchy title
• Use the OWA logo and mission statement
• Include a table of contents, date, volume, and issue number on the front page.
• Use same font for informational content, but different for special messages, billboards (easy to read
fonts)
• Keep articles concise, but complete.
• Ensure grammar and spelling is correct.
• Use OWA photos, some clip art, some quotations, recipes, Oregon and other ag facts for filler.
• Include a personal message in each issue, such as, “A Note from the Editor.”
• Use pictures from recent events as a, “Picture of the Month” corner.
• Add quotes.
• Include contact information for all officers and chapter meeting schedule, etc.
• Profile members and their farm operations, etc.
Work with mailing lists for postal and email mailings. Use of Excel program. Work with print/mail shop
for production of and mailing of newsletter. Submit to President and 1st Vice President for review and
approval before sending to print. Have print shop send a proof to the editor for approval before printing.
For more information and to apply contact OWA President
Debbie Crocker
541.740.5073
dcrocker@99w.us
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I Farm, I Vote
Rural communities are standing together in support of candidates and ballot measures that are good for
Oregon agriculture and forestry - and in opposition to those that aren't.
Please join the #iFarmiVoteOR campaign!
1. Download a PDF of the #iFarmiVoteOR and print it out at
oregonfb.org/ifarmivote. (It was also included in the printed OFB
AgPAC endorsements
Newsletter.)
AgPAC, a coalition of
2. Take a photo of yourself/your family/your friends/your coworkers
organizations that endorse and
outside on the farm or ranch holding the sign.
promote the candidates who best
3. Post it to social media with the hashtag: #iFarmiVoteOR
support the natural resource
4. Become a fan of the “I Farm I Vote” Facebook page
industries have made their 2016
5. Get your friends and family to do the same!
endorsements. Please visit http://
www.agpac.biz/2016Want an I Farm I Vote bumper sticker?
endorsements to find out more.
Send a request to annemarie@oregonfb.org.

OWA Legislative committee member, Tami Kerr says, “I’m pleased
with the No on Measure 97 Campaign, they have been good to work
with and consistent in their messaging. A TV spot has been filmed
with Bobbi (Harrold) Frost at their dairy farm in Creswell. Watch for
it on the air!”
Oregon Women for Agriculture supports Measure 99. We believe it is
important for all school children to have an opportunity to explore
Oregon's natural resources and learn how we care for them.

- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Oregon Women for Agriculture Membership Application
“Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture.”
March 1, _____ to March ______

AAW#_______

Name______________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name
First Name
Spouse
Address____________________________________________________________________________________
County_______________________________________ Phone_______________________________________
Email_______________________________________________________________________________
____ New Member ____ Renewal/Reinstate ____Under 21
Check areas of interest:

Relationship to Ag _______________________________

Dues: $45.00 annually

___ Auction Committee

___ Displays, Signs

___ Education

___ Legislative

___ School or Farm Tours

___ Scholarship Committee

___ Website

___ Public Relations/Marketing

___ Ways & Means

___ Convention

___ Newsletter

___ Other

(includes AAW membership)
Check payable and send to:
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Oregon Women for Agriculture
630 Hickory Street NW
Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, OR 97321
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OWA Supporters…
Linn Benton Chapter

reminds you to begin
thinking about collecting
auction items! OWA 2017
Annual Dinner and Auction
Saturday, April 15th
Volunteer for OWA at the Willamette Valley Ag Expo in Albany. We are looking for volunteers to
staff the booth in 4 hour shifts. November 15-17 at the Linn County Expo Center.
See OWA website for sign up information!

www.owaonline.org

In parting, I’d like to share the many memories I have working with OWA over the years…

All my best to all of you!
Together in Agriculture sharing
our stories and educating each
other and others,
Jana Kittredge, Editor
Central Oregon Chapter
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Oregon Women for Agriculture
PO Box 149
Fort Rock, OR 97735
www.owaonline.org

Willamette Valley Ag Show!

November 15 - 17
Linn County Expo Center, Albany

Sign Up Now to Volunteer!
UPCOMING OWA STATE BOARD MEETINGS

OCTOBER * NOVEMBER * DECEMBER * JANUARY * FEBRUARY
October 21: Eastern Oregon, Hermiston

December 9 : Capital Press, Salem

November: AAW Convention, No Meeting

January 20 : hosted by Linn/Benton TBD

February 16-18: Annual Meeting and Convention hosted by M/C see registration page 6

AMAZON.COM link on OWA website:
On OWA’s homepage click on upper
right Amazon.com link to buy stuff
from Amazon.com OWA receives a
percentage! (average 4% per item
based on your purchase)
www.owaonline.org
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Register Now!
OWA 2017

State Convention
at The Oregon
Garden
February 16 - 18, hosted
by Marion/Clackamas County!
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