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Hazelnut harvest is in full swing.
Photo courtesy of Mary Howarth Continued on Page 8

Janis Rizzuto, LMU Magazine
A bucolic 135-acre hazelnut orchard in 
Oregon’s Willamette Valley might 
seem an unlikely place for the U.S. 
trade clash with China to play out, but 
that is exactly what is happening now 
at Kirsch Family Farms in St. Paul, 
Oregon. 

Farm owner and LMU alumna Brenda 
(Kirsch) Frketich ’06 is grappling with 
the current economic volleys between 
the nations. On top of tariffs in place 
for $50 billion in goods on both sides, 
the Trump administration announced 
a new round of tariffs on $200 billion 
in goods that went into effect earlier 
this week, on Sept. 24, with an addi-
tional $267 billion in goods possible in 
the future. The Chinese government 
retaliated with tariffs on $60 billion in 

OWA’s, Brenda Frketich, Weighs in on Hazelnut Wars with China
U.S. exports. Caught in the middle are 
tasty, toasty brown hazelnuts, which 
face significant price fluctuation at the 
very time of year when they are about 
to be harvested. 

There’s no doubt that the Chinese 
love hazelnuts — a staple as a snack 
nut and in cultural celebrations such 
as Chinese New Year. According to 
Frketich, China takes 70 percent of 
Oregon’s production of hazelnuts, 
and Oregon produces 99 percent of 
the hazelnuts in the U.S. But escalat-
ing tariffs will have an impact. There is 
already a 35 percent tax on hazelnut 
exports, and with the fluid situation, 
Frketich is not certain of the final tax 
that may be imposed on her crop 
when it’s ready for market in October. 

Katie Boshart Glaser
What a fun year it was at the State Fair. Linn/Benton 
Chapter was in charge of the booth this year. We had a lot 
of fun planning and getting ready for it. With all the activi-
ties we had, the booth was a little tight but we made it 
work. 

When there were members in the booth the activities 
were; the spinning wheel of ag related questions and 
seed identification table. Both were fun and sparked 
great conversations. If there weren’t volunteers in the 
booth it had info that could be read along with the tool 
chest that had questions and answers. 

The booth is a lot of work each year and it takes a lot of 
manpower to fill the days, every year I am reminded 
about how good it is we continue to do it. The conversa-
tions that happen there are priceless. I also think when 
people can see real farmers or people in the farming 
community it makes a difference. They can see we are real 

2018 State Fair Booth

people too and we care about how our food is raised as 
much as anyone. 

State Fair booth was a success and is in the books for 
2018. Thanks to everyone that helped! 

Sarah Puls, Lane Co., volunteering at the State Fair booth 



President’s Corner President, Helle Ruddenklau

July
Lynn Dee Ramos – Eastern 
Oregon
Tani Brentano – 
Marion/Clackamas
Teri Plagmann – Linn/Benton
Katie Weerts – Linn/Benton
 
August
Robyn Rice – Linn/Benton
Kelsie Kirkpatrick – 
Linn/Benton
Aileen Schrock – Linn/Benton
 
September
Susan Byrd – Eastern Oregon
Janet Haddock – Eastern 
Oregon

If you haven’t renewed your 
OWA membership yet this year, 
please consider doing soon so 

as soon as possible.  Remember, 
your OWA membership also 

covers your membership with 
American Agri-Women!!
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President 
Helle Ruddenklau
Treasurer Tracy Duerst 
2nd Vice President
Mary Hood
1st Vice President 
Mallory Phelan
Sectary Emily Duerst
Past President 
Debbie Crocker
Not shown 
Corresponding Sectary 
Jessica Hanna Locke

I hope everyone had a good, productive summer. On our farm, we finished 
picking sweet corn on September 20 and are getting ready to plant perennial 
ryegrass starting early next week.

Did you engage with the general public over the summer? I read a great 
article suggesting farmers reach out to decision makers and influencers within 
their communities and invite them out to the farm. I know many of us drive 
combine during harvest, so maybe consider that for next year? During the 
busy harvest months our members still find time to help out in county and 
state fair booths. Thank you to the Linn-Benton chapter for an excellent 
booth this year.

The AAW National Convention is November 15th – 18th in Springfield, IL. At 
the last state board meeting we approved travel requests for several mem-
bers, so we will have a good contingency there. We will be inviting AAW to 
Oregon for the 2019 national convention. Planning for that event is well 
underway. Mark your calendars for November 6th – 10th at the Embassy 
Suites in Tigard.

Polk County is busy preparing for the OWA State Convention at Spirit Moun-
tain Casino, February 28th – March 2nd. They are working up a great program 
so plan to attend.

The first auction meeting will be November 12, at the Rock-N-Rogers at 
Farrol’s Restaurant in Rickreall, at 6:30 pm. We have most of our chairs return-
ing from last year, but could use a couple of extra people stepping up, so 
please contact me. Contact information for all the officers is printed on the 
page to the right.

CONGRATUALATIONS to Mallory Phelan, State First Vice-President and 
Marion-Clackamas President; Katie Glaser, Linn-Benton President; and Amber 
Pritchard, Marion-Clackamas Treasurer, for their selection to the REAL 
Oregon leadership program! I’m confident they and us will gain from the 
training and the connections they will make.

OWA is a statewide organization. We have members from many parts of the 
state, and we try to honor that by moving our state board meeting around. In 
September we were in downtown Portland at the Wheat Marketing Center. In 
October we are headed to Eastern Oregon. I would like to ask each of our 
members to come to a state board meeting once in a while, when we are 
closer to your home. Our organization is stronger when we get input from a 
broad spectrum of members, so I hope you will join us to let us hear your 
voice. See you soon!

Upcoming State 
Board Meetings
All starting @ 9 am

October, 19th
Northwest Farm Credit Service

12 SW Nye Ave, 
Pendleton, OR 97801

November 30th
Budget Meeting 

Farm Credit Salem

Congrats to the members of Class 2! 
The group of 30 includes nine 
individuals directly involved in 
production agriculture, five working 
in timber production and forestry, 11 
from agri-businesses or other natural 
resource organizations, three from 
state government, and two from 
resource-related university fields. 
Congrats to all!



Oregon Women for Agriculture 
State Officers

President
Helle Ruddenklau

12500 SW Salt Creek Rd.
Amity, OR 97101

503.932.0558
ruddenkl@viclink.com

First Vice-President
Mallory Phelan

7360 SW Hunziker Rd, Suite 102, 
Portland, OR 97223

541.990.9521
mallory@aglink.org

Second Vice-President
Mary Hood

3484 NW Scenic Drive, 
Albany, OR  97321

hoodm@columbiabank.com
541.979.2199

Recording Secretary
Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121

Salem, OR 97305
503.932.1326

emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com

Corresponding Secretary
Jessica Hanna Locke
 11725 SW Green Dr.

Culver, OR 97734
541.408.5232

auntjessa@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Tracy Duerst

14446 Riches Rd, SE
Silverton, OR 97381

503.873-8441
djduerst@aol.com

The Cultivator is published four times a 
year as a service to our members, 

advertisers and donors.
To submit information or interest in 

advertising contact

Jess Schiller, Editor
jes.schiller@gmail.com • 541.376.5052
69937 Schiller Dr. • Echo, OR 97826

Newsletter Deadline:
The last day of 

March, June, September 
and December

Find us online at owaonline.org
Like OWA on Facebook at
facebook.com/OWA4AG

Follow OWA on Twitter
twitter.com/OWA4AG

Oregon Women for Agriculture • 1969-2018
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which the 

entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the production of food, feed, 
fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for profit, which provides a major source of income 

and capital for reinvestment.

OWA Goals:
• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the importance of agriculture 
to the economy and to the environment.
• To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.
• To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.
• To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard and dealt with fairly.
• To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture. OWA defines sustainable 
agriculture as using farm practices and resources that produce safe, high quality food and 
other products for America and the world resulting in profitable operations that improve the 
land and environment for future generations.

To join OWA, mail application and dues to the address below.
Dues are $45. per year for membership in OWA, AAW and your
county chapter, or as an at large member (where we don’t have

county chapters). See membership form in this issue.

Mail correspondence and payments to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture

630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321

www.owaonline.org

Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon
@ NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond 

Every other month: 
Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec
President: Jessica Hanna Locke 

541.408.5232 • auntjessa@hotmail.com

Lane: First Friday,  8:15 am, 
@ Citizens Bank, Juction City

Every other month October - June
President: Sarah Fay

541.736.2021 • sfay@citizensebank.com

Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm
President: Katie Glaser

541.936.0688
katieboshartglaser@gmail.com

Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon 
@ NW Farm Credit Services, 

Salem (N. of Costco).
No meetings in July and August

President: Mallory Phelan
541.990.9521 mallory@aglink.org

Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon 
@ area restaurants

President: Diann Washburn
503.370.8092 • diann@ofsonline.org

Yamhill: 3rd Tuesday, 7pm 
@ Citizens Bank, McMinnville

No meetings in July-Aug & Dec
President: Susie Kreder

503.864.2077 • bigal@onlinemac.com

Columbia Gorge: 2nd Tuesday, 5:30pm 
@ Casa El Mirador, The Dalles
Jan, March, May, Sept & Dec

President: Cindy Brown
541.993.5291 

Cindy.brown@oregonstate.edu

Eastern Oregon: 3rd Tuesday, 6 pm
Locations rotate between Umatilla 

& Morrow counties.
President: Josie Miles

541.705.5799 
Josie.Miles@northwestfcs.com

CHAPTER MEETING DATES AND INFORMATION
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Columbia Gorge
The Columbia Gorge chapter held a 
fundraiser at Vintage Dufur Days, 
Saturday, August 11.  The group 
made and sold homemade fruit cob-
blers and ice cream.  The chapter 
baked up over 30 cobblers and crisps, 
and had a great time meeting and 
greeting folks during the evening.  A 
big Thank You to Eberhard's Dairy in 
Redmond who donated one tub of ice 
cream for our fundraiser.
 
Our September meeting featured a 
presentation by Danielle Barriaga, an 
English Language Learner teacher at 
the Dalles Middle School.  She 
attended Summer Ag Institute in 
LaGrande on scholarship from our 
chapter.  She felt SAI was an amazing 
learning experience, and opened her 
eyes to many facets of agriculture as 
well as dispelling some beliefs she 
had mentally brought, such as those 
promoted in social media about 
organic food.  She was excited to use 
what she’s learned in the classroom, 
especially to encourage her students 
to investigate a wide variety of career 
opportunities in agriculture. 
 
In November, we will hold our annual 
Fall Social, to invite potential mem-
bers to learn about OWA. 
 
Cindy Brown, President

Polk County
Polk County OWA has been busy this 
summer! Here’s what we’ve been 
working on:

At the Polk County Fair – We 
presented our “Explore Opportuni-
ties in Agriculture” display board with 
brochures detailing a few of the many 
jobs available in agriculture. We also 
helped manage the Passport 
Program. As people entered the 
fairgrounds, we encouraged them to 
grab a passport and walk around the 
grounds to find specific items. Once 
they found 
nearly every-
thing, they 
came back to 
our booth to 
get a prize. It 
was a fun 
game for 
parents to do 
with their kids. 
Our booth was 
big enough to 
include tables 
representing 
O r e g o n 
Women for 
A g r i c u l t u re , 
Oregon Dairy 
Farmers Asso-
c i a t i o n , 
O r e g o n 

Cattlemen’s Association, Oregon 
Farm Bureau and Oregon Women in 
Timber. A big thank you goes out to 
Deb Thomas for organizing the event!

We are also working hard to provide a 
fun and memorable 2019 OWA 
Annual Convention. OWA is turning 
50 in 2019 so we are planning a 
Golden Jubilee Celebration! The 
convention will be held at the Spirit 
Mountain Casino in Grande Ronde, 
February 28th to March 2nd, 2019. 
Reservations for rooms and registra-
tion for the convention are open until 
January 29th. See form on page 10. 
More details will be out soon! 

The 2018 Constitutional Essay is 
ready to go out to Polk, Marion and 
Benton County students, grades 9-12. 
This year’s contestants are asked to 
answer one of these three questions: 

1. What Amendment to the Con-
stitution protects an individual’s right 
to free speech? How does this 
Amendment protect our freedom of 
speech? Does that protection have a 
limit? Please provide an example of a 
time you believe a group or individual 
engaged in speech which should not 
have been protected by the Constitu-

Columbia Gorge members serving dessert at the Vintage Dufur Days

Our committee is responsible for 
enhancing the factual perception 
of agriculture. Currently we do a 
majority of our communication 
thru email, however, options for 
conference calls are also setup 
and available. We are in need of 

The OWA PR 
COMMITTEe needs

ladies with creative minds and a desire to think outside the 
box to promote our message.

This is not a huge time commitment, but it is imperative that 
members be able to respond to emails in a timely manner 
and offer help in projects. Contact: Sarah Fay 
sfay@citizensebank.com
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tion, and why.
 
2. Is it constitutional to require 
the presentation of a valid ID in order 
to vote? Use text from the Constitu-
tion to support your position. Please 
provide example of scenarios where 
your position on this would come into 
play.

3. Which Amendment would you 
delete and why?

Email entries by December 31, 2018 
to Arlene Kovash at 
kovasha@gmail.com Prizes awarded 
will be $250 for first place, $100 for 
second place, and $50 for third place. 
Also, each entry will receive a $5 
Dutch Bros. card and a pocket Consti-
tution.  A bonus prize of a $10 Dutch 
Bros. card will be given if you also 
submit a creative meme, in response 
to one of the questions above, to be 
published on Facebook or other social 
media. Contest information and rules 
are available on the OWA website and 
on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/PolkCountyWom
enforAg

Polk County OWA meets on the 
second Monday of each month at 
11:30 AM at the Eola Inn, Rock n 
Rogers Restaurant in west Salem. All 
are welcome to attend.

Have a wonderful fall!
Diann Washburn, President

Lane County
Fall is in the air and that means Hazel-
nut harvest is in full swing here in the 
Willamette valley.  Lane County chap-
ter does not meet in the Summer 
months, but we were still active.

In July we awarded $50 awards at the 
Lane County 4-H Fair to the Grand 
Champion Education boards in each 

division (Junior, Intermediate, Senior 
& Club).  A few of our members had 
kids participate in the 4-H fair with 
their pigs, goats & photographs.  
There were quite a few Champion 
ribbons.  Good job to all.

We awarded Suzette Menking, a 
Junction City teacher, $600 to 
attend the CASE Institute at OSU.  
Due to scheduling conflicts she 
could not attend SAI but hopes to 
make it this next year.

In August Sarah Puls and 
I volunteered at the 
Oregon State fair OWA 
booth.  Thank you to 
Linn/Benton chapter for 
making it so easy and 
fun.  Lots of great ques-
tions and answers about 
Ag.  We got a lot of 
great ideas for next 
years OWA State fair 
booth as Lane County 
will be hosting.

Crop ID signs are 
getting rotated as new 
crops are going in.  We 

OWA’s booth at the Oregon State Fair

Sarah and Mary wearing the many hats 
of a modern farmer

“Drive Carefully” signs make a great addition to Crop ID 
signs in Lane County

also added the new 
yellow OWA “Please 
drive carefully!  Farm 
Machinery on the 
Roadways” sign to 
some of our Crop ID 
signs.  

We will be planning 
our Annual Member-
ship social and it will 
be held at Hayworth 
Estate Wines, Tues-
day November 13th 
from 5:30 to 8 pm.  
Please come join us.

Mary Howarth, 
Vice President
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Yamhill County
Here in the valley we are wrapping up 
sweet and silage corn plantings as 
well as getting in the fall wheat, new 
grass seed, and clovers for next year.  
We are also busy with putting the 
blueberries to bed and getting ready 
to start pruning them. Filbert harvest 
is also in full swing. 
 
We have/will have packed walnuts, 
prunes, hazelnuts, maraschino cher-
ries, dried apples, and honey sticks 
for our gift packs which we will sell in 
our two area Wilco stores. The money 
we earn from these sales go to fund-
ing our FFA and 4-H grants, commu-
nity college scholarship, and OSU 
scholarship.  As well as our donation 
to AITC and SAI.  So if you happen to 
need a gift item from Oregon to send 
to friends, relatives, or business asso-
ciates, let us know.  They ship well!
 
We also mourn the loss of our friend 
and colleague Jo McIntyre who left us 
in June.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Susie Kreder, President

What’s Happening Around the State

Bethany Woodall
Please join us for the Fall Social at the Echo Corn Maze!
October 19, 2018 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Potluck Dinner (please let me know what you will be bringing)

We will be explaining about our group to any potential new members.  There 
is a corn maze, corn kernel pit, tunnel maze, pumpkin patch and we will have 
treats for any kids in costumes.  This should be a great chance to have fun with 
our families and share about our great organization.  We would LOVE to see 
all of our members and meet everyone's families!  

Our organization is doing remarkable things and we are only as strong as our 
membership.  If each member can try to bring a potential new member, we 
can grow our group. 

This should be one fun evening and I look forward to seeing you all there!

Eastern Oregon OWA Fall Social

Nancy Thornton 
and Helle Ruddenklau
Long time OWA member Jo 
McIntyre died June 18, 2018, at her 
home in Henderson, NV. Jo was born 
December 3, 1939, in Pittsburgh, PA, 
graduated from high school in Long 
Beach, CA, and college from Michi-
gan State University in 1972.  She 
continued informal studies for the 
remainder of her life. 

A passion for baking bread led her to 
take classes and join a professional 

Oregon Women for Agriculture 
Legacy; Jo McIntyre 

baker's organization. Her friends remember her for intelligence, independent 
political views and wide variety of interests. 

As a member of Oregon Women for Agriculture, Jo used her public relation 
skills to see that agricultural interests were heard and dealt with fairly. She 
wrote articles, spoke on the radio during Ag Day, attended board meetings, 
helped with gift packs and let her house be a drop off site to coordinate our 
projects. Any cause she took up, she did it with passion. Jo was an asset to 
our group and a good friend.



TEXT photos to 
Jessica Jansen for 

the website! 
971-832-2096
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Oregon Ag in the Classroom
Back-to-Agriculture in the Classroom 

September always brings a surge of activity in the Agri-
culture in the Classroom office as teachers and students 
go back-to-school. 

Last month, we kicked off our school year with our annual 
calendar reception. This event took place at the Oregon 
State Fair, ten of the 13 winners attended the event, as 
did many of their teachers. The students had the oppor-
tunity to share with the audience about their artwork and 
why they created the image that they did. The teachers 
also had the opportunity to share how they used the 
contest to incorporate agriculture into their curriculum. 
Let us know if you would like a copy of this year’s calen-
dar! 

We had a very successful Fall Harvest Dinner. Thank you 
to all who supported, attended and donated. We had 
another record-breaking year and raised funds to support 
our program all year! It was a wonderful evening high 
lighted by our 16-year-old auctioneer, Cinch Anderson, 
who did a fantastic job! We’ll have the 2019 date out 
soon, we are just waiting on the release of the Oregon 
State football schedule!  

We are pleased to announce that John Deere, That’s 
Who! has been chosen as the 2019 Literacy Project book. 
This book tells the story of John Deere and his develop-
ment of the steel plow. Beautiful illustrations accompany 
the fun text and bring the story of this remarkable innova-
tor to life. We are excited about the opportunities to 
connect engineering concepts to agriculture with this 
resource. As always, if you have ideas for future books, 
please don’t hesitate to share! We are always searching 
for great books to feature!  

We are also working on an event in partnership with the 
Northwest Ag Show that will be moving to Salem. This 
“Agriculture Career Expo” will help high school students 
learn more about agricultural careers. We’ll be looking for 
presenters- if you love your career and would like to share 
with high school students- let us know! 

Jessica Jansen, Executive Director 
Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation
541-737-8629 • Jessica.Jansen@oregonstate.edu 

Wear OWA with Pride 
Where Ever 
You Go!
Order your OWA branded logo 
wear online at 
stores.inksoft.com/oregon_women
_for_agriculture/shop/home.  

Postage from Hood River will be 
$10 or you can pick up your items 
in Hood River.  Please allow 2 
weeks for delivery. 
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From page 1
If taxes go higher, the field price she can get for pound of 
nuts will have to drop. What she does know for sure is 
that she has prepared her third-generation family farm to 
deal with turbulent economic and political changes using 
what she learned as an LMU business major in the 
College of Business Administration. Success, she says, 
takes a combination of diversification, efficiency and 
advocacy — all good lessons for other industries far afield 
from farming. 

“Farming is such an incredibly risky business when I take 
into account all the things I can’t control, like Mother 
Nature, climate, currencies around the world and our own 
world market for our product,” Frketich says. “Those risks 
are always going to be difficult, and they keep me up at 
night. But we position ourselves through diversification in 
a cropping sense and in the companies we choose to 
work with based on their marketing focus, whether 
domestic or overseas.” 

Yes, hazelnuts are a valuable, permanent crop at Kirsch 
Family Farms, but they are only a fraction of what Frketich 
grows on a total of 1,000 acres. She has a robust seed 
business, with grass seeds and seeds for vegetables, 
including radishes, Swiss chard and pumpkins. On top of 
that, Kirsch harvests green beans and peas for frozen use. 
Plus, growing crimson clover helps her reach the livestock 
food chain.

Frketich also targets sales diversification. “The challenges 
of selling overseas are not new, so we wanted to position 
ourselves less on China. We joined a cooperative, Hazel-
nut Growers of Oregon, which took a strong stance to 
work on developing opportunities in the domestic 
market. We are happy with how they are positioning 
hazelnuts in the domestic market, trying to break into 
Trader Joe’s and Costco.” Ultimately, the goal is broader 
distribution in the U.S. and better recognition of hazel-
nuts alongside the nut juggernauts of almonds and pista-
chios. 
To get there, hazelnut farmers will have to maximize 
production and minimize costs. Frketich is doing just that 
— sowing efficiency right into her fields. Kirsch Family 
Farms operates with just four full-time staff, including 
Frketich and her husband, Matt. They temporarily hire 
just a few other workers each year for seasonal jobs. “We 
are a low-labor farm,” she says. “We make our cropping 
system work with under 10 employees. We are always 
trying to do more with less. As with most businesses, the 
higher efficiency, the better off you are at the end of the 
day.” This positioning also helps protect the farm from 
another highly charged political issue — immigration. 

Hazelnut Wars
“We are not getting the workers we used to. We are not 
sure if it’s the tightening at the border or people not 
wanting to work on farms, but the complex immigration 
issue is causing a shortage in labor, and the labor that is 
here is higher in price. This brings us back to the impor-
tance of being a low-labor, high-efficiency farm.” 

Despite the challenges, hazelnut farming is growing in 
popularity, Frketich says, and more people are planting 
new trees, which take about four years to bear fruit. 
Research in Oregon has brought about better, healthier 
tree varieties and better agriculture management prac-
tices. “Our industry is producing more nuts than before,” 
she says. “Because of the additional acres moving 
forward, we are going to have a more consistent and 
larger supply.” 

In this changing environment, Frketich emphasizes the 
importance of industry involvement. “The Oregon Farm 
Bureau is a huge advocate for us on political issues, and 
the Hazelnut Marketing Board supports us with market 
information and industry updates,” she says. Frketich 
participates in both organizations and testifies in the 
Oregon state capital multiple times a year when legisla-
tive issues affecting agriculture come up. She writes a 
blog (www.nuttygrass.com) that covers day-to-day life on 
the farm as well as industry issues. “Investing in the indus-
try you are in is so important, and so is being present for 
the conversations. In Oregon, the feeling is that if the 
farmer comes to talk, it’s a lot different than if a staff 
person from the bureau is discussing the issue.” 

Ongoing political and economic impacts don’t sink 
Frketich’s spirit. In fact, they contribute to her resolve to 
find the silver lining. “I’ve learned that even though the 
farming industry is always being questioned, and there is 
a feeling of always being on the defense, I look for the 
offensive opportunities, the positive ways to shine a good 
light on the industry and the good we are doing.”

Frketich says the China tariff issue has people paying 
attention to hazelnuts. “We have a soapbox to stand on 
now. The world of farming is quite small, but we are deal-
ing with worldwide issues.”
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Dear Friends,

Oregonians for Food & Shel-
ter invite you to attend two 
big events on November 1, 
2018. From Noon to 5:00 PM 
we will hold an advocacy train-
ing event called the Grass-
roots Summit. A unique train-
ing event that will focus on strengthening our personal 
and collective advocacy by bringing together our current 
and future grassroots individuals and groups. The after-
noon will kick-off with a welcome and lunch, followed by 
a panel presentation, guest speaker and training activity.

Immediately following the Grassroots Summit will be our 
second annual Fields and Forests Gala! Beginning at 5:00 
PM, enjoy a glass of wine and peruse the silent auction 
items as we prepare for an exciting evening of honoring 
our grassroots and legislative champions. Both events 
will be held at the Keizer Community Center.

Tickets for the Grassroots Summit include lunch by 
Adam’s Rib Smokehouse and are $35 for OFS Members 
and $50 for Non-OFS Members. Tickets for the Fields 
and Forests Gala include dinner by Forks & Corks Cater-
ing and are $75 for individuals, $500 for Silver Sponsor 
Table of four, $1,000 for Gold Sponsor Table of eight and 
$2,500 for Platinum Sponsor Table of sixteen. 

Donations are gratefully accepted for the silent auction, 
held during the evening event. Suggested donations 
include getaway trips, local attractions, tickets to sport-
ing events, and hunting and fishing themed items. We 
love unique handmade or home-grown products from our 
family farms and forests. All are very much appreciated! 
Proceeds from both events go to support OFS and future 
grassroots efforts. 

Join us for a full day of events! Sign up with the enclosed 
registration form or go online at  
https://ofsonline.ejoinme.org/ofs There is a place on the 
form to let us know about your donation too. For any 
questions or to request an invoice, please contact Diann 
Washburn at diann@ofsonline.com

Thank you for your support!

Katie Fast, Executive Director

Grassroots Summit/Fields 
and Forest Gala Invitation 

"Pump Up Your Financial Fitness" is the theme for the 
seventh annual Women in Agriculture Conference. Join 
us for this one-day conference that will be engaging, 
interactive, full of inspiration, learning and networking 
with other women farmers.

This conference is designed for all women farmers and 
anyone who works with women farmers. If you have been 
farming for years, are a new and aspiring farmer, a 
banker, lender or anyone in the agricultural industry, this 
conference is for you!. 

Registrations fees are: $30 if you register between Sep-
tember 10 and October 14; $35 if you register between 
October 15 and October 26. Your registration fee 
includes a light breakfast, lunch and all the conference 
materials, along with a great bag to take everything 
home!

2018 Locations in Oregon: La Grande, Prineville, Salem 
and The Dalles

For more information, find event locations or to register, 
visit WomenInAg.wsu.edu or contact us at WSU Exten-
sion.

Donna Rolen 
donna.rolen@wsu.edu 
(509) 745-8531 
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Dear Friends,

Plans are under way for the 80th Oregon 
Logging Conference and 27th Annual 
Oregon Women in Timber Auction that 
benefits the award-winning forest educa-
tion program, Talk About Trees!  The 

auction gathers together with OLC’s Meet & Greet 
festivities at the Eugene Hilton Hotel & Conference 
Center on Wednesday, February 21st, 2018. Doors open 
at 4:00 PM with hosted beer, wine and a hearty western 
buffet!

Over 3 million students and adults have participated in a 
Talk About Trees presentation since 
1991!  Talk About Trees is a statewide 
forest education program focused on 
increasing student’s knowledge and 
awareness of Oregon’s forests. This 
on-site, hands-on science unit is 
offered to pre-school through eighth 
grade students free of charge and is 
presented by Talk About Trees facilita-
tors.
 
Your support makes a difference!  Pro-
ceeds from the auction, grants and the 
many generous donations from 
individuals and businesses just like 
you, provide critical support. Your 
assistance and confidence enables 
Talk About Trees to continue educat-
ing Oregonians, young and old, about 
our renewable forests.  

Please take a moment to consider how 
you can help keep this program going. 
Fill out the enclosed response form.  
Your attendance at the auction, a 
direct cash donation or donated 
auction item will help to continue our 
success and reach even more students 
this year.  Getaway trips, jewelry, 
tickets to sporting events, hunting and 
fishing items are always a big hit. All 
donations are very much appreciated.
 
Oregon Women in Timber and 
Oregon Logging Conference joined 
forces as Partners in Education to raise 
funds for the OLC Foundation Scholar-
ship Fund and Talk About Trees 
program by offering a 2018 com-
memorative lapel pin for $100.  Only 
100 pins will be available! The sale of 
each pin gives an opportunity to 
support future generations and also a 
chance to win a $500 Meredith Lodg-

ing Gift Certificate. Meredith Lodging offers a wide selec-
tion of vacation rentals in Oregon destination resort areas 
along the Oregon Coast, Sunriver and Central Oregon. 
The winner does not need to be present to win!    

Thank you for your continued support for forestry educa-
tion!

Sincerely,

Diann Washburn 
Oregon Women in Timber, 
Auction Chair
info@orwit.org or 503-831-1593



Get out there! Contact your local business 
about supporting OWA

18048 Middle Rock Creek Ln • Arlington, OR 97812

Gary & Karen Wilde
541.454.2994

3/4

3/4

Make checks payable to Oregon Women 
for Ag (OWA) 

630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50 
Albany, Oregon 97321 

Contact Jess for sizes and advertising
information jes.schiller@gmail.com 

26491 Irish Bend Loop
Halsey, OR 97348

541.369.3603

Thanks for shopping local!
Aart & Sheri Falk

The Freshest Fruits 
and Vegetables

Open June1-Oct 31
Closed Sundays
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2018 Oregon YF&R 
Leadership Conference
The 2018 Oregon YF&R Leadership Conference will be at 
beautiful Eagle Crest Resort, outside of Redmond, 
November 9th - 11th! 

REGISTRATION FORMS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE!
https://oregonfb.org/yfrconference/

Get yours turned in today - cost is $50, including several 
meals - and we are limiting attendance to the first 100 to 
sign up!

This event is open to Oregon Farm Bureau members 
(voting or supporting memberships) between the ages of 
16 - 35 as of January 1st, 2018. 

We will have two evening social/networking events this 
year - Friday night is board/card game night, and Saturday 
night Brennan Cooper is BACK with his awesome Karaoke 
DJ skills!



630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321
www.owaonline.org


