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ALEX PAUL Albany Democrat-Herald
Shelly Boshart-Davis, a Tangent area 
agri-business owner, has filed to run 
for the Oregon House District 15 
position currently held by Andy 
Olson.

Olson announced earlier this week 
that he will not seek an eighth term 
representing Linn and Benton coun-
ties.

Boshart-Davis, a Republican, said she 
and Olson have spoken numerous 
times in recent months about her 
candidacy. She said Olson has “put in 
an incredible amount of dedication 
and honesty, and his leaving office 
will “leave a void.”

“The idea was actually brought up 
several years ago, even before I had 
thought about it,” she said. “The 
opportunity is here and it seems like 
the right time.”

Boshart-Davis said Oregon politics 
are currently dominated by the 
Democratic party, adding that restor-

Ag Business Owner to seek District 15 House Seat
ing some balance in Salem is vital for 
the state's long-term good.

“We have many issues and that have 
come about in part due to one party 
having complete control,” she said.

Boshart-Davis said Linn County is an 
excellent example of an area dealing 
successfully with Oregon’s “rural-
urban divide.”

“We have cities and we have small 
towns and we have thousands of acres 
of farm land,” she said. “We have 
bridged the gap through education. 
Our family was at Memorial Middle 
School all day Tuesday talking about 
farming. We bring classes to the farm. 
Kids have to have access to know how 
their food goes from the farm to the 
store to their tables.”

Boshart-Davis said the effort to intro-
duce cap and trade rules would 
adversely “affect fuel prices and 
increase the costs of nearly everything 
we eat or use. If transportation costs 
go up, the cost of cars, food, clothes 
will go up. Nearly everything gets 
here on trucks.”

Boshart-Davis said she will bring 
extensive business experience to the 
position.

“Currently, business and labor regula-
tions can be overwhelming,” she said. 
“It’s so hard to manage all of the new 
laws, reporting requirements and 
reams of paperwork. When you have a 
small business, with only two or three 

Shelly Boshart-Davis and her dad, Stan

Some of Shelly’s supporters are 
excited for her campaign 
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President’s Corner President, Helle Ruddenklau

January
Phyllis Fifield – Linn/Benton
Marisa Owens – Lane
Cheryl Volker – Lane
Tessa Maggiulli – Lane
Connie Fehlman – Lane
Angi Bailey – Marion/Clackamas
Lindsey Cope – Columbia Gorge
Anna Cunico – Central Ore.
Kelsey Cheykaychi – 
Marion/Clackamas
Ashley Jones – Lane
 
February
Rebecca Whitlock – 
Marion/Clackamas
Misti Crowson – Linn/Benton
 
March
Ronda Dannen – Linn/Benton
Lauren Ruddenklau – Yamhill
Sharon Groneman – 
Marion/Clackamas
Maggie Phillips – Linn/Benton
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Membership renewal time is here, so 
please get your dues in as soon as you 
can.  You can renew on-line or use the 
membership application form in the 
back of The Cultivator.

You may have received a past due 
membership notice or email from 
American Agri-Women.  Please know 
that your membership with them is 
not past due and you should not send 
them anything.  Your American Agri-
Women dues are paid through your 
OWA membership, but due to a glitch 
in the American Agri-Women mem-
bership system, they have been acci-
dently sending out past due notices.  
If you have any questions regarding 
this, please reach out to your Chapter 
President or email the OWA member-
ship chair at 
members@owaonline.org

Membership 
Renewal Time

President 
Helle Ruddenklau
Treasurer Tracy Duerst 
2nd Vice President
Mary Hood
1st Vice President 
Mallory Phelan
Sectary Emily Duerst
Past President 
Debbie Crocker
Not shown 
Corresponding Sectary 
Jessica Hanna Locke

Greetings to all the amazing, talented women who are a part of Oregon 
Women for Agriculture. For those who don’t know me, I was born on a farm 
in Denmark, but my family immigrated to Oregon when I was 15. I am an OSU 
alumna finishing with a MS in plant breeding and genetics. I have the good 
fortune to be married to Bruce from New Zealand and we have three kids; 
Lauren who is 20, Jack who is 16 and Grant at 11. Our farm is around 1,100 
acres of seed crops, some row crops, wheat, and hazelnuts, and in addition 
we have a small trucking company.

One of the reasons I love OWA is the fact that we represent all of agriculture. 
We find the areas that we can agree on and work from that. I recently learned 
that OWA early on had around 400 members. We currently are a little under 
300 so we have some work to do. Potential members may not only be your 
farm neighbors; anyone interested in where their food comes from is a poten-
tial member. I would also like us to invite both large and small farmers, 
conventional and organic. We are all farmers. Our methods may be different, 
but our goal of producing safe, affordable and abundant food, feed and fiber 
should be the same. The last thing agriculture needs is infighting, and we are 
a natural organization to work on broadening that coalition. That does not 
mean we will agree on everything, but we all have strengths we can share. I 
realize this may be a challenge, but I think it is worth a try, in order for OWA 
to continue as a vibrant, relevant organization.

You don’t ask people to become members, you ask them to help with a 
specific project and then hopefully they get engaged and want to continue. 
We have one of those projects coming up with our Antique Powerland 
display. The opening day activity is a one-time commitment only, so grab a 
friend and come on out for some fun on May 19th. Another place to ask a 
friend to join you is for Ag Fest, and of course I hope you plan on attending 
the auction on April 21st, as this fundraiser determines how much money we 
have to work with for the rest of the year. You can find more information 
about these activities on our website. Members are also volunteering for The 
Ag Literacy project right now. It’s rewarding to go into a classroom and do a 
project with the kids which leaves them with a little better understanding of 
agriculture. My challenge to you is to invite a friend along this year. Let them 
see how satisfying it can be to accomplish something in partnership with a 
fantastic group of women!

Thank you for trusting me with this job. I hope we will all learn and grow 
together!



Oregon Women for Agriculture 
State Officers

President
Helle Ruddenklau

12500 SW Salt Creek Rd.
Amity, OR 97101

503.932.0558
ruddenkl@viclink.com

First Vice-President
Mallory Phelan

7360 SW Hunziker Rd, Suite 102, 
Portland, OR 97223

541.990.9521
mallory@aglink.org

Second Vice-President
Mary Hood

3484 NW Scenic Drive, 
Albany, OR  97321

hoodm@columbiabank.com
541.979.2199

Recording Secretary
Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121

Salem, OR 97305
503.932.1326

emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com

Corresponding Secretary
Jessica Hanna Locke
 11725 SW Green Dr.

Culver, OR 97734
541.408.5232

auntjessa@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Tracy Duerst

14446 Riches Rd, SE
Silverton, OR 97381

503.873-8441
djduerst@aol.com

The Cultivator is published four times a 
year as a service to our members, 

advertisers and donors.
To submit information or interest in 

advertising contact

Jess Schiller, Editor
jes.schiller@gmail.com • 541.376.5052
69937 Schiller Dr. • Echo, OR 97826

Newsletter Deadline:
The last Friday of 

March, June, September 
and December

Find us online at owaonline.org
Like OWA on Facebook at
facebook.com/OWA4AG

Follow OWA on Twitter
twitter.com/OWA4AG

Oregon Women for Agriculture • 1969-2017
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which the 

entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the production of food, feed, 
fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for profit, which provides a major source of income 

and capital for reinvestment.

OWA Goals:
• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the importance of agriculture 
to the economy and to the environment.
• To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.
• To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.
• To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard and dealt with fairly.
• To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture. OWA defines sustainable 
agriculture as using farm practices and resources that produce safe, high quality food and 
other products for America and the world resulting in profitable operations that improve the 
land and environment for future generations.

To join OWA, mail application and dues to the address below.
Dues are $45. per year for membership in OWA, AAW and your
county chapter, or as an at large member (where we don’t have

county chapters). See membership form in this issue.

Mail correspondence and payments to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture

630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321

www.owaonline.org

Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon
@ NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond 

Every other month: 
Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec
President: Jessica Hanna Locke 

541.408.5232 • auntjessa@hotmail.com

Lane: First Friday,  8:15 am, 
@ Citizens Bank, Juction City

Every other month October - June
President: Sarah Fay

541.736.2021 • sfay@citizensebank.com

Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm
President: Katie Boshart Glaser

541.936.0688
katieboshartglaser@gmail.com

Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon 
@ NW Farm Credit Services, 

Salem (N. of Costco).
No meetings in July and August

President: Mallory Phelan
541.990.9521 mallory@aglink.org

Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon 
@ area restaurants

President: Diann Washburn
503.370.8092 • diann@ofsonline.org

Yamhill: 3rd Tuesday, 7pm 
@ Citizens Bank, McMinnville

No meetings in July-Aug & Dec
President: Susie Kreder

503.864.2077 • bigal@onlinemac.com

Columbia Gorge: 2nd Tuesday, 5:30pm 
@ Casa El Mirador, The Dalles
Jan, March, May, Sept & Dec

President: Cindy Brown
541.993.5291 

Cindy.brown@oregonstate.edu

Eastern Oregon: 3rd Tuesday, 6 pm
Locations rotate between Umatilla 

& Morrow counties.
President: Josie Miles

541.705.5799 
Josie.Miles@northwestfcs.com

CHAPTER MEETING DATES AND INFORMATION
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and Treasurer- Lori Boshart. Kirsten 
Pick is taking over the Membership 
Chair (a non elected position). 

We decided to try something differ-
ent for our chapter social and voted 
to have it in June and it will be held 
outside at Lori Boshart’s farm. Betty 
Jo Smith presented an idea to use the 
graphics from the OWA Commodity 
Quilt blocks to produce a coloring 
book that includes Ag facts. We voted 
to use up to $3,000 from our Points 
for Profit winnings for this project. We 
are very excited about this. 

Our February meeting was held at 
Barbara Hauge’s Home. We had a 
guest speaker, Michael Wynhausen. 
He is running for Linn County Circuit 
Court Judge. He presented to us why 
he is running, why he is qualified and 
what he would like to do if he wins. 

Betty Jo Smith brought the com-
pleted OWA Commodity Quilt we are 
donating to the auction. It’s beautiful! 
Our new budget was presented by 
Lori Boshart and was voted in. Dona 
Coon reported the Crop ID signs 
along I-5 and Hwy 34 (in Linn and 
Benton County) are up to date and 

What’s Happening Around the State
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Marion-Clackamas
Spring has sprung for the Marion-
Clackamas Chapter!

We are sponsored and attended the 
SAIF Agri-Business Banquent dinner 
on January 19th and saw many famil-
iar mid-valley faces!

Many of our members attend the 
Oregon Women for Agriculture Con-
vention in Astoria in February and 
learned so much about the forestry 
and fishing industries. Thank you Yam-
hill County for being such wonderful 
hosts - nothing but rave reviews from 
our chapter!

We are hard at work on our Oregon 
Trail Farms guide for the 2018 season. 
Last year our total reach online 
(through Facebook and our website) 
was 34,594 and the total online 
impressions was 59,120.  We hope to 
have 13-15 farm stands in the guide 
again this year. We're always looking 
for more help in this effort. Please 
follow us on Facebook 
@OregonTrailFarms or visit 
www.oregontrailfarms.com. 

We are still seeking applications for 
our scholarship and the deadline is 
May 1, 2018. The application is on our 
chapter page on the OWA website.

We've been hard at work procuring 
items for Auction and are very excited 
for the big event! 

Mallory Phelan, President

Linn-Benton
In January our meeting was held at 
Dona Coon’s Home. Cheryl Ray, from 
our Nominating Committee, 
presented a slate of officers for this 
election. Our officers are; President- 
Katie Boshart Glaser, Vice President- 
Mary Hood, Secretary- Kristi Miller 

the sign match the field. Kristi Miller 
won a free ad space in the HighPoints 
Newsletter. We decided to use it for 
the OWA auction. This is the Newslet-
ter connected to Points for Profit. 

Last month our meeting was held at 
Mary Hood’s Home. Betty Jo Smith 
and Pam Toews attended the Points 
for Profit Banquet in February. We 
won $3,000 this year! We use this 
money for special projects through-
out the year. If you would like to help 
us this next year all you have to do is 
keep receipts from businesses 
connected to Points for Profit. During 
the year you can give your receipts to 
a Linn Benton member. To learn more 
and their list of businesses go to 
pointsforprofit.org. We talked about 
what a State Board of Directors is and 
what they do. We then voted on this 
years State Board of Directors and 
Alternates. They are: D-Kristi Miller, 
D-Cheryl Ray, D-Dona Coon and 
D-Jessica Jansen, A-Betty Jo Smith 
and A-Martha Glaser.

Our next meeting will be held at Kristi 
Miller’s home Tuesday, April 10th @ 
6:00pm.

Our two scholarship are on the OWA 
website under our chapter. One is a 
scholarship to children or grandchil-
dren of Linn-Benton members going 
into any major. The second is Linn or 
Benton County students going into an 
agricultural major. You find out more 
info on the website. Scholarships are 
due April 15th. 

One of our members, Shelly Boshart 
Davis announced she is running for 
State Representative House District 
15. We are very proud and wish her 
the best of luck. Her website is 
shellyboshartdavis.com

Katie Boshart Glaser, President

Dona Coon speaking recently at the 
Women’s Breakfast in Albany with  

Betty Jo Smith’s auction item. 
A beautiful hand mande quilt! 



Continued on page 6
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What’s Happening Around the State
Columbia Gorge
The Columbia Gorge chapter had five 
members attend the annual conven-
tion in Astoria, and all enjoyed learn-
ing about forestry and fishery topics.  
One of the reasons many of us like 
our membership in OWA is the social-
ization aspect of the group, especially 
at state convention where everyone 
treats you like friends.  Our chapter 
has about 20 members and “inter-
ested” participants, and we meet 
about every other month at a restau-
rant in The Dalles for a meal and our 
business meeting, another wonderful 
opportunity to enjoy each others’ 
company.  We look forward to bring-
ing our auction items to Albany for 
the annual auction and dinner!
 
Locally, our chapter helps sponsor the 
annual Bull Tour of livestock produc-
tion operations in the region, and 
offers a scholarship to local high 
school graduates.  We also offer a 
scholarship to a teacher in the gorge 
to attend Summer Agriculture Insti-
tute.  Several members will be 
presenting the Ag in the Classroom 
Apples to Oregon literacy project in 
local classrooms this spring.  We will 
launch a new fundraiser for our chap-
ter by hosting an ice-cream-and-fruit-
cobbler stand at Dufur Vintage Days 
Saturday, August 11. 
 
Cindy Brown, President

Central Oregon
We are in full swing planting mode. 
Included a few carrot planting 
pictures. 

Our chapter is spread all over Central 
Oregon but we managed a meeting 
online. We just approved donations to 
Ag In The Classroom & Summer Ag 
Institute. And are planning on reading 
to some classes for the Literacy Proj-
ect & considering some fundraising 

options. We are excited once again to 
support our OWA dinner & auction!

Jessica Hanna Locke, President 

Eastern Oregon 
We have just wrapped up our 4th 
annual tractor driving certification 
course and we are happy to say it was 
another successful year. We want to 
thank Morrow County Grain Growers 
for the use of their facility, our instruc-
tor Daniel Bolen, our members who 
cooked and prepared food, and of 
course our family members and other 
volunteers that made this event 
possible.

We feel it is very important to remind 
farmers, ranchers and teens who are 
looking to work in these operations 
that a tractor driving certification is 
required by Oregon Law until you 
have your driver’s license. 

We are also preparing for our spring 
membership social that will take place 

May 5th at Roosters in Pendleton. If 
anyone would like to join us you are 
more than welcome and we would 
encourage you to tell your friends in 
the local area. 

We have recently changed our 
monthly meeting from the second 
Tuesday to the third Tuesday of the 
month to accommodate other volun-
teer projects and meetings. Meetings 
are held at the Amstad Farms office in 
Echo.

We hope everyone is enjoying the 
spring weather and that we will see 
you all at the Annual Auction. 

Josie J. Miles, President 

Yamhill County
We are gearing up for Auction coming 
very soon and Ag Fest as well.  Eunice 
is still looking for volunteers to man 
the Ag Fest booth; so if any of you 
would like to volunteer for the Satur-
day and Sunday after auction, she 
would really appreciate it.
 
We had our last month’s meeting at 
the Sheridan Museum of History, 
located in beautiful downtown Sheri-
dan, OR.  It is a fantastic place to visit.  
It’s a neat place to hold a meeting as 
well.  They have a lot of great artifacts 
and historical information dating back 
to the start of Yamhill and Polk Coun-
ties. Please contact Marge Gutbrod 
(her number is in the directory) if you 
need any more information about 
that.

Here in Yamhill County everything is 
either green or blooming. We have 
been applying fertilizer and crop 
protectants, and putting in bees for 
the fruit crops.  We have had a cool 
start to the spring but that’s about 
normal for this area. 

Carrot planting in Central Oregon
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We will be looking at our scholarship 
applicants at our next meeting which 
will be held on the Tuesday between 
Auction and Ag Fest.
 
Work safely!
Susie Kreder, President

Polk County
We started off the New Year with a 
wonderful challenge, judging 41 
essays from our Constitutional Essay 
contest! High school students from 
Polk, Marion and Benton Counties 
participated. Each entry received a $5 
Dutch Bros. card and a pocket Consti-
tution. A bonus $10 Dutch Bros. card 
was given if students submitted a 
creative meme. Four students took on 
the extra credit challenge. You can 
see their meme’s on the Polk OWA 
Facebook page. 1st place ($250) was 
awarded to Collin Penner from 
McNary High School, 2nd place ($100) 
was Natalia Schilling from Dallas High 
School and 3rd place ($50) was Lily 
Rogowski from Corvallis High School. 
Plans are already underway for our 
next contest that will start shortly 
after school begins in September. 

In February we made plans to help 
with the Mid-Valley Winter AgFest 
that took place at the Polk county 
fairgrounds on February 24th and 
25th. We also held a matinee showing 
of “Food Evolution at the Polk county 
fairgrounds on February 23rd. We 
didn’t have as many folks participate 
in the showing as we had hoped. If we 

do this again we think a night showing 
might be better attended. We also 
helped with the Hearts and Wine FFA 
Alumni fundraiser held at Eola Hills 
Winery in Rickreall. We sold tickets 
and provided appetizers for the 
event. Over $7,000 was raised for the 
FFA scholarship fund.

Ali Salzer, with RARE AmeriCorps, 
Polk County Tourism Alliance came 
and spoke to our group in March 
regarding Ag tourism opportunities in 
Polk County. She invited us to attend 
monthly meetings regarding organiz-
ing a farm loop in the county of local 
businesses. 

Polk county OWA members plan to 
help gather auction items for the 
OWA Annual auction and will also 
help out with Ag Fest in April. Our 
slate of officers will remain the same 
as last year. President- Diann Wash-
burn, Vice President- Deb Thomas, 
Secretary – Mallory Lucas, Corre-
sponding Secretary – Lindsey Myers, 
and Treasurer Tiffany Marx.

We meet on the second Monday of 
each month at 11:30 AM at the Eola 
Inn, Rock n Rogers Restaurant in west 
Salem.  All are welcome to join us for 
lunch or just come for the meeting! 

Diann Washburn, President
 
Lane County
When I think of Spring I think of Crop 
ID signs.  The season is starting and 
we are excited to have our Crop ID 
signs up in our area for the public to 
enjoy.

Our Membership continues to grow.  
We are at 36 members.  
Fun fact – April 2013 we only had 9 
Lane County members.
  
A lot of good things have happened 
in the last 5 years and I want to thank 
our fun, can do members for keeping 

Around the State continued...
From Page 5

Arlene Kovash and Deb Thomas, cake 
from the auction

this chapter going.

It’s a very busy time for our Chapter.  
We are ready to kick off this year’s 
AITC Literacy project in Lane County.  
We are hoping to get more volunteers 
this year so we can go into more class-
rooms. 
 
Our chapter will be sponsoring a local 
teacher to attend the Summer Ag 
Institute and we will also donate 3 
Scholarship awards to Lane County 
4-H for Educational boards at our 
local fair.

Our Summer fundraiser “Function 4 
Junction Root beer float stand” will 
be held June 2nd.  If you are out at 
the Function please stop by and say 
hi.

We are looking forward to the OWA 
Auction and have received some 
great donations.  To name just a few; 
2 Willamette Country Music festival 
tickets, 1/2 hog cut and wrapped, 
Generator & several Lane County 
activity packages with many fun 
places to go, see and do in Lane 
County.

Lane County OWA meets on the first 
Friday, 8:15 am at Citizens Bank in 
Junction City.  We meet every other 
month October - June 

Evening meetings are being held on a 
trial bases the third week of the 
month (day & location TBD).  We will 
meet opposite months as the Morn-
ing meetings for members that are 
not able to attend the Morning meet-
ings.  Past evening meetings were 
held at Farm Fancy and Hayworth 
Estate Wines both in Coburg.  

Happy Spring from Lane County.   
Mary Howarth, Secretary
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EVERY DAY IS EARTH DAY 
FOR FARMERS AND RANCH-
ERS. (1992 OWA bumper 
sticker). And, our :60 second 
radio spot:
We provide the world with the 
basics to sustain life and 

Courtesy of 
Deanna Dyksterhuis, Historian

economies. We are able to accomplish this because of our unique 
opportunity to own private property and care for our natural 
resources.
      
Without the steward, the resource is unprotected. Without the 
shepherd, the flock will scatter.  Without the guardian, the ocean 
is at risk. Without the caretaker, the forest will burn.

We are those who choose to live our lives on the land and the sea 
providing the world with food, shelter, fiber, energy and minerals 
fueling the American Dream.

We are the Stewards. We are the Shepherds. We are the Guard-
ians. We are the Caretakers. We are the Conservationists.

We live and work with the environment every day to provide 
millions of people with a safe, abundant food supply. This mes-
sage brought to you by.......Oregon Women for Agriculture.
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people in the office, how do you pay 
for adding more staff to deal with 
government paperwork? What hap-
pens is that big businesses gobble up 
small businesses."

“If you look into the future, this is a 
definite opportunity for our area,” 
Boshart-Davis added. “The Millers-
burg property is a great place for 
something like this to be sited. It has 
excellent railroad and Interstate 5 
access.”

Boshart-Davis grew up on a family 
farm and spent time working in 
Arizona and Nevada after college 
before returning to work in the family 
business in 2005. In 2015, she was 
chosen as National Farm Mom of the 
Year out of more than 1,400 nomi-
nees.

Boshart-Davis has been endorsed by 
Linn County Commissioner Roger 
Nyquist, who called her a “common-
sense leader who understands the 
issues facing our community and has 
the skills to make a positive differ-
ence.”

Janet Steele, president of the Albany 
Chamber of Commerce, said 
Boshart-Davis “will bring a wealth of 
knowledge, experiences and exper-
tise to the Oregon House of Repre-
sentatives. Throughout her life, Shelly 
has taken an active and positive lead-
ership role. She does her homework, 
knows the issues, recognizes chal-
lenges and is prepared to advocate 
for her future constituents. I am sure 
Shelly will be a tremendous asset and 
strong advocate for us as our next 
representative.”

Davis runs for Position 15
From Page 1 

To learn more about 
Shelly’s campaign, 

go to 
ShellyBoshartDavis.com

Oregon Women in Timber sponsor Ag-Timber parade
Ag-Timber parade fun for the whole family

Family fun, local vendors and 
big equipment is what you 
can expect in Island City on 

May 18th
OWIT will once again host 
the Ag-Timber parade and 

activities
Fun starts at 6 p.m. in the 

Oxarc/Urban Vine parking lot
Line up for the parade starts 

at 6:30 p.m.
Contact Tiffany Sherman at 

541.962.2069 or 
tiffanysherman@bc.com if 
you want to participate in 

the parade.



Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom Literacy Project 
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Oregon Ag in the Classroom

The book this year, Apples to Oregon by Deborah Hop-
kinson gives a fun-filled glimpse into the real story of how 
Oregon’s first orchards began and the courageous efforts 
by America’s early farmers. The delightful illustrations 
and fun language bring the story to life. This year’s book 
is complimented by an activity that provides students 
with the opportunity to image they are farmers with their 
own apple orchards, comparing the historical challenges 
with modern day challenges farmers face! 

Oregon State University student, Brecklin Milton, reads 
Apples to Oregon to a classroom in Turner

Now is the time to volunteer! 

The time is now to participate in the project! Bring agri-
cultural education to students in your community by 
reaching out to your local schools or fulfilling one of our 
requests for volunteers. Visit our website 
(oregonaitc.org/programs/literacy-project/) to sign-up or 
contact Danielle Meyersick. 

For more information about the program or to sign up to 
read to a classroom contact Danielle Meyersick, 
(541)737-8629 or Danielle.meyersick@oregonstate.edu 

Dona Coon
The 2018 Oregon Women for Agricul-
ture Award was presented to Mr. Bob 
Spinney of Albany. Bob has been a 
tireless advocate for agriculture and 
especially the OWA. He worked as a 
crop research assistant at OSU and 
them most of his career as a crop 
protection specialist at various com-
panies. His willingness to do anything 
from sweeping floors or being Master 
of Ceremonies for an event is a char-
acter quality. Bob worked at 110% of 
his personal capacity and would bring 
recruits with him to get the job done.

He has received numerous recogni-
tions and awards for his contributions 

2018 OWA Service Award

Dona Coon, Kristi Miller, Betty Jo Smith, Helle Ruddenklau, Katie Glaser, Bob Spinney, 
Carrol Spinney, Ronda Dannen, Lori Boshart, Martha Glaser and Debbie CrockerContinued on page  10
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Dona Coon
Edith Miller 
passed away on 
February 17, 
2018. Edith was 
involved in the 
foundation of the 
OWA organiza-
tion. She was 
born in 1919 in 
New York City 
and spent most 
of her childhood 
in The Dalles. She 
attended Oregon 
A g r i c u l t u r e 
College in 

Oregon Women for Agriculture Legacies
Preface, Tracy Durest
Eileen Zielinski, a 
longtime member 
and leader of 
Oregon Women for 
Agriculture passed 
away on March 29th.  
She served as 
Marion/Clackamas 
Chapter President in 
1974 and OWA State  
President in 1976.  In 
November 1974 she 
traveled with nine 
other OWA mem-
bers to Milwaukee 
Wisconsin to attend 
a forum sponsored 

Corvallis and studied Fiber Arts. There she met her future 
husband, Clair Miller and they were married on his family 
farm south of Corvallis.

Edith worked with her husband in the running of the farm 
and together they raised three sons. She was the editor 
of the Cultivator from 1986–1996. She also served as 
historian during these years. She volunteered with the 
Linn Benton Ag Fest (an event that occurred before the 
current Ag Fest was started in Salem) that was held yearly 
at the Benton County Fairgrounds. She brought her spin-
ning wheel and weaving loom and demonstrated how 
wool went from sheep to fabric. Edith appliqued several 
of the original OWA quilt blocks, designed the pattern 
used on our handkerchiefs and spent many shifts in the 
OWA State Fair Booth. Edith was involved at every level 
of OWA and was there to work and get the job done. As 
her health declined she continued to support the organi-
zation by paying her yearly dues.

She represented OWA at several AAW National Conven-
tions and tried to never miss an OWA Auction Dinner. 
Edith is a part of the Oregon Agriculture Hall of Fame at 
Oregon State University. She loved agriculture and shar-
ing that love with future generations. Her participation in 
the beginning of this organization was important and she 
will be missed by her family and OWA. Her daughter in 
law, Tina Miller, continues her commitment to agriculture 
and Oregon Women for Agriculture.

Edith Miller Eileen Zielinski

by Farm Wife News that resulted in the formation of 
American Agriwomen, a national organization that was 
(and still is) devoted to promoting agriculture for the ben-
efit of the American people and around the world. 
(Capital Press, December 6, 1974)   According to OWA 
member, Deanna Dyksterhuis , “Eileen was a focused 
president of OWA, good at delegating and encouraging 
new members to become active and then giving them 
credit for accomplishing a task. She also understood the 
importance of networking with other groups and agen-
cies in communicating the story of agriculture”.  

In memory of Eileen and her work in advocating for agri-
culture, the OWA Board of Directors has approved a $100 
memorial donation to the American Agriwomen Founda-
tion to be used for scholarships.  

Thank you Eileen, for helping to blaze the trail for Oregon 
Women for Agriculture members and inspiring the next 
generation by your leadership.   

Eileen was born in Salem to parents John and Ida 
Susbauer.  She attended school at St. Joseph, Sacred 
Heart, and Salem High.  After a year at Willamette Univer-
sity and a year at Oregon State, she began work as a legal 
secretary in the state judicial system. On November 24, 
1956, she married Stephen E. Zielinski and began her life 
as spouse, mother of 5 children, business owner, farm wife 
and community volunteer. 

Continued on page 10
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Tracy Duerst
Our OWA historian and past OWA 
President 1986-87, Deanna Dykster-
huis, has retired her scissors, glue 
sticks and paper punches after 
getting all the OWA history scrap-
books up to date.  She is ready to 
hand off the project to our next OWA 
Historian.  Thank you Deanna for your 
work as our OWA Historian!  I know 
that your scrapbooks will be enjoyed 
for generations to come. Although we 
are all busy focusing on the current 
issues facing agriculture today, it’s 
important to maintain our history.  I 
believe that there is someone out 
there, one of our members, who 
would love to spend some time 
collecting and assembling photos, 
articles and other documents of all 
the work our members are doing.  If 
this sounds like something you would 
enjoy doing, please consider volun-
teering to be the Historian, which can 
be done from anywhere in the state.  

In addition to gathering current infor-
mation, we are also looking for a 
volunteer to scan all the historical  
scrapbooks and post them to our 
Members Only Facebook site so they 
are available for all our members to 
enjoy.  The scanning can be done as 
simply as taking a picture of the scrap-
book page with your I-pad or cell 
phone, saving it in a file within Google 
Drive or Dropbox, then uploading it 
to a labeled album on the members 
page of Facebook.  No special scan-
ning equipment is required.  

The scrapbooks will soon make their 
way to the OWA storage unit to be 
stored in airtight containers and avail-
able to “check out” by chapters for all 
to enjoy.  Please consider helping us 
with these worthwhile projects!  If you 
are interested or need more informa-
tion, please contact me at 
taduerst@gmail.com and I’ll be happy 
to get you started!

to Ag related organizations including 
FFA, Oregon Society of Weed 
Science, and many more. Bob has 
published articles on crop protection 
in industry, educational and supplier 
publications and assisted in research 
with OSU, OSU Extension and local 
farmers.

Bob has been an active supporter of 
agriculture and especially OWA for 
decades. His participation in our 
annual auction included selling Pick-
A-Prize tickets in competition with 
Tom Wells. You may remember him as 
the guy in the tuxedo! He has faith-
fully support this organization. He has 
been auctioned off as a slave multiple 
times in the oral auction several times 
resulting in thousands of dollars in 

Spinney receives Service Award
From Page 6 

Married over 61 years, Stephen and 
Eileen loved to travel and spent time 
on almost every continent.  Eileen was 
devoted to her faith serving through 
the years as Eucharistic minister, 
religious education teacher, RCIA 
sponsor and on various pastoral com-
mittees.  She also found time to volun-
teer in schools, agricultural organiza-
tions, and social service groups.  
Eileen served 22 years on the Marion 
Polk Food Share board holding lead-
ership roles there, as well as at the 
state and national level in Women for 
Agriculture and on the Oregon State 
Board of Agriculture.
 
Eileen was a very compassionate, 
intelligent woman who consistently 
and assertively put forth her views and 
worked to build a better world.  Her 
ability to juggle farm life while raising 

Eileen Zielinski

donations. 

His most recent contribution to agri-
cultural education is his involvement 
in the placement and upkeep of crop 
identification signs throughout the 
Willamette Valley and I-5 corridor. He 
has diligently kept signs current with 
the crop being grown. His career has 
been based on personal relationships 
and he has consistently used that 
knowledge to further the goals of 
OWA and educate the public on agri-
culture issues. He loves OWA and has 
been active in showing that dedica-
tion with his time, talent and funds. 
Previous winners of this honor are Dr. 
Greg Thompson, Dr. Lee Cole, Mark 
Melby,  and George Taylor. Congratu-
lations to Bob Spinney as the 2018 
OWA Service Award Winner.

kids and inspiring others to volunteer 
was tremendous.  Even as life slowed 
down, she continued to create and 
lead new community assets, such as 
the non-denominational monthly 
Keizer Community Dinner at St. 
Edward.  
      
Surviving Eileen is her husband of 61 
years, Stephen, and five children: 
Mary (Mark Bogert), Mark (Sharon), 
Kevin (Vicki), Theresa (Bill Haskins), 
and John (Jeanne).  Eileen also 
celebrated many years of joy with 12 
grandchildren and 6 great-
grandchildren.  Rosary is at 10:00 a.m. 
on Friday, April 13, followed at 10:30 
by the Celebration of Life, St. Edward 
Catholic Church,5305 River Rd N., 
Keizer. Internment at Brooks Catholic 
Cemetery. Donations can be made to 
St Edward’s Building Fund or Marion-
Polk Food Share. 

From Page 9 

OWA Seeks 
Historian

Thank you so much Deanna for contributing to the 
“Back in the Day” column! I’m so happy you took the time to 
dig up the information to share with all of us!  -Jess Schiller
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Tara J. Jackson
The Oregon Women for Agriculture 
assembled in Astoria in mid-February 
for their annual convention. The Yam-
hill County chapter hosted the event 
this year with assistance from Orego-
nians for Food and Shelter and the 
Clatsop County Oregon State Univer-
sity Extension office. Astoria proved to 
be a beautiful back drop for conven-
tion. The event was held at the Holiday 
Inn, right on the Columbia River, thus 
attendees were treated to a view of 
the river as they listed to the speakers. 
Attendance was great with 45 regis-
tered attendees and a slightly bigger 
group for dinner.

The theme of this year’s convention 
was “Connecting Women Leaders.” 
Activities kicked off on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 15, with food and drinks in the 
hospitality suite and a Town Hall 
discussion lead by Helle Ruddenklau. 
Friday, February 16, was packed with 
speakers and off site tours. Attendees 
had a peek into the lives of fishing 
families during the Newport 
Fishermen’s Wives Panel. The panel 
discussion was a good reminder to 
many members of the strength that 
female advocacy brings to respective 
industries and just how many like-
minded organizations exist in Oregon 
with which the Oregon Women for 
Agriculture may collaborate. Next, 
attendees learned about forestry from 
a panel of female foresters, including a 
forester from Hampton Lumber, Lewis 
and Clark national historical Park, and 
the Oregon Department of Forestry. 
The panel shared interesting insights 
about the challenges of complying with 
regulations on the ground in real world 

active forest environments and forestry 
activities.

The group then piled into a charter bus 
and were off for the tour portion of the 
day. The first stop was the OSU 
Seafood Lab, to learn about the 
research the lab does to develop viable 
products from seafood by-products, 
such as Surimi. Tour attendees learned 
that Surimi is made from white fish, 
such as Alaska pollock and Pacific whit-
ing from the cold water of the north 
Pacific. This fish is inferior from a 
processing standpoint from higher 
value fish, such as salmon, because of 
its consistency, however it contains 
nutrient rich protein. Thus, it is 
processed into bricks, frozen and then 
shipped to be stabilized with starch, 
colored and flavored and then molded 
into shapes for use as Surimi. This 
product provides a stable year round 
market for Newport and Astoria fisher-
ies!

Back into the buses the group went 
and off to Warrenton for a tour of 
Hampton Lumber Mill. The Mill was not 
operating during the tour, however 
attendees obtained a full picture of the 
milling process through a walking tour 
of the Mill and video presentation of 
the mill in action. The automation of 
the milling process was quite a feat to 
behold. Tour attendees also learned 
that Hampton does a tremendous 
amount of outreach to the youth in 
Warrenton, providing internships and 
other educational opportunities and 
jobs. This outreach includes Hampton’s 
new partnership with the Girls Build 
program, a Portland-based non-profit, 
to bring a summer camp to Warrenton 

this summer with the goal to close the 
gender gap in skilled trades, such as 
their lumber business.

Friday concluded with a dinner buffet 
catered by local restaurant Silver 
Salmon Grille, followed by a dinner 
program, including poetry readings 
from three FisherPoets, preparing for 
the 2018 FisherPoets Gathering, to be 
held in Astoria the following weekend 
and Columbia River Barge Pilot Cap-
tain, Dan Jordan. The poetry was a 
picture of each fisherman’s love for the 
sea and a conveyed the heart and soul 
of this time honored industry. Captain 
Jordan regaled attendees and dinner 
guests with a fantastic presentation of 
the harrowing task Columbia River Bar 
Pilots take on to board and pilot 
vessels across the Columbia River Bar, 
one of the most challenging stretches 
of water in the world! His presentation 
certainly provided our members with a 
great appreciation for any cargo we 
rely on that crosses the Columbia River 
Bar.

Convention wrapped up on Saturday, 
with Oregon Women for Agriculture’s 
annual Board meeting, which included 
a lively discussion of by-laws changes 
and election of officers, including Helle 
RuddenKlau as our new President and 
Mallory Phelan as our new 1st Vice 
President. Mary Hood remains 2nd 
Vice President, Emily Duerst remains 
Recording Secretary, Tracy Duerst 
remains Treasurer, and Jessica Hanna-
Locke remains Corresponding Secre-
tary. The officers were honored with a 
lovely ceremony passing the light of 
Oregon Women for Agriculture to each 
officer to spread during their tenure.

Oregon Women for Agriculture Invade Astoria for State Convention
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On OWA’s homepage 
click on upper right 
Amazon.com link 

OWA receives a percentage! On average 4% per item based on 
your purchase. www.owaonline.org

Donate to OWA while you shop!

Come spend an evening with Dr. 
Temple Grandin, professor of animal 
science at Colorado State University, 
consultant to the livestock industry 
on animal behavior, and autism 
spokesperson. 

She is one of the first individuals on 
the autism spectrum to publicly share 
insights from her personal experi-
ence of autism and its relation to 
animals.

Dr. Grandin will discuss autism and its 
advantage in working with animals. 
Whether you are a member of the 
autism community or the livestock 
arena, you will find this talk informa-
tive and unforgettable.

Thursday, August 2nd
BENAROYA HALL
S. Mark Taper Foundation 
Auditorium
200 University Street
Seattle, WA 98101

Registration is $60
*Parking is $16*

Event Schedule:
5:30pm Doors Open
6:30 Dr. Temple Grandin Speaks 
7:45 Photo and Book Signing 
Opportunity
9:00 Event Ends

Daughters of American Agriculture 
Scholarship due June 1st
The American Agri-Women (AAW) 
Foundation stands behind young 
women in ag — so much they’re offer-
ing to give two young women a 
boost. 

Daughters of American Agriculture 
Scholarship was created to honor the 
memory of courageous and adven-
turesome pioneer 
women who 
played such an 
important role in 
the founding of 
this nation and 
encourage the 
present generation 
to continue their 
education in agri-
cultural pursuits. 
Jean Ibendahl 
Scholarship and 
Sister Thomas More Bertels Scholar-
ship were created to fulfill this 
purpose.

These two scholarships are available 
to any farm, ranch, or agribusiness 
woman or her daughter to pursue 
accredited courses in agriculture lead-
ership, communications, rural sociol-
ogy, medicine, or any other courses 
directly related to agriculture.

The Jean Ibendahl Scholarship was 

initiated in 1991 by AAW member and 
educator, Jean Ibendahl of Tamaroa, 
Illinois. It was later supported by a 
generous endowment of $10,000 by 
Jean and her husband Calvin. It is 
further maintained by donations by 
AAW members and affiliates. This 
scholarship is available to high school 
graduates and women aged 18 – 23.

The Sister Thomas 
More Bertels 
Scholarship was 
begun in 1991 to 
honor a founding 
mother of AAW. 
Sister Thomas 
More Bertels was a 
history teacher at 
Silver Lake College 
in Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin. She 

traveled the United States and 
Canada extolling the virtues of agri-
culture and empowering producers to 
realize their potential. This scholar-
ship is available to women who are 
returning students in agriculture and 
are 24 years or older.

Both scholarships are for $1,000. 
Applications must be postmarked by 
June 1 of each year. You can acquire 
the application at 
americanagriwomen.org.

An Evening 
with Temple Grandin: 
Connecting Animal 
Behavior and Autism
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Receive 
The Cultivator
by email only 
(no printed copy) 

Contact Mary Hood at: 
hoodm@columbiabank.com

AAW Mid Year
Helle Ruddenklau
Tracy and Emily Duerst as well as 
myself were able to attend the AAW 
Mid Year meeting in St. Louis, March 
22nd – 24th. This meeting is to 
update AAW’s policy statements 
before we go to Washington, D.C. for 
Fly-In in June. 

Besides spirited discussions about 
policies, we were able to do few fun 
things as well. We toured the famous 
St. Louis Arch, ate some authentic 
BBQ and had a tour of Monsanto’s 
research facility. 

This was my first Mid-Year meeting, 
and it was interesting to meet women 
from throughout the country and hear 
their perspectives on issues facing 
agriculture. As always, I’m impressed 
by the knowledge of the women 
involved in our organization. 

As president, my travel to national 
events is paid out of the OWA 
budget. We also have funds available 
for other members to offset the cost 
of travel, hotel, and registration, and I 
would encourage members to apply 
for those travel grants. The form is 
available on the members only 
portion of the website and must be 
approved prior to travel. You may not 
get the whole cost covered, but we 
should be able to cover a significant 
portion of it. There are also funds 
available from AAW to cover the cost 
for first time attendees to attend a 
national convention. Let me know if 
you are interested.

Tracy Duerst, Emily Duerst and Helle 
Ruddenklau at the St. Louis Arch

WEBSITE REDESIGN
The OWA website is going to 
be getting a face lift thanks 

to Arwen McGilvra and small 
committee of members, but 
they need your help. Please 
take the time to fill out this 
survey and they would like 
non-members to participate 

as well. Watch out for an 
email blast soon and please 
participate by April 30th! 

https://goo.gl/forms/Eqx9Xg
0u6Bh5PiXg1

Dona Coon
OWA has been invited to participate in “FUN AT THE PARK” at the Power-
land Heritage Park in Brooks on Saturday, May 19th. They are expecting 
several hundred children to attend with their parents and experience how 
things were done in the old days. Previous activities have included washing 
clothes in a tub with a scrub board and thrashing wheat. There will be 
vendors under the trees and some of the many steam operated equipment 
will be running.

OWA is planning for our exhibit to include the following:
-Harvest Then & Now Photos
-Highlighting top crops grown in Oregon with tactile/sensory displays of 
hazelnuts, mint, sheep, cattle, ryegrass & nursery
-Careers in Agriculture
-Official State Display (nut, flower, drink, soil, etc.)
-Looping video display of promotional videos (crop signs, Summer Ag Insti-
tute, etc.)

Fun at the Park Family Day runs from 9am-4pm, we need members to staff 
the area and assist with hands on activities for the kids. We have decided to 
do a seed germination activity, ice cream in a bag and have a story corner 
where we will feature “Apples to Oregon.” Please consider signing up on 
the OWA website for helping with the activity or setting up on the Thursday 
before. 

OWA has also been asked to set up and maintain a permanent display about 
our organization at the site. The committee is working on what would be 
included after participating in the Family Day.

This is an amazing opportunity to educate the community about Oregon 
Agriculture and for OWA to be recognized as an organization. Come and be 
a part of this fun activity. If you have questions you can call Dona Coon or 
contact Mallory Phelan.

Fun at the Park Family Day at 
Powerland Heritage Park
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Helle Ruddenklau, Auction Chair
I hope to see you all on Saturday, April 21st 
for the 31st annual OWA auction! We have 
some fantastic items donated already, but 
there is still time for those last-minute addi-
tions, so get the information to Emily as 
soon as you can and then bring the dona-
tions on Friday, April 20th for setup. We 
start around 9 am and go till around 5 pm. 
Extra help for setup is always welcome, so if 
you have a few hours to spare, please plan 
on staying for a while. Encourage friends 
and family to attend the auction. Tickets are 
$60 now and can be purchased by filling 
out the online form and getting that infor-
mation to Tracy Duerst. The auction is a 
great social event for all of agriculture and a 
wonderful opportunity to promote the mis-
sion of OWA. With around a thousand 
attendees it is a big event to put on, but the 
auction committee has been amazing and 
each chair has efficiently organized their 
own area. We can be proud of our auction, 
so I hope you get a chance to attend and to 
enjoy it!

4:30 • Silent Auction | 6:15 • Dinner | 7:45 • Live Auction

31st Annual
Auction Update

Auction
 and Dinner
Linn County 

Fair and Expo 
Center

NOT TOO LATE TO DONATE 
AN AUCTION ITEM

Email completed 
donation forms to Emily Duerst
emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com
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AG-PAC 2018 Primary Election Endorsements

The Century and Sesquicentennial Farm & Ranch Program, 
administered by the OFB Foundation for Education, was 
created to honor the families who are to thank for Oregon 
agriculture’s rich heritage.
Visit centuryfarm.oregonfb.org for information.

The deadline for applications for the 
2018 class of Century/Sesquicentennial 

Farms and Ranches is May 1st

Please send information updates and news to 
Jessica Jansen to be posted on the website jessicabudge@gmail.com
Want to see your updates faster? Volunteer to manage your Chapters 

page! Contact Arwen McGilvra for information the.tech.chef@gmail.com 

The 31st Annual OREGON AG 
FEST is coming to the Oregon State 
Fairgrounds on Saturday, April 28th 
& Sunday, April 29th! Virtually all 
activities at the event are free of 
charge. Thanks to our sponsors, 
kids ride ponies, plant seedlings, 
watch sheep get sheared, pet farm 
animals and much more!

Saturday, April 28th
8:30am - 5:00pm
Sunday, April 29th
10:00am - 5:00pm

At the Oregon State Fairgrounds
2330 17th St. NE, Salem, OR 97301

FREE for children 12 & under
$9 entry fee for ages 13 & up
FREE parking. Advanced, 
discounted tickets will be available 
at your local Wilco.

Purchase tickets online, visit our 
website www.oragfest.com

Sign up to 
volunteer at the 
OWA booth at 
owaonline.org
April 28th and 29th



16 Spring 2018

Bruce Pokarney, ODA News
The latest thing brewing between 
Oregon and its largest agricultural 
trade partner, Japan, is a collabora-
tion that centers around craft brew-
ing. Oregon has the expertise and 
reputation, Japan has the interest and 
some exciting, new ingredients. This 
mixture of cultures and flavors will 
culminate this spring with a special 
“collabo” beer and cider festival in 
Portland that craft beverage lovers 
can enjoy.

“Oregon is known worldwide as the 
leader in craft beer and it’s also 
getting a strong reputation for our 
craft ciders. With that recognition, 
Japanese brewers are coming to our 
state to learn. They want to be 
inspired. They are connecting with our 
brewers and enjoying our beer.”

Craft beer is becoming very popular 
and trendy in Japan. There are some 
domestic brands, but the Japanese 
also enjoy several Oregon craft beers 
that do well overseas.

Many beer aficionados know that 
Oregon, with more than 230 compa-
nies, leads all states in the number of 
craft breweries. Oregon also is 
number one in consumption of craft 
beer per capita. So, a visit by Japa-
nese brewers to the mecca of craft 
brewing is something everyone looks 
forward to.

Presently, there may be a travel imbal-
ance with more Japanese brewers 
coming to Oregon than the other way 
around, but Tomas Sluiter, owner of 
Culmination Brewing of Portland, is 
one of those who has frequently 
trekked to Japan to capture some of 
the unique ingredients that character-
ize a “collabo beer”.

“We created a beer with Ise Kadoya 
Microbrewery. They shipped us a very 

specific yeast that is proprietary to 
them. It was isolated from a tree in the 
Shinto shrine garden in Ise. We 
propped it up in a local yeast lab here 
and brewed a type of witbier with 
fresh, California-grown yuzu fruit. We 
call it Amaterasu after the goddess 
worshipped in the Shinto religion. 
That beer turned out fantastic, and we 
had it released both in Oregon and 
Japan.”

Another Culmination collaboration 
was “Kara Sakura”, a unique beer for 
the Japanese consumer. Rose hips 
and Oregon cherries were added to a 
kettle sour base. Other collabo brews 
have been developed by Culmination 
and other local microbreweries-
some of those beers have been one-
and-done, others have gone into 
wider production.

On Saturday, April 21 at Culmination 
Brewing in Portland, craft beer lovers 
will have a chance to enjoy the Fuji to 
Hood Collabo Beer and Cider Festi-
val. This one-of-a-kind event brings 
together 11 teams pairing brewers 
from both Japan and Oregon. Each 
team will make a beer or cider that 
must contain at least one Japanese-
type ingredient. Examples include red 
shiso leaf, shiitake mushroom powder, 
Japanese citrus fruits, wild Japanese 
yeast, and Japanese flowers. Two of 
the Japanese brewers are female, 
which is extremely rare in Japan. 

“It’s our hope to continue hosting the 
Fuji to Hood in future years with the 
possibility of having a similar festival 
in Japan,” says event coordinator Red 
Gillen, a Portlander with strong ties to 
Japan and a passion for bringing 
people together. He believes Orego-
nians should be excited about these 
types of activities.

“First of all, the beer is going to be 
awesome and unique. None of the 

Raising a toast to Oregon-Japan collabo brews

beers have ever been made before 
and may only be made this one time 
by the teams ofexpert brewers. 
Secondly, collaboration creates 
deeper bonds between Oregon and 
Japan.”

A strong contingent of Japanese 
brewers, writers, and beer drinkers 
are expected to come to Oregon. 
 
“This collabo brew effort could be a 
vehicle for other Oregon products,” 
says ODA’s Yoshioka. “We have excel-
lent fruit—adding a fruit flavor to 
beer continues to be a trend. We also 
have some craft malters. The malting 
takes place right on the farm where 
the barley is grown.”

“The chance to become friends with 
people from other cultures and to 
appreciate their language, food, 
drink, and art is one of the most 
enriching experiences one can have. 
It’s through these efforts that other 
countries and cultures become less 
abstract and more human. Regardless 
of which language you say ‘cheers’, it 
still means you are sharing a drink 
with friends.”
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Zippy Duvall, American Farm 
Bureau Federation President
Most of us have been on an old dirt 
road that’s muddy, potholed and 
narrow, with deep gullies on both 
sides. But at the end of that road is a 
good fishing hole, the old family 
homeplace or maybe a beautiful old 
country church. The ride to get there 
may be bumpy, but it’s worth it to get 
to our destination.

All of America’s farmers and ranchers 
are on a bumpy road these days. 
Farm income on average is about half 
of what it was five years ago. And 
now things could get worse because 
of the very real threat of tariff retalia-
tion by one of our biggest trading 
partners, China. In response to the 
steel and aluminum tariffs that the 
Trump administration put in place, 
which took effect on March 23, China 
announced a proposal to hit U.S. 
products with tariffs of its own. U.S. 
pork exports would be hardest hit, 
with a new tariff of 25 percent. Our 
wine, fruit and nut exports would face 
a 15 percent tariff. It was a relief to 
see soybeans left off the retaliation 
list—for now. Soybeans are our No. 1 
ag export to China, with a value of 
about $12.4 billion; they make up 63 
percent of our ag exports to that 
country in 2017. But pork comes in at 
No. 5, with about $660 million worth 
of exports to China. China’s retalia-
tory tariffs aren’t in place yet, but just 
the mere threat of retaliation can 
throw our commodity markets off into 
the ditch. 

 If U.S. agricultural exports go down, 
the pain will be felt by shippers, food 
manufacturers and thousands of 
employees who work in those 
sectors.
It’s not only farmers and ranchers who 
will be affected. If U.S. agricultural 
exports go down, the pain will be felt 
by shippers, food manufacturers and 

thousands of employees who work in 
those sectors. In fact, it is forecast 
that the 26,000 steel and aluminum 
jobs saved will be outnumbered by 
the 31,500 ag-related jobs lost (out of 
a total of 495,000 jobs our economy 
could lose overall). The price could be 
even steeper if China chooses to hit 
our soybean market. I don’t think that 
will happen—China needs to import a 
lot of soybeans to feed its chickens 
and pigs. China decided, decades 
ago, to use its arable land to grow 
grains for human consumption and 
prevent future famine. As a result, it is 
very dependent on the U.S. and other 
countries for its supply of soybeans 
for feed. But that doesn’t mean this 
“trade war” couldn’t escalate to the 
point where China feels pushed to hit 
us even harder.

It’s scary to be on this road. We don’t 
yet know how deep the potholes will 
be. We’re not even sure what the 
destination will look like. It is frustrat-
ing to see a sector where the U.S. 
actually has a trade surplus of more 
than $17 billion threatened by tough 

talk and threats toward some of our 
most important trade partners. But 
administration officials, from the 
President on down, have assured us 
that American agriculture will come 
out on the other side of these trade 
disputes and negotiations better than 
we were before. We are hearing of 
talks between U.S. and China officials 
and we’re hopeful for a resolution. 
We’ll have to wait and see if the desti-
nation is worth the bumpy ride. Mean-
while, we’re buckled up, but we’re 
also honking our horn. We’re letting 
the administration know that the 
trade rhetoric and actions will take a 
toll on American agriculture—and it 
comes at a tough time for our indus-
try.

Most American farmers and ranchers 
are thankful for what this President is 
doing to reduce federal regulations 
and taxes, and begin to rebuild our 
infrastructure. The bumpy road 
toward better trade relationships 
makes us nervous, but we have reason 
to believe that this President will keep 
his promises to rural America.



Upcoming State 
Board 

Meetings
All starting @ 9 am

May 18th
USDA Service Center, 2325 

River Rd. Ste. 3, The Dalles, OR

June 15th
Central Oregon
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Dear OWA Ladies,
On behalf of the Talk About Trees forest education 
program and Oregon Women in Timber, we thank 
you for your donation of the following items to our 
recent annual auction, held Wednesday, February 
21, 2018 at the Eugene Hilton Hotel & Conferenc-
Center. 

Reserved Table of eight for $500 

The event was a great success!  We brought in over $123,000 which is dedi-
cated to Talk About Trees, our statewide forest education program for pre-
kindergarten through 8th grade students.  Since 1991, we have reached 
over 3 Million Students!  The auction 
clearly plays an important role in 
Oregon Women in Timber’s ability to 
keep Talk About Trees growing!  

Paul & Robert Wampler, Inc., of Klam-
ath Falls won the “Partners in Educa-
tion” fundraiser which raised funds 
for both the OLC Scholarship Foun-
dation and the Talk About Trees edu-
cation program.  The prize was a $500 
Meredith Lodging gift certificate. A 
big thank you goes out to everyone 
that purchased a ticket. 

The NW Ford Dealers Advertising 
Association helped us out with a 
$5,000 donation. They have donated 
a total of $101,000 to OWIT since 
2002.  We appreciate their continued 
support.  Please thank your local Ford 
dealers next time you visit a Ford 
dealership! 

We also thank the Oregon Logging 
Conference for partnering with us 
each year during their event.  
Together we continue to make a 
difference by supporting forestry 
education and the future of our indus-
try.  

We look forward to seeing you all 
again next year and hope that you 
had a great time at our event.  Thank 
you again for your support!

Sincerely,
Diann Washburn, Auction Chair
Oregon Women in Timber



buttons, pulling the levers and watching 
everything light up. My dad was right 
behind her showing her everything she 
missed.

There was a lot of new and great infor-
mation it had to offer. The displays were 
very kid friendly, but not so friendly that 
an adult couldn’t get anything from it. I 
grew up in Morrow County and I always 
knew it was very diverse agriculturally, 
but I found out there was more to it 
than I ever knew. My favorite was the 
map showing what products we manu-
factured and where they go through 
out the world.

Vey hated the cow milking machine, it 
was very loud for her little ears. I don’t 
think Pat (my husband) will have to 
worry about her converting our beef 
herd to milk cows any time soon. Her 
and my dad tried crashing a CASE 
tractor a few times on the simulator 
without much success.

Get out there! Contact your local business 
about supporting OWA

18048 Middle Rock Creek Ln • Arlington, OR 97812

Gary & Karen Wilde
541.454.2994

1/41/4

Mary Hood
VP, AG Lending Officer
P 503.566.3835 | C 541.979.2199
hoodm@columbiabank.com • columbiabank.com

You’ll Notice the Difference

If you still see us as just a bank, 
dig a little deeper.

3/4

Make checks payable to Oregon Women for Ag (OWA) 
630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50 • Albany, Oregon 97321 

Contact Jess for sizes and advertising information jes.schiller@gmail.com 

Jess Schiller
Earlier last month I finally took my girls, 
Charlee (1) and Vey (3) to the SAGE 
(Sustainable Agriculture and Energy) 
Center. I don’t live under a rock, but I 
live at least 30 miles from most of civili-
zation, so that’s close enough to being 
housed by a rock. The point is, if you 
haven’t had a chance to check it out you 
really should.

For one, twenty bucks, and my dad, 
aunt, cousin and I had the run of the 
place. The girls were free due to their 
short stature. You can’t do anything 
with a family that large for twenty 
bucks.

Two, we went during the middle of the 
day on a Friday and NO ONE was there. 
Ok, so if anyone has taken a three year 
old anywhere you understand how awe-
some this is. I’m not saying I let my kid 
run crazy like a wild banshee but, she 
had so much fun pushing all the 

If you are ever traveling through Board-
man and have 20 minutes to an hour to 
spare, I would recommend checking it 
out. Their information can be found 
online visitsage.com

SAGE Center is Really Worth a Visit
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630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321
www.owaonline.org

Oregon AgFest • April 28th & 29th


