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Helle Ruddenklau
Another year and so another auction. This was my first as auction chair and I 
would like to thank everyone who contributed. You made my job so easy. The 
auction committee is truly amazing. I have not observed the full workings up close 
before, but we must have one of the smoothest operations around!

Another Year, Another Success for OWA Auction

The auction was a financial success. We 
netted around $80,000. This is an amaz-
ing number and allows us to operate 
well for the next year. It was also a fun 
event. It is one of the main social events 
for agriculture, and a lot of people look 
forward to it each year. We welcomed 
around 750 guests and I only heard 
positive feedback from everyone.

There are a few auction chairs who 
wish to step down, so be thinking 
about if you would like to help out 
next year. We will have our first meet-
ing in October.
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OWA membership yet this 
year, please consider doing 
soon so as soon as possible.  

Remember, your OWA 
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your membership with 

American Agri-Women!!
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Summer is upon us and with it the business of the season. I hope you all have 
a safe, abundant harvest. On our farm we have completed our first crop, 
meadowfoam, and are now ready to start the grass seed.

Our members have as always been engaged and busy. First off, we had a 
successful auction, which frees us up to focus on all our other activities. These 
activities include the Fly-In to Washington, D.C., our display and activities for 
family day at Antique Powerland, participating in AITC’s Ag Literacy project 
as well as the Summer Ag Institute. You will find more information on each of 
those and more in this issue of the Cultivator. I’m so proud to be part of this 
group of capable, involved women.

Please mark time in your calendar for the State Fair the end of August 
through Labor Day. Linn-Benton chapter is putting together the booth and it 
sounds like a good one. It is a great opportunity for us to reach out to our 
non-farming neighbors in the welcoming atmosphere of the State Fair. It is 
one of our most public events, yet we have had a hard time filling all the slots 
for volunteers. This is a perfect opportunity to invite a friend who is not 
currently a member to volunteer together with you. They can learn something 
about OWA and hopefully want to get more involved. They get a free ticket 
to the fair, a delicious ice cream cone and our thanks (together with $10 for 
your chapter). 

To formulate a vision for the future of OWA I’m working on lining up some 
strategic planning. I’m not sure yet on the timing or the exact way it will work, 
but I think it is worthwhile to take some time to focus on what makes OWA 
unique and how we can build on that. Stay tuned!

As you may know, OSU is currently in the final stages of their search for a new 
Dean of the College of Agriculture. I had a chance to meet the final two candi-
dates and provide input to the provost. Let’s hope for a successful outcome, 
as we really need a dean who can be a strong voice for agriculture in this 
state.

Remember that AAW has a monthly competition for photos tying the 
AgDay365 theme to food. Send your farm pictures to the AgDay365 face-
book page. Congratulations to Sarah Rucker for the winning photo for June. 
She won a bag full of swag!
Have a wonderful summer!

“Because I'm president of 
Oregon Women for Ag I was 
asked to give a short speech 

before the Volcanoes game as 
part of their Salute to Agricul-

ture on July 8th”
-Helle Ruddenklau
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Oregon Women for Agriculture • 1969-2017
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which the 

entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the production of food, feed, 
fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for profit, which provides a major source of income 

and capital for reinvestment.

OWA Goals:
• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the importance of agriculture 
to the economy and to the environment.
• To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.
• To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.
• To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard and dealt with fairly.
• To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture. OWA defines sustainable 
agriculture as using farm practices and resources that produce safe, high quality food and 
other products for America and the world resulting in profitable operations that improve the 
land and environment for future generations.

To join OWA, mail application and dues to the address below.
Dues are $45. per year for membership in OWA, AAW and your
county chapter, or as an at large member (where we don’t have

county chapters). See membership form in this issue.

Mail correspondence and payments to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture

630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321

www.owaonline.org

Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon
@ NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond 

Every other month: 
Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec
President: Jessica Hanna Locke 

541.408.5232 • auntjessa@hotmail.com

Lane: First Friday,  8:15 am, 
@ Citizens Bank, Juction City

Every other month October - June
President: Sarah Fay

541.736.2021 • sfay@citizensebank.com

Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm
President: Katie Glaser

541.936.0688
katieboshartglaser@gmail.com

Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon 
@ NW Farm Credit Services, 

Salem (N. of Costco).
No meetings in July and August

President: Mallory Phelan
541.990.9521 mallory@aglink.org

Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon 
@ area restaurants

President: Diann Washburn
503.370.8092 • diann@ofsonline.org

Yamhill: 3rd Tuesday, 7pm 
@ Citizens Bank, McMinnville

No meetings in July-Aug & Dec
President: Susie Kreder

503.864.2077 • bigal@onlinemac.com

Columbia Gorge: 2nd Tuesday, 5:30pm 
@ Casa El Mirador, The Dalles
Jan, March, May, Sept & Dec

President: Cindy Brown
541.993.5291 

Cindy.brown@oregonstate.edu

Eastern Oregon: 3rd Tuesday, 6 pm
Locations rotate between Umatilla 

& Morrow counties.
President: Josie Miles

541.705.5799 
Josie.Miles@northwestfcs.com
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tour and got a comprehensive over-
view of the National Mall and monu-
ments. 

We met with staff members from the 
Oregon Congressional offices and 
passed out Meadowfoam chap stick & 
honey sticks from Oregon along with 

a packet with 
the AAW posi-
tion statements 
and OWA info.  

Sarah and I had 
a person Capital 
tour from a staff 
member at Greg 
Walden’s office. 
Thank you to 
Tracy, Emily & 
Helle for making 
Sarah’s and my 
1st trip to Fly-in 
a great experi-
ence.

It was a lot of 
information and 
History in a 
short amount of 
time, but well 
worth it.   

OWA sets aside money each year to 
assist members who would like to 
attend events like AAW Fly-in.  So, if 
you haven’t gone before please 
consider attending next year.  It is a 
wonderful opportunity. 

Lane County will host the July State 
meeting on July 20th.

We are on break for the summer.  Our 
next meeting will to be October 5th 
at Citizen’s Bank in Junction City. 
November we will hold our annual 
membership social.  Date TBD.

Happy Harvest from Lane County.   
Mary Howarth, Secretary

What’s Happening Around the State
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Lane County
We finished the Ag in the Class 
literacy project strong and read to 46 
class rooms. That is up 12 class rooms 
from last year.  Thank you to Angie 
Gibson for taking on this huge task of 
scheduling and thank you to all our 
Volunteers for their time.

Our 2nd Annual 
root beer float 
fundraiser was 
held June 2nd 
during the Func-
tion 4 Junction.  
Each year we 
learn a little more 
and make a little 
more money. 
Thank you to our 
volunteers for 
taking time out of 
there busy sched-
ules to help put 
this fundraiser 
together.  I also 
want to thank 
Lochmead for 
donating the ice 
cream and Colum-
bia Distributing 
for donating the 
root beer.  

Sarah Puls and I were among 47 
women (5 representing Oregon) that 
attended the 2018 AAW Legislative 
Fly-in.  It was held June 3rd – 6th in 
Washington D.C. We meet some 
amazing women from across the 
country that are passionate about 
Agriculture.
  
Some highlights from our trip include 
attending the 25th Annual American 
Agri-women Symposium in the USDA 
building.  There were 4 speakers and 
the topic was Ag Trade – Critical for 
Agriculture Critical for the United 
States. We also took a monument 

Polk County
Polk OWA has had a busy spring. Our 
meetings have been consumed with 
considering plans for the 2019 Annual 
OWA meeting. We are excited to 
finalize our plans so we can share the 
information with you! Watch for 
details very soon!

Our summer plans include a booth at 
the Polk county fair, new questions for 
the Constitutional Essay set for this 
fall’s contest and helping with career 
booths in October. We also plan to 
host a membership event.

Our monthly meetings are held on the 
second Monday at 11:30 AM at the 
Eola Inn, Rock n Rogers Restaurant in 
west Salem.  All are welcome to join 
us for lunch or just come for the meet-
ing!

Diann Washburn, President

Marion-Clackamas 
The Marion-Clackamas chapter kicked 
off summer with a social in June held 
at the McNary Golf Course Restau-
rant in Keizer.

We had many members attend 
auction and it was a fantastic evening. 
Kudos to all OWA members who 
volunteered their time and talents to 
make it another successful fundraiser!
A few of our members volunteered at 
the Oregon Women for Agriculture's 
exhibit at Antique Powerland 
Museum's Family Fun Day on May 
19th. While there was as many kids in 
attendance we planned for, we still 
had a great time talking with kids and 
their parents about Oregon agricul-
ture. We had a number of interactive 
activities for kids including ice cream 
in a bag, germination in a bag, and a 
tactile seed identification test. We 
had our 3 videos looping on a TV as 
well as displays of products from 

Mary Howarth and Sarah Puls



Continued on page 6
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What’s Happening Around the State
hazelnuts, grass seed, cattle, nursery, 
peppermint, and sheep, plus big 
visual posters talking about the crops 
grown in our state and the efficiency 
of the modern farmer.
 
Our Oregon Trail Farms guide was 
distributed in the Statesman Journal 
for the 2018 season. We have 14 farm 
stands in the guide again this year. 
This is our biggest fundraiser of the 
season and helps get the word out 
about local farms to visit. Please 
follow us on Facebook 
@OregonTrailFarms or visit 
www.oregontrailfarms.com. 

We increased the amount of our 
scholarship from $500 to $1,000 this 
year. We received a number of appli-
cations for our scholarship and will be 
awarding it soon to a student from 
Marion or Clackamas county. 

Our next meeting will not be until 
September as we break for summer. 
We are looking forward to helping at 
the state fair and wish everyone a 
very safe, bountiful harvest!

Mallory Phelan, President

Linn/Benton
The last few months have been excit-
ing here for Linn/Benton Chapter. Our 
April meeting was held at Kristi 
Miller’s house. Of course one of our 
big topics was the OWA Auction. We 
had a guest speaker, Teri Plagmann. 
She is running for Linn County Circuit 
Court Judge, District 23, Position 3 
seat. 

It was fun to see so many members at 
the OWA Auction, both friday for 
setup and Saturday for the big event! 
I know everyone I saw that evening 
was having a great time. As always 
the food was amazing!! I wanted to 
publicly thank Helle Ruddenklau for 

the email she sent out thanking every-
one who was involved in making Auc-
tion what it is. It couldn’t have been a 
small task. It meant a lot to me and I 
know a lot of others as well. 

Our May meeting was held at Betty Jo 
Smith’s house. I think it was the quick-
est chapter meeting I have been to 
since joining. Everyone was on point 
with their reports and we flew 
through the meeting. After the meet-
ing ended we put together cookie 
boxes for the oyster cookers who 
helped at the auction. Everyone 
brought a couple dozen cookies. We 
worked together to get the boxes 
filled and a bow tied around them. 
Thank you to everyone who was there 
to help. A big thank you to Virginia 
Kutsch who did all the thank you 
notes for each box. 

May 19th was the Powerland Heritage 
Park, “Fun at the Park” day. From the 
stories I have heard it sounds like our 
OWA display and activities were a hit. 
Thank you to all who had a part in 
putting it together.
 
June brought our Chapter Social. 
There were around 45 ladies that 
attended. Betty Jo Smith and Virginia 
Kutsch were our main speakers. They 
gave a history of OWA and how/why 
it was started. They continued their 
story into what we are doing today. 
Myself, along with many others 
enjoyed hearing everything they 
shared. There are many of us that had 
not heard much of what they had to 
share. It make me even more proud to 
part of this amazing group of women. 
We had one lady join that evening. I 
will be following up with all the other 
guests who attended. We did a 
special raffle for the ladies that came 
as a guest. We drew two names and 
the prize was their first year member-
ship paid. Our hope is they will renew 

for years to come. So technically three 
new members ;) Overall I think it was 
a really great evening and a fun time 
to get to know each other a little 
better. 

Our scholarship committee decided 
on three winners. Congratulations to: 
Brittany Mills - $1,000 for ag major, 
Keaton Corrado - $500 for ag major 
and Julia Toews - $500 for 
child/grandchild.

Looking Forward to State Fair- 
Dona Coon, Kristi Miller, Jessica 
Jansen, Laurie Schrock and myself 
have been making plan for our county 
fairs and State fair. Our theme is, 
“Many Hats a Modern Farmer 
Wears”. “Conventional Farmer” 
seems to be a bad word nowadays. 
We want to focus on the term 
“Modern Farmer”. 

We have three different activities 
planned for the State Fair. 
-The spinning wheel for questions. 
This will have to be run by our volun-
teers. 

-A big tool box representing a 
“modern farmer’s" tool box. We will 
have questions and inside each 
drawer will be the answer. The ques-
tions and answers will have a focus on 
how farmers use modern tools and 
technology to use the least amount of 
resources and get the best yield. To 
show how “sustainable” a “modern 
farmer” is. Some of the drawers will 
have flyers, activities and different 
things people can take with them.

-A seed identification display. Fair 
goers can do the tool box Q&A and 
seed identification display by them-
selves. Of course with our volunteers 
there to answer questions or talk 
with. 
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Around the State continued...
From Page 5

We will also have a decorative, metal tree that we will 
hang hats on. The hats being the different “hats” a 
"modern farmer" wears. Each hat will say something 
different on it. The last thing is a new banner that shows 
a history of how many people one farmer could feed in 
then compared to now. We are very excited about what 
we have going on in the booth. Keep an eye out for State 
Fair volunteer sign up. 

Katie Glaser, President

Linn/Benton had their Annual Social  June 12 at the 
home of Lori and Stan Boshart. Betty Jo Smith and 
Virginia Kutsch were our incredible speakers. They 

were instrumental in OWA beginnings--this fall they 
will have been member 50 years. They gave a history 

of OWA and how/why it was started.

Betty Jo and Virginia with Virginia’s granddaugh-
ters standing in front of a buckboard which came 

over on the Oregon Trail.

Find the answer on E. Oregon Women 
for Agriculture Facebook page

Good News for Fire-Prone Wallowa County, as Judge Finds 
in Favor of Lostine Corridor Public Safety Project

Caroline Lobdell, Executive Director 
Western Resources Legal Center
The Western Resources Legal Center 
(WRLC) obtained a great decision 
from the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Oregon. On Monday, June 
11, Magistrate Judge Patricia Sullivan 
ruled in favor of the U.S. Forest 
Service and Wallowa County on all 
five counts in a lawsuit challenging 
the Lostine Corridor Public Safety 
Project. 
 
The project is designed to reduce 
threats to public safety by reducing 
the number of standing dead trees 
and decreasing forest density. It is 
also intended to improve access for 
forest users and search and rescue 
operators and firefighters.
 
The Forest Service initially approved 

the project in April 2017, but it has 
been held up by legal challenges filed 
by the Greater Hells Canyon Council 
and Oregon Wild since that time. 
 
This case is a major victory for the 
residents of Wallowa County, given 
the substantial risk of catastrophic 
fire posed by the overly-dense 
Lostine project area. With the legal 
challenges resolved, the project will 
be able to go forth as designed, 
allowing the Forest Service to 
improve the safety of County 
residents and promote the overall 
health of the forest.
 
Like many other cases that WRLC 
takes, cases like this show why it is 
critical to intervene in litigation 
affecting local communities and to 
not solely depend on the federal gov-

ernment attorneys to determine the 
arguments that help decide the fate 
of federal land management deci-
sions. 
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Jessica Jansen 
As another school year comes to a close, it’s a wonderful 
time to reflect on the past nine months, our busiest time 
of the year. This year, we have enjoyed the largest num-
bers our program has seen, increased volunteers and an 
increase in the demand for our materials. 

This spring marked the eleventh year of our annual 
literacy project. Many of our key volunteers are Oregon 
Women for Agriculture members. Members from nearly 
all of the OWA chapters volunteered in classrooms 
throughout the state. Thank you for your help making the 
annual Literacy Project a success, we couldn’t have done 
it without you! 

We are still working on tabulating the results, but we 
know it will be another impactful year. Volunteers had the 
opportunity to share their personal connection to agricul-
ture, read this year’s book Apples to Oregon and partici-
pate in an activity with the students that reinforced the 
books message about challenges farmers face. We are 
very excited about the continued interest and enthusiasm 
with this project and were very pleased to work with 
volunteers both new and returning!  We look forward to 
announcing the official numbers later this month. 

Also this spring, we collected entries and selected the 
winning artwork for our 2018-2019 School-Year Calendar. 
The calendar will be published this summer and released 
to the public at the State Fair, Sunday, August 26 at 1:30 
pm in Columbia Hall, during a public reception for the 13 
calendar winners. The AITC Calendar Contest is open to 
public, private and home school students in kindergarten 
through sixth grade. This year, we had 2,011 students 
enter artwork from a record-breaking 35 counties 

Reflecting on Another Great School Year
Oregon Ag in the Classroom

throughout the state. We are very excited about the 
results and can’t wait to share the calendar with OWA 
members in August and September. 

Finally, mark your calendars to join us on Saturday, Sep-
tember 29 for our Annual Fall Harvest Dinner! We will be 
returning to the CH2M Hill Alumni Center on the OSU 
Campus in Corvallis. We have some great early auction 
items and would love to see you there! 

Thank you Oregon Women for Agriculture members, for 
your continued support of Oregon Agriculture in the 
Classroom. Together we really can make a difference 
and help tell the story of agriculture to students and 
their teachers across the state. 

For more information contact, Jessica Jansen Oregon 
Agriculture in the Classroom Executive Director, 
541-737-6829; jessica.jansen@oregonstate.edu 

“We just had our 
4th swarm of 

honeybees here at 
our farm - may be 
from some of the 

hives in the 
crimson clover 

near us. At least 
the beekeeper is 
taking them away 
to good homes!”

Sara Burr
Marion /Clackamas 

Deanna Dyksterhuis
September  26, 1991 Bruce Andrews, Director of the 
Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) called a meet-
ing of farm organizations and lobbyists to discuss the 
ODA board's proposal for an Ag Practices Act.

Guest Bart Starker of Starker Forests discussed the 1971 
Forest Practices Act. He said it worked well until 1985 
when forest representation on the board was changed to 
a limit of three (out of seven) members. This change 
provided a forum for anti-timber groups to dictate forest 
management practices. 

An Ag Practices Act?

Continued on page  10
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Sarah Puls
American Agriwomen had their 
annual Legislative Fly-In the first week 
of June.  Oregon was in attendance 
with 5 members representing Oregon 
Women for Agriculture, Helle Rud-
denklau OWA President, Tracy Duerst 
OWA Treasurer, Emily Duerst OWA 
Secretary, Mary Howarth Lane County 
Chapter Secretary and myself Sarah 
Puls Lane County Chapter member.   

The three day event kicked off with 
orientation and review of AAW white 
papers and position statements on 
legislative issues 
https://americanagriwomen.org/posit
ions/ .  

As first time attends there was a 
special welcome from Ruth Jensen 
the Legislative Fly-Inn chair for all new 

OWA Members Represent at 
people to Fly-In.  Ruth explained the 
history of the event and the impor-
tance of AAW presence in DC and 
how our involvement in AAW and 
Fly-In can influence and shape the 
future of agriculture policy.  

AAW arranged a monument tour that 
evening with narration of history of 
DC and how it relates to agriculture. 
This experience was amazing and I 
encourage everyone to attend at least 
once in their life. Seeing Washington 
DC in person is worth the trip, the 
patriotism can be seen and felt all 
over the city. 

The fly-in kicked off on Monday at the 
USDA building with the 28th Annual 
Ag Symposium, this year’s topic was 
“Ag- Trade: Critical for Agriculture, 
Critical for the U.S.”  This part of the 

fly in is put on by the AAW president’s 
council each year.  Four great speak-
ers presented on different Ag Trade 
topics.   Highlights of the symposium 
included Dr. Janet Collins the execu-
tive vice president of Science and 
Regulatory Affairs from CropLife 
America who spoke on the process 
and trade issues with pesticide regis-
tration between the US and other 
countries, www.croplifeamerica.org  
and Ms. Sharon Bomer Lauritsen from 
the Office of US Trade Representa-
tive.  Please visit OWA or AAW Face-
book page to see the full video of the 
Ag symposium.   

Monday continued with a luncheon at 
the American Petroleum Institute 
discussing the tariff on the steel 
industry and how that is affecting API 
and how that can affect agriculture.  

Kristi Miller
Kristi Miller and Deb Thomas of the Education Committee would like to announce a Farm Stand Project starting June 
1st. It includes a color sheet for children for “Almost Everything Starts On a Farm or Ranch” contest with “The Farm-
ing Game” on the back. 

Farm Stand Trivia and Contest

It will be distributed to a few farm stands in the Willamette Valley this year 
and we hope to expand to more in the future. Patrons of the stands can enter 
the monthly drawing and win a prize by coloring the page and upload a copy 
to https://www.facebook.com/OW4Ag  Instructions are also printed on the 
color sheet for entering the color contest. Random winners will be drawn 
each month. There will also be a “Farm and Ranch Trivia” brochure available. 
New sheets will be developed and distributed every couple of months until 
Farm Stand season is over. So far copies and plastic holders have been given 
to chapter representatives at State Board Meetings for the kick off.

If your chapter has questions or would like copies of the two handouts and 
plastic holders to display them, contact Kristi at millerk@dswebnet.com
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2018 AAW Legislative Fly-In
The day ended at the EPA with a 
panel discussion from EPA depart-
ments of air and radiation, water, 
policy administration and there 
special agent on agriculture.  This 
panel discussion with various repre-
sentative of the agency showed the 
EPAs open door policy to work with 
the agriculture industry.  With lots of 
overwhelming political and legislative 
talks, Monday ended with a warm 
welcome from the Embassy Republic 
of Korea at the Korean Cultural 
Center. 

Tuesday started with a roundtable 
discussion at the USDA building with 
US Deputy Secretary of Agriculture 
Stephen Censky talking about the 
Farm Bill, other speakers included 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS), Animal Plant and Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS), and 

Foreign Agricultural Service (FSA).   

Our afternoon was focused on visiting 
with congressmen and representa-
tives from our State.  OWA visited 5 
offices in DC talking with staff and 
sometime a representative or 
congressman in person on OWA and  
AAW positions on issues such as the 
Farm Bill, FIFRA reform, repeal of 
2015 WOTUS, Immigration reform, 
active forest management and 
support for extension funding… to 
name a few. 

We brought gift bags highlighting the 
specialty crops grown in Oregon and 
presenting AAW white papers and 
position statements and encouraging 
these offices to look at how the 
polices they are working on affect 
agriculture.  The evening ended with a 
congressional reception which had 

great attendance. 

A bonus meeting was arranged for 
Wednesday allowing AAW to meet 
with the Department of Interior direc-
tor and deputy director to discuss 
issues such as active forest manage-
ment and grazing on forest lands.

I want to encourage every member 
regardless of your legislative experi-
ence or knowledge to attend the 
AAW Legislative Fly-in.  The fellow-
ship of other AAW affiliate members 
and the experience and opportunities 
it provides is unbelievable.   OWA sets 
aside money each year to assist mem-
bers who would like to attend events 
like the AAW Fly- In.  Take advantage 
of this opportunity and become more 
involved with what our great organi-
zation has to offer. 

Growing Natural Resource Leaders Who Make a Differ-
ence for Oregon! REAL Oregon is an annual leadership 
enhancement program that exposes a cross- section of 
representatives from Oregon’s natural resources commu-
nity to the diversity of Oregon’s geography, economy 
and cultures.

1. Improve personal leadership skills, enhance self-
confidence, and develop agriculture and natural resource 
awareness.

Oregon Resource Education & Agriculture Leadership Program
2. Encourage a network of leaders to take an active lead-
ership role in community, state, and national issues.
3. Promote Oregon’s Natural Resources and the develop-
ment of strong rural communities.
4. Continue to build a network of informed, trained and 
motivated rural leaders across Oregon.

OWA has money set aside and resources to help sponsor 
individuals. Helle, being a past graduate, is also ready 
and willing to help anyone who has interest in attending 
this amazing opportunity.

Application, including required signature, two (2) letters 
of recommendation, and the essay, due by July 27th.



Upcoming State 
Board 

Meetings
All starting @ 9 am

July 20th
Dairy Mart Corporate Office 

125 E 6th Ave
Junction City, OR 97448

August 17th • Linn/Benton
September 21st • Yamhill
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2018 AAW Legislative Fly-In

OWA suggested we vote no and go home after listening to Bart.

The reasons for continuing this discussion were: "If we don't write our own 
Act, other groups not sympathetic to agriculture will write one; rule-making 
authority would be under ODA; and we have to have a law to control the 
"bad farmers who don't do things right".

OWA was the only voice in opposition to this proposal.  Our reasons: The 
Director of ODA is a political appointee with no guarantee the Director 
would have knowledge or experience of Oregon agriculture in the future. 
This kind of legislation ignores farmers and ranchers' individual property 

Continued Ag Practices Act
From page 7

rights. Who could possibly define a 
"bad" farmer? or define "what is 
right"?

OWA's final argument:  Government 
solutions (rules, regulations) often 
deny the freedom to choose manage-
ment tools and practices which 
work best (crops grown, animals 
raised, soil types, climate and mar-
kets) in making individual farm and 
ranch decisions.

The final vote was NO for an AG 
PRACTICES ACT. Only one farm 
organization voted yes. 

Go to owaonline.org 
Sign up to volunteer 
at our Oregon State 

Fair booth
August 24th 

thru September 3rd
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18048 Middle Rock Creek Ln • Arlington, OR 97812

Gary & Karen Wilde
541.454.2994

2/42/4

Mary Hood
VP, AG Lending Officer
P 503.566.3835 | C 541.979.2199
hoodm@columbiabank.com • columbiabank.com

You’ll Notice the Difference

If you still see us as just a bank, 
dig a little deeper.
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Make checks payable to Oregon Women for Ag (OWA) 
630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50 • Albany, Oregon 97321 

Contact Jess for sizes and advertising information jes.schiller@gmail.com 

Mallory Phelan
Members of OWA particpated in the 
official opening weekend at the Pow-
erland Heritage Park in Brooks on 
Saturday, May 19th from 9am to 4pm. 

OWA’s exhibit was mostly indoors 
and included a variety of fun, interac-
tive activities geared toward children: 
photos and facts related to harvest-
ing before tractors and current 
production practices today, visual 
displays of products derived from 
Oregon crops (hazelnuts, pepper-
mint, nursery, cattle, grass seed, 
sheep), a tactile seed identification 
activity, tasty ice cream in a bag, a 
germination activity, the Oregon 
commodities quilt, Oregon Agricul-
ture in the Classroom materials, and 
the looping promo videos of crop 
signs and SAI showing OWA in action.

In addition to the OWA exhibit, there 

26491 Irish Bend Loop
Halsey, OR 97348

541.369.3603

Thanks for shopping local!
Aart & Sheri Falk

The Freshest Fruits 
and Vegetables

Open June1-Oct 31
Closed Sundays

1/4

Fun in the Park - Craft Fair & Family Day
were vendors selling various crafts, 
some old steam engines, and other 
museums to explore. It is yet to be 
determined whether we will continue 
to exhibit permanently or return for 
the weekend event next year. 

We have been invited to share our 
activities at Steam-Up, which will have 
thousands in attendance July 28-29 
and August 4-5. If you are interested 
in volunteering, please contact 
Mallory Phelan or Dona Coon as this 
will only happen if there is enough 
OWA volunteers available.

A big thank you to the Linn-Benton 
chapter for loaning the commodity 
quilt, Dona Coon for the product 
displays, ice cream and germination 
activities, Katie Glaser for the seed 
identification activity, and Jessica 
Jansen for AITC information and 
TV/video display - as well as the OWA 
volunteers who stopped by through-
out the day to interact with the 
public. Our exhibit was very well 
received, both by children and adults 
- the ice cream in a bag being a huge 
hit! 
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630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321
www.owaonline.org


