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Arwen McGilvra and Diann Washburn
Oregon Women for Agriculture (OWA) celebrated their Golden Anniversary March 1 at their annual convention, 
hosted by Polk County, at Spirit Mountain Casino in Grand Ronde. Oregon Women for Agriculture’s long-
standing purpose is to educate themselves and then the public on the importance of agriculture.

The Convention included a day of tours. The forest tour with Miami Corporation had to be cancelled due to 
snow but was replaced with a wine tour at Chateau Bianca Winery. Lunch was hosted by Polk county member, 
Loydee Stonebrink at Farrol’s Rock n Rogers Restaurant in Rickreall. The second tour stop was held at Freddy 

Attending the 50th Anniversary Front 
row: Mary Holzapfel former OSU 
Extension Agent and OWA’s 1st Presi-
dent. Back row: Virginia Kutsch, of 
Benton County, Jeree Mulkey, of Polk 
County, Liz VanLeeuwen, OWA’s 1st 
Secretary and 3rd President, Rita 
Doerfler, of Marion County and Betty 
Jo Smith, of Linn County. 



President’s Corner President, Helle Ruddenklau

January:
Alexandra Reynolds – 
Marion/Clackamas
RE Mason – Columbia Gorge
Cheryl Kinley – Lane 
Kelly Kapple – Linn/Benton
 
February:
Lori Bianes – Linn/Benton
Laney Brentano – 
Marion/Clackamas
Ray Donheiser – Columbia 
Gorge
Tia McNamee – Eastern 
Oregon
Stephanie Brentano – 
Marion/Clackamas
 
March:
Melanie Gentzkow – 
Marion/Clackamas
Elisabeth Clevenger – 
Linn/Benton
Lindsay Cloud – Central 
Oregon
Gina Tyhuis – Eastern 
Oregon
Kathleen Mason – Polk
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Let me start by thanking Polk County Women for Agriculture for a great 
convention. I enjoyed the interesting tours and speakers, but I also appre-
ciated the chance to hear some of the history from the last 50 years. We 
have a unique organization in that we are not tied to anybody else. We 
create our own identity.

One of the things which gives us great freedom is the annual auction. The 
funds raised there frees us up from fundraising the rest of the year and 
allows us to support and be involved in the projects we care about. Where 
is your passion? We have a place for you whether it be engaging kids or 
adults with educational activities or taking an active role in addressing 
some of the political issues coming at us. Maybe it is research? This is one 
of our core areas which we currently don’t have much of a focus on. If that 
is your interest, let me know, and maybe we can get something going 
there. Keep an eye out for an upcoming eblast which will allow you to “opt 
in” to updates from committees you are most interested in.

Three other members and myself, will be headed to Las Vegas in early April 
for what is known as Mid-Year. This is where we gather with representatives 
from other states to go over the American Agri Women position state-
ments. It is a time of spirited discussions with strong willed women from 
around the country! Some of us will then go to Washington D.C. in June to 
present those position statements to our congressional delegation. 
Remember that you could take part in this as well if you are interested. 
OWA has $10,000 available in our budget to support our members for 
travel to AAW events. We will cover most of the cost of travel, hotel and 
registration. The form to request travel assistance is on the members only 
portion of the website.

I hope you are planning on attending auction and have been busy getting 
donations! We really do rely on our members to make this event a success. 
So grab a few friends and get your tickets now. If you have never been, I 
can tell you it is a fun event with attendees from all over the state and all 
parts of the ag industry.

Springtime is busy for all of us. On our farm we are mostly done fertilizing 
the crops that came through the winter and planting the early spring crops 
of peas and radish. Later will follow the summer row crops. I hope the 
season is progressing well where you are at as well, and look forward to 
seeing you all out and about this year taking part in OWA activities and 
promoting Oregon agriculture!

Upcoming State 
Board Meetings
All starting @ 9 am

April 12th
Marion-Clackamas

Northwest Farm Credit Services, 
650 Hawthorne Ave SE Suite 210, 

Salem, OR 97301

May 17th
Yamhill

June 21
Executive Committee 

Meeting,
Salem

Membership renewal time is here, so 
please get your dues in as soon as you 
can.  You can renew on-line or use the 
membership application form in The 
Cultivator.

Membership 
Renewal 

Time



Oregon Women for Agriculture 
State Officers

President
Helle Ruddenklau

12500 SW Salt Creek Rd.
Amity, OR 97101

503.932.0558
ruddenkl@viclink.com

First Vice-President
Mallory Phelan

7360 SW Hunziker Rd, Suite 102, 
Portland, OR 97223

541.990.9521
mallory@aglink.org

Second Vice-President
Mary Hood

3484 NW Scenic Drive, 
Albany, OR  97321

hoodm@columbiabank.com
541.979.2199

Recording Secretary
Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121

Salem, OR 97305
503.932.1326

emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com

Corresponding Secretary
Jessica Hanna Locke
 11725 SW Green Dr.

Culver, OR 97734
541.408.5232

auntjessa@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Tracy Duerst

14446 Riches Rd, SE
Silverton, OR 97381

503.873-8441
djduerst@aol.com

The Cultivator is published four times a 
year as a service to our members, 

advertisers and donors.
To submit information or interest in 

advertising contact

Jess Schiller, Editor
jes.schiller@gmail.com • 541.376.5052
69937 Schiller Dr. • Echo, OR 97826

Newsletter Deadline:
The 20th day of 

March, June, September 
and December

Find us online at owaonline.org
Like OWA on Facebook at
facebook.com/OWA4AG

Follow OWA on Twitter
twitter.com/OWA4AG

Oregon Women for Agriculture • 1969-2019
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which the 

entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the production of food, feed, 
fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for profit, which provides a major source of income 

and capital for reinvestment.

OWA Goals:
• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the importance of agriculture 
to the economy and to the environment.
• To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.
• To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.
• To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard and dealt with fairly.
• To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture. OWA defines sustainable 
agriculture as using farm practices and resources that produce safe, high quality food and 
other products for America and the world resulting in profitable operations that improve the 
land and environment for future generations.

To join OWA, mail application and dues to the address below.
Dues are $45 per year for membership in OWA, AAW and your
county chapter, or as an at large member (where we don’t have

county chapters). See membership form in this issue.

Mail correspondence and payments to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture

630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321

www.owaonline.org

Central Oregon: 1st Monday, Noon
@ NW Farm Credit Services, Redmond 

Every other month: 
Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec
President: Jessica Hanna Locke 

541.408.5232 • auntjessa@hotmail.com

Lane: First Friday,  8:15 am, 
@ Citizens Bank, Juction City

Every other month October - June
President: Sarah Fay

541.736.2021 • sfay@citizensebank.com

Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm
President: Katie Glaser

541.936.0688
katieboshartglaser@gmail.com

Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Monday, Noon 
@ NW Farm Credit Services, 

Salem (N. of Costco).
No meetings in July and August

President: Mallory Phelan
541.990.9521 mallory@aglink.org

Polk: 2nd Monday, Noon 
@ area restaurants

President: Diann Washburn
503.370.8092 • diann@ofsonline.org

Yamhill: 3rd Wednesday, 7pm 
@ Citizens Bank, McMinnville

No meetings in July-Aug & Dec
President: Susie Kreder

503.864.2077 • bigal@onlinemac.com

Columbia Gorge: 2nd Tuesday, 5:30pm 
@ Casa El Mirador, The Dalles
Jan, March, May, Sept & Dec

President: Cindy Brown
541.993.5291 

Cindy.brown@oregonstate.edu

Eastern Oregon: 3rd Tuesday, 6 pm
Locations rotate between Umatilla 

& Morrow counties.
President: Josie Miles

541.705.5799 
Josie.Miles@northwestfcs.com

CHAPTER MEETING DATES AND INFORMATION
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What’s Happening Around the State
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Marion/Clackamas
We're certainly looking forward to 
spring in Marion and Clackamas 
counties!

We sponsored the SAIF Agri-
Business Banquet dinner on January 
18th. New chapter member Karen 
Withers and her husband Greg 
attended with our sponsor tickets. 
Other chapter members were in 
attendance and enjoyed networking 
with so many mid-valley folks.

Many of our members attend the 
Oregon Women for Agriculture 
Convention in Grand Ronde. We 
offered a registration scholarship to 
two first-time attendees. New chap-
ter members Karen Withers with 
AgCultured Consulting and Tawny 
Irwin from Nutrien Ag attended. In 
addition to the tours, which are 
always a hit, we all thoroughly 
enjoyed hearing from founding 
members during dinner on Friday 
evening. Thank you Polk County for 
being such wonderful hosts - lots of 
great response from our chapter!

We are hard at work on our Oregon 
Trail Farms guide for the 2019 
season. Grower letters will go out 
this month and we'll transitioning 
from physical inserts in the States-
man to allocating those dollars into 
geofencing and geotargeting 
customers through digital advertis-
ing. We have had interest from new 
farms and hope to have 13-15 farm 
stands in the guide again this year. 
We'll be adding some new members 
to help in this effort. Please follow 
us on Facebook @OregonTrailFarms 
or visit www.oregontrailfarms.com. 

We are still seeking applications for 
our scholarship and the deadline is 
May 1, 2019. The application is on 

our chapter page on the OWA web-
site.

We've been hard at work procuring 
items for Auction and are very 
excited for the big event! 

Finally, during this first quarter of 
the year, we approved our budget 
for the year and elected officers 
who include Randi Bural of North-
west Farm Credit as our Vice Presi-
dent and Amber Pritchard of Har-
vest Capital as our Treasurer.

Mallory Phelan, President

Linn-Benton
Our January meeting was held at 
Lori Boshart’s house. It was a busy 
and productive meeting. Our focus 
was talking about the different 
things we do during the spring and 
summer. We came up with a basic 
plan and encouraged our members 
to start thinking about volunteering 
to be on a committee for these 
different activities. Some of these 
things include, our auction dona-
tions, chapter social, county fair 
booths, ect. 

Dona Coon went to the January, 
Linn Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution meeting to 
give a presentation about OWA. 
Great job and thanks for doing this. 
February we were at Barbara 
Hauge’s house. We went over our 
proposed budget for 2019-2020. 
This year our Secretary and Trea-
surer are up for election. Kristi 
Miller, Secretary and Lori Boshart, 
Treasurer both said they are willing 
to serve in these positions for 
another term.
 
February 26th was the annual Points 
for Profit awards dinner and auction. 

We earned 6th place and were 
awarded $1,000. We use this money 
to fund special projects. Thanks to 
everyone who turned in receipts and 
helped up earn this award.
 
March the meeting was held at 
Virginia Kutsch’s house. Shoutout to 
Mary Hood for running the meeting. 
We voted on approving the budget. 
We also voted for the Secretary, 
Kristi Miller, and Treasurer, Lori 
Boshart, positions. Congrats ladies 
and thanks for all the volunteer time 
you put into these jobs. 

We offer two scholarships; one for a 
student pursuing a major in agricul-
tural studies and the second for a 
L/B member’s child or grandchild. 
More info will be posted on the 
OWA website under Linn-Benton 
Chapter. 

We are looking forward to a fun and 
busy spring and summer. 

Katie Boshart Glaser, President

Columbia Gorge
The Columbia Gorge chapter 
missed its January and February 
meetings due to inclement weather, 
so at our March meeting we fell a bit 
behind!  

Our fall social in November was a 
great succes, we had four guests 
and all decided to join OWA! 

Seven members attended the 50th 
annual OWA convention, and all said 
they loved the tours, enjoyed hear-
ing about the history of OWA and 
getting the “big picture” of the 
organization.  Thank you to the state 
board for sponsoring first-time 
attendee Michelle McCaffer, Karen 
Wilde from our chapter won this last 
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What’s Happening Around the State
year, so we are on a roll! 
Columbia Gorge chapter currently 
has 17 paid members, including our 
four new members.  

This past fall, we placed Get 
Oregonized books at Dufur School 
and St. Mary’s Academy in The 
Dalles, thanks to cost-sharing from 
Ag in the Classroom and St. Mary’s 
Academy.  

We are working to put together a 
locally-themed basket for the OWA 
oral auction and donating a variety 
of items for the silent auction.  

We will serve as a sponsor for the 
North Central Livestock Association 
Bull Tour in April, which this year will 
be touring livestock operations in 
Gilliam County.  

We are currently in the process of 
accepting applicants for our $500 
high school senior scholarship for a 
girl majoring in agricultural studies, 
as well as sponsoring a local teacher 
to attend Summer Ag Institute.  

Members have picked up their 
Literacy Project packets and are 
looking forward to presenting John 
Deere That’s Who to local elemen-
tary students.  

Cindy Brown, President

Polk County
We have had a busy winter! The 
Constitutional Essay Contest 
brought in nine essays to judge from 
Polk, Marion and Benton county 
high school students. Each entry 
received a $5 Dutch Bros. card and a 
pocket Constitution. A bonus $10 
Dutch Bros. card was given if 
students submitted a creative 

meme. You can see their meme’s on 
the Polk OWA Facebook page. 1st 
place ($250) was awarded to Rachel 
Herkamp, 2nd place ($100) was Lucy 
DesBiens and 3rd place ($50) was 
Abigail Riedlinger. Plans are already 
underway for our next contest that 
will start shortly after school begins 
in September. 

Planning for the 50th OWA Annual 
Convention at Spirit Mountain 
Casino, continued throughout Janu-
ary and February. It was a pleasure 
hosting the event. We were disap-
pointed some OWA members were 
not able to attend due to the 
weather and road closures, but felt 
we had a good showing with 68 in 
attendance for the banquet dinner. 
It was nice to see our founding 
ladies together for the event and it 
was inspiring to hear about our 
history from those special ladies 
that were there. 

We have black OWA logo conven-
tion bags for sale for $15 plus ship-
ping or make arrangements for 
delivery at a future State OWA 
meeting. They will be great to have 
for the AAW Convention later this 
fall! Watch our Facebook page for 
more details. 

Polk County OWA members plan to 
gather auction items for the OWA 
annual auction and will also help out 
with Ag Fest in April. Our new slate 
of officers will be: President- Diann 
Washburn, Vice President- Deb 
Thomas, Secretary – Mallory Lucas, 
and Treasurer Arlene Kovash.

We meet on the second Monday of 
each month at 11:30 AM at the Eola 
Inn, Rock n Rogers Restaurant in 
West Salem.  

Diann Washburn, President

Dinner speaker – Mike Wilson, Director 
of Natural Resources for the Confeder-
ated Tribes of the Grand Ronde.

Deb Thomas and Jeree Mulkey present-
ing for the Polk County Chapter. 

2nd tour stop speaker – Barb Foulke, 
Freddy Guys Hazelnuts,



6 Spring 2019

Guys Hazelnuts and the third stop focused on preci-
sion agriculture at Gylan Mulkey farms. The tours 
were well attended with about 50 participants. Tour 
sponsors were Gylan Mulkey Farms, Farrol’s Rock n 
Rogers Restaurant, Miami Corporation, Freddy 
Guys Hazelnuts, Oregon Forest Resources Institute, 
Western Helicopter Services, Weyerhaeuser and 
Starker Forests. Convention sponsors were: North-
west Farm Credit Services, Ag West Supply, Capital 
Press, Wilbur-Ellis, Rickreall Farm Supply, Mid Valley 
Winter AgFest, Paul & Jeraldine Mulkey, Polk 
County Farm Bureau, Yamhill County Farm Bureau 
and Wilco. 
 
The highlight of the evening was hearing from 
founder, Mary Holzapfel and golden members in 
attendance. OWA was originally organized by Mary 
Holzapfel in August of 1969 when she called a 
group of about 200 farm wives together to discuss 
complaints neighboring communities had about the 
burning of straw after grass seed was harvested.

The Banquet Friday night also included a presenta-
tion from Mike Wilson, Director of Natural 
Resources, Confederated Tribes of the Grand 
Ronde and a re-cap of chapter memories in celebra-
tion of OWA’s 50th anniversary. 

During the convention Deanna Dyksterhuis, of New-
port, OR, who farmed with her husband in the 
Halsey and Corvallis areas, was given the group's 
LEAVEN award for her dedication and accomplish-
ments. OWA presents the award to those members 
who, to an outstanding degree, are Loyal, Enthusi-
astic, Anticipatory, Valiant, Effective, and Nurturing: 
“LEAVEN”.

Among Dyksterhuis’ accomplishments are her work 
with Dr. Rod Fielder to write and publish the text-
book GET OREGONIZED. She was an originator of 
OWA’s annual FUNraiser dinner and auction, which 
celebrates its 32nd Anniversary this year on April 
20, 2019 at the Linn County Fairgrounds in Albany. 
She was the group's 10th President and also served 
as the group’s Historian for over 15 years.

OWA 50th Annual Convention
From page 1
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Auction Update

spare it would be appreciated. Remember, each member who helps earns $20 for their county. 

With Easter the following day, we need to encourage friends and family to attend the auction. Tickets are $50 before 
April 7th and $60 after that. Both ticket and donation forms can be found on our website. The auction is a great social 
event for all of agriculture and a wonderful opportunity to promote the mission of OWA. 

With close to a thousand attendees it is a big event to put on, but the auction committee has been amazing and each 
chair has efficiently organized their own area. We can be proud of our auction. I hope you get a chance to attend and 
to enjoy it!

Helle Ruddenklau, Auction Chair.
I hope to see you all on Saturday, April 20th for the 32nd annual OWA 
auction! We are celebrating our 50th anniversary as an organization with the 
theme Oregon Agriculture: Our Golden Treasure. We have some wonderful 
items donated already, but there is still time for those last-minute additions, 
so get the information to Emily as soon as you can and then bring the dona-
tions on Friday, April 19th for setup. We start around 9 am and go till around 
5 pm. Extra help for setup is always welcome, and if you have a few hours to 

Thank you Oregon 
Dungeness Crab commis-
sion for again donating 
10 lbs of crabmeat to 
the auction for 
the appetizers!

Contribution of 
appetizers would be 

appreciated. Please drop 
them off by the start of 
appetizers. Also, please 
label plates or use dis-
posable. Thank you!
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Oregon Ag in the Classroom

This year’s 
featured book, 
John Deere, 
That’s Who!” 
tells the story of 
John Deere and 
his development 
of the steel 
plow. Beautiful 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s 
accompany the 
fun text and 
bring the story 

Students work together to build a struc-
ture in a classroom in Corvallis. 

Oregon Agriculture in the 
Classroom Literacy Project 
Now is the time to volunteer!

of this remarkable innovator to life. We are excited about the 
opportunities to connect engineering concepts to agricul-
ture with the companion activity requiring students to think 
like innovators.  

The time is now to participate in the project! Bring agricul-

Kristi Miller
Since April of 2018 I’ve been a member of the Oregon 
Outdoor School Advisory Committee. We’ve met four 
times face to face in the last year at various locations 
around the State. Outdoor School came about after 
voters passed Measure 99 and guaranteed funding for 
all Oregon 5th and 6th graders to attend 2-5 day camp 
experiences. Students learn about Oregon’s natural 
landscape, the environment and natural resources and 
leave with skills to prepare them for their future.

The most recent meeting was held at the OSU Portland 
Center in the heart of downtown Portland. I want to 
give a quick update on the progress of the number of 
schools and students that have gotten to take advan-
tage of this great outdoor experience.

By The Numbers     
    2017-2018 2018-2019
School Districts Receiving 
Funding   128 of 197 147 of 197

School Funded  385  512

Number of students  30,739  43,643

Number of Days Outside 115,131 171,283

Outdoor School Report

tural education to students in your community by reaching out to your local schools or fulfilling one of our 
requests for volunteers. Visit our website (oregonaitc.org/programs/literacy-project/) to sign-up or contact 
Jessica Jansen. 

For more information about the program or to sign up to read to a classroom contact Jessica Jansen, 
Jessica.jansen@oregonstate.edu or 541-737-8629. 

TEXT photos to 
Jessica Jansen for 

the website! 971-832-2096

“
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First OWA Newsletter from 1969 Arwen 
McGilvra’s 

grandmother, 
Liz 

VanLeeuwen, 
was kind 

enough to 
find this gem 
from her files 

for us. Ms. 
VanLeeuwen 
was the first 
secretary and 

newsletter 
editor for 

OWA.
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Tami Kerr, Chair, Linn-Benton
Columbia Gorge – Raz Mason and Ray Donheiser
Lane County – Marie Bowers Stagg and Jenny Hitner
Linn-Benton – Shelbie Coon 
Polk – Diann Washburn and Kathy Hadley
Yamhill – Helle Ruddenklau
At Large – Abby Fitts 

Open Positions for Central Oregon, Eastern Oregon and 
Marion/Clackamas. If interested, contact Tami Kerr at 
(541) 740-8880.
 

Legislative Timeline: 

January 22       Official Opening Day of Session

February 26      Deadline to file (introduce) new bills
Each Legislator gets five priority bills that can be intro-
duced at any time.

March 29           1st Chamber deadline to schedule bills for 
work sessions. Bills must be scheduled for work session in 
their 1st chamber committee to stay alive.

April 9                1st Chamber work session deadline. Bills 
must move out of committee in 1st chamber to stay alive

May 10              2nd Chamber deadline to schedule bills 
for work sessions. Bills must be scheduled for work 
session in their 2nd chamber committee to stay alive

May 24              2nd Chamber work session deadline
Bills must move out of committee in 2nd chamber to stay 
alive

June 30              Sine Die 
Constitutional deadline for legislative adjournment

Summary of Bills and OWA’s Position:

Support SB 257 - OSU Statewides – This bill provides a 
$30M increase to the OSU Statewides – Extension, Agri-
cultural Experiment Station, and Forest Research Labora-
tory. 

Support SB 509 - Deregulating Transportation of Hay – 
Currently while hauling hay bales in a quantity of 20+, the 

driver is required to carry proof of purchase. OFB is 
requesting the repeal of this outdated statue. 

Oppose HB 2020 - Cap & Trade – Establishes Carbon 
Policy Office within DAS and directs Director of Carbon 
Policy Office to adopt Oregon Climate Action Program by 
rule.  

Support HB 2084 – Relating to place-based integrated 
water resources strategies. Would extend and allocate 
funds to complete the four pilot projects for place-based 
planning. 

Support HB 2236 - Tractors on Roadways – This an OFB 
bill to allow farm tractors to operate on state highways 
that have speed limit or posted the speed of more than 
35 mph.

Oppose HB 2250 – At the request of Governor Kate 
Brown, this bill would require Oregon’s natural resource 
agencies to compare any changes to federal regulations 
under the Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act or Safe Drinking 
Water Act to “baseline” standards, which are defined as 
standards in place on the last day of the Obama Adminis-
tration. If the natural resource agencies find the changed 
regulations are less protective of public health than the 
prior regulations, the agencies are directed to effectively 
find a path to keep implementing the prior regulations. 

Support HB 2264 - Property Tax Exemption –HB 2264 is 
written to provide clarity and consistent application of 
real and tangible property on the farm. The bill would 
reinforce the legislative intent that machinery, equipment, 
tools, implements or fixtures used primarily in agricultural 
or horticultural activities or animal husbandry, or in any 
combination of these activities, is exempt from ad 
valorem property taxation. 

Support HB 2437 - Ditch Cleaning Fill and Removal – 
Authorizes maintenance activities in dry, traditionally 
maintained channels to be conducted without removal or 
fill permit subject to certain conditions. Requires DSL and 
ODA to enter memorandum of understanding for ODA to 
implement and enforce provisions for maintenance of dry, 
traditionally maintained channels. Requires DSL to adopt 
by rule general permit for maintenance activities in wet, 
traditionally maintained channels. 

Oregon Women for Agriculture 
2019 Legislative Committee Report
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Support HB 5002 - ODA Budget – 
Agriculture is the state’s second larg-
est traded sector and ODA’s services 
and programs are critical to that 
success. Oregon’s farmers, ranchers 
and processors compete in a global 
market and the department’s 
programs are needed to maintain a 
competitive advantage. We also 
submitted specific comments regard-
ing the budget: Predator Control, 
Water Quality (Policy Package 310, 
330 and 350), Japanese Beetle Eradi-
cation Funding (Policy Package 320), 
Food Safety Funding (Policy Package 
210) shifting $1,470,431 from other 
funds to general fund, Cannabis 
(Policy Package 210), Strengthen 
State Noxious Weed Program (Policy 
Package 360), Wolf Compensation. 
  
We recently signed on to support a 
funding letter for Wildlife Services. It 
wasn’t addressed in OWA’s Position 
Statements but thanks to Marie 
Bowers Stagg for finding an AAW 
Position that applied, we were able to 
support the request. 

The committee is currently reviewing 
OWA’s 2016 Position Statements and 
plans to submit new positions to the 
State Board for their review in April. I 
want to thank the members of the 
committee for their participation, 
strong beliefs and support of the hard 
working farmers, ranchers and natural 
resource community. 

The 32nd Annual OREGON AG FEST is coming to the Oregon State Fair-
grounds on Saturday, April 27th & Sunday, April 28th! Virtually all activities 
at the event are free of charge. 

Last year over 21,000 people attended Ag Fest to touch, taste and experi-
ence the incredible world of Oregon agriculture, in a fun-filled, festive 
environment. Our two-day event, aimed to help families better under-
stand where their food, fiber and flora come from, is a unique learning 
experience, where hands-on exhibits make learning about Oregon’s vast 
agricultural industry educational and entertaining.

Sign up to volunteer at the OWA 
booth at owaonline.org/events
April 27th and 28th

We strive to bridge the gap between urban and rural life, and to share the 
wonder and abundance of Oregon’s bountiful and diverse harvest. Most 
importantly, we do this in a family friendly way, where kids 12 and under 
receive free admission, and virtually all activities at the event are free of 
charge. Thanks to our sponsors, kids ride ponies, plant seedlings, watch 
sheep get sheared, pet farm animals and much, much more! Come check 
it out for yourself: join us the last weekend in April for the 32nd annual 
Oregon Ag Fest.

Saturday, April 27th
8:30am - 5:00pm
Sunday, April 28th
10:00am - 5:00pm

At the Oregon State Fairgrounds
2330 17th St. NE, Salem, OR 97301

FREE for children 12 & under
$9 entry fee for ages 13 & up
FREE parking. Advanced, discounted tickets will be available at your local 
Wilco.

Purchase tickets online, visit our website www.oragfest.com

Wear OWA with Pride Where Ever You Go!
Order your OWA branded logo wear online at 
stores.inksoft.com/oregon_women_for_agricul
ture/shop/home.  

Postage from Hood River will be $10 or you 
can pick up your items in Hood River.  Please 
allow 2 weeks for delivery. 
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‘This will test our Nebraska grit’
Jess Schiller
Like most of you, it’s been hard not to scroll through 
social media or flip on the news and see something 
covering this devastating disaster in the Mid West. 
Generations of farmers and ranchers are at a loss as to 
where to begin again. I realize that this is far from 
Oregon, but as agriculturists, I can’t help but send my 
heart out to them. We are all one fire, one flood, one 
bad winter, one wet spring or dry summer away from 
being put out of business. And being in the business we 
are, its necessary to at least send prayers and hopes to 
these folks.

The Nebraska Farm Bureau established a Disaster 
Relief Fund at the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation 
to provide emergency aid to Nebraska farmers, ranch-
ers, and rural communities affected by recent storms 
and flooding. Priority will be given to efforts to restore 
health and safety in rural communities and to farm and 
ranch households that have been damaged or 
displaced by the natural disaster.

100% of the donations will be distributed to Nebraska 
farmers, ranchers, and rural communities affected by 
the disasters.

If you would like to write a check, make it out to 
Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation and mail it to:

Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation
Attn: Disaster Relief Fund
P.O. Box 80299
Lincoln, NE 68501-0299

From the Cattle Business Weekly News Desk
Federal disaster assistance has been approved by 
President Trump for the states of Iowa and Nebraska. 
Flooding in Nebraska has caused an estimated $1.4 
billion in damage – and climbing – while Iowa is esti-
mating $1.6 billion in flooding damages.

Flood losses along the Missouri River and smaller 
tributaries include farm ground and farm facilities, 
along with stored grains and livestock. The flooding 
came quick for many, leaving little time to evacuate 
farm products, animals and equipment. Those dam-
ages, topping into the billions of dollars from flooding 
in a four-state area, includes rural roads, bridges and 
public infrastructure such as schools. 

It wasn’t just flooding occurring in Nebraska though. 
Storm Ulmer, referred to as a bomb cyclone dropped 
rain, snow and blasted 50 plus mph winds. Some 
ranchers didn’t see flooding but they did have to deal 
with a blizzard. Because of the weather event, the 
cow-calf sector in Nebraska is estimated at losing over 
$400 million in cattle deaths between flooding and 
blizzards conditions.

“We’ve never seen a natural disaster of this scope,” 
Governor Ricketts said regarding the widespread 
impact the flooding has had on the state. “This will 
test our Nebraska grit. We will be working on this for 
a while. The road to recovery is going to seem like it 
will take a long time. But I know we will get through 
this together as Nebraskans and we will rebuild this 
state bigger, better, stronger than ever before.”

Katie Glaser
I am very excited to be sharing with you a project a small 
group of us are working on. Betty Jo Smith started doing 
some research about what it would take to do a custom 
OWA Pendleton blanket to help us celebrate 50 years. 

At State Convention we decided we would move forward 
with the project if we can pre-sell a little over half of the 
blankets. That would be around 135 blankets. In order to 
do a custom Pendleton blanket we will have to pay for all 
250 upfront. If the pre-sale is successful it would cover 
most of the cost and essentially what we earn after that 
will go to the state for other projects. We can also keep a 

OWA Custom Pendleton Blanket
small amount of blankets set aside to use as donation 
items for other organizations we support. We are 
currently working on a design sketch so people can see 
what it will look like, or the idea of what it will look like. 
Our plan is to launch this at Auction. We will have a 
sketch done and will be ready to take pre-sale orders 
that night.

Personally, I am sooo excited for this! I will definitely be 
buying one. This is a fun and different way for us to raise 
some extra money. I think people who support OWA will 
love the opportunity to have this specially designed 
Pendleton blanket in their home. 



32nd Annual Auction & Dinner • Saturday, April 20, 2019 • Linn County Fair & Expo Center13Spring 2019

Donations will be welcomed for the 
upcoming AAW National Convention that 
Oregon is hosting November 2019. The 
donated items are a fundraiser for the 
AAW Foundation. There are super sales 
this time of year and handmade items are 
also very special. We will give more infor-
mation closer to summer/fall and take 
items in when you register at the event. 
There's also an opportunity for you to 
have a table for a fee on Saturday for the 
Trade Show to sell your own items; so be 
t h i n k i n g 
about this 
also. Com-
m i t t e e 
M e m b e r s , 
Kristi Miller 
and Cheryl 
Ray

Donate Silent Auction 
Items to Raise Funds 
for AAW Foundation

Nebraska Department of Agriculture, 
USDA and the State Veterinarian office is 
working together to provide the resources 
producers need in the coming weeks for 
assistance in funding, herd health, and 
carcass disposal.
 
Because of the Balanced Budget Act that 
passed last February the payment limit in 
the livestock indemnity program has been 
removed. This is good news for Nebraska 
cattle producers that may have large 
death tolls. 

The Nebraska Department of Ag’s hotline 
number has taken numerous phone calls 
with one quarter of them being people 
asking for assistance while the other 
three-quarters are from people wanting to 
help and donate hay, calving season sup-
plies, and fencing materials. For those 
wishing to still donate, please contact 
NDA at Nebraska Department of Agricul-
ture at 1-800-831-0550. 
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Youth Tractor Safety Courses

Youth, ages 14-17, who are interested in summer 
employment on a farm need to pass the Tractor 
Safety Training and Certification course. Trainings 
include classroom work, homework and tractor 
driving. 

The OSU website below lists these upcoming Trac-
tor Safety Classes and has links to further informa-
tion and registration forms.

http://oregon.4h.oregonstate.edu/programs/traini
ng-cert/tractor
• June 17–19 - Amity, OR, Registration info 
pending
• June 17–19 -  Aumsville, OR
• June 19-21 -  Aurora, OR
• June 23-25 -  Madras, OR, Information pend-
ing

If you are interested in becoming an instructor for 
Tractor Safety Classes, that training is May 2, 2019, 
5:30pm at OSU Extension Linn Co.  For more infor-
mation contact  
Andrea Leao, 541-730-3534 
andrea.leao@oregonstate.edu    

Mary Howarth, Lane County, sent a little reminder of the 
“Snow storm of 2019” 



Get out there! Contact your local business 
about supporting OWA

18048 Middle Rock Creek Ln • Arlington, OR 97812

Gary & Karen Wilde
541.454.2994
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Make checks payable to Oregon Women for Ag (OWA) 
630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50 Albany, Oregon 97321 

Contact Jess for sizes and advertising information jes.schiller@gmail.com 

26491 Irish Bend Loop
Halsey, OR 97348

541.369.3603

Thanks for shopping local!
Aart & Sheri Falk

The Freshest Fruits 
and Vegetables

Open June1-Oct 31
Closed Sundays
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Receive 
The Cultivator by 

email only 
(no printed copy) Contact Mary Hood at: 

hoodm@columbiabank.com
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630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321
www.owaonline.org

April 22nd, 2019
Earth Day is an annual event celebrated on April 22. World-
wide, various events are held to demonstrate support for 

environmental protection. First celebrated in 1970, Earth Day 
now includes events in more than 193 countries.


