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Mark your Calendar! 

✦ OWA Annual Auction!          
Get your tickets!                         
Linn County Expo Center, 
Albany, April 16 

✦ Ag Fest                               
Oregon State Fairgrounds 
Salem, April 23-24 

✦ Ag Timber Parade                 
Island City                                
8pm, May 20 

2016 Annual Convention: Get Her Boots On! 
Maupin, Oregon  

Oregon Women for Agriculture were well represented at our annual  
meeting and convention in Maupin February 25-27. Attendees became 
artists on the opening evening of the convention. Pictured above you can see 
the fabulous works of watercolor art! It was a great way to unwind and enjoy 
each other’s company.  
The convention was held at the Imperial River Lodge. The staff was very 
hospitable and welcoming. The motel was clean and cozy. We had a terrific 
view of the Deschutes River. The weather was mild, we even got some much 
needed rain for the area. 
We heard from OSU Extension agent for Sherman and Wasco counties, 
Sandy MacNab. He gave a very well informative presentation giving us the 
history of the United States Extension Service and how President Lincoln 
declared the program with the Morrill Act of 1862 for the land grant 
colleges. Oregon State University was one of the original colleges where a 
cooperative extensive service was established. 
After Mr. MacNab’s presentation, he joined our group as we loaded into the 
Imperial River Company bus for our whirlwind adventure to the Imperial 
Stock Ranch in Shaniko. Following ranch owner, Jeanne Carver, we winded 
our ways up and down canyons and across the great central Oregon area of 
wheat country in Wasco county. We arrived at the top of the ranch, the top 
of the world there! We were greeted by Imperial Stock Ranch owners Dan 
and Jeanne Carver. They told us their story. Jeanne refers her story as the 
‘Sunlight Story.’ We learned about wheat production and the special soils of 
the area. hey shared with us the importance of sustainable agriculture and 
what they are doing on their ranch to help benefit the soil, plants and 
animals, which eventually benefit humans. The Imperial Stock Ranch. 
              - continued on page 4 
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President’s Corner continued… 

OWA is sponsoring the Cattle Barons Auction in 
Pendleton, May 12-14th, it would be good to have 
members attend and give us a report. 

I will be attending AAW Fly-in, June 5—8th   in 
Washington DC.  Since it is my first time, I hope to 
learn more about how to communicate our concerns to 
the appropriate governmental authorities.  All 
members are appropriate governmental authorities.  
All members are encouraged to attend, if you are 
interested OWA funds are available. 

I would like say a big “Thank You” to Dona Coon, she 
has given me an excellent example of how to conduct 
myself as an OWA President.  I truly appreciate her 
willingness to share her experience and continue to 
help me during my time of transition.  It is great to 
know you are my “wingman” 

I am looking forward to hosting a successful auction, 
attending the AAW Fly-in, hosting the Tasmania 
Women this summer, helping with the State Fair booth 
and all the new beginnings with OWA. Over the next 2 
years I hope we will get to know each other and 
continue the success of OWA. 

  -Debbie Crocker, OWA President    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

From the Editor                      
Indeed! Spring is a time for renewal and new 
beginnings.  

I enjoyed the 47th annual convention and meeting in 
Maupin. Thank you to our Columbia Gorge chapter for 
hosting a fun event. 

I am excited to have so many new members join OWA. 
Many young women have joined our force to work 
together to communicate today’s story of agriculture. 
As the world evolves, so do our lives, so does 
agriculture. It’s great to have the many young ladies to 
carry on OWA’s legacy. In this issue we meet member, 
Christa Towery. She is transitioning from Linn Benton 
to the Central Oregon chapter. I met Christa through 
my son, Hunter. She attended Oregon State University 
with him. Learn more about her on page 10. 

The past year we’ve lost some very valuable and 
honorary members. In November, we lost Gerry 
Ottosen, she was a very active member in the past, and 
president of the Lane County chapter for many years. I 
offer my condolences to her family. 

I wish everyone a beautiful and rejuvenating spring 
season!                                       
                                  ~Jana Kittredge, Editor 

President’s Corner 
Spring is a time for new beginnings.  Oregon Women for 
Agriculture is an organization that is fortunate to have 
members that share their knowledge of the past, plus 
members that bring ideas for new beginnings.  I feel very 
fortunate to become the President of such a diverse and 
talented group of women with the same goals, to promote 
and educate the general public about Oregon Agriculture, 

The OWA State Convention was hosted by the Columbia 
Gorge Chapter.  The Imperial River Lodge, in Maupin 
was the perfect place to gather and enjoy the river 
frontage. After being slightly reluctant, I have to admit I 
truly enjoyed the Paint Night, it has been a long time 
since I have expressed my artistic side.  A big “thank You’ 
to Deanna Sudan for leading the troops to host the 
perfect convention.  Thank you ladies for all your time 
and hard work!! 

My daughter Emily, Dona, Marie and I attended the 
March 22nd hearing at the Federal Courthouse in Eugene 
for the proposed preliminary injunction to change 
management of reservoirs on Oregon’s Deschutes River 
to protect the Spotted Frog.  Considering it was the first 
hearing I have attended, I was surprised when U. S. 
District Judge Ann Aiken’s opening statement warned us 
“right of the bat” that she planned to deny the request.  It 
was good to hear the testimony from each side and to be 
part of the large group of farmers and ranchers that 
opposed the injunction (they filled 3 courtrooms).  My 
conclusion was that there is a conservation plan being 
implemented to protect the spotted frog and the plaintiffs 
are impatient with it. 

Congratulations to OWA members Jessica Jansen, 
Mallory Phelan and Kristi Miller for being selected to 
attend the Syngenta Leadership At Its Best in North 
Carolina, April 2nd-5th,it is great to have 3 members 
attending.  If you are interested in attending next year, let 
me know. 

The OWA Auction is fast approaching.  The donations are 
coming in and the committee chairs are busy 
coordinating their section of the auction or dinner.  It has 
always impressed me how well orchestrated the workload 
of the auction is, it is fun to be involved and get to know 
members while working together to make the Auction/
Dinner a continued success.   It is nice to have only one 
fund raiser a year for OWA, the Auction Dinner funds the 
projects the help us to continue to spread the word about 
how important Ag is to the state of Oregon.   

Ag Fest is April 23-24, it is fun opportunity for the entire 
family to touch, taste and experience the incredible world 
of Oregon agriculture.  The OWA booth may need 
helpers, if you are interested check on our website for the 
sign-up sheet. 
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Around the State 
LINN/BENTON - Linn Benton members enjoyed a 
Membership Social at Springhill Cellars in February. Potential 
new members and also members we haven’t seen in awhile 
came together for a fun evening of appetizers, wine and 
catching up. Shelly Davis spoke about the projects, 
opportunities and need for participation in agriculture issues 
and how members could and should get involved. 

Convention in Maupin was a good time. The chapter was 
well represented with 10 members attending and finding 
our inner artist, touring the Imperial Stock Ranch, getting 
the state business meeting completed, slumber party 
(complete with facial masks and truth or dare), watching 
the stars by the fire pit and enjoying good company and 
food. Complete success. The issues we face as an industry 
were presented and plans were made to take action. 
Our March meeting was held at the home of Cathy Hess. 
She is a brand new member and opened her home and fed 
us dinner. Thank you! The chapter is putting together an 
Action Figure basket (Superman, Batman, etc.) for auction 
and a “Dinner Delivered to Your Home” for 15 people. L/B 
has done this in the past and it is fun to work together to 
put it on. 

Officers for 2016-17 are: Dona Coon, President; Katie 
Boshart, Vice President; Kristi Miller, Secretary; Lori 
Boshart, Treasurer; Shireen Malpass, Corresponding 
Secretary. Mary Hood took on the Membership Chair and 
Jessica Jansen will keep our portion of the OWA website 
looking pretty and up to date. Sheri Falk is chair of our 
scholarship selection committee. 

Macy Gibbs, Sigma Alpha Representative, reported on 
their Pasta/Bingo Fundraiser that was to be held at 
Boshart Trucking to generate funds for Ag in the 
Classroom. They have added a “Sigma Alpha Stud” feature 
to the event and hope that it raises even more money and 
adds entertainment to the evening. *The evening was a 
total success and raised about $2,000! The contestants 
were very entertaining with a Western Swing Dance 
performance, Roping demonstration to music, Interpretive 
Dance and much more. Whoever made the German 
Chocolate Cake in the silent auction, it was delicious! 

The chapter received $3,000 from Points for Profit! The 
money is being used for supporting educational projects in 
the counties and 4-H and FFA Chapters. Special thanks go 
to Christie McDowell and Kristi Miller who spend a lot of 
time adding up receipts every month. It seems like a giant 
math story problem and they tackle it and we appreciate it. 

Tami Coon volunteered to judge the Upper Willamette 
District Leadership Contests that were held at Scio High 
School. Members are signing up to volunteer for the AITC 
Literacy project in the coming months. Martha Glaser 
worked with Bob Spinney and Dennis Wirth to put up and 
replace crop id signs all along I-5 and Hwy 34. Auction is 
fast approaching and then Ag Fest. 

LINN/BENTON  continued … 
Liz VanLeeuwen is working on a potential exchange 
program with OSU that could extend beyond Linn and 
Benton Counties. The goal of the program would be to 
have the professors, who are in contact with ag and 
natural resource students, to have continuing contact 
with a producer family, hopefully in his/her field of 
expertise. The aim is for four exchanges a year with it 
being set up with volunteers from producers and OSU. 
Sounds like an idea that would benefit everyone. She will 
keep us posted. 

Debbie Crocker, Emily Woodcock and Dona Coon 
attended the hearing at the Federal Court House in 
Eugene on the Spotted Frog Litigation. Members have 
been asked to write letters to the editor concerning the 
proposed Monument status for Linn, Benton, Malheur 
Counties and the current law suit filed by counties over 
lost timber revenue. There is never a dull moment and no 
reason to be bored. 

-Dona Coon, President, LBWA 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

COLUMBIA GORGE - The past several months have 
been dedicated to preparing for the State Convention, so 
we didn't have many other projects going on during that 
time.  
We are supporting the North Central Livestock 
Association Bull Tour which will be held Friday, April 8th 
in Wasco and Sherman Counties. This is a fantastic time! 
The Bull Tour will open with registration and coffee and 
donuts @ 7 am at The Dalles Auction Yard, about a mile 
south of The Dalles Bridge Junction on Highway 197. The 
tour will leave then Yard @ 8 am and head to the first 
stop. As a new offering, the NCLA is offering a school bus 
to ride for those who do not want to drive or just want to 
share the fellowship. Be sure to request when you call in 
to register. Registration is $45 per person which includes 
refreshments, lunch and dinner. You are asked to register 
by calling the Sherman Extension Office at 541-565-3230, 
but you can pay "at the door" the day of the tour. 
In April, the Columbia Gorge Chapter will be choosing 
our first recipient of our new scholarship that we have 
started this year! It will be exciting to help a high school 
student continue their education in agriculture!  
Looking forward: We will be hosting OWA’s May State 
Board meeting in The Dalles, OR. Location TBA.  
Enjoy the Spring! 
  

-Deanna Sudan, President, CGWA 
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YAMHILL - Yamhill County Women for Agriculture 
has decided to meet on Tuesday, April 26th for our 
next meeting.  We will plan on meeting on April 26th at 
7 pm at Citizens Bank. If there are any conflicts, 
problems or anyone needs a ride, please let me know.   

Hope to see most of you at the OWA auction on April 
16th. Get your tickets now!  

Remember to sign up for AgFest volunteer 
schedule. AgFest is April 23-24! 

-Susie Kreder, President,YCWA 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MARION/CLACKAMAS -We held chapter elections in 
March. Emily Duerst was re-elected to serve as Secretary 
and  Mallory  Phelan  is  our  new  chapter  President. 
Continuing the second year of their term are Randi Bural 
as Vice President and Amber Pritchard as Treasurer.

Our spring fundraiser 
was selling pie cards 
to Willamette Valley 
Pie Company. It was 
smaller in profits 
t h a n o u r f a l l 
fundraiser but still 
successful! 

Jessica Jansen, Kristi 
Miller and Mallory 
P h e l a n w i l l b e 

attending American Agri-Women’s Syngenta 
Leadership at It’s Best Training in Greensboro, North 
Carolina April 2nd through 5th. 

Our Chapter Scholarship application deadline has been 
extended to April 25th. This $500 scholarship is 
available to anyone in Marion or Clackamas County 
who is preparing or in college with an agricultural-
related major. The application can be found on our 
website: http://owaonline.org/chapters/marion-
clackamas/.  

Our next meeting is April 11th at 12:00 noon at 
Northwest Farm Credit Services in Salem. Our final 
meeting before summer is May 9th at 12:00 noon. We 
do not meet July and August. 

Congratulations to our member, Darlene Bryant for 
receiving OWA’s first LEAVEN award! 

Happy Spring!         

 -Mallory Phelan, MCWA President 

P O L K - T h e 
P o l k C o u n t y 
Women for Ag 
table at the Mid-
Valley Winter 
AgFest held at 
the Polk County 
Fairgrounds, in 
R i c k r e a l l 
February 27-28, 

was a success.   Our tub of wheat with toys for children 
and  hand grinder for making your own flour were very 
popular.   Thanks to Danielle for setting up, Sandy, 
Loydee, Mallory, Diann, Jeree, and Suzanne for sharing 
time with kids and adults, and even hubby, Merle, for 
taking the display down. And thank you Marion/
Clackamas member, Darlene Bryant for the loan of the 
wheat grinder, to Ag West Supply for the loan of a low tub 
that kids could reach into, and to Derry Warehouse Co. 
for the wheat (which we joyfully gave to FFA students for 
their chickens so we didn't have to pack it home).   And 
Thank You to Deb Thomas for her vision, hard work, and 
shepherding of the Mid-Valley Winter AgFest. 

The winner of the 2016 Constitutional Essay Contest, 
Jacob North (pictured in the middle above with  Polk 
county members), came to our March 14 meeting and 
shared how reading the Constitution and writing the 
essay effected him and what he learned. Listening to him 
reaffirmed how important Constitutional literacy is to our 
young people, and thoroughly delighted us. 

Our next meeting is April 11, 11:30am at Rock N Rogers at 
Eola. Hope to see everyone there! 

               -Carol Marx, President, PCWA             
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sigma Alpha Hosts 3rd Annual Pasta Bingo 
Night to Benefit Oregon AITC 

Oregon State University’s Sigma Alpha members hosted the 
third annual Pasta Bingo benefit March 12. Sigma Alpha 
Professional Agricultural Sorority is an unhoused 
professional sorority that promotes scholarship, leadership, 
service and fellowship among its members. OSU’s chapter 
has over 50 young women as members all involved in 
agriculture in some way. On a national level, Sigma Alpha 
supports Agriculture in the Classroom programs. Here in 
Oregon, members serve AITC by helping with office 
volunteer tasks, volunteering at events as well as hosting this 
annual fundraiser.  

There were over 200 people in attendance, graciously hosted 
by Boshart Trucking in Tangent. The event included a silent 
auction, bingo and new this year a “Sigma Alpha Stud” 
pageant where four young men completed in multiple areas 
for the title.  $2,451 was raised for Oregon Agriculture in the 
Classroom. A special thank you to the women of Sigma 
Alpha for their dedication and enthusiasm for agricultural 
education.             -Jessica Jansen, AITC 

http://owaonline.org/chapters/marion-clackamas/
http://owaonline.org/chapters/marion-clackamas/
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Oregon Ag in the 
Classroom 2016 

Before We Eat: From 
Farm to Table 2016 
AITC Literacy Project  

Sign Up Now!  

This year’s literacy 
book, Before We Eat: 
From Farm to Table 
is a story about the 
several steps our food 
goes through before it 
ends up in our homes 
and schools. The story teaches students that food 
doesn’t magically appear in the supermarket and 
focuses on the wide range of people that work in 
agriculture. Together with the lesson, this project will 
inspire conversations with students about the potential 
of working in agriculture. 

Pictured: Students “try on” different agricultural 
careers during the kick-off event at Myers 
Elementary School in Salem.  

Have you signed up to volunteer at your local 
elementary school? Bring this year’s book to 
students in your community this spring. Visit our 
website to sign-up today or call/email Jessica Jansen.  

~ For more information about the program or to sign 
up to read to a classroom contact  

-Jessica Jansen, Executive Director 
Jessica.Jansen@oregonstate.edu  

OWA convention continued from page 1: 

includes dryland wheat, alfalfa hay, cattle and sheep 
production and more recently fiber.  Our main focus 
on the ranch was to tour the historical buildings that 
helped shape the ranch into what it is today. As we 
walked through the buildings and barns, Jeanne 
narrated the history of the ranch especially 
highlighting the sheep production. It is the sheep 
production that has revamped the market of fiber to 
Imperial Stock Ranch. To make a long story short, 
Imperial Stock Ranch yarn was used to create the 
2014 USA Olympic sweaters worn for the opening 
ceremonies in Sochi. It was fantastic seeing samples 

of all the 
g a r m e n t s 
t h a t a r e 
being made 
from these 
f i b e r s . 
F r i d a y 
e v e n i n g 
a f t e r 
d i n n e r 
back at the 
L o d g e 

Jeanne spoke again, this time really highlighting the 
fiber industry that has taken off! To round out the 
night, several ladies joined us in robes and slippers 
to have our "slumber party"! We did facials and had 
some fun games like "Truth or Dare" and Ag 

Pictionary! 
  Saturday 
m o r n i n g 
w e g o t 
d o w n t o 
b u s i n e s s 
w i t h a 
s m o o t h l y 
r u n 
b u s i n e s s 
m e e t i n g 
(thanks to 

Dona) and transition of state officers! Once again, 
thank you to all of you that attended Convention!  

          -Reported by  
Deanna Sudan, CGWA President 

Pictured Right, top to bottom: 
Dan and Jeanne Carver meet OWA at their 
Imperial Stock Ranch; Jeanne Carver 
explains the history of the Imperial Stock 
Ranch in historic barn; 3 members of 
Columbia Gorge Chapter at business meeting 
in Imperial River Lodge.

mailto:Jessica.Jansen@oregonstate.edu
mailto:Jessica.Jansen@oregonstate.edu
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Happy National Ag Week! 
MARCH 16, 2016 / SHELLY BOSHART (Daughter of a Trucker 
Blog) 

National Ag Day was Tuesday, March 15 this year (2016). For those 
of you unfamiliar with National Ag Day, it is a day to recognize and 
celebrate the abundance provided by agriculture. Every year, 
producers, agricultural associations, corporations, universities, 
government agencies and countless others across America join 
together to recognize the contributions of agriculture. It started in 
1973. 

Agriculture’s contribution to Oregon’s economy, environment, and 
social well-being is worth celebrating. In observing National 
Agriculture Week March 13-19, Americans are encouraged to say 
thank you to the more than 2 million farmers and ranchers who 
produce food and fiber for a living. Statewide, there are more than 
35,000 agricultural operators for Oregonians to salute. 
Here is a numerical snapshot of agriculture’s importance to the state’s economy: 
 • Oregon agriculture supports more than 326,000 full or part-time jobs, making up almost 14% of total jobs 

in the state. 
 • Oregon agriculture is responsible for $22.9 billion or 10.6% of the net state product. 
 • More than 98% of Oregon’s farms are family operations – dispelling the notion that agriculture in the state 

is made up of big corporate farm factories. 
Go out and enjoy Oregon agricultural products! Whether it’s food, nursery items, grass seed or a farmer’s market; 
whether it’s slowing down behind a tractor or combine on the roads; or whether it’s thanking a farmer for working 
to provide food and fiber for us all… As we look for ways to continue to improve the economic, environmental, and 
social contributions that agriculture makes to Oregon, your support of Oregon agriculture is critical to achievement. 

-submitted by Shelly Boshart Davis, LBWA 

________________________________________________________________________ 
                 
Letter to the Editor: 

 When I was a kid growing up in the 1950’s television was a novelty. Our phone was a big black box on the 
wall (part of a party line) and our radio was a floor cabinet.  

 Most of my teachers were still teaching the great classics in literature, “un-politicized” history and critical 
thinking. We studied the early history of our country and the founding documents: The Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution of the United States of America. 

 Today that is not always true. We are grouped as hyphenated- Americans with emphasis on how students 
feel instead of learning. In most high schools today the approved history textbook: The Peoples History of the 
United States of America was written by Howard Zinn, a self-proclaimed communist. Much of our history has been 
revised or completely eliminated. 

 Today acquiring information from many different sources is easily accessible. Our freedom depends upon 
citizens being able to make good decisions based on this flow of information. 

 The free, not-for-credit online courses Hillsdale College teaches are part of this miracle. The lectures are 
about 45 minutes with a 15-20 minute question and answer session. They include a discussion board and optional 
quiz. Go to http://online.hillsdale.edu/. 

  The history course “American Heritage: From Colonialism to the Reagan Revolution” with the “Battle 
Hymn of the Republic” introducing this lesson is my favorite and my recommendation as a great place to begin. 

        Sincerely, Deanna Dyksterhuis, LBWA  

http://daughterofatrucker.com/2016/03/16/happy-national-ag-week/
http://online.hillsdale.edu/
http://daughterofatrucker.com/2016/03/16/happy-national-ag-week/
http://online.hillsdale.edu/


The Cultivator  -  Spring 2016 �7

Oregon Agriculture A - Z!  OWA 
2016 Auction 
OWA Annual Auction/Dinner” Oregon Agriculture 
A to Z “ is April 16th , 4:30pm at the Linn   
County Fairgrounds in Albany.   

If you have items to donate it is not too late.  Please 
send the donation form to email to Oregon Women 
for Agriculture, 630 Hickory St, NW, Suite 120 ;                                                                                       
P M B 5 0 ,  A l b a n y , O r e g o n   9 7 3 2 1 o r                                
Fax to 541- 491-1502.  

Remember to get your $40 tickets before April 8th, 
after that the price increases to $50.   

I hope to see everybody at the auction, it is a great 
time to celebrate Oregon Agriculture with the Ag 
community!! 

A special “thank you” to all the members that 
contribute their time and energy to the Auction!!  It 
is the only fund raiser for OWA and to host 1100 
people takes teamwork, you are amazing!!Go team 
OWA!!!  

For questions or more information contact Auction 
Chair, Debbie Crocker 541.740.5073 

Country Style Auction ’n’ Dinner 
Donation Form 

Third Saturday in April y Auction begins at 4:30 PM 
Linn County Fair and Expo Center y Albany, Oregon 

 
Please use separate form for each different item.  DEADLINE FOR FORMS IS MARCH 23 

 

OWA Rep:___________________  County:________________  Phone:__________________ 

 

Donor _____________________________________________ 

Mailing Address____________________________________ 

City________________________________________________ 

State ______________________Zip_____________________ 

Phone_____________________________________________ 

Contact Person_______________Phone________________ 

E-Mail _____________________________________________ 

Please send copy of form to: 
 

Oregon Women for Agriculture 
 

630 NW Hickory Street Suite 120 
PMB 50 

Albany OR 97321 
 

Phone: 503-243-FARM(3276) 
Fax: 541-491-1502 

Receipt will be mailed.  OWA Tax #23-7069261 

THANK YOU! 
 
 
 
 

Item and Description 

Value $____________________ 

This is a : 

 Gift Certificate 
        provided by:  
         OWA          
  Donor  

 Physical Item 

 Cash Donation 

 Description _______________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

Oregon Women for Agriculture 

OWA Rep: Please mail or fax a copy;  
keep a copy to attach to item  

for auction drop-off, if applicable. 
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CHAPTER MEETING DATES AND INFORMATION 

•  Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon                           
@ NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond                                          
(every other month: Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec) 
President:  Jessica Hanna                                       
541.408.5232     auntjessa@hotmail.com

•  Lane: First Friday every other month, October 
- June,  Citizens Bank, Junction City, 8:15am    
President:  Sarah Halagean  (we do not meet in summer)                                    
541.736.2021      shalagean@citizensbank.com

•  Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm                             
President:  Dona Coon                                                     
541.936.0074          stems @alyrica.net

• Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon @ NW 
Farm Credit Services, Salem (N. of Costco).      
(we do not meet July and August)                           
President:  Mallory Phelan                                                          
541.990.9521         mallory@aglink.org 

•  Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon @ area restaurants    
President:  Carol Marx                                     
503.362.6225       camarx@aol.com 

•  Yamhill: 4th Tuesday, 7pm @ Citizens Bank           
(we do not meet July-Aug & Dec)                                                                  
President:  Susie Kreder                                       
503.864.2077       bigal@onlinemac.com

•  Columbia Gorge: 2nd Tuesday, 5:30pm                       
@ Farm Service Agency, The Dalles                                   
President:  Deanna Sudan                                          
541.760.0217         dashbrook3@hotmail.com

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *                                                                      
Ad space is available at $75. per business card per year. 

Please ask at the places where you do business (or others) if they 
would be interested in supporting Oregon Women for Agriculture 
by buying an ad for their business. Please contact the Editor. 

         To join OWA, mail application and dues to the address 
below. Dues are $45. per year for membership in OWA, AAW and 

your county chapter, or as an at large member (where we don’t 
have county chapters). See membership form in this issue.                                  

Mail correspondence to:                                                                                         
Oregon Women for Agriculture                                                                                           

630 Hickory Street,  NW Suite 120; PMB 50                                                           
Albany, Oregon   97321                                                                       

www.owaonline.org

The Cultivator is published four times a year as a 
service to our members, advertisers and donors. 

Editor, Jana Kittredge                                                                                   
P.O. Box 149, Fort Rock, OR  97735                                                       

541.576.2236 - hay2ufortrock@yahoo.com  
www.owaonline.org

Newsletter Deadline: Third Friday of March, June, 
September and December  

*****************                                                                      
Oregon Women for Agriculture State Officers 

Oregon Women for Agriculture                          
1969-2016 

OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which 
the entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the 
production of food, feed, fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for 
profit, which provides a major source of income and capital for 
reinvestment.                                                                                      

OWA Goals:                                                               
*To educate and inform the membership and the public about the 
importance of agriculture to the economy and to the environment.           
* To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.  
*To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.                                     
*To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard 
and dealt with fairly.                                                                                     
*To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture.

OWA defines sustainable agriculture as using farm practices and 
resources that produce safe, high quality food and other products for 
America and the world’ resulting in profitable operations that improve 
the land and environment for future generations.

President                       
Debbie Crocker                 
26011 Old River Rd.  
Monroe, OR 97456 
541.740.5073 
dcrocker@99w.us 

First Vice-President 
Helle Ruddenklau                 
26011 Old River Rd.  
Monroe, OR 97456 
541.740.5073 
dcrocker@99w.us 

Second                                      
Vice-President                     
Elisa Chandler                     
29932 Peckenpaugh          
Shedd, OR 97377          
541.491.3972 
echandler@goodmans.info 

Recording Secretary 
Emily Duerst                          
PO Box 9121                 
Salem, OR 97305 
503.932.1326       
emily.duerst   
@northwestfcs.com 

Corresponding Sec. 
Jessica Hanna                 
1907 NE 18th Street 
Redmond, OR  97756 
541.408.5232 
auntjessa@hotmail.com 

Treasurer                   
Tracy Duerst                 
14446 Riches Rd, SE                        
Silverton, OR 97381 
503.873-8441 
djduerst@aol.com     

mailto:auntjessa@hotmail.com
mailto:djduerst@aol.com
mailto:dashbrook3@hotmail.com
http://www.owaonline.org
mailto:auntjessa@hotmail.com
mailto:djduerst@aol.com
mailto:dashbrook3@hotmail.com
http://www.owaonline.org
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Did you know?…..

The April 8th meeting will be hosted by 
Yamhill chapter will be held at Pape’ 
Machinery, 9889 OR-99W, McMinnville, OR 
97128.  Phone: (503) 472-5184 

The May 20th meeting will be hosted by 
Columbia Gorge chapter and location will be 
announced at a later date. Contact CGWA 
p r e s i d e n t , D e a n n a S u d a n f o r m o r e 
information. 

The June 17th meeting will be hosted by 
Central Oregon chapter and will be held at 
Amerititle, 735 SW 6th St, Redmond, OR 
97756. Phone: (541) 923-1749

Please note the upcoming 2016 State Board 
meeting schedule. All meetings will be held on 
the 3rd Friday of the month, 9am-noon and 
locations will be announced. 

April 8, 2016 - Yamhill, Pape Machinery,  
  McMinnville  

May 2o, 2016 - Columbia Gorge, Location TBA 

June 17, 2016 - Central Oregon, Amerititle,  
    Redmond 

July 15, 2016 - Lane 

August 19, 2016 - Linn/Benton 

September 16, 2016 - Marion/Clackamas 

October 21 - Eastern Oregon 

November - No Meeting, AAW Convention in 
Raleigh, NC 

December 2 - Budget/Working meeting, 
Capital Press, 
Salem 

Reminder!

Chapter Presidents please 
email your updated chapter 
info for the OWA Website 
(officers, contacts, 
scholarships, pictures, etc.)                          
to Marie Bowers at 
mariehbowers@gmail.com.

New OWA Officers Elected! 
l-r: Dona Coon, Past President; Jessica 
Hanna, Corresponding Secretary; Emily 
Duerst, MC - recording Secretary; Tracy 
Duerst, MC - Treasurer; Debbie Crocker, 
LB - President; Helle Ruddenklau, Yamhill 
- First Vice - President; Elisa Chandler, LB - 
2nd Vice-President (Membership Chair)

mailto:mariehbowers@gmail.com
mailto:mariehbowers@gmail.com
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First Person: Profiling OWA Members 
Christa Towery, Linn/Benton, Central Oregon! 
Christa Towery has been a member of Oregon Women for Agriculture in the  
Linn Benton chapter for 2 years. She recently moved to Central Oregon, and will now 
be working with the Central Oregon chapter. I met Christa through my son, Hunter. 
She attended Oregon State University with him. Christa joined OWA because she 
loves what Oregon Women for Agriculture does for our community and Oregon 
agriculture. - Editor Here’s Christa’s story: 
OWA makes a commendable impact and do an excellent job of telling agriculture’s 
story. My thoughts when joining were, “Why wouldn’t I want to be a part of an 
organization like that?” As I went into college leaving my high school 4-H and FFA 
chapter I knew I wanted to stay involved in my agriculture community. OWA has 

provided me that opportunity 
The things I enjoy about being a member of OWA is the opportunity it has offered me to become more educated  

and connected in my agricultural community. There is always something going on in the industry across 
Oregon, and it is difficult to keep up with it all. I enjoy keeping up with OR agriculture through OWA and 
interacting with our wonderful members.  

I grew up in Dever-Conner, a small agriculture community located in the Willamette Valley (Albany, OR) 
surrounded by agriculture all my life. From a young age I knew I wanted to be a part of the industry forever. 
Through my high school years I saw a need for hardworking individuals like myself to gain an education and 
begin a career putting our best foot forward for Oregon agriculture. This led me to Oregon State University 
where I majored in Agriculture Business Management and minored in Agriculture Sciences. I finished my 
degree this month, (March 2016) while I started a full-time job in January working for the Farm Service Agency 
located in Central Oregon. We service Crook, Deschutes, and Jefferson counties. I am enjoying meeting and 
working with the Central Oregon farmers and ranchers. As agriculture is much different in Central Oregon than 
agriculture in the Willamette Valley, I have enjoyed learning more everyday about Central OR agriculture.  
I am 22 years old and graduated from Santiam Christian High School in 2012, and now a BS degree from 
Oregon State University College of Agriculture Sciences in March 2016. Two of my favorite things in life are kids 
and agriculture. Going into college, agriculture was a pull for me whether I was going to get my master in 
elementary education to teach, or major in agriculture business to work within the industry. I chose agriculture, 
but with the intent that I could still volunteer within the agriculture industry working with children and youth. I 
have enjoyed helping my neighbor children with their 4-H animals in preparation for the county fair. I have also 
enjoyed working with Agriculture in the Classroom preparing literacy packets and sharing agriculture’s story to 
elementary students. There is such a misconception of today’s farmers and the food in our fields. Many kids 
don’t have an understanding of the processes involved in bringing food to their table. I think it is important for 
us in the industry to work each day to share agriculture’s story to children. They will be the one’s fighting for or 
against Oregon agriculture someday.  
The things that make OWA special and being part of this organization is the shared agriculture interests of each 
member. Each member is unique and gifted in her own way, but all members work together to meet OWA’s 
overall goal. There is a many different personalities and backgrounds within OWA, and I love it! We have LOTS 
of challenges, LOTS of opportunities ahead of us. Farmers and ranchers are going to have to continue more 
than ever to think as optimists. Take risks, but have a plan B, maybe even a plan C. With severe weather all 
across OR, and different legislature and activist groups working against agriculture, farmers and ranchers are 
going to have to work harder and smarter than ever to overcome these issues. New technology and research is 
the future for agriculture. 
With the challenges I listed above, I see only more opportunity for OWA to get involved at a legislative level and 
work to positively impact OR agriculture. I know there are members working overtime to fight for OR 
agriculture, and I also know there is room for many more to come alongside them. OWA members across 
Oregon are going to need each other’s support to face these challenges.   
The changes I’ve encountered in ag business recently is that over the years I have seen the divide between urban 
and rural Oregon continue to grow. I have seen that new technology isn’t always simple to adapt, but in the end 
it is very beneficial and worth the adaption process. 
I have been BLESSED to receive OWA’s scholarship twice in college. (Thank you, again.) That helped cover the 
sky high textbook costs. I attended the 2014 Executive Women in Agriculture conference in Chicago on behalf of 
OWA. That was one of my first big adventures with OWA. What an incredible experience that was! I have 
attended and volunteered at the annual OWA auction for more years than I can remember. I look forward to 
much future participation in OWA.  
I want to be remembered as someone who worked hard and worked smart, put others before myself, and made 
a difference. I don’t want to be remembered for all the awards received or money I made, but I want to be 
remember for the impact I made on the people in my life, and the industry I work in. 

-Christa Towery, COWA 
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OWA Continues to Evolve with the Public Relations/Outreach Committee 
Introducing Co-Chair, Sarah Halagean 

Your Public Relations/Outreach Committee is pleased to welcome new volunteers for 
this coming project year. Sarah Halagean expressed interest in helping chair the 
committee. I agreed to co-chair with her to get he acquainted on what the group has 
accomplished in the past and the directions we’d like to go. 

Sarah grew up on a horse ranch in Junction City, OR where they bred, showed and 
trained Quarter Horses, POA’s and Appaloosas. Today she is still very much involved 
in the industry showing both locally and at the World Show level. Sarah received her 
Associates Degree from Lane Community College, a Bachelors in Soil Science from 
Oregon State University and a Masters of Agriculture from Oregon State University.  
She began her career with Citizens Bank in 2010 and in 2013, she completed the 
Management Trainee program from Citizens Bank and started her career as a 
Commercial Loan Officer. 

Sarah is very involved with the local community.  She is currently Lane County 
President of Oregon Women for Agriculture, Executive Board Chair of Oregon 
Networking Exchange and Treasurer and Point Keeper for Oregon Appaloosa Breeders Association. She says, “I always 
have and will continue to keep a strong passion for all things Agriculture.” 

She lives in Monroe and works in Junction City, raising a little boy that is addicted to anything tractor! Sarah’s biggest 
personal goal for 2015 was to see the Lane County Chapter rejuvenate, and had no idea the momentum that would be born 
from that one small spark. I’m so excited to be a part of this power house Chapter and feel so fortunate to have so many 
local ladies dedicating their time, knowledge, contacts and awesomeness!  

Sarah has a strong and deep passion for agriculture, because as we all know almost everything starts on a farm or ranch! I 
tripped and fell into banking as my initial plan was to do research pertaining to crop production. Turns out that this is 
actually the job for me, I get to support the folks around me, watch them grow and become a partner in their success…and 
of course I get to work with the best people – Farmers! 

She joins the public relations/outreach team because she feels it is important to get our messages out. She brings with her 
a Master’s degree from OSU in the area of _____________. We look forward to working with her. 

Current committee members are Jo McIntyre, Yamhill (freelance writer and news reporter); Alyssa Davis, Eastern Oregon 
(Ag Teacher and FFA Advisor at Hermiston High School) and Josie Miller, Eastern Oregon (Credit Officer at NW Farm 
Credit Services, Ontario, OR). Also, joining the team are Deanna Sudan, Columbia Gorge and Sheila Miller from 
Lexington, Oregon (Morrow County). Sheila was born and raised in Toledo, Oregon and her childhood was heavily 
influenced by the timber industry. As a teenager she moved to Heppner, Oregon when the mill there was expanded. After 
marrying, she and her husband moved to Culver, Oregon and ran a small acreage farm raising goats and cattle. Her 
husband was a baler mechanic and Sheila worked for Jefferson County Extension Sevice as the Jefferson County OSU         
4-H Extension Agent Assistant. They have since moved back to Heppner to be closer to family. They continue to raise beef 
cattle and are very active in the local rural community. 

Deanna Sudan is the current president of the Columbia Gorge chapter and has just started her 2nd term. She was born 
and raised on a wheat, cattle and hay farm in Dufur, Or. “From a very young age I fell in love with agriculture and knew I 
wanted to farm! Currently I work on the family farm doing the bookkeeping, tractor & combine driving and can be found 
pulling wrenches from time to time,” Deanna said. Three years ago, Deanna took over the cattle operation with her 
husband and they now run 100 pair of cattle. Her days are diverse and she says, "I wouldnt change this life for anything!” 

We welcome our new committee members and thank our returning members and new members as well for their time and 
volunteer efforts. We are currently working on ideas for projects this coming year.  

-Jana Kittredge, OWA PR Committee Co-Chair
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OWA Legislative Committee Update 
February Legislative Session 
The February session was awful. The Oregon Legislature really showed how little they cared about Oregon 
farmers and ranchers as they passed a “tiered” minimum wage bill. Oregon Women for Agriculture and many of 
our members took a very vocal stance against this bill. We recognized it put us at a competitive disadvantage with 
our neighboring states and globally.  
 
THANK YOU to every OWA member who submitted testimony and contacted your legislator! Your efforts did not 
go unnoticed.  Please remember which way your legislator voted when November rolls around.  

2016 Elections 
Oregon farmers, ranchers and foresters continue to be losers in the legislature. Our rights and ability to farm are 
continually eroded in each session. This has to change or we will cease to exist. 

Things we all can do to encourage change in our legislative body:  
1) Vote for state legislators who you know will VOTE for farmers, ranchers and foresters. Coalitions like AgPAC 
help to identify the candidates who will be pro- ag and forestry in the legislature. View their primary 
endorsements at AgPAC.org 
2) Get to know your State Representative or Senator before the legislative session begins, relationships matter. 
Invite them for a farm or ranch tour, put a face on the legislation they vote on. This also gives them someone to 
call if they have questions on an issue. 
3) Show up at the Capitol during session. Show up to support, to visit with your legislator and/or to testify on 
bills. The more they see us, the more they pay attention to us.  
4) Money matters. Support candidates by donating to their campaigns. This doesn’t have to be in your district 
alone – you can financially support any candidate you feel passionate about.  

Other Issues 
Oregon Women for Agriculture Legislative Committee have been paying close attention to the following issues 
but have taken no formal action on:   
-Spotted Frog issue in Central Oregon 
-Owyhee Monument proposal in Eastern Oregon 
-Linn County lawsuit against the state for forestland mismanagement and revenue lost 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 Summer Ag Institute will host another group of teachers interested in incorporating Ag 
into their curriculum.  It will be the 27th summer for SAI.  There are several teachers from 
the Portland area attending SAI this summer, which is one of our goals.  Session 1 in 
Corvallis (June 19-24) should be close to full registration at press time of the Cultivator.  
If you know of a teacher interested in attending, please give them my contact 
information. 

For those members that have hosted a teacher in the past, hopefully you received a “Save 
the date” in the mail, I will be in touch soon (after the auction) to see if the date works for 
your schedule.  If you are interested in hosting a teacher for one night, Tuesday June 21st 

and you live around Corvallis or Salem, please let me know, it is a great opportunity to tell 
your story.  

SAI is fortunate to have a group of presenters that are dedicated to the program, year after year(The Glaser’s have 
been presenters since the beginning) they take the time out of their busy schedules(harvest) to share their 
knowledge of Ag.  I wish all of you could join us on a bus tour, even for one day, it is a great learning experience.  
Let me know if you are interested. 

The contributions from OWA, some chapters and individual members are greatly appreciated.   

It is with great honor that I recognize Liz VanLeeuwen for her years as a SAI Board member.  Her passion for 
agriculture and educating teachers has helped maintain the success of the SAI program throughout the years.  
Her leadership and commitment to Oregon Agriculture is greatly appreciated. Thank you Liz for                          
your service to SAI! 

-Debbie Crocker, Session 1 Coordiantor, (541) 740-5073 
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Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program 
Honoring Oregon’s Agriculture Heritage 
The Oregon Century Farm & Century Ranch Program is a statewide 
recognition program honoring farmers and ranchers who have worked the 
same land for at least 100 years. The program is administered through the 
Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education and is partially funded 
through a partnership of the Oregon Farm Bureau, Wilco, Oregon State 
Historic Preservation Office, & OSU Libraries' University Archives. 

Since the start of the program in 1958, 1,175 farms and ranches across the 
state have been registered. Oregon has one of the oldest agricultural 
heritage programs of this type in the entire nation. 

There is also a Sesquicentennial Award for farms that have existed for 150 years or more. Thirty-three farms 
have reached the sesquicentennial mark so far. 

Successful applicants receive a certificate signed by the Governor. A durable metal road sign to identify their 
property as having historic Century Farm or Century Ranch status is also available. Additionally, each family 
is honored during a special ceremony and reception at the Oregon State Fair. A formal application process is 
required for properties to be considered for the program. 

Visit oregonfb.org for more information and an application. Deadline for 2016 applications is May 1. 
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New 2-1-1 hotline in operation for pesticide incidents 

Oregonians involved in pesticide incidents  impacting people, animals, or the environment can now report those 
incidents to a telephone hotline 7 days a week, 24 hours a day. By calling 2-1-1, concerned or affected individuals 
will receive immediate information and referral service regarding a pesticide incident, no matter what time or day. 
The free referral and  information helpline was funded by the 2015 Oregon Legislature as part of House Bill 3549, 
relating to pesticides. The Oregon Department of Agriculture provided training to Oregon-based 2-1-1 staff on what 
to do upon receiving pesticide related calls from the public. 
The three-digit telephone number generally provides information and referrals to health, human, and social service 
organizations. Persons in Oregon calling 2-1-1 are immediately offered a menu of choices which includes options for 
reporting pesticide incidents or asking for pesticide information. At that point, they are connected to a person.  

Callers asking for information are referred to appropriate agencies and organizations. Callers involved in pesticide 
incidents will be asked to provide  basic information. Within  one hour of completion of the call, all 
information recorded by 2-1-1 will be forwarded to the Pesticide Analytical and Response Center (PARC) for further 
referral and response within one business day. 
Information about PARC can be found at  <http://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/Pesticides/Pages/PARC.aspx>.

In the event of a medical emergency related to pesticide exposure, people need to call the Oregon Poison Control 
Center at 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1 directly. 

Media Contact: Troy Hammond, 2-1-1, at (503) 416-2620.  

 ———————————

- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Oregon Women for Agriculture Membership Application                                                                    

“Working together to communicate the story of today’s agriculture.”

AAW#_________

  March 1, _____ to March ______ 

Name______________________________________________________________________________________                  
Last Name         First Name Spouse 

Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
County________________________________ Phone_____________________________________ 
Email_______________________________________________________________________________

____ New Member ____ Renewal/Reinstate ____Under 21    Relationship to Ag  _____________________

Check areas of interest: 

___ Auction Committee       ___ Displays, Signs

___ Education                       ___ Legislative

___ School or Farm Tours    ___ Scholarship Committee

___ Website        ___ Public Relations/Marketing 

___ Ways & Means               ___ Convention     

___ Newsletter                      ___ Other

Dues: $45.00 annually 

(includes AAW membership)

Check payable and send to: 

Oregon Women for Agriculture       
630 Hickory Street NW                               
Suite 120; PMB 50                                
Albany, OR 97321

http://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/Pesticides/Pages/PARC.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/Pesticides/Pages/PARC.aspx
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Congratulations Marion 
Clackamas member, 
Darlene Bryant! Recipient 
of OWA’s first LEAVEN 
award for her Loyalty, 
Enthusiasm, Anticipatory, 
Valiant, Effectiveness and 
Nurturing qualities!

OWA Supporters…
AITC Literacy Project 
Please sign up ASAP to 
volunteer to read to a 
classroom. 
Short term commitment 

         with long term rewards!

SERVING OREGON, WASHINGTON, IDAHO, MONTANA & WYOMING
Agribusiness | Farm, Ranch & Auto

Equine & Livestock | Business Auto | And More

JOHN DILL, Agent
541-447-9241
C: 541-749-0402
john@agri-nw.com

     May 13-14
Ranch Rodeo, Trade 
Show, Horse & Working 
Dog Sale, BBQ & Brews 
competition and more.

Pendleton Event Center
“Preserving our Western Heritage” 

Proceeds benefit Scholarships 
www.cattlebarons.net

http://www.cattlebarons.net
http://www.cattlebarons.net
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Volunteer Today!   
Sign up on OWA website 
2016 AgFest 
April 23 & 24 
Oregon State 
Fairgrounds, Salem 

www.oragfest.com

Oregon Women for Agriculture                                  
PO Box 149                                                                   
Fort Rock, OR  97735                      
www.owaonline.org

APRIL * MAY * JUNE  
OWA STATE BOARD MEETINGS  

April 8:  Pape’ Machinery, McMinnville   

May 20:  Columbia Gorge, TBA   

June 17: Amerititle, Redmond 

Reminder!                          
Cultivator Deadline                                   
for all news, reports, photos, 
articles, ads, etc. for 
Summer edition is June 24th. 
Please send to the Editor. 

    OWA’s Annual Auction!  
                    Saturday, April 16th 

             Linn County Expo Center 
            Albany                                

AMAZON.COM link on OWA website: 
On OWA’s homepage click on upper 
right Amazon.com link to buy stuff 
from Amazon.com OWA receives a 
percentage! (average 4% per item 

based on your purchase) 
www.owaonline.org

http://www.owaonline.org
http://www.oragfest.com
http://www.owaonline.org
http://www.owaonline.org
http://www.oragfest.com
http://www.owaonline.org

